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BIOGRAPHICAL 



SKETCHES, 



I TTEf^DERSON, MATTHEW Cmurdbrer ' 
1 JTAwas the son of honest parents* and bom at North • i 
X Berwick* in Scotlami^ where he was educated in 
L the liberal manner customary in that country, and 

brought up in the doctrine of the Christian religion* 

as professed by the Presbyterians; • Sir Hugh. 
^ Dalryin|)le being a mentber of the British parlia- 
t; xnent* took him into his service when fourteen . 
P year»of age* and brouj^bt him to London. Before he 
^ was nineteen yea rs old he married one. of h is.master 's 
:> matd&s but Sir Hugh* who had a great regard^for 
^\} him* did not dismuis liim* though he wa^ greatly 

chagrined at tbts circumstance. Sir Hugh having < 
;^ occasion to go out of town for a month* summoned 
c^ Henderson to assist in dressing liim^ and while he 

was thus employed* Sir Hagh*s lady going iiito 
>^ the room the servant casually trod on her toe. 
^\ She said not a word on the. occasion ; but looked at . 
<<> him with a deforce of rage that made him extremely . 
^' vneasy. When Sir Hugh had taken bis leave* shw. 
VOL. U» « a demanded 
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demanded of Henderson why he had trod on her 
toe $ in answer to which he made many apologies, 
and -ascribed tjie circumstance to mere accident i 
but she gave him a blow on the ear, and declared 
that she would dii>mis8 him from her senrice. Hen- 
derson said it would be unnecessaiy tQ turn hin» 
away: for he W9uld go withput pampi^on| but 
TcflectiDg that her passion would soon subside, he 
continued in his place ; and was used with as much 
kindness as if the accuient h9d never happened. 
Enraged at the blow he had received, like Zanga^ 
he began to consider how he should be revenged , 
and at length came to the fatal resolution of rnur* 
dering his mistress. The ma)d-se.rvant going out 
one night, at past eleven o*clock, to see a rehitiony 
took the key of the street-door in her pocket* 
Hmt absence, Hendenon t6ought« a 4«vourablf 
oppoFtoaity co carry his horrm pkm into eve* 
cut ion $ Ml whieh he went into »e kitehea, and 
having furnished htiaseJf wkh a efoai^, he reticfd 
to in^ bedt^chaaiber, where he vraaained ipiDit thaa 
a (quarter of aa ho^r, deliberating whether ha 
should pr should aof eomaait the narae* ; at icfigtb 
lie thought kiaisclf deteisained, and weat up tha 
staic8» as far as tftie fifst laoding^pkMre : but smktm 
by his eoaseieaoe, kedesoended j sat sonie timeaa Iris 
bed s then agaki asocaded a oactaf the s^rs, aad 
again came do««ni incapable lor the present cf 
e^irying his dMadfiil fwrpoea into execution* 
Qnee more ha ttustered spicits to go up as fiir as 
rke first windows when hearing «h« watchaiaa 
Crying the nii(faiigiit bpur, Im trl^itMl dowa a ^> 
steps: but imroeoiateJy samamaiag hit shocking 
rea ok tiaa, h^ want op, and optacd tke iady^ 
duunfaev-door, Jiaviog the cieavcr in tiis haad 
cba lK<Uikfc;» kt Iwiidr bar aatai^i- 

but 
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fcatsUfl hesitated on the ooauBission of the crlmct 
and walked across the room in the utmost pertur- 
bation, of miivl. At lei^th he went again. to the 
bedy. and struck her violently on her hiad viith the 
clearer. Ob receiving tiic blow» she attempted to 
get up» but he repeated it» and tbeh beard hf r 
speak seme wordsy but not plain vnough to dis- 
tinguish what she said. Hereupon be giiVe hec 
.a third bloWy on which sh6 exclaimed > '* O Lord 1 
what is this r*-^He now ooutinued his blows till 
she fell out ot bed> and the room streamed with 
blood. Terrified at what be bad done» be 
quitted the room» and thiew the 'cleaver into the 
privy. To the murder be qow resolved to adjd 
that of robbery i and going back to the roomi he 
stole some iiiDHey> jcwef^ and otbtr vabiabie 
effects* which .he otrried to bis wife's lo<^ing8> put 
them in a b#<» and imin^iatcly went back. On 
bifi relum be found tbat be had< shut himself 
ottt$ but the maid toming soon afterwards^ 
unlocked the door, and. they went in.' Xhe maid 
4>bscfving blood oi| the ^oor below stairs, suspecteS 
that some inischief had happened i on which sht 
ran i|p stsii«i and finding the lady a bloody corpse^ 
she came down weepbif. Am soon as \t wasday4)gHt 
fiemlerson went to the nephew of Sir Hugh X)al(> 
jrymple« and iaformed the gentleman of tiie oaisfor^ 
tune that had h^ippeoed^ on which the. maid was 
taken iuto custody on suspicioi^ and carried before a 
magistrate* whot from her answer% had a stfong idea 
that the fact was commluod^by IfendersoBt Here^ 
^pon be was apprehended by t^ constable;, .wieb 
whom he went very idieftrfully r bu,t the mag4s|ralf 
exai|)inii»g bim wix^ uaususi strictnesii C«iuid 
m»w coiptradictions in bis story ; and ^t length, bff 
coAteased Aat be atone ha4 uans^^tud jtb^ mfJ^ty 
B a ^ ous 
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ous business. On this he was committed to Nev* 
gate, and being brought to his trial at the next 
sessions at the^ld Bailey, he pleaded guilty, and 
sentence of death was passed ow him. He wa^ 
attended by a minbter of the Presbyterian persua- 
sion. His behayidur was very penitent and con* 
trite during his "imprisonment 3 and at the place of 
execution he made a speech, advising servants t6 
be obedient to their ma&ters^ and to behave with 
submission, instead of harbouring sentiments of 
revenge. On the afth of February, 174^1* he wa§ 
drawn on a sledge to the end of Oxford 'Street^ 
where he was executed j and his body was after* 
wtrds'hung in chains on the road to £dgware« 
HENLEY, JOHN. See Is&weli,, J. 
HENSEY, DOCTOR FLORENCE (traitor J 
was a native of the county of Kildare in Ireland^ 
brought up a Roman Catholic, and taught the 
rudiments of Grammar by a priest of that persuar 
sion. Being sent tpSt. Omer^s to stucfy philoso^ 
phy, he continued t|iere till the degree of Master of 
-Arts was conferred on him, and then pr<%eeded to 
Xeydcn, where he studied physic. From Leyden 
he went through. Germany and Switzerland into 
Italy, acquiring the knowledge of the respective 
languages during his (ravrls. *' Embarking at 
Genoa, h^ sailed (o Lisbon, and' cr&^ing the 
kingdom of Portugal, he went to Spain, and thence 
to France, endeavouring in his tour to make him'> 
self master of the Portuguese and Spanish langyages^ 
Having reached Paris, he practised physic in that 
city£v«7ears| but being unsuccessful, he repaired* 
tb Lobdon. His success in England was not su- 
^ior to that in France. His patients vvere few* 
fend those of the lower rank- of' people. From his 
quitting the university at Leyd^n, he bad corres-' 

ponde4 
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p(m4ci] wfdi a brother collegjan* ^ whp^ 
sttded in Pnuost pl-ocorcdl a place in the i 
the sfccetiury of statv at ^aris. As toon a$ the[ 
Doctor heald ,o^ ^** friend's profiotion» ne i^rotei 
bim a letter of congretuUtion, m wiiicii hemadir 
a civil odfer of executing any of tin commands ixk 
Jyoodoa. Tkis hap|wnin|f at the comm£ncement ot 
-a war between Great-Bfitain ami Franoc* ltensey*a 
friend informed iiioij that he might be very serrice:. 
able by traosmittiag fa/ly intel%ence o^ our viac'^ 
iiioe jire|»arad6ri«. TbU hin< ^eiag approved by* 
the Doctor^ the nes^ poit brought htm instfuctiona 
bo«v to tet, with an appointment of aclr %$\, i^r 
nuHith* The substance of these instructSons wins 
** ta scad complete li»ts. of all our doen of war, 
both in and vat of commission ; tdeir conditjoni 
sitismtioni and number of men on board ea«h f wheni 
they saiJedy under wha< commaadcrs, /rom whai 
piortt, and their destination ^ an i^ccount of t^ft 
aKtvatl aomb^f of our iroops, what regiments went 
oompietey and where quartered ot garri^on^d." Dr«, 
Ncnsey sent such a,cooimis as he oould 4>ioei|r« «• a 

fentleman at Cologne^ who sent tbcm to another at 
»eri)e in Switzeriaad,; whence they were transmit** 
tei to Paris,, H«nsey*s «i1ary« ample as it was^ 
proved imequai to the expectation^ he had formed f 
but he proceeded, in the hope of an, increase of jt^ 
His first attempt to aoquwe intelligenoe was by, 
getting into company with the clerks of. the publtqi 
offices i. hot not succediog in this, be frequented th« 
coffee^hoases used by |he members of )Mtf iiament | 
^nd his physical appearance taking off all suspicion 
of ^is being a spy, he frequently Teamed such par-» 
ticulars as he thougjbt worth sending to bis em- 
ployers. It was a maxim with hinoi, not to enter 
into political di^MiHOnv if he agvAd avoid Itj and 
■ P 3 wh^n 
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when be eMd ^ot, be always spoke bn the govern- 
ment side of' the question, and was a professed 
enemy to the French; so that, though he was 
|;eneiral!y known to be a catholic, he proceeded for 
a long time unsuspected. His lettcfrsfrom Pal-is 
irere sent by the way o( Switxerhnd, whence they 
were transmitted to the post-office in London, and 
directed to him at a, coffee-house in the Strand, fay 
a fictitious name. A suspicion arose that these 
letters'* and their ai^swers, which appeared to' con- 
fain only a few lines of compliment, (as* might be 
•een through the covers) were in fact a disguise for 
9on(iething of greater importance; and this suspicion 
increasing by its fre<iuency> i% secretary of the 

Sot- office at length opened some of those from 
ensey, in one of which, dated from Twickenham, 
he read, between the lines written with ink, another 
epistle ifvricren v?ith lemon- juice, eatnestfy advising 
the French to land on the English coast. These 
letters were read by being held to the fire, and 
aeveral of them containing expressions which were 
deemed treasonable, the utmost diligence was used 
to discover the writer, and learn his real name \ 
for which purpose a' person was placed at the 
ooffee-house to ' which the letters were clirected, 
who followed him to his lodgings in Arundel-street, 
after he had received one of them. On the fbl- 
fowing Sunday, Hensey; who 'was a catholic, went 
according to his constant cqstom, ' to the Spani;»h 
ambassadof*s chapel. In Soho-squar^j on his return 
from which he was seized by two of the king's 
• messengers, and conveyed to a place of secarhy. 
He was repeatedly examined before ibe secretary 
of state, and at length committed to Newgate, to 
take his trial for high treason. The gram! jury of 
Middlesex found a'true bill against hiin in Easter 
'■•'•'"■'" :*■ '• Urm, 
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tenn> 175%^ bat the trial being removed hy- writ of 
'Certiorari, into the court of King's benchf lie wai 
there arraigned, and plcaded->rnot guilty. He 
likewise demanided a copv. of his indictment, whifh 
, was granted* and coousel directed by the court to 
plead for him. He was advised to make proper 

naration for his trial, which came on before 
Mansfield in Westminster-hall. I'he counsel 
for the crown having opened. the indictment, the 
gentlemen of the post-office swore to t))e finding a 
number of letters in \k\s bureau, and his hand- 
writing was proved by some apothecaries who had 
made up his prescriptions. The Doctor's counsel 
Ingeniously pleaded a defect in the indictmenty 
because the letters were intercepted at the Post* 
office, which was in London 4 whereas the oflTence* 
if any, - was committed in Kfiddlesex, the grand 
jury of whieh county could have no right to find a 
bill for an offence ; committed in London. The 
counsel for the crown replied, that though the 
letters had. been intercepted ^t the Post*office, the 
olfence on which the indictment was founded had 
been connnitted at Twickenham, as appeared by 
. the date of the letter. They further urged, that 
the solicitor of the t|t;asury might, hs^ve laid the 
indictment in the city of London $ but he preferred 
fixing it in the county, because the letter from 
Twickenham was of the most dangerous, tendency^ 
and the other letters were to be considered only as 
collateral evidence against the prisoner. Dr* 
HenKey'« counsel now objected, that the writing a 
treasonable letter was not an ovett act of high* 
treason, except this letter was published : in answec 
to which it was insisted, that the delivery of it at 
the Po(»t- office was an actual publication of it. 
The Doctor's counsel farther aaid| that he had not;; 
i' ' cofresponded 
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torroifond^ with tlw ctfemiekof tlK ktnf e foi wt 
were ilot at #at with the Dotchi and the letiieA 
y^e direct to people ki Holhnd. The evkleti^ 
cee hftvliig proved, tfait the letter dated it Twidl«- 
en bam <!Qiitained an invitation to the Fieach c# 
snf ade thit kingdoni, that waft coMidersd U 4a 
overt net of high-ttrasmi j on which die plea of the 
t>ri80Der was 0Vet-niled» and the evSdetttt wat 
sutnimd up hy kitd Mank^hl« Dr. Hensey hod 
hitherto supported himwlf with eotiragei Init 
dttftag the ahsenoe of the Jur^f whith was dhout 
thrte i|uarters of an honr, he trembled eawewiVelji 
jiod repeatedly ehanged odoiir> while farge dk^pe 
of twcatran defwn his ikce^ and biiiacing Into t«an« 
he flave every proof of the greatest ogitation of 
mind. Ott tiw ret«m of the jury^ he had scvurMf 
ftrangth to bold U^ hh band at the bar. A v*rdi«t 
of 'goiity being proii6itrtcedy a ndc of eotfrt waft 
«nde for bi« beiiig 'bnought up to rttiieive seitteliM 
oii t\st WednMdty fallof^ing* White lotd Mane* 
fieU . wa$ proMunctng amtcnoe^ on the appointed 
day, the ooavkt shed tears, turded paW» apd treili- * 
Ued eaoecdMigly ; aiiAi alter ftentence, be beggfed 4 
fortnight to maJce pta*pHr preparation for bis death i 
when the court generously gramicd him a Month* 
f 0ora his first apprehensioti by the king's meaocw* 
9irs bis behaviour was remarkably resenredl* 
Jtle dtelioed all octtiversatseii on his own private 
Maila^ and was Tiaitcd by very few except km 
colitessor. Urn was so mdueed while in Mewgate^ 
as to be obliged to pawii his iword and linen for 
hit sappom A tesj^e was sent far him early on 
the morning on which he was to have been exe<^ 
OMtcd, and aftelwatxls a r^ieve daring the king*e 
pjeasure. After this he oantia«ed above three 
ycarl m NevrgtiUe, and then cmhnrktd far FAuKe, 
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on obtaining a free pardon. At the time he wa^ 
appitbended, his brother was secretary and chap- 
lain to the Spanish ambassador at the Ha^ue. To 
this brother he wrote an account of his misfov^ 
tunes } in consequence of which the Spanish am- 
bsssador at London was applied tp by the gentleman 
in similar office at the Hague > and such represen- 
tations were made to the English ministry* that 
the repneye followed } though King George the 
Second could not be prevailed on to grant htm a 
free pardon : but soon after the accession of his 
present Majesty this pardon was granted, and the 
prisoner discharged, on giving the usual security 
for his good behaviour. Dr. Hensey^s trial and 
conviction wa? in the court of King V bench, oi| 
the lath of June, 175^* 
. /HICKS, J. See Pickbnsov, £• 

HILL^ SAMUEL (murdbrbr) was a native 
of Buckeridge in Staffordshire, received a decent 
education, was apprenticed to a shoemaker, and 
served his time with fidelity : at the expiration of 
which he came to London, and worked as a jour- 
neyman tiiJ he had saved about ten pounds ; and 
this instance of his industry and frugality coming 
to the knowledge of bis aunt, who lived at Hawked 
hurst in Kent, she bequeathed him l^fty pounds by 
her will. On the death of the aunt he received 
the money, married, afid commenced business as a 
jxiaster.in Kent; where he unforiunately got con<^ 
fleeted with some smugglers, who dealt with htm 
for shoes, for which they paid htm in smuggled 
^tides. A party of dragoons having attacked the 
smugglers. Hill took part with the latter, and was 
desperately wounded. In the end, the smugpplers 
were victorious; but Hill in consequence of his 
hutt, was obliged to get pn aboard a c^tter, v^hich 

carrle4 
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ONTSe4 lum to Wnthct, wlwre lie pxA BrtMu t to aiot 
the ciRof a furgeoniy and was |>erfectl]r vurad. 
When natored to htaltb, he returned to Eng^land 
with a quantity of ODMraband gobds{ but tile 
€nit0ln«>iiouse offioeis soon after attacked him and 
another smuggler) and took them i&to cuitod/. 
Thef continued seven nioiltht in priaoo i and were 
then released hj an onler from tWe Exchequer* HiU 
and his alSDciatcft nOw bouehl a quanti^ of prohi- 
bited goods, and pfaceeded to«#atds London to oril 
thedlt bat bring attacked bj several costoon^hcMMe 
officcis.On Ihe Drptford road» an eh^geispt 
«nsoedf in which one of the oflicers was wouadcd 
in the kg, and the smugglers gdt off, and said 
their goods kiLoildonw Not loog after this the 
smugglers paid an officer to connive at their pro- 
ceeding; instead of which he bid aA kforiftition 
against them j whf reapon they pillled doMi his 
boui^ to testify their lwei%c. Thence they w«M 
to Sandwich, and attempMd to land some nui 
goods ) but a party of drigoons atucking tbem^ 
one of the smogftlto wa» killed on the spot* on 
^hicfa the rest galloped off with tht ntmost pfecipif 
tation. Afctrwatds the oAcers made an attack oa 
the smugglers at Bromley, when oOe of the Mttct 
was wounded^ and three hones i^ere killed on the 
opposite party. The smugglers now vo«ved taw 
venge against the aistom-»house officers, one of 
whom they stimd, and conveying him to the boose 
of Hill, tttatad him far ten successive days, widi 
the utmost barbarity. At length they consulted 
whether they should murder tlie unhappy tasmi 
but lotneof th^m advising that he should be sent la 
Frlmce^ he Itas eoavajrid tV> the lea'side, and fva* 
posals made to take him on board a «atler i how* 
tf vtf I the maitar of ifaa vosselj hav'iog baen £»rmetiy 

punisbed 
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f»«ni9lffd kx nciof sBg a |MrsM on boftid id m 
stmitsur shuation, refused to ac^spt bivi vmlt^fi hm 
would declare that tt.waa his* fire^ wiU lo go] and 
llbis dfeclaiatioa a»t being ]»ide» (be vnuggkra 
%e^t hi SI severely, aad theBfiennitted him (ft dcjiait. 
Hill w>w grew tired ef this coimuEiQii» and retired to» 
hia owa business } a circumstanee tlwl exasperated 
Ills latJB ahSDciates to such a degree, that thrf 
robbed b'^ house of eifirqts to a cmisiderable amarat, 
and ? hundred and fifty pounds in cuh. QistMa. 
aed by this circunastance, and apprehensive of 
tether aoweqnettoes, he detenpEiined no longer to 
a^y in the country, and therefore wrote a letter i» 
kk sister ta l«ondoa, wIid took a hauae ftm hia>, 
vbithcr he removed, and soea aflacwarda hurieii 
three child r«R, who diad of the small pox. ^ H» 
i|9« went ta visit a smugger confined ia Kewgate, 
but had formed a design of effecting h» escape, 
wludi he ooaoaaunieated to HiU, aad offered him a 
huadred p^nds to aaaist bi«i in puttlag it iatft 
CBDicutioir. The proposal was, ti^^some other 
aowiggless shoi|ld com to Newgate, wM pIFbiiAiwo 
weapon^ hid nadef their pkahes, and havipg toizad 
the keepers, should aet tl^ b>^|)^*^ *^ liberty. 
MUX encbavoufed to. engage die anagglei;9 to take 
a port in ibis afair $ bat they iffiie too caatious ta 
emibark in so ha;^ardoi^ aa undertekiag. Hili, 
however, was dacing enovgU to affovd assialance to> 
tha piisoner, who cffiMiad bis eaeape, bul who was 
Boa generoua enou^ to ai«e eviqa a sjngle shilling 
t^ htt: agent. AftjBt this, bf vnas premTsed a sum 
«f vyomty to assist another simiggkr in asaktng hia 
escape mm Newgate; in ooasBqoeoae o£ whicK bo 
did aM in has poseur to fonvasd die plan, hi»t oever- 
obtained the liB^st gnaoiity for hia trouble. Hia 
vrlfe djifli|^abtat tua tlme> he aeeoifd to. daclino 

all 
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an fartlicf thooghH of g^og mautf m a dnliobcst 
ways' and btaxdmg ia the boose of an -elderly 
^^idow at Poplar, obtained hs Kving by working 
at a joomeyniaii at bb oam biisiiiess : but at length 
be became in debt to his bndlady, who leised a 
new suit of clotbcs for what he owed her. Ezas- 
perated by this circumstance, HiiU on the follow- 
mg morning, attempted to wre« the keys of the 
liorne from the wooum^s hands } but, on her 
making reristance, be seiaed a tope that lay by 
him, with which he strangled her so that she 
expired immediately. This done he robbed the 
boose, and pat tbe stolen eflPects on board a boat, 
which went down the river : but being pursued, he 
was soon taken, and carried before a magistrate, 
who committed him to Newgate* He was brought 
to trial on the ensuing sessions at the Old Bai^r, 
capitally convicted, and receivrd sentence of death 5 
alter which he submitted with the utmost padence 
to his fate, confessii^ that he was highly deserving 
of the ignominy that his complicated crhnes had 
brought on him. He suffered at Tyburn, March 
*3f 175*9 after cautioning the surrounding molti* 
tude to. take warning by his fate. 
HILL, JAMES, alias HIND, J4 alias AT- 
\i^' J* ("'C«»'>»AiiT) had been a journeyman 
to Mr. Gohling, a painter, at Titehfield, whence 
he procured the familiar title of John tbe Pmnier. 
JOuring a residence of some years in America 
he imbibed principles Incomf^atible with the in- 
terests of this country. Transported with party 
zeal, he formed the desperate resolution of commit* 
ting 'a most atrocious crime, which he, in some 
degree effected. About four, o^dock in the after- 
noon of the 7th of December, 1776, a fire broke 
©utin the rope-houfc of Portsmouth-dock, which 

entirely 



HILL* 13 

cfiTtf^Iy Consumed that builditig. The fire wa<^ 
wholly attributed to accident $ but on the 5th of 
January three men who were enrtployed in the jirmp- 
houscy found a tin machine^ somewhat resembling 

. a tea rannister, and near the same spot a wooden 
box containing .Tariom kinds of combustibles. 
This circumstance being communicated to <bt 
commissioner of tlie du<^k, and circulated among 
the public, feveral vague and indefinite suspicions 
fell upon Hill who had been lurking about the 
dock-yard, whose surname was not known, but 
>«hohad been distinguished by the appellation of 
John the Painter. In consequence oi advertise - 
ments in the newspapers, offering a reward of 50L 
for apprehending him, he was secured at Odibam« . 
On the 7th of Frebruary the prisoner was examin- 
ed at Sir John Fielding^ oAice, Bow-street, where 
John Baldwin, who exercised the trade, of a painter 
in different parts of America, attended by tht 
direction of Lord Temple, who- imagined that tht 
parties might know each other. Baldwin declared 
he had not the leatt knowledge of the prisoner^ 
who then bowed to him^ and soon after request* 
ed that he would fi^our him with a visit in the 
New-prison. Baldwm attended him in the after- 
noon, and on the following days till the 15th, and 
the subsequent days till the 14th, the prisoner's 
discourse with Bakiwin operated very materially 
towards his conviction, as it was brought in corro- 

"Jkoration of a variety of evidence on trial. He 
asked Baldwin whether he was acquainted with 
Mr. Dean, and being answered in the negative, 
exclaimed, ** What not know Mr. Dean, Silas 
Dean, emploved by the congress? He Is a hae 
fellow. I believe Benjamin Franklin is employed 
oh the same errand.*' He said he had taken a view 
g of 
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of most of the dodc -yards and fortifica^ns zhon^, 
. XnglHXid, the nopibcr of ships in the navy« aiUt 
ob^rvcd their weight of metal and khek njuinihef 90 
men, and bad been ta France two or thf«e tim^ 
to inform Sihs Dean of bis discoveriea) ami that 
Dtean gare biin bills to the amount «f aook vA 
letters of recommeodation to a merchant in tbc 
city, which he had burnt, lest they should lead t» % 
discovery. He informed Baldwin tha,t be htd 
instructed a tin-man's apprentice at Caatofhusy t« 
make him a tin canntster, which be carried* t* . 
Portsmouth, where he hired a ledgin? at one Mrs. 
BexalPs, and tried his pre]>aratioos for setting i(0 
to thedock-yard. After recounting the manner o€ 
preparing matches and combustibles, he said tha* 
on- the 6th of the preceding DcctmbeE, he got intci 
the hemp-house, and having placed a candle in m 
wooden-box and a thi cannister over it» and sprtnk-r 
led turpentine over some of the hemp» he proceeded 
to the rope-house, where he, placed a bottle of 
turpentine among a quantity of loose hemp, which 
he sprinjcled wich^ turpentine^ and haVing laiA 
matches, made of paper paintccf over wiftb po«rJei>e4 
charcoal and gun-powder diluted with wateCt and 
other combustibles about the place, he returned tm 
his lodgings. These matches were so contrived g» 
to coutinuo burning for twenty- four houis; 901 
that by ctittmg it into proper lengths be provide^ 
fpr his escape, knowing the precise time when thr 
firo would reach the combustibles. He had hired 
lodgings in two ortier liouses to which he ioteiuUd^ 
to set 6rd, that the engines might not ha all em- 
ployed together in qutuchiMg the eooflagration at 
the dock. On the 7th he a^aia wciH to the hemp* 
hotise, intending to set it on fire, whtoh.he^ how- 
ever, WAS unal^ to e(fect> owing to a half -penny 

wonh 
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w^th of cmnnulA house, matches that be h^d bought 
aot being sciflicieiitly dry. -This disappointmenty 
%t Midi vendered him exceedingly uneasy, aud 
hk went from the hemp-house, to the rope-house^ 
a«d set lire to the matches he had placed there. 
Hesbidhis uneasineas^ «vaa increased because he 
^oukl not return to hiHodging, where he had left 
a bundle containihg an Orid^s Metamorphosesy m. 
treatise on war and making fire*works» a Jastin» a 
yiiitol^ and a French passport, in which his real 
teame was.insertM. When he h&d set fire to th^ 
lope^house he proceeded towahls London, deeply 
tegretting his f^Umt-e in attempting to fire the other 
Gliding) and was* strongly inclined to fire into the 
windows of the woman who had sold him the bad 
marches* He jumped into a cartj and gave Ihfc 
woman who drove k sixpence, to induce her tb 
(tfvvz quick : and vrheh he bad passed the centinelis, 
•bserred the fire to have made so-rapid a prt^greM, 
that the *' element seemed inm blace.^* Abov't 
ven the next mbming he arrived at Kibgtoiv 
wb«fe he remained utxtil the dusk of the evening, 
^■d pf6cceded^ to L6ndon in the stage* $0Qh 
after iris anitali he waited upon the gentjemftn 
M the dty^ ahd infontied him of having been 
uttder the necessity of btimiilg the bills upon, and 
itttem to, him ftwn Silas Dean. The gentlemati 
hthtttd to him with ^fayne^s, but i^poioted to meet 
bim at a coffee-house. At thft coffee-houi^e tbe 
f entlefnan seemed to be doubtful as to the story told 
by Hill, who therefore went away displeased, and 
9A soon aR he reached Hammersmith wrote to the 
aMevchant, tafringi he wa^s going to Bristoli And tlwt 
tbe ** handy works** be meant to perform theiv 
Would bi!«>on known to tbe jhiblic* . A &hort time 
after his ardvoi at fiiistoly he set fire' tosefcral 
C a ■■ houses. 
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Iiouses whicb' were afi burning with great rapidity 
at one nme, and the flames vcere not extinguished 
eiil damage was sustained to the amount of fifteen 
ihousand pound;. He aUo.set lire to combutcibles 
that he had placed among a number of oil barrels 
upon the quay, but happiiy without effect. He re- 
lated to Baldwin a gi'eat number of other circum- 
stances, which were confirmed by a variety of evi- 
dence on hit; trial, which catne on, Thursday 
March ^, i777» at Winchester Castle, before tkp 
Right Hon. Sir Wiliiam Henry Ashurst, Knt. and 
Sir Beaumont Hotham, Knt. Ja^ea Russel pro- 
duced a tin ca»e apd « wooden box, made to 6t 
each other, oontaining combustibles, which he 
.^wore he found is the hemp house at Portsmouth. 
William Tench, apprentice to a tii> man at Canter- 
bury, deposed, that about a month or six weeks 
before Gbrtstmas he made the tin case produced by 
JRiissel, by the order and under the immediate 4Ih 
spectlon of the prisoner. Elizabeth Boxall swore^ 
^hat the prisoner lodged at her hoas# on the nigli^ 
Receding that on which the fire happened, and tb^ 
«n the morning «he perceived a violent smell of sul- 
phur, and going into the prisoner's room complain- 
ed that slie was ftairful he would set fire to her 
house ; that he left a bundle, which she opened and 
found to conuin a tin case ; and being shewn the 
cannister produced by Russel, she believed it to be^ ■ 
the fame. Mrs. Cole swore, that the prisoner took 
a lodging at her house, and left there a bundle* 
contamitig M>me books and other things, which she 
deliv«f(«l to Mr. Jeffrey, clerk to the comniissLonet* 
of the dock. John Fislfer, servant to Mr. Tuck* 
tinman, at Canterbury, deposed, that about six or 
feven weeks be^bre Christmas the prisoner canf»e to 
^is ina$ter*s jihop, and gave ofdexs £ur two tin cases, 

but 



hxkf that, not Wing iiiiitihe4 at the fiitw h€ bad ap^ 
pointed to' caU for tn«t»> they wtre left tm his Iimi»' 
ter*s hands. Fishfer produced one of the caset^ 
v^bftch was found to corrc^)X)nd with that fouhd m 
the b«mf»-bou»e, William ^aidy and William 
"We^oii Kwore, that they saw and conversed with 
tH« prisoner in the heiu|>-hous«: at Portsmouth oti the 
7tH of December. Ann- Hopkins deposed, that 
about fbur> or half-past fcurk of the day on tirhicb 
ibc fire happened at Fortsm^uth docki the prisoner 
oT^rtook her near the Flying Bull at Cobham» tJtA 
saying be i««s goiag to Peter^field* and fearihg hb 
cbevid be benighted, desired she vvbold allow btai 
to rid^part of the way in bercait, and gave her sixh 
pMHHT in order that she might driKe qttick ; and 
f ahatf wh^ 6he came within Mght of her hou>e> ht 
leaped out of the cart, and took the road leading t6 
.Xoiidon. Anm Gentle swore, that on the day bl:*- 
iore the ivitzt Portsmouth, the prisoner boii|(it a 
lialfpenny worth of matches at her shop on rOrf*- 
tno4iil) Common : and John Hollingdoo swoie, thaH 
»s far as he could judge from human ptobabiiiey^ 
tb« prisonefe* was the man to whoni he sold twti 
Mincessof .vpiflts of turpentine, and a quarter of a 
. pound of sdt-petre» either three or four days befert 
0f after the eoth of November. Mary £ifbop da- 
posed, that -some time between Michaelmas and 
Christmas the ptisoaer'came to her house tti Canter* 
buyy,aud tisked whether she could* procure a woodeA 
ftbti^ to be made for him. Being shewn the 
wooden box Amnd ^itith the tin case in the hMip^ 
katise, ^he said, she saw a thing like it brou^t to 
the prisoner^ by Mt. Ofmtsham^ apprentice* wlro 
was since dead . John Dobby , who oppf ebendevJ th« 
ff tsontr, declai<ed» that . be found Lft bb ctistody the 
C 3 following 
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following artiGlei} a sDuflf-box containing iinder, a 
smftU powder-liorn with gunpowder, a striking ttr-» 
dcr-box primed, a phial half-full of spirits of tui- 
pcntine, a parcel of^matchesy and some otheir things 
not of a suspicious nature. Thomas Mason, a 
painter 9 near Bristol, swpre, that the da^ affir 
Chrismas day the prisoner came to his house, and 
asked leave to grind a small quantity of charcoal ^- 
that he directed 4iim to his colour-stone, on which 
he worked about two hours in grinding a piece cf 
charcoal about .the size of two of his 6ngers. The 
bundle left by the prisoner at Mrs. Cole^s was then 
produced : and the clerk informed tlie court that it 
contained a loaded pistol, a French passport and 
some books, the titles of which he read. The couit 
then informed the prisoner, that the evidence again^t 
<him: was closed, and called upon him foir his defence. 
lie called no witnesses, but addressed the court ti«Q 
or' three times, and proposed some quejitions to 
Baldwin, but said nothing tending to invalidate 
<he charge against him. The Judge then summed 
up the evidence in a clear, circumstantial, and can* 
did manner ; and the Jury pronounced him guilty s 
in con!>equence of which the Judge addressed him in 
a manner truly pathetic, reminding him of the 
shocking enormity of his crime, which was of such 
a nature as wuuld not admit the possibility of Wh 
sentence being reversed, and exhorting him to exert 
his utmost endeavours that the eternity he was to 
enter upon in a few days might prove *'an eternity 
of bliss instead of mijbcryf ' The prisoner said, lie 
entertained ** no hopes of pardon, but was willing 
to die, more so than to iive.^* He suflfered at Ports- 
piouth, on the loth of March, 1777. 
HITCHIN, CHARLES. Sec WiLD. }. 
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"HOLMES, — • — ^. See GoNkALEii. 

HORNE, WILLIAM ANPREW, Biqwire, 
(murd£R£R») was the bon of a gentleman of for- 
tune, atfiiitterlty in Derbyshire, at which place he 
was born in rhe year 1685. His father, who was 
distinguished by his classical knowledge, endca* 
voured to teach the son Latin and Greek; but 
wanting a di^poyition to learn, he never made any 
eontiderabje progress. The father allowed him the 
vt>e of his hounds, and furnished him with a horse 
and a gun. He took great delight in the sports of 
the field, and was equally attached to women ; iratv 
withstanding which he was remarkable fpr his par 
simony. He >educe4 several girls, two of whom 
•were serrants to lus mother, apd one was the daugh- 
,trr of a farmer, which latter died in consequence of 
tier grief. He had two natural daughters, one of 
.whom lived to the a^e of fifteen, and tbe o|l>er was 
•living io 1759,. and niight have been reputably 
.married, but that the avaricious father refused to' 
give her any portion of tortune* He had likewise 
criminal connections with his own sister, who beiAg 
delivered of a bt>y in February, 1724, Hofne to?d 
liis brother Charles, three days afterwards, and at 
ten o'clock at night, that he must tak^ a ride with 
him. He then pur the new-born infant in a bag, 
and mounting their horses, they rofie to Annesley 
ill Nottinghamshire, at the distance of five compu* 
ted miles, carrying the child aitetoately. On their 
arrival near the viilaoe, William dismounted, and 
enquired if the child ^as living, and being answered 
jn the affirmative, he took it, and told his brother 
to wait till he came hack« On his return, Charles 
demanded to know how he had disposed of the in* 
i^nt i to which be saidj, that he ha(| placed it behind 
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a liay-sfadt) tnd covered it wttfi fray. 11% alftd Aid 
<1)tl h« intended to have left it at Hie door of Mr 
Chaffonti, of Atihesley ; bat tlitdogs (Mrking, atid 
tllere being a liglit fn the house, he denBted frMi 
his first iRUntion, in the fear of a discovery. AftcfC 
some hesitation, he then resdvtd to place tttmder a 
Warni hayAack, in the hope ihat> when the ser- 
vants cmie ro fodder the cattie in the morning, it 
wbukl be fo\ind. On the follomn^ morning, ho«r*- 
cv«r, the child was discovered lifeless, through the 
tevtrity of the weatfier. In a shoit time after tUt 
transa(^ion» a parrel happened between the bm^ 
thers % \n tonse^ttence of whidh Oharle« commynr- 
cated the affair to his father, tvho enjoined him t« 
the itrittest wcrecy> which was observed till thfr 
death of the old gentleman, who died in the kitchen, 
fcgcri »oa yeans in the year 1747. The father left 
William aii his teal estate, having previously a^i- 
signed the whole of his personal, by deed of gift, tb 
Chariek : nvtw^hstandhig) when the old gentleman 
died, WIHiam tooktwdve guineas imr of bis pockei^ 
wlifch, being l^art «f hh personal effects, was the 
undoubted property, of his brother ; nor did he pro- 
mise to return this money till Charks had engaged 
tt> pay the expense of the funeral, which having 
done, and applied for these twelve gnlneas, Wii. 
liam turned bini out of the house. Soon afterwards 
Charfea was hi great distress, and his children Wevi 
frequently obliged to solicit their uncie^s charhy^ 
but both their petitions and persons wiere treated 
With indignity*. This brutality a«d avarice natu'^^ 
rally provoked Chatles, who having some businesa 
to ♦ra^satt wfth Mr. Cooke, an attorney, at 
I>erby, told him of tht long<t)ncea)ed affair, and 
asked his advice. Tht k^yer desired him tt> go m 
5 a jus- 



« justice of the peacc) and make a futt discovery of 
the Muhole transaction. Hereupon Char Its went to 
a magistrate, and acquainted htm with what had 
happened ^ but he hesitated to take cognizance of it ^ 
said It, might hang haif the family $ and that as it 
Kad' passed so many years ago, advised that it might 
cemaUi a secret. CoDfieqiiently na farther notice 
was taken of it till the year 1754, when Charles 
Home being deliEed with a violent fit orf iiiness, cal- 
led in the asbistance of one Mr. White, of RipJey | 
9nd presuming that he should live but a short rimCf 
said he could not die in peace without disclosing his 
ipnind. V^h^w Mr. White had heard the tale, he 
%}eclined giving any advice, saying it was not pro- 
i^er for him to intevfere in the affair. Charles re- 
covered his health in a surprising manner ; ami 
Mr. White, who saw.him again in a few days after, 
expressing bis astonishment at so speedy a recovery, 
the other said, *« He had been better ever since he 
lyid disclosed his mind to him.** A considerable 
time affter this, WiUiasn HoFn« ha(V a quarrel whh 
a Mr. Roe, ai a publie-house, concerning the 
j[ight of kUling game; when Roe called Horne 
a^ *• i4icestuou:» old dog.*' Hereupon Home pro- 
secuted him in the eccle/iasticaJ court at Litchfield, 
vhcre Roe was cait, and obliged to pay all ex- 
penses. This circumstance enfiamed Roe whh re<* 
venge, and having learnt that Charles Horne had 
inentioned something o^' his- brother having cause<| 
Bi^ natural child to be starved to dea;h, he made such 
enquiry of Charles as determined him how to act. 
Hereupon he went to a magistrate in Derbyshire, 
and obtained a warrant, but to6k Charleses word 
for his appearance on the following day. William 
bearing that such warrant was granted, and being 
apprehcnave kis bcother ipight be admitted as an 

evidence 
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evidence against htiby he lent fWr him, a?Rd tM 
him he would foe his Irietid, if he would tdeny alf 
he had said* This the other nfvs^d— hat told hitn, 
if be would give bim five pounds^ he would go 
fmmediareijr to Irtverpool^ and quit' the kingdom : 
bat William*s extcteive avarice prevented his coma- 
pljdn^ with this moderate Tc<|«iAt. Charles being 
examined by some magiftrates jn Derbyshire, they 
declined interfering in the busings: on, which a. 
justice of the peape in Nottinghamshire was ap* 
plied to, who issued a warrant f&r taking WiRiam 
Andrew Home, Esq. into custody $ and this war- 
rant was backed by $ir John Every^ a magistrate 
of Derbyshire. A constable from Annesley went 
with Mr. Roe, and some other asastants, to Mr. 
tiorne'*s house, about eight in the Evening, but 
could not obtain admittance:, on whith the con* 
stable left Roe and another lo watdi that the partf ' 
Should not escsLpe, and ^ returned in the morning, 
when a servant told them his master w^ gone out ; 
hilt Roe and his compatioa insisting he had not. 
escaped in ^he night, they were at length admit- 
ted, after having threatened to burst tl^ door.*— 
They .now diligently searched the houm, byt could 
not lind Mr. Home : and would probably have de- 
sisted, but that Roe insisted on making another 
search, during which they observed a large old 
chest— and Mrs. Home being asked what it con- 
tained, said, " it was ftiJi o? sheets and table lin- 
en.^* Roe declared he would look into it, and waii 
on the ooint of breaking it open, wbtrn Mrs. H. 
unlocked it, and her husband suddenly started up, 
saying, ** It is a sad thing to hang me> fafr my 
brother Charles is as bad as myself, ami he canno(t 
hang me without hanging himseH*.*' He was taken 
Into custody, and being carried before two josticets 

of 
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of tlfe peace in NottnighasiislMfey thtty committed 
liim to take bia trial tho following aasiees. He had 
l^ot bc«!n long in confiDement, when be applied to 
the Covrt of King^s ^esch for a writ ^ habeas 
corpua i which being granted, he was brovgbt to 
Xopdoii, and his counsel argued that he ought to 
be admitted to bail ^ but the judges were of a dlf* 
ferent ppimon* and he was remanded to the gaol of 
Kottingham. On August lo, 1759, he was tried 
beibre lord Chief f aron Parker $ and, after a 
Jiearingoi about nine hours, the jury found him 
guilty, and be received sentence of death. Though' 
ap many years had passed since the transaction, the 
persons who Ibuiid the cblld were still living, and , 
their testimeoy corroiboiating that of his brother 
Charles, led to the above conviction. Home be- 
ing convicted on a Saturday, was sentenced to die 
en the Monday Ibljowfng i but a number of gen- 
tlt^men waited on the judge, intimating, that as he 
)iad been sa long hardened in iniquity, a farther 
^ime would be necessary to predate him K>r his aw- 
ful change} in consequence of which a respite of 
a month was granted him* When this time wal 
nearly expired, he received a reprieve during his 
Majesty ^s pjeajiure, so that he began to entertain 
liQpf ot obtaining a free pardon. He employed the 

freatcr part of his time iiv writing to people that 
e ibquf ht might have interest to save him. Ho 
seemed littk affected by the enormity of his crimcf 
and fttfqueatiy said, M it was d ■ — d hard to suf* 
fer on the evidence of a brother; for a crime com« 
jnitteU so many years before.** He acknowledged 
to a cfcfigymaji^ who assisted him in his devotions^ 
that h« forgave all kia enemies even his brother 
f^ha^lfs { but made the fbUowing strange addition 
19 hi^ ^9$^hy^** that if, at tbt day of judgment, 

the 
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the Almighty rfiould ask him how his brother "bc^ 
haved, he would not give him a good character."* 
•^It happened, that on the day appointed for his 
cxecutioii, he had just completed his 74th yearj 
amd having always been accustomed to have a 
plumb pudding on his birth-dav, he would have 
continued that custom if he liad received another 
reprieve:. He suffered at Noetingkam, the itth of 
Dec. irs9. 

HOUSSART, LEWIS, ( murOeher, ) vm 
born at Sedan, in France; but his parents being 
Protestants, b«: quitted that kingdom, m conse 
quence of an edict of Louis XIV. and settled in 
Dutch Brabant. His father placed him with a 
barber- surgeon at Amsterdam, with whom be lived 
a considerable time, and then served as a surgeon 
on board a Dutch ship, whkh he <iuitted on ac* 
connt o^f his ill ^ate of health, and came to Eng- 
land. Here he became acquainted with Anne 
Rondeau, whom he married at the French church 
in Spitalficlds. Having lived about three years 
with his wife at Hoxton, he left her in disgust, 
and, going intoihe city, passed for a single man, 
working as a barber and hair-diYsser; and got ac 
quainted with a Mrs. ttemi, of Princes- street, 
Lothbury, whom he also married at St. AnthoHn^s 
church. No sooner was the ceremony performed, 
than the company went to drink wine at an adja- 
cent tavern, when the parish clerk observed that 
Houssarc changed countenance, and some of the 
company asked him if he repented of his bargain ; 
to whicn he answered in the negative. It appears 
as if he had now come to the resolution of mur- 
dering his first wife ; for be had not been long mar* 
ried before his second charging him with a formet 
matrimonial connection, he desired her to b^ easy, 

for 
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fbr die wDuM ht convinced, in a short tinie, he had 
no other wife but herself. During thi^ interval, 
his first wife lived with her mother m Swan-alley» 
Shoreditcb; and Mrs. Houssart being in, an ill 
state of health, her husband called on her about a 
fortnight before the perpetration of the murder, 
and told her he would bring her something to re- 
licve her. The next day he gave her a medicine 
riiat bad the appearance of conserve of roses, which 
threw her into such severe convulsion fits, that her 
life wasdespaired4>fibr some hours— but at length 
she recovered. ThU scheme failing, Houssart de- 
termined to murder her} to effect which, and con* 
ceal the crime, he took the following method :— • 
Having directed his second wife to meet hhn at the 
Turk^s Head in Bishopsgate-street, she went thi- 
ther and waited for him. In the mean time he 
dressed himself in a white great coat, and walked 
out with a cane in his hand, and a sword by his 
side. Going to the end of Swan alley, Shoreditch, 
he gave a boy a penny to go int# the lodgings of 
his first wife, and her mother, Mrs. Rondeau, and 
teU/ the old woman that a gentleman wanted to 
speak with her at the Black Dog in Bisihopsg^te- 
street. Mrs. Rondeau saying she would wait on 
the gentleman, Houssart hid himself in the alley 
till the boy told him^ she was gone out, and then 
went to his wife*s room, and cut her throat with a 
razor— -and, thus murdered, she was found by her 
mother on her return from the Black Dog, after 
enquiring in vain for the gentleman who was said 
to be waiting for her. In the interim, Houssart 
went to his other wife at the Turk^s Head, where 
he appeared ni^ch dejected, and had some suddeu 
jBtarts of passion. The landlady o( the house, who 
D was 
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was at s^p|»|^ wiiTii hk vf ifti, ««0W«in8 *oo^ '^^^ 
prise at hh htkvtUi^u kfi became mw» ci^Ioh aii4 
said be wa» pniy iwei»»y leii4 her husband sb»t»l4 
YexujFQs and fip4 hf«i ^ta Q^ad^ dresiedr-rand aoflU 
lifter this Houssart a^d bw'wiR wf Ht bom^. Mr^ 
l^qndcauA qn finding ber daiigb^er Quivdcrvdt b9flr* 
eaed to her 8qd» to whom she rUaiod ihf sUF^w: 
aod he having beacd thit HouasMt lodged ir I^* 
bury, to«k a cpo^uble, w^^t (bitbcf». Md s^fd b^ 
wa9 come to apprqbcod him on iiififuckm of bav^ios 
^lurdered hi& wifoj «n wbi«b be Ijwgbdl lm¥^y>M 
and asked if anv thing in bi& looks indicated thai 
he could b^ gnoty of sw:b % cfime. Keing ^m^ 
minted 10 Newfate, b^ we^ tcied at ibe n^^t mjumi 
oRs at «be Qld BnUejfo but acquitted* foi; ^ani; of 
the evidence of fbe boy» wb» w^s npt f<iHnd[ tUt « 
considerable time ^ftfwvvarde: bui tbc ocMint Qr^ff-> 
ed the prisoner to renviin in Ketv^g^tBt (p t^ Ua 
tri^I foir bigamy. Iq GQn8ff|Mft«ce ber«of b* w^ 
indicted sit the next «cssm«19« when full pffP9f m9flt 
brought of both bii« niarr4a|[ea s hut an p^ctioA 
W99 nnade bybisooun^Uona point o/beit*' Wbe-* 
ther he could be guiJty of bifjamy* a« tbft ft^ 
marriage was performed by^a Wttir/t^ miaifiter^ eiKi 
be wes only once mariwd accordiw^ %o. (be: form of 
tbe chiKcK of Sn^ltnd.** On this the jury bi^ttgbtr 
in a special yerdicti subjeofe to tbe deter««aatipn q£ 
the tvvelve jndg«* While Hi9iueart lay. in Ne^«» 
gate, atyaiiing tbis soleiui a«!nurd> the boy vbcffft 
lie had employed |o go into, the boot^ Qi Mrs, Bl^fiir 
deau» and who bad bitberta k^pt aecret the wboJtf 
transaction, being in copversatioA with his iiiQ* 
ther, asked ber. what ivoiild become of the bay if 
be should b^ apprehepdjw). Tbe nnoih^ told biA 
be woidd be c»iy swo^nia lelLthe truth. <* Whyi, 

said 



^\Ahe, I dKNlfht they wbuld hanf^ hifni** but 
the mother satisfying him there was H^ clanger of 
mnf aicb coHae|«e»oe^ and ta&itog farthn trith 
him on the subject) he confdssed he waa the bby 
. who .went with the message. Hereupon he was 
tolBeB t6 Mornkm ItdndcBB^ brother of the de- 
icenedy wfao*wclit with hsm to a ju«silketyf peaect 
find the ^ktttx ordtnd a consuUe ^ atcend him «o 
xMewga«e« wbfcre be fixml oo lloo^^art as tbe|XJlr- 
«aa who hbd cmployied him an the itiadwr aboW- 
meneimi^^ Hcreopon Sobmon Rondeau kidgod 
ian 9ppttd a[g;ainst die piftdncr j but in coDaequenee 
Ipf some bad Latin hi it^ the pfoceedungs #ere ftMp- 
1ped% Aiotbbr apfeal imn lodgefl the nei* aetsi* 
iSiiSt and fhe fHsoiKr m^gmg he was iMt prfcpanNi 
46r bis tiilal> be mm iodi%ed till a aubse^ueht flts*. 
Am. Tkk mp^ptsU was bnnight in the name of Sb- 
hmmo ReHdeati) as.bevr to ibe deceased ; and the 
Mnes of lobH Jhft and Richafji Roe' were etfteved 
in the cwfeimon foisii^ «s pledges to prbtec»tie«««- 
Wjhentbe trial oameva^ the eomisel fcfg the yd- 
ikmtr atated tfit foUnwiDg plen» in bar lk>^ imd 
cbatRBeat "df^ the piioowd«gs t^^ 

nt. That berfdefe tbe iupptiAi, towbich be sbw 
ficaded, tbore uMas Modidr yet depending, aad 
mfcidoterfifiAed. 

, -a. A miaMfnei^ btcalise bss katoe "was not Jjew- 
48> bvt Lovisk 

^3 . That the addition of Jabovfiier »v«is wFoiig» Ibr 
hi has not a labbofer^buc* barber-aoigoon. 

4. That there were no ^Ueb pcrAim ai John Dde 
and Richard Roe, who were mentioned as pledges 
•in 4ba apfieaL 

5; Tbal Hcncf Aondrba ^as ibe brother mad 

beir to the ddoeAad 4 ehat Soionon lUmdemi Uras 

b a not 
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not her l>rbther and htir, and tbeireFore Was not tfar 
profier appellant $ and, 

6. Tlia the defendant was not gnilty of the fkcU 
charged in the appeal. 

The replies of the .counsel for the appellant were 
as follow:-—" To the iirsty that the former appeal 
was already quashed, and therefore could not be 
depending and andetcrmined. To the second, that 
It appeared that the prisoner had owned the name 
of I«wls, by pleading to it on two indictments, 
the one for lugamy^ and the other for murder $ and 
his hand*writing was produced, in which he had 
«pelt his name Lewis s and it .was likewise proved 
■ tnat he had usually answend to that name. To 
the third, it was urged thaft, :on the two former in- 
dictments^ he had pleadid . to the addition of la* 
bourer) and a person swdre.that the prisoner 
worked, as a journeyman or servant,, and did not 
carry on his business as a maater.t To the fourth, 
it was.urged, that there were two such persons in 
Middlesex, the one a weaver, and the other a sol*> 
dier-— and this fact was sworn to. , In answer to 
the fifth, Ann Rondeau, the mother of the deceas- 
ed, swore that she had no children, except -the 
murdered party, and Solomon Rondeau, the an* 
pellant : that Solomon was brother and. heir to the 
deceased, which Henry Rondeau was not, being 
only the son of her husband by a former wife*-*- 
With regard to the last article^ respecting his be- 
ing not guilty,, that was left to be determined by 
the opinion or the jury.** 

The trial having now commenced, the same wit* 
nesses were examined as before, to which was add- 
ed the evidence of. ibo boyi which was so forci- 
ble 
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^Ule tint iht Juiy l>roti^bt in ikt jM^Mbcr gytiky, 
«nti he rbcetved aeiiteflKeof -death. His btlnivioiir 
«Aer donvictioii was v«ry imprciipcr, and as the day 
tif cxectttioA drew nearer* 4ie became atii4 Wore har- 
dkhcdi, having fraquentfy declared thai he V9oM 
«it \n% imn throat} as the Jitry bad found liim 
frfnky of ctittkig that of liis wife. Hh bjbhaviour 
•at tlie i>lace of itx^ctttion was equally ifldccoKBtrs* 
•He t-efWd to pray with the Ordinary of Newgate, 
nhd anoclier clergymais wlio kmdiy atteadi^ to 
assist bfin hi ki^ dcvMietiy* He fiu'mred opposite 
«1ie end «f ^Swan Alley, tn ^ioreditch> neai tlfe 
l|dace «rkore >tbe iVMirdec was ceiamittedi on the yth 
lof Dec. 17*34* 

«U.NT£R» KBV. TtiOMA$> (uuitDEReftv) 
^va& tern in the ctninty of Fife, «iid was the son of 
a TH^ fartner^ fiho sent him to the Univenity of 
fit. Andrew for educatimi. When he had ac^uictd 
a stifficient «hare of claMJcal K^niingk he was ad- 
mitited to the degr«^ of Master of Arts, and began 
to prosecute hiB ^tucNes in divjfnlty with no ii»a)l. 
tkgree of silcots&. ;Sevc¥aI of ihe yofMSger cklgy- 
mtn.act as tutors to weilrhy aad distingaishcd law 
fiiilie6,-4tll a prop^ period arrives for thftt enteria^ 
srfto^ordets, wbi^k tliey Iftever clo ^l they obtain a 
fenefice. While in t«is rank of life they bear the 
liame of cbflpltfins; and in this station Hunter 
Ittcd about two yeans m the hotise of Mr« Gordon^ 
li very eminetit merchant, and one of the bailies ^f 
EdinbuTglu which is a rank «qOai to that of alder»> 
mao of Loiidos. Mr. Gtirdoo^s falnily consisted 
bf himself^ his kdy, two sons and a daughter, a 
fowag woman who attended Mrs. Gordon and her 
daughtfer» the aialefaictor in qpoestioiu some clerks 
mi atrial mfw^: To ibe can; of Huntf r was 
;. t) 3 com- 



50 MVNTKX* 

commlcted the education of the two sons; and for 
a considerable time he discharged his dutf in a 
manner highly satisfactory. to the parents, who con- 
sidered him as a youth of superior genios^and great 
goodness of heart. Unfortunately a connectioa 
took place between Hunter and , the young wo- 
man which soon increased to a criminal degree^ 
and was maintained for a considerable time with- 
out the knowledge of the family. One day» how- 
ever, when Mr. and Mrs. Gordon were on a visif. 
Hunter and his girl met in their chamber as usual | 
but having been so incautious as not to make their 
door fast, the children went into the room, and 
foimd them in such a situation as could not admit 
of any doubt of the nature of their intercourse. 
No suspicion was enteitained that these children 
would mention to their papents what had happened* 
the eldest boy being not quite ten years or age x . 
but when th^ children were at supper with their 
parents, they disclosed so much as left no room to * 
doubt of what had passed. Hereupon the fe- 
malp servant was directed to' quit the house on the 
following day $ but Hunter was continued in the 
family, afttr making a proper apology foe the crime 
of which he had been guilty, attributing it to the 
thoughtlessness of youth, and promising never to 
oiFend in the same way again. From thif period 
he entertained the most inveterate hatwd to all the 
children, on whom he determined in his own mind 
to wreak the most diabolical vengeance. Nothing 
less than murder was his intention : but it was a 
considenible time afttr he had formed this horrid 
plan before he had an opportunity of canving i( 
into executiouM^ \^enever4t was a fine day, he 
was accustomed to walk in the fields with bis pupils 
P . . for 
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for an koar before dinner ; and in these excursions 
the young lady generally attended her brothers 
At the> period immediately preceding the commis- 
sion of the ^tal fact^ Mr. Uordon and his family 
were at their coontry retreat very near Edinbureh % 
and having received an invitation to dine in that 
city, he and his lady proposed to go thither about 
the tune that Hunter usually took his noon-tide 
walk with the children. Mrs. Gordon was very 
anxious for all the children to accompany them on 
this visit ; but this was strenuously opposed by her 
husbandy who would consent that only the little 

firl should attend them. By this ch-cumstance 
[unter> intention of murdering all the three chil- 
dren was frustrated $ but he held his resolution of 
destroying the boys while they were yet in his 
power. With this view he took them into the 
fieid|r» and sat down as if to repose himself on the 
grass. This event took place soon after the nuddle 
of the month of August, . 1 709, and Hunter was 
preparing his knife to put a period to the lives of 
the children, at the very moment ihey were busied 
in catching butterflies, and gathering wild flowers. 
Having sharpened his knife, he calld the lads to 
him, and when he had reprimanded them for ac- 
quaiiittng their father and mother of the scene to 
which they had been witnesses, said that he would 
immediately put them to death. Terrified by this^ 
thteat, the cnildren ran from him ; but he imme- 
diately followed, and brought them back. Htf 
then placed his knee on the body of the one, while 
be cut the throat of the other with his penknife i 
and tbeti treated the second in the same inhuman 
manner that he had done the first* These horrid 
murders, were committed within half a inile of the 

caule 



c<i8Ck ^ E^vhotgh I dBd M tbc :ficdd was perpe% 
trated in th« nifddle^f tbe^ay> and (n the opdA 
£elda> it wduld Mv« been v<ry wottdcfffkl Isi^Qd^ 
if the mdfderer }^d not l>ttp ^AiteedUtely talcicii 
kno cimody. At tke wy tinjt > « gcn^l^amn 5wk 
vvalki]^ oa the Castie-hiJi of ^Mial^arglh wkd bad 
« c<^ab]y perfect vkm of wlmt (iassed . Ahuntd 
hy the iiKid^n^ he cidled some pcofkt, ^^ rait 
%ith hifii ta the ^kce iv4iere44ie Ichiidreii vNfi>e l^Eo^ 
dead I HttDter now hflid ^dvtHicdl totvaods a rtvei> 
wiifh a view to dv<»wA 4)t«isei€. These who ipur- 
8Ued> cfine iif> with him juM as be reached the 
lirink of the 4^iver : dfjd hiaiperson being imfnedi:» 
afej^ kiM>wn 4o them, a nessenfer wai ifwtttmlf 
^i^paCched to Mr. immI^ Mi«t Oo«Mfm, ^ho were vt^ 
^Ht moaaont ^ng «q dfiMier with their friend^ to 
infenn them ^ the horrid ;iiiiir^r «f their soos.^m* 
^nguagie is t^ weak toiktcrrbe ^evflPtcts rqtitlr* 
ii](g !|Vai9 1^ commttfiteation -of this ikeaiTbi news i 
lift a»t9iNshaiet)t of the atected fatber» the af^tty 
^f the frantic mother, ina|r fx)8»ibly be conceived, 
l^u^h it «»niiot be f>ainted. rAccording to ah old 
, Scottish law it wa$ decreed^ thit ** if a tntntlerer 
fihoald be tdkm wii»h th^ bleed of the hnordcrtd 
jMVBoD on hift*clotheS) Ife ^hcNiid be firet^etoted in 
the ^riff'« (JDvrt, and elcecuted within thiveda||ra 
atfter the coitmiiasion of the fat?t." It 'If at not 
common to exetnteihifi sentence with rigofli»{ but 
this ollendec's crkne was of sa aggravated a 12a. 
^m, that it was not thoiight fropter to Ireiiiit anj 
thing of the otilftost 'severity of the law, Th? pn* 
soneir wa^ ihfrrefbre, coii^itttfd tti gaol, imdicbaiaed 
down to the ^r all flight ; and toh the fe^krwfaig 
day the sbedIP issited h% fpft<rtpt ffor the juty t» 
mttii aAdiifltoQScqaeQcttvfthairTcrdia, ifuate 
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was brought to his trialt when he pleaded goSltf ; 
ami added to the offence he had already commit- 
tedy the horrid crime of declaring, rbat he lamented 
only the not having^ murdered Nfr.Gordon's daugh- 
ter as well as his sons. The sheriff no¥f passed 
sentence on the convict, which was to the followin|t 
purpose : that ** on the succeeding day he should 
be executed on a gibbet, erected for that purpose 
4>n the spot where be had committed the murders.; 
but that« previous to his executioni his right hand 
should be cut off with a harchet, near t£ wrist $ 
that then he aboeld be drawn up to the gibbet, by- 
a rope, and when he was dead, hung in chaint 
between Edinburgh and Leith, the knife with 
which he committed the muiders being stuck 
through his hand, which should be advanced over 
his head,'and fixed thei^with to the top of the gib« 
.bet.** Mr. Hunter was executed, in strict confbr* 
inity to the above semeifce, on the aad of August^ 
1.700. But Mr. Gordon %don afterwards petitioned 
the shcftff, that the bod v might be removed to a 
snore -distant spot, as its hangmg on the siUe of thd 
highway, through which he frequently passed^ 
.tended to^ re-excite bis g^ief for the occasion that 
had first eiven rise to it. This rec^uisition was 
immediatery complied with, and in a tew days the^ 
body was removed to the skirts of a small vtUa|ce^ 
near Edinbuc^h, named Broughton. It is equaUy 
true and horrid to relate, that, at the place of exe*^ 
cution. Hunter ckmd his life with the following 
shocking declaration :, ** There is no God— I do 
not believe there b any— or if there is, I hold him 
in defiance.**— Yet this mfidel had hitherto been 
looked upon as a Mtmster, 

HUTCHINSON, AMY, (murderer,) was a 
native of the Isle df Ely, and daughter of poot 

parents 
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parantfi; i»4io, liQMw*r» tdntrJvfci to fccopfcerit 
school till fibe w*» twelve yehw ^f «^» WIkq 
sixteen, and being a tall fi«t girl> ^^ was adidtv*" 
sed by a young tnJrn, ivbow love she ft-et«irBed vrath 
equal affection. Her fttthcr he'mg^^ffMA of dik 
connectron, strictly chaifged iris-drnghtcr tori^odine 
it} but these vvas no arguing tfgapn^t lovet ^ 
connection continued tUl Ac young fellow sodooctt 
her under fMromise of «Ba(rnige« ond then docfawd 
' Kis resolotion oi* foiiig to Landoil^ dcoailagMi 
would wed heron his return^ iShiocked at tliiB^afii- 
preht ki^deiity, she deieftniMed «« •reifiengo^ aill 
ieiog now addressed hy a youtig artm» named jT>lm 
H»U:hinson, who had feeea al*wy« ^ttifcmeJy dio- 
agreeabk to her* 8he«gre«d to many htoB sfoi^he 
«r«ry next <iay after be had fiaSd fafer « feitaidi visit. 
Ja ccordingly <bc vnarrjage totfk Ipitec immediately ^ 
9<id her favo*iritc happening to setKirn frcnto.Ldtadori, 
Jost as tW inewly-Awedded pair wcbc conikigJOittflBf 
chvrch> tho bf ide wasL igreatly alFeefed 'a* the re- 
collection of formtor scenes, and the irieyoeabk 
ceremoay whicli had now passed. -She was vnabtfe 
to love the roan she had marrifcd, and doatcd tb 
dtstTactlon on him fiiie Aad fleeted : eonseqbehtlf, 
«.he latttsr was admitted to his foimer intimacy ivim 
Jber ; a circumstance thKt /glvo fnU . acsape to die 
(envious tongues of 'hk»r ncighbofus. fintchihsoh 
ibecoming jealous of his «^ife»-a quarrel eUsiicid, dun* 
ing which he beat her with .mvch oevtrity > but 
Ithis producing HO akleratiiciD (n htr eondud^, i» had 
^course to drinkli^, Mlh^a v«eW<to bwoid lail^na**' 
fa\ reflections on his sitiMtion. la the interiitt, te 
imh Bjod hbe pawfti^^'r vc^tiaMed Yfiek gviky mten- 
course uninterruptjed ; but o ono i d crnig the Hit df 
'» the husband os a b&l- f 6 tlslm 'Mf>|ii^fi> k'H^ki re- 
aolvcd to remove him by ptlHasii tot which pm- 

pose 



HUTCHINSQK. 35 

pose the Vfik purchased a quantity of arsenic ; 
mnd Mr. Hutchinson bciiig afflicted with an ague^ 
and wishing for so^nething warm to drink, the 
v^fe'pwt some antaic m ale» of which he drank 
Wf9 pkniifidly.} she UUn left hifi, saying, she 
lfOKi{4 gAan^bw)! sonscching fochtsdinner; when, 
OWf |i«9 hit (oief ». shA acquainted him with what 
IkmA pa$sfd) on wUeh he advised her tp^ hoy inosci 
poiaWB fiMiriaigkht fiss^ might nott be. su^cient to 
OpefMlf f hiU its e^fe» were too fatal^ ior he died 
^1^1^ 4toer-6i«if . on the same. day. Her another 
vistfing hfiM oa thft day that the uniuppy roan died, 
a^ hein|r siispiciiMis» ^m her former conduct^ 
that a(m$ indirect inethodt had been used to de- 
<lE«Qr hinaif she aaid« *>* i am aixaid< you have done 
Bonm!l»f^ to jMur hatband 3** to. which Mrs. Hut^i. 
chinMn «»ly said^ ^* Whan nsaJces you think so» 
motlier K* Th« deceaacd was huriect on the foU 
^(m^ SMMVl^yit aiici the. next day the ^rmer lover 
n(Pew«4?hisk y«5ila;. whkh oecaaiomng the netgh* 
iMnra to talk very^ freel^s of the ai|^ir». the body 
of tb« deB4a#^ laae takwi. up, the coroner ^s Jury 
fjiymmeriwli and the. veriiyct given was, *• That John 
9u|chi«Ma had died hj poiaon/* on which the 
yfifiVSlg widei^v. w& commiticdi ta the gaol at Ely. 
^ haii CQIVitel lo plead lor her on the trial ;' but 
the-ewideeipe against her being such as satisfied the 
Jury* «h^ waa convicted^ a4Mi ouheced for execu- 
tion. Shft ^aa attended ta the place of execution 
bfj^ a clMgynuuiy ta whoot she acknowhdgfti the 
i«ag»ttudc. of her crime, and the >astice of her sen- 
tence» pfofemig at the. same t«ne the most un- 
f^igiMd penkeace. She suffered at BIy, (having 
been bnint Sot pgtit*ir£iuwtX an the 7 th of Novem* 
her, I75QI SecViCAftS. 

JACKSOV^ 
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JACKSON, NATHANIEL, (highway- 
man,) was a native of Doncatter, in Yorkshire^ 
whose father, <iying while he Was v^iy ybung, left 
a sum of money for hh use v\ the hands of a rela- 
tion, who apprenticed him to a silk-weaver in Norr 
Wich. He had frequent disputes with his master^ 
with whom he Jived three years, and then ran away. 
At length his guardian found out his retreat, and 
sent to infermnim, that, as he was averse to busi- 
ness, his friends wished that a place might be pur* 
chased for him, with the money left by his father • 
But Jackson being of an unsettled disposition, 
enlisted in the army, and was sent to Ireland.-^ 
After a while, being disgusted with bis low condi<* 
tion, he solicited his discharge, which having ob- 
tained, he procured some money of his friends, and 
gave fifteen guineas to be admitted into a troop of , 
dragoons ; but soon quarrelling with one of his 
comrades, a duel ensued, in which Jacksod wound- 
ed the other in such a horrid manner, that he was 
turned out of the regiment. He then returned to 
England, and lived some time with his guardian in 
Yorkshire ; being averse to a life of sobriety, he 
afterwards went to London, where he spent, in the 
most extravagant manner, the littlu money he 
brought with him. Reduced to the utmost dis- 
tress he casually met John Morphy, and Nca! 
O'Brian, whom he' had known in Ireland. After 
they had drunk together, O'Brian produced a conw 
sjderable sum of money, saying, '< You^e how I 
live:..! never want money, and if you have but 
courage, and dare walk with me towards Hamp- 

stead 
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stead to-n%lit, I'll diew 70U how eaiy it is to 
^et it.** AsJaclooD and Murphy were both of 
dissolute manners, and very poor, they were easily 
, |>eniiaded to be concerned in this dangerous enter- 
prize. Between Totteahani*Court*Road and Hamp*i 
^ead^ they stopped a poor man named 'Dcnni«, 
from whom they took his coat, waisicoat» two 
^ahiits, thirbeen-pencc in money, and some other tri- 
fling articles; and then bound him .fa a tree. . No 
sooner were they gone, than he struggled hard) got 
.loose, and nMeting a person whom he knew, they 
pursued them to a tiight-housv, in the Hayroarket, 
where Murphy and Jackson were -taken into cus- 
tody, hut 0*Rrian made his escape. On their trial, 
AS «oon as .Dennis. Iiad given his testimony, they 
•owned the fact they had comraitred, in consequence 
•of which they received f-entence of death j but 
wMurphy obtained a reprieve. Jackson's brother 
•exerted jiU ills influence to save his lifej but hia 
-endeavours. proving ineffsctoaU he sent him a letter 
.to inform .him of it, which was written in such an 
.aflTecting manner as to overwhelm bismind with the 
« most poignant affliction. While under sentence of 
^death-, Jackson behaved in the most penitent man- 
Dcrj confessed the sins of his past life wish the 
«deepest signs of contrition ; was earnest in his devo-^ 
■tions, and made every preparation tor his approach'- 
'ing ^nd.. He was executed at Tyburn, onrtbe 1 81I1 
Af July* i7»2f having suffered for the first robbeiy 
4ie ever comn>itted. 

JACKSON, REVEREND, Ctraitoh,) was a 
^native ^ Ireland, and early in lite a preacher at 
*1>ivistock chape). The emoluments of his t:lericai 
occupation not affording him a sufficient subsistence 
Jk applied his talents to literature, and was for ft 
VOL, iif fi ^ con- 
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considerable time editor of a newspaper, in which 
situation he made himself vtry conspicuous. He 
took a decided part in the quarrel between the 
Duchess of Kingston and Mr. Foote» and is blamed 
for having treated the latter with too much asperit j. 
He was a sharer in the romantic scheme of the 
^Royalty Theatre* and was obliged for a conuder- 
able time to abscond, on account of the pecuniarjr 
difficulties in which it involved him. Afterwards 
he entered into a drimin^l conspiracy* and was 
tried at Dublin for High Treason* on the. ajd of 
April, 1795, at eleven o*clock . The indictmentchar- 
gisd the prisoner with two species of treason, namely» 
compassing the King^s death, and adhering to his 
enemies $ and stated fourteen overt acts. The At- 
torney-General opened the prosecution on the part 
of the crown ; and having dwelt at some length on 
the doctrine of treason, proceeded to substantiate 
the charges laid in the indictment ; for which put^ 
pose he calkd Mr. Cockayne, an attorney of Lon- 
don, who depo^d, that be had been for a series of 
years the law-agent and intimate friend of Mr. 
Jackson, who, a few years nince went to France (as 
the witness underst(»od) to transact some private 
business for Mr. Pitt,whete he resided a considera- 
ble time. Soon after hi^j return Mr. Cockayne said, 
he called on him, oiidtQlc^ him in. confidence, that 
he had formed a design of going to Ireland, to sound 
the people, for the purpose of procuring a supply 
of provisions, &c. from them tor the French, and 
requested him Cthe witness) to accompany him. 
Having accepted the invitation, he immediately 
waited on Mr. Pitt, and discovered to him the 
whole of Mr. Jackson*s plans. The Minister 
thanked him for tl^; information, alid hinted, tba^ 

; as 
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as tbe matter was to become a snbjftt of legal in* 
vetti^ation. It would be necessarjr for him to sub- 
stantiate the allegations ; but this Mr. Cockayne 
wished to decline, on the printiplc that» if the pri* 
soner should be convicted of hign treason he should 
lose by it sool. in which sum he then was indebted 
to him. This objection was soon removed by Mr. 
Pitt agreeing to. pay him the money , provided be 
would prosecute to conviction: and the witness ac* 
companicd Mr. Jackson to Ireland, for the pur^se 
of making himself acquainted with his proceedings. 
Shortly after their arrival in Dublin, where thef 
lived together, the prisoner expressed a wish to be 
Introduced to Mr. Hamilton Rowan, who was theft 
confined in Newgate ^ and at length, through the 
ikterference of a frjend, he obtained ^n interview^ 
at which Mr* Cockayne was present. In tbe 
couhe of conversation, the prisoner delivered two 
papers to Mr. Rowan, for the purpose of convincing 
him that he was a person in whom he might con* 
fide. From that time, an intimacy took place be* 
tween them $ the witness always accompanied Mtl 
Jackson in hii> visits to Mr. Rowan, and constantly 
took a part in their conversation^ Thtj agreed, 
he said, that a person should be sent to France to 
procure a force to make a descent on Ireland^ and 
Counserior Wolfe Tone was mentioned as a fit per- 
son for that purpose, who at first appeared to ac- 
quiesce, but afterwards declined the office. Dt, 
Reynolds was then proposed by Mr. Rowan, but 
objected to by the prisoner, as he did not under- 
stand the >\ench language. It was, however, at 
length agreed the Doctor ^ould take the embassy j 
but in a short time he also refused to enter into the 
bwipess. On this It was agreed, that Mr. JacksoU 
E t should 
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ihouW write several letters, which was directed Voi 
j Mr, Stone, o\ the firm of Lawrence and Co. 
Xpndon. The.se contained inclosures tor houses at 
H'^mbuieh and i^msteidam pand sonne of them to 
the French agents, described the situation of Ire* 
land ar the time, invited an invasion, akid pointed 
out the proper places to land. These letters hav» 
ing been sent to the post-office^ the witness went tcf 
the secretary, and informed him of the subject of 
them, on which they were detained. The plot ma- 
tured thus far, having been discovered^ the prisoner 
^as taken into custody. Such is the substance of 
the examination and cross examination of Mr. Coc« 
(ayne,whicb, together with the documentary proofs 
alluded to, were the only evidence adduced. .He 
Appeared very much'agitated and confused through* 
out the whole of the investigation. Mr. Curran 
and Mr. Ponso.nby e'xe ted their abilities in b^hal^ 
of the prisoner. 1 he former spoke at much length, 
lie tresited the conduct of Mr. Cockayne as ex* 
tremely suspicious; and, from the pecuniary tempt 
^tion thrown in his way to act tne part he had 
aope in the business, suggested to. the Jury that hit 
Evidence was entitled to very little credit. .Th« 
prime Serjeant replied. Lord Chief Justice Clon- 
niel d^ivercd a very able a. d impartial charge t6 
the Jury who retired at forty-five minutes after 
three in the morning, and at half past four brought 
ui a vcrdict-^guilty, but recommended the prisoner 
to mhicy. The Chief Justice enquired of the Jury 
if they had any doubts on their siinds, that led 
fhem to such recommendation F-— The foreman 
Answered immediately, »*;No, my Lord." The 
Jury would, in all probability, .have acquitted the 
prisoneff 'hid he not inadvertently Hcknowiedged 

the 



the letteis (which Mr. Cockayoe swore to t>? his. 
band-writing) by explaining some mysterious pas- 
sages in them. The witnesses agreement with Mr. 
Pitt would, otherwise, it is said, have invalidated his 
evidence. The Jury were, — Mr. Alderman Ex- 
shaw, Messrs. Pentiand, Cranfield, Humphrey. 
Cowan, Simon, Oldham, Donovan, Ward, Forster, 
Smith, and Hodgson. The trial lasted seven tecQ 
hours and a half. The Jud|;es Clonmel, Boyd, 
and ChiUnberlain, consulted for a few moments. 
The Chief Justice then addressed the Jury, ^* Gen- 
tlemen, you have acquitted yourselves with honour, 
and a conscientious regard for justice. It U more 
than a century since this land has been cursed with 
such a crime, and we trust your verdict will operate 
in Di'evcnting a repetition of it. Vour recommen- 
dation shall be laid before government. Mr. Jack* 
ton heard the verdict with much apparent compo- 
sure. He was remanded to prison, and expect- 
ed to receive the sentence of the law oh the follow- 
ing Wednesday. On his being brought into Court 
to receive judgment, on the 30th of April, the cleric 
of the crown having read the indictment against 
the prisoner, and the conviction thereon, and asked 
him the usual question — What he had to say, why 
judgment of death should not be passvd upon him f 
Mr. Curran prayed that the capti9n of the indict- 
ment might be read, which being done,- he objected 
that the court could not proceed to pass judgment, 
inasmuch as the copy of the caption of the- indict- 
ment had not been served on the prisoner ; and that 
the names of the grand jurors wno found the bill 
of indictment were not set out in the record, and 
inasmuch as it didjiot appear what such grand 
jurors weie iwou^fb do. Mr. Ponsonby spoke to 
I I the 
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Ae Mine poifit. The Attpmey-Gencnii stld, ^It; 
if there were any objection on the part of the pri* 
toner, going to the legalty of finding the indicts 
neht, or to the competence of any of the grand 
jury, who found the bil) of indictnettt against the 
ttrisouer, or even to the sheriff, who impanneUed the 
grand jury, it should have been made before he had 
pleaded to the indictment. It being intimated to 
the court that the prisoner tt this time apmrared to 
be fn a. very dangerous situation, in point of bodily 
, weakness, having some time before, and from his 
ilrst being brought info court, appeared to be un* 
commonly agitated — the court ordered, that if any 
medical gentlemen were present, they should exa« 
mine into the situation of the prisoner, and report 
their opinion thereon. Doctor Waite, who wai in 
the county jury-box, went down to the dock, and 
after examining the prisoner, reported that he wm« 
- in a sinking situatibn, and had every appearance of 
immediate dissolution. Mr. Kingsley, druggist, 
who ^id he was bred sm apothecary, also examined 
the prisoner, and reported that he was dying. On 
this the court ordered that the prisoner should be 
)-cmanded until further orders ; but, in a few mo*> 
Snents, the unfortunate man expired in the dock. 
The court infmediately adjourned. The Coroner's 
j^nquest was held the next day, when surgeons Hume 
and Adrian opened the body, and deposed he died 
30 consequence of having taken some acrid sub* 
^ance^ but they conld not tell what. His bowels 
and chest were greatly inflamed. In his pocket was 
iin handkerchief, one of his pamphlets, and a very 
f Itfgant short prayer, written by himself, praying 
to God to deliver him from his enemies, fwio tvere 
'virj great and nAoUnu lu a litrlv boX| left i% 

. the 



>ACO»S;— JErFERlES, 4S 

^hte gaoT| ifiras onlv a mmtatiire o^' hh Wf > and « 
1«tter from Mr. Ponaonby. He -was brought up in 
irons, but very light and neatly made foi him.— 
Many different conjectures prevailed with re«pen 
to hi» de^th': that ** poii«on was his timele** end" 
9IO one doubts ; but whether it was administered by 
liis Own band, or by that of ^ guilty associate that 
dreaded some discfosore, of the nature of those 
made by Watt at EdiirSurghy cannot be ascer- 
tained. 

JACOBS, SIMON. See T9Dwbll» I. 

JEFFERIES, EDWARD, (murderer,) 
was t gentleman by birth, and was born about the 
year r$^6, at the Devises, m Wiltshire. He served 
bis clerkship to an eminent attorney in London, and 
afterwards carried on business on his own account ; 
but his father dying while be was yet young, and 
leaving him a considerable fortune, he entered into 
too profuse a way of living, and embarked in the 
debauctieries of the age, which dissipated his sub- 
stance. Soon after, he had the good success to 
marry' a young lady of St. Aiban^s, with whom he 
received a decent fortunf^, and might have lived in 
prosperity with her, but that he continued in his 
former course of dissipation, which naturally occa- 
sioned a Separation. He now associated with offe 
Mrs. Elitabtth Torsheil, with whom a Mr. Wood- 
cock had likewise nn illicit connection. JefTeries 
and Woodcock had frequent debates respecting this 

* woman, but at length appeared to be reconciled, 
and dined together at the olue Po«ts,near Pall-MaHy 
on tbe day 'that the former committed the murder* 

•After dinner, they went into the fields near CM- 
sea, and a quarrel arisin|^ between them respecting 
Mvs: TorsheU, JeiFcri^s drew htsawdrd, and before 

, Woottcedcjiv^o wasieit-kandedi «ouid dfa w his, 4ie 
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received a wounJ* of which he almost immediatelif 
died. Woodcock had no sooner fallen* than Jef^e- 
ries -robbed some of his blood upon his (the de- 
ceaseds) swordy took something out of his pocket, 
and then went towards Chelsea, where he had ap- 
pointed to meet Mrs. Torshell. There were some 
boys playing in the fields who saw thf body of the 
deceased, and a part of the transaction above-men- 
tioned. The body was removed to St. Martinis 
church-yard to be owned i and on the following 
day Mrs. Torshell came, among a crowd of other 
people, to see it$ and was taken into custody, on 
her saying she knew the murdered party, and 'txr 
pressing great concern at his fate. Torsheir^ 
lodgings l^ing searched, a number of articles were 
.found, which she owned Mr. Jefferies had brought 
thither, though they appeared to have belonged to 
Woodcock' On this Jeiferies was also taken into 
custody, and both of them were committed to New- 
gate. Jefferies aljedgcd in his defence, that he 
was at another place at the, time the murder was 
committed i he called several witnesses to prove a^ 
aiibi i but as these did not agree in the circum- 
stances, he was convicted, and received sentence of 
death. Mrs. Torshell was acfjuitted. All the 
while he lay under condemnatipn he repeatedly de- 
nied the having committed the murder, and exerted 
his utmost interest to obtain a reprieve, which he 
was at length promised, through the mediation of 
the Duke of Ormond. September the 9th, 17059 
when the procession towards Tvburn had got as 
far as St. Gileses a respite met nim, to de^r his 
execution till the 21st of the same month } but on 
that day he was executed, his guilt being too ap- 
parent. At the place of execution, he again -de- 
lued the fact > but said b^ fieelj^ forgave tbose wl»o 

ba<t. 
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lltt)ii^}aT«l bftn, and died mchad.t^r 'VMtiij all awa>. 
H4)did'norappear the least dejccti^ V!Ah4tn tbcexfti*) 
<!utiofi^r wa» perfbrming' hbduty. 

JEFFERtES, EUZAEBTH. ' See SwaW 
*JOftlf. 

INNR6, JOHN, (FwrGS»Y,) was bom a^ 
Ctasgow^' in Scotland, and wast the mn of a.ratpec^t 
al^le imtt chant at thae piacr*. wh» ga«e him a gootl 
^db^aeion^ by which .he profiled Hitler but as it «!« 
aWfed hiffl wiih gueater ait and eunniog to imposi 
upon others, 'in the eaiiier part oi hU lifr he fn^^ 
hwt6 th« tea) the kiBtahiiity of Wsvmind liotsMfS 
fering him to pursue^ny settled employ, tiU his rr* 
tuvn, when be married an amiabh: young wounajB* 
by whom ^ had swven dijidren. During thcpcria^ 
' •f Im marriage $tatev he was sobers steady, and dif 
}igan«5 b«Konthc'd«a^ of his wiii^yhtii rambling 
dlepofiiii^ wturnod : h« soom^peat, in extravagance 
and dissipation, a decent 4«ftune he had airuBiislnt 
ted by trade, and was necessitated to follow so^ne 
other pursuit. The connection, of hi iamHy, the 
good character hcvhad once borne« and hie ahiiitica 
together, eoon procureil him a situvtioD as a itc« 
-waKlofa nobleman*» estate. In thia station bia 
mind took a different tiijrn, he became gHpiiig^ and 
tvarieioirs in the extreme j bis conduct wa* veaa« 
tbu€ ^nd oppresfrfve to the tenants, centinualjy mm 
vohtng ihem in )aw-«uit», and other difficaltjes, 
and then escorting money from them, by way of 
Cqropromjsfng rhe disputes. In this ^ituark>n 'ht 
remained till the death of the noblelnan, when the 
e^ate was «old $. he then turned money lender, and 
practised as a pettilogging^ attorney » by wbiib un- 
lawful practice he acquired immense wcaifhibut 
his<»vetousdispo»tloaaot yet . bei^g satUfied, he 

detct mined 
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detenniised upon forgiag a mll^ jmrportiDg it C»be 
die last will of Anthony Bovrman* dcocaacd, with 
an intent to ddrand Sir Charics' Morgan, Bait, and 
Thomas Wright, Esq. The prisoner bronght an 
action, in the Court of King's Bench, a^>.st the 
prosecatori, to recover money in vixtnt of the will j 
bat the fit St witness be called to prove the will, said, 
chat he was nephew to Innes, and at the request qC 
his uncle, came to swear to a falsity, for that he 
knew the will to be a forgery. His trial came on, 
February si, 1794, when his guilt appearing evi- 
dent, the Juiy, without hesitationi brought in their 
▼erdict-^Goiity. During his confinement in New- 

{are, and till the day before his death, be protested 
is innocence in the most solemn manner, though 
nothing could be clearer than his guilt : but when 
lie found all would not save him, and he came to 
the place of executiop, he addrrtyd the speaators 
in the following words :-» 

** Good People, 

*' You see me the victim of eaiiy prodigality 
and late covetousness. In my youth 1 stuck at 
nothing to indulge my passion 1 when 4idvanced in 
years, nothing would satisfy my thirst for riches ^ 
and I now justly meet the punishment due to my 
abominable extortions and wickedness. 1 have 
hitherto denied my guilt, but no#-I wish to atone 
for it in some degree by acknowledging it before 
Gpd and man* May every one take warning by 
my. example.** 

He suffered before the debtor's door, Newgate, 
at the Old Bailey, July it, 1794. > 

TENNISON, F, See Butter wonTHi W, 

JOHNSON, 
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JOHNSON, WILLIAM* (MVH^BRfeii,} wis 
anativeof NoithamptoBshire* where he served his 
time to a butcher^ and removing to London, opened 
a shop in Newport Market } but business not sue- 
ceedtng to his expecution» he took a house in 
Long- Acre> and commenced corn-chandier s in 
this business he was likewise unsuccessfuU on which 
he sold: his stock in trade* and took a public house 
near Christ Church in Surry, Being eoualiy un* 
successful as a victualler* he sailed to Gibraltar* 
where he was appointed a mate to one of the sur* 
geons of the garrison : in short* he appears to have 
possessed a genius tamed to a variety of emplor* 
ments. Having saved some money at Gibraltar* be 
came back to his native country* where he soon 
spent it* .and then had recourse to the highway for 
a supply. Being apprehended in consequence of 
one ot his robberies* he was convicted* but received 
a pardon. Previous to this he had been acquainted 
with oqe Jane Housden* who had been tried and 
convicted of coining* but also obtained a pardon. 
It Was not long after this pardon (which was pro- 
cured by great interest*) before HoujKlen was again 
in custody for a similar offence. On the day that 
she was to be tried* and just as she was broug^C 
down tptfae bar of the Old Bailey*. Johnson caUed 
to see her} but Mr. Spurling* . the head turnkey^ 
tellmg him that he could not speak to her till her 
trial was ended* he instantly drew a pistol* and shot 
Spurling dead on the spot* in the presence of t^ 
Qourt* and all the persons attending to hear the 
trials i Mrs. Housden at the same time encowraginf 
him in the perpetration of this singular fnurder«'^ 
The event had no sooner happened* than the Judges* 
. thinking it uonecfssafy to proceed on the tiiiu of 
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the vpomsm f«r icxiihlDg, ordeted Mki the parties to 
he tried for ^he harder $ and there -being such a 
•number' of -wiftresses to the deed, they were almost 
- imniediately convieted, and received <se6tenee of 
4eetth. Prom >fhi^ time to 4hat of their 'execution, 
•and even Kt The place of fhefr death, they behaved 
•as if theywere w^hoHy mwnsible xJf the enormity 6f 
^he'crime #hich tbey-had ^omtaitted $ and notwith* 
ttandrng the poblicity of their offence, 'to whidi 
« there were* to *in«Hy Witnetties, they bad^be cortli- 
"Henee to deny h to 'the^ast moment of their 4iyes ; 
^or dfd they shew any- signs of compunction fof 
-fheir'formeir-sim. Oii'iheT^rh'of September, f7r*» 
-they -were executed opposite the ses^ons-hotise la 
'the Old Bailey^ sifter which Johnson was hung hi 
' diains near HoUowa^', betf^en Islington and Hjgh- 
gate. 

JOHNSON, JOSEPH, (pfCRFOCfRiT,) tfwif 

the son of poor parents, whoiivedra the Old Jewry, 

'iK4i0havit^gteeetv^d'no ^ducaHon, bat 'kept bold 

•'conlpany ahno^t'from'his iiifincy, became' a 'picfk- 

)!>ocker'#bi)e a ehtid, .and conttnued ^lat practice 

tiJt 'he was above • twenty tyears of «ge. He then 

used to meet'pdrters and errand-boys in the streets, 

^and, by 'a variety of false pretences, gef po»<es8!on 

•«f the goods tentfusted to their care. For one of 

« those '<^ences he was taken into custody, and tried 

lit the Old fiailey, lvhei*e 'he wa^ acquitted in defect 

^evidence. He Hien returned to 'his? former ptac- 

^ces, till being apprehended for stealing a sword, 

^e was tried and convicted -at the Old Bailey, aiKi 

'Sentenced ^6 seven years transportation. <itnow. 

-happewed thAt one of his^frtlow><!onviets wa*T)09ses- 

/ited oC a iftoitnbank^Aote, inrhieh waa ehangedj'as is 

'^i^eanliiedi with' thcetpniiaff Iki vessel, . who had 

• • J , V \ a gratuity 



■k gyattilV)r1br fhtiy hhtfty: for vvfitfli tti<yflti1v«d 
*ili Avnerfca, they were set at largfc, a«d took J«dj;- 
'Ingsat New Ybrki where they lived Mmettme in aii 
YirpMsi^'maiilier : and the atptam, on his renim to 

'lEnglahil, W^a 'Stopped at Rotrerdto, and he 
W^eredthe stoftnnotetoa banker; where having 

*1>ei^ lodged hi pri^bni he-did IMtobtam his Uhmy 
-^thont^fbnside'rahfe difficulty. Johnfson and hw 
ttssocfate bfivfiig dnitted^ew Vork, enlbarked fbr 

- Holland, whence they tame to (Ehgtatod, #hereth^ 

'ttssiitfrfed the dr^ss and appeaninee of pco^ ^f 
fashion, and fircqiicttttd all the placca of 'jjiuhKc 
diversion. Thtis 'disguised, Johnson niMfd «a mfae 
^tth the crowd, and steal wttches, te» whkh Kis 
accomplice canied -off iinsiKpeettfd. The tfktts 
thns stolen were constantly wid fo Jews,«<vHio svnt 
thenjtaHolIand,whefethey wcredispostti of,a*Md the 
robbers esc^tped wid erected . In the • swrttne r^t imte, 
when Londonwas thin 6f 'company, Johtwo»n ttind 
his companion used to tide throifgh the 'country, 
the former appearing as a getltlei^an "of- fOr ttme, 

' and rhekitter as his i^ervaitt. On their arrit«l ^t 
an inn, they enquired of the landlord -fwto tt)e ch*- 
cum^ances of the fanners hrthc neighhoarhood j 
and' when they had learnt the name and residence of 
one who was rich, wfth si/ih other particulars as 

'might forward their phm,'the wfvant was dispatch- 
ed to tdl the farmer that' the 'S<)uire would 'he gl^d 
to speak with him at^the inn; and;: he was coih* 
missioned to hint that 'his master^s' pro petty in tt!c 
public funds was tery consi^rable. This baJt ge» 
^etally surcteded : the farmerhastened to^the ian,. 
Where' he found the 'Squire In an elegant undress $ 
whOj^aftcr theHrst compliments, informed 'him th^t 
^ht-wsf c<»nMr diovm to pircbase a yahiabft tstate -in 
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the ncighboiirhood) which he thought low^ worth 
the buyiogt tha^he bad agreed, to pay part of the 
money that d^y » but not having sutficknt cash in 
his possession* he had sent for the farmer to lend 
him par( of the sum; and assured him that he 
should be no. loser by granting the favour. To 
make sure of his prey, he had always some counter* 

. feit jewels in his possession* which he used to de- 
posit in the farmer^s handj, to be taken up when 
the money was repaid i and, by artifices of this 
kind» Johnson and his associate acquired large sums 
of money i the former not only changing his 
same* bm disguisins; his person, so that detection 
was dmost impossible. This practice he continued 
ios, a succession of years j and* in one of his exple- 
ditions of this kipd, jgot possession of a thousand 
pounds. In order to avoid detection, he took a 
small house in Soythwark, where he used to live in 
the most obscure manner, not even permitting his 
servant-maid to open the window, lest he should be 
discovered. Thus he practised these frauds, and 
lived in retirement on the profits arising from them» 
till he reached the age of sixty years ; when, though < 
he was poor, he was afraid to make fresh excursioos 
to the country i but thought of exercising his ta« 

. Icnts in London. . Hereupon he picked the pockets 
of several persons of as many watches as produced 
money enough to furnish him with an elegant si^it 
of clothes, in which he went to a public ball, 
where he walked a minuet with the mistress of a 
nobleman, who invited him to drink tea with heron 
the following dayv Having attended the invita- 
tion! she informed him that she had another engage- 
ment to a ball, and should think herself extremely 
honoured i^y his company. He. ftadiJy ^reed to 

the 



J0BNS0K.**ISDW£L1. 51 

t^e proposal ; but whHe in companv, he picked the 
pocket of Mr.Pye, a inerchant*8 ckrk, of a pocket 
book, containing bank notes to the amount of five 
'hundred pounds. Pyc had no idea of his loss till 
the following day, when he should have accounted 
with his employer. As soon as the discovery was 
nuide, immediate notice was sent to the Bank to 
atop payment of the notes $ and Johnson was actu-' 
a))y changing one of them to the amount of fifty 
pounds,, when the messenger came thither. Here- 
upon he wu taken into custody $ and being tried at 
the next sessions at the Old Bsiley, for privately 
stealings was capitally convicted, and received sen* 
fence of death. His^ behaviour afser conviction was 
▼ery improper : be appeared to have no adequate 
sense ot the awful fate that awaited him. He suf- 
fered at Tyborn, July 9* sfit^ refusing to join in 
the customary devotions. 

JOHNSON. KOOER. See WriD, J. 

JOHNSON* TIMOTHY. See GuiFPiTHt, 
William. 

ION£S, THOMAS. See ColbmaW, R. 

JONES, RICE. See GAitinK^R, S. 

JONES, J. See Wild, J. 

JONES, --~-.. See Rakn, J. and Cha^- 
WAN, P, 

ISDWELL, ISDWELL, (forgfry,) a Jew, 
who stood charged with being conoerhed iii a for. 

ftty on the Stamp*OA>ce, and was thereupbii con. 
ned in New Prison, Clerkenwell. In the evening 
. of Aptil 3, 1795* he persuaded two of the turnkeys 
that an aunt of his, who was very rich, then lay at 
tlie point of death, and that he had been informed, 
that, could she see him before she died, she would 
give him a thousandTpounds; and, therefore, if they 
Fa would 
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would Ut him, our» tiiiiaocomiMiT hi&\ t4 the pi^ce* ) 
be would give tKeiji fifty guiiMa^ <aeh ik»r tbear 
trouble; and that thp matter might be effected 
wlthour th^ Kaowledge of the ke^efier of the prison» 
or any other pers<^» thfy hs^ving^ the keys, of it aC 
night, and the timse r«^viired being v^ery shorts , To » 
this proposal the t^iiHiikeys agreed ; and aoGOcdingly^ 
about onu o^elpck in the morniflg* the ga£e$ were 
Qf)€ Aed» and IsdweU* witk his iroa$ oii« wa» con* ; 
ducted in.a.hackn«yc9aeh by one of tbefih .arnned 
with a biuAdcrbustf:, lo. the place dlreoied» whioh 
wa6 ifl A«il|ery-Uiie> Bi!»*hQp$gate'StEeet, where 

' they gained immediate admittance oa riiiging a 
bttl^ andi enquif i|ig for tiie aiek Udy». were ushered 
«p one p»ir of «tairs. Isidiivell went into the room 
fii^tf on wbich ^eveml^ fellows ruabed forth ^ and 
attempted tokeepjl^ tifimkoyout, hnt notjiueceed- 
ing in that t«espect, they put the eandles oaC,wrest^ 
ed the bKioderbnSa- ekit .»f bis-haedt and dis- 
<;|iarged i^ at hiai> at tbis iosiaDt, it, was supposed 
Isdwell was endeavouring to make his escape outoF 
the doc^r^ a* he receii9ed the .pr&ileipal' part- of ti)t 
contents of the bluodcrbiKS in his back »: and fi^ll 

jdead ; the turnkey also feU> one of the slqgs gra»;d 
tbe uppet part ot his head ; and the viUains, by 
aome means finding their mistake, though- in the: 
4aik, beat him in so shocking a maimer > with the 
butt end of the bhipdcsbuss, while he lay on the 
ground, so as to break it to pieces, fracture hh 

. akuU in two places, and bruised him_ dreadfully 
about the body $ the noise wbich the aifair occa- 

* fioned, brougbt a number -of watchmen and pa- 

troleH to the house, who secured ten persona 

therein, mostly Jews. There is every . reason to 

tMppo^e thatth^y .wauld'have cpmpletely murdered. 

. ' ' the, 
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tfie turnkey, hacf not ttmtly assistahce been afforded. 
Tbe^ were all examined on the 4tb» before a 
magistrate, as were also tbe turokevs, wbo related 
the above story» and who, as well as tbe others, 
were ordered to be committed for further examina- 
tion. Tbe plan of IsdwelPs escape appeared to 
have been formed by the widow ot the late noto- 
rious Laurence Jones, she having taken the lodgings 
IB Artillery-lane, and though in reality annt to Isd- 
well, ha^ cohabited with him ever since her hu$- 
band^s death. The bed in tbe room where the bu- 
siness happened, was decorated with all the para- 
phamalia of a sick person ; a number of phials 
standing on an adjoining table, and to make the 
farce (which in the last act proved a tragedy) more 
perfect, the image of a woman^s head, with a cap 
on, appeared jun above the bed-clothes. On the 
aist, William Tilly, George Hardwick, James 
Hayden, John Henley, Henry Delaney, William 
Handland, Simon Jacobs, John Solomon, and John 
Phillips, were tried at the Old Bailey, for the wil. 
ful muider of Isdwell Isdwell s by malicioosly le- 
velling and firin.? a blunderbuss at John Day, for 
the purpose of effecting the escape of the said l.sd- 
welt, he being eommitted on a charge for a capital 
oifence. The trial lasted from eleven o^dock on 
Tuesday morning till past one on the next morning. 
The jury went out about a quarter of an hour, ami 
then returned a vtrdict of— Not guilty. They 
were all detained to take their trial for a conspiracy, 
to rescue the deceased out of the hands of justice. 
. On the ist of July, the Sessions commenced before 
Mr. Justice BuHer, Mr. Justice Lawrence, 'the Re- 
corder, &c. the above prisoners, with Jonathan 
Jones and John CrostweU, (the turnkey of Clerken- 
yit\\ Bride«eli; were tried upon a charge of havin|^ 
p 3 assliited 
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AnUtfd UdvftW ladwcU to cucafie from i« V[%¥ 
jtrscy^<< prison, he b^ing iq cu&toUy to be tritrd for ft 
felony. — — *— « Day, one of the turnkeys, related 
the story of his and Cro^swcU^s agreeing to .kn 
Isdwell go to Artiiicry-lane 9 that Tilley sind Ja* 
cobs frequcntiy came to the prison $ and on Goo^^ 
Friday the former aaid to Isdweil, that Moses So«- 
lomoDs (who was confined in Bridewell upon the 
«ime charge) was to \)e suffered to go home and 
keep the passove r with his family. This bad eatnc 
weight in inducing the witness to. consent, and at 
night he accompanied him to >^ nillery-hne, ia 
which he met Tilley, but did not go into the hous^ 
. where he was so dreadfully beats aipd IsdwclJ wa« 
fihot. Moses Solomons was a servant of IsdwelJ^ 
aodi as on the former trial, gave a detail of the cicr 
curostances of Jonathan Jones taking the lodging in 
Artillery-lane i of Isdweirs being expected that 
night i that the trick of a sick aunt wa^ to be' 
played off on the turnkey ; tbjLt Isdwell did come i 
that most of tiie prisoners were there ; and that 
after the accident, he and all the rest fvere taken 
into custody. Mrs. Cymming, who kept the 
house, and a little boy, hier. son, proved that they 
had seen Harwieke, Jacobs,' and Haydeo, come to 
.Mrs. IsdweU.- ]^ay, Spencer, and BrummeU,were 
the persons who apprehended all the piisooera but 
Til ley, Jones, and Cros<well, in and about the house $ 
and they were all particularly sworn to by Day and 
Moses Solomons, as being in some way concerned, 
except Delaney, who was no otherwise identified 
than as being* taken in the housQ. Inihetrde- 
feace,TiUey said, he was employed by the Isdwelk 
as their attorney ; ami ^s the two brothers were 
^'onfined in two different prisons, the going back* 
wards and forwards i'com one to the oth^ occasioned 

his 
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Jiis teeing them •ftener than be othcrwi^ shpuM* 
He denied that be had ever raade'use of the -cypres* 
sion about Moses going out, as sworn to by Mr* 
IXsky, or that he had the smallest knowledge of any 
intcntiou of an escape. John Crosswell l^Tt his de- 
fence to the counsel. Jonathan Jones did riot deny 
that he had tak^n the lodging for Mrs. Isdwell, but 
be had not done it secretly 3 for, on her husbanded 
being taken up, she sent for him to come to town 
irom <?osport ; he did so ; and as she was obligejd 
to leave her house in St. Mary Axe, he h^d taken 
this lodging for her ^ and in so doing thought lie 
did no more than his duty for a niece. Before the 
accident happened, he had returned into the couii- 
try i all of which was admitted to be true by the 
vritness Solomons. Oeorge Hardwick stated nim- 
seif to have been employed as' a porter to assist in 
.carrying the goods to tbe lodging, an^ not having^ 
been paid the whole of his demand, had gone that 
night, and was waiting to get the remainder. - — 
Jflayden said, his wife washed for Mrs. I^dwel), 
and that she being lame, he had gone tp Mrs. Isd- 
.Welles with some things that iiight, and was staying 
for some money. John Hayden had been out 
.drinking, ' not being able to work froQi its being 
Good Friday, and was so much intoxicated^ that he 
could not say how he came into the house. Henry 
J)elaney said, he was passing by the door just after 
the accident, that he stopped to see what was the 
matter, that he w^s pu^^hed in by the mob, and had. 
not been in the house before. Simon Jacobs de- 
scribed himsi If to be a brother in- law to Isdweli, 
that he w.is constantly going backwards and for- 
wards to him ; and that by bis desire he passed 
roost of his time at their lodgings. He. had no 
4oubt but Pay was the man who shot his brother. 

% H© 
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He then entered into a long and vehement attack 
' upon the keepers of ClerkenweH, both for their 
conduct to Isdwell and to hinrself, after be was 
taken I drawing a conclusion with respect to the 
former^ that the governor, deputy governor, and 
turnkeys, were the principals in the escape j and 
that he and his fellow-prisoners, even had they in- 
tended to assist, could only be accomplices, and 
that it could not be just to punish the accomplioei 
before the principals $ nay more, he insisfea the 
escape was made the moment he was out of priscm^ 
and consequently- long before they could be con* 
cerned with it. John Phillips and John Solomons 
related the same stoiy ; namely, that upon a pro* 
mise of a reward of two hundred pounds, thejr 
were endeavouring to get the dies from Mr;i. lad- 
wdl, by which the stamps had been forged ; and 
upon their making her some promises, she had ap« 
pointed them to come that evening. John Henky 
saidy be bad called upon Mrs. Isdwell that nigltt 
respecting a watch he had bought, and which had 
bern stopped. A great number of very respect- 
able witnesses were then called to their different 
characters. Mr. Justice BuUer summed up the 
evidence with much attention and persnlcuity { after 
which the jury went out for near half an hour, and 
then returned a verdict of Guilty, against all except 
Jpnathan Jones and Henry Dclaney : punishment— >i 
a limited transportation. 
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KELLO, J.— KELLO, JOS (FORCiRy,) the 

formei. was the son of a mercer in an extensive way 

' of business in HouUdsditch^ who plactd him at a 

gram- 
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l^^ronujr spKoo] at |ai6Iow in Shropshire, vh^c h« 
attained a great proficiency in classical jetming. 
1(115 education being completed, he was articled to a 
'leputable merchant : and soon after the expiration 
of his clerkship, he procured three hundred pounds 
for the purpose of establishing himself in businesss 
with which sum he embarked fqr Virginia; and 
•pen after his arrival there he connected himself in 
|>artnership with a person who had'/been some time 
fettled in that colony in an advantageous branch of 
trade. His brother Joseph had served a Biackweli^- 
hall factor some years in the capacity of a clerk*; 
and in that time he had contracted an intirhate ac- 
l^uaintance with Mr. Cotton, a packer, of Alder- 
inanbury, who was employed to do a greak deal of 
busine^ for a gentitman named Partridge; apd 
from frequenting Mr. Cotton^s house, Joseph had 
, 'several opportunities of seeing Mr. Partridge*s 
writing, and became acquainted with many of that 
'gentleman's commercial concerns. After a resi- 
dence of about three years in Virginia, John Kello 
returned to London, and^ hiied lodgings in the 
.neighbourhood of filoomsbury-square •* but being 
.addicteJ to a life pf pleasure, he soon found him- 
^If in very embarrassed circumstances. The situ- 
.jltipq of Joseph was not more eligible than that of 
.1)1$ brother ; tor he was equally attached to scenes 
of dissipation, nor was he more inclined than John 
to industry in his profession, or oeconomy in his 
cxpences. With the view of relieving themselves 
from their embarrassments, they concerted a plan 
for obtaining a thoutiand pounds by means of a 
forged draft in the name of Mr. Partridge \ and 
. learning that on the 28th of August he was gone to 
H^lovv> they determined to seize the opportunity 

■ of 
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of his absence forcariying their plan into execution. 
Joseph haying taken one of the chtcks under (he 
(inn of Amyand, Staples, and Mercer, from Mr« 
Cotton^s conipting- house, carried it to his brother^ 
at the Red -Lion alehouse in Mooriields, aiid there 
filled it up in a hand very nearly resembling Mr. 
Partridge's writing. The counterfeit instrumeut 
was now inclostd in a letter to Mr. Cotton, purport* 
' ing to be the writing of Mr. Partridge, desiring; 
.bim to receive the thousand pounds expre&sed ia 
the draft in one bank-note, and leave it undercover 
at the bar of Sam^s coflTce-bouse, directed for Mr. 
. Kous. The letter inclosing the counterfeit draft 
ivas dispatched by a porter, who, upon delivering 
itt was asked by Mr, Cotton who was bis tm^ 
ployer^ in reply to which, he said, he had re- 
ceived the letter > from a gentleman in the street, 
and that lio answer was required. The hand of 
Mr. Partridge being imitated with great nicety, 
Mr. Cotton bad no suspicion of an intended fraud, 
and immediately set out for the banker^s bouse Iti 
Cornhill, where he presented the draft to Mr. 
Mercer, who, after checking him for coming after 
the usual hour of paying money; gave the thousand 
pounds in one bank note. Mr. Cottop immedl- 
ateiy went to the coffee- house, and sealed the note 
in a cover, which, he directed to Mr. }(ous ; but 
aftef waiting about three hours, irt expectation of 
seeing the gentleman, he returned home, taking the 
note wi^h him, and leaving word at the bar for 
Mr. Kous to call at his house in Aldfermanbury. 
When Mr. Cotton got home, he found Joseph 
Keilo there, and mentioned to him, that, as the 
sum M^< Partridge had authprized him to receive 
was considerable, he judged it not prudent tb 

leave 
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leave thetiotc at the coiTee house, lest some mistake 
or accident should hat>pen. Hereupoti, Joseph 
went to bis brother, who was waiting at Seymour's 
coflTce* bouse* in Pope's-head- alley, whence they 
«lis|iat€hed a chairman to Mr. Cotton, with a verbal 
flKssage, as from Mr. Partridge, desiring him to 
leavt the note, for Mr. Rous at the cof^e-house^ 
Joseph now returned to Mr. Cotton, and pre^* 
icotly after him came the porter, and delivered his 
message. Mr. Cotton set out for the coffee- house ^ 
being desirous tif giving the note into the possession 
<if Mr* Rous I and, upon enquiring for a gentleman 
of that namej the landlady said he had been gone , 
ftom the house only a few minutes, but had left 
word that he should return in a short time. John, 
who waited to receive the note, under the name of 
Mr. Rous, went out of the house upon observing 
that the messenger did not return alone. Mr. Cot* 
ton» recollecting that Mr. Partridge had connex* 
ions in trade with a gentleman named Rous, who 
lived at. Hackney, concluded that he must be the 
Mr* Rou9 for whom the thousand pounds were in> 
tended i and after waiting at the coffee-house till 
sear midnight, he left a note at the bar, intimat- 
ing, that he would the next morning wait upon 
Mr. Rous, at Hackney, with the bank- note. Upon 
going home, he found Joseph Kcllo at his house^ 
and gave him an account of his conduct. Joseph 
Kello intimated that he was apprehensive Mr. 
Partridge would be highly offended upon learning 
that the note was not delivered according to hrs 
order; Mr. Cotton, however, still adhered to hv 
resolution of keep^g the note till he could .d;spo^ 
of it without hazard} and he directly .went to the 
post-office, with a letter to Mr. Partridge, assign- 
ing reasons for his conduct in the affair. Jo^e^ui 

slept 
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slept at Mr. Cotton's that nigtitj HhH ftfetfttft 
morning, which was Sunday, heinfotnied his brd* 
thbT of Mr. Cotton*s design of going to Mr. Rout 
at Hackney. It wasnow agreed that another letter^ 
as from Mr. Partrid^, should be written to Mr. - 
Cotton, purporting that he, Par.tridge» 'had !«-• 
cefved notice, by express, that Mr. ^RoUs k^d not 
received the .note, and desiring the dilutions coii« 
tained in his former letter might , be *immedhiteif 
fulfilled. This letter they artfully sent, urnUr 
cover, to Mr. Partridge^s house ; and that *^'entte^ 
man's porter carried it to Mr. Cotton, who had stt 
out for Hackney, but stopped' for refreshnledt at 
the Sun alehouse, at London-Wall, whe^e the porter 
found him. In consequence of the forged Utter, 
Mr. Cotton immediately went to Sam's conee-honiep 
and there left the note'in a cover directed for Mr. 
Rous, Joseph learning that Mr. Cotton^ad ^^red 
agreeably to the pretended order of Mr. Partridjgei 
Communicated the circumstance to bis brother, «^ 
• went to the coffee-house, and received the inoie 
tinder tTje name of Mr. Rous. On the di^ the n6tt 
Was obtained by John, Mr. Cotton an. I Joseph 
dined together ; after which, the brothers fuet fay 
appointment, and went into the fields near SadlcrV 
Vells, where the cover was opened, and the <ncldse4 
t»ahk-nofe taken but. They then adjourned tl> 
John's lodgings, in Bloomsbury, where if- Was re- 
solved that he should set out in a post-chaise {6c 
Bristol, in order to procure cash for the'iiote } and 
Joseph borrowed ten guineas for hisexpe^%s on the . 
^road. Not being able to obtain the money at <Brts- 
^61, he proceeded toBridgewater in SomfersetshirSy 
VhWe the clerk to the Teceiver general of 'the fairfd- 
tlx changed the note. He had naso6n«r received 
-the cath'thaaht tr at Hied post id Xignd«ui»«iid took 

up 



^ fiMttWefnte ^Hh a woihah of tlie town, in k 
kntt hear Wcstmihstcr-abb«y. He gave the wo- 
man with whom he cohabited a bag, in which W^ 
fhe c^h received in exchange for th\e bank-note* 
dBlring her to take cane Or it, and saying it con* 
faihed h'alfdehce to the amount of five pounds. 
Joseph Ktfllo being taken intb custody, charged on 
suspicion of the rorgery, he made use of some ex« 
presslons which ^Mmed to Convey ^n indirect accu- ' 
tation' agfainst his tirbtherj and after he had Been 
paftfcularly questioned respecting the afFair, it was 
agreed to iidmit him an evidence for the crown, in 
case of John's being apprehended. The postilion 
^ho^h^d driven John to town recollected the place 
where he liad' ordered his tfunk to be conveyed $ and 
thsit circumstance facilit'ating the discoveiy of his 
lodgings, he Was t^ken into custody by sir John 
Fielding's mett, who recovered more than nihe hun* 
If^eid pounds of the money ithis fraadulently ob- 
tained. John Kello, ^hen brought tb trial at the 
Old Bailey, his brother^s evidence being exceed. 
Ingly strong, itnd supported by a great number of 
corroborative circumstances, was convicted of the 
crime. When he had been » short time in the celfl 
©f Newgate, he was visited by the ordinary, to 
Whose advifce, however, he tefused to attend, say- 
ing that the religious principles he had Ion? enter- 
tained he ivould maintain till death. Being sum- 
feioncd to iittend prayers, life refused, .saving he was 
yt dissenter. Hereupon, lifr. Akenhan seiit him 
Word,' that he might be ^ttehded by a minister of 
his dwn'persu^sidn, bttt that his presence in the 
chapel was Expected ; 'iiid'tfo the latter ^aft of the 
pessitge Mr. AkefVn^ is suppo^ to have bfeeti in- 
duced By an i^v^BIm^ness to trbst htm* in the*ce1Ts 
^lonci the '8erwits'beroft^n|rHothr prison being 
G . engagcii 
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engaged in attending the other pcisooers during. 
divine service. He obstinately persisted in refusing 
to be attended by any dissenting minister i amC 
nearly to the end ot his life» appeared to be totally^ 
indiirerent as to the necessary preparatiops for etcr* 
^nity. When the morning on which he was to be 
executed arrived, the ordinary put several ^estion$ 
to him respecting his sentiments of the doctrines of 
Christianity^ in which hp declared he entertained a 
firm belief, and that pride alone had suggested 
whatever reasons he had gjven for an opinion to the 
contrary. At the place of execution he acknpw- 
Udged his guilt withevcry appearance of unfeigned 
contrition ; but his voice was so low, through a 
very decayed state of health, that he was to be 
heard only by those who were in or vtiy near the 
cart. 3eing asked by the ordinary whether he 
forgave hu brother, his answer was, that he for- 
' gave him as far as he could *' consistent with hu* 
manity.* His devotions being coneluded, he wa$ 
turned off; and, after hanging the usual time, hj$ 
body was delivered to his friends, by whom it was 
privately interred in a decent manner. He suffered 
at Tyburn, on the 13th of October, 176%. 

KELLY, HENRY. See Wild, Jonatham. 

KIDD, Capt. JOHN, (piRATK,) was bom 
in the town of Greenock, in Scotland, and bred to 
the sea Having Quitted his native country, be 
resided at New York, where he becaipe owner of a 
small vessel, with which he traded among the pi« 
rates, obtained a thorough knowledge of their 
haunts, and could give a better account of. them 
than any other person whatever. He wa$ neither 
remarkal^e for the excess of his courage nor for the 
want of it. In a word, his rulisg passion appeared 
to be avarice» and to this was owii^ bis^ connection 
. . " , , with 
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with the pirates. While in their company, he used 
so converse and act as they did ) yet at other time^ 
'^e would make singular professions pf honest^*, and 
intimatt; bow easy a matter it would be to extirpate 
these abandoned people, and prevent tb(!lr future 
depredations. His frequent remarks of this kind 
engaged the notice of several considerable planters* 
ivho, forming a more favourable idea of him than 
Ills, true character would warrant, procured him the 
patronage with which, he was afterwards honoured, 
.for a series ofyearsysreat complaints bad been made 
of the piracies committed in the West Indies, which 
)iad been greatly encouraged by some of the inha- 
bitants or North America, on account of the ad* 
Vantage they derived from purchasing effects thus 
fraudulently obtained. This coming to the know* 
ledge of king William the Third, he, in the year 
3695, bestowed the government of New England 
and New Yor)c on the earl of Bellamonti an Irish 
nobleman of distinguished character and abilities^ 
who immediately btgan to consider of the most ef* 
lectual method to redress the evils complained of; 
and consulted with colonel Levingston, a gentle- 
man who had great property in New York, on the 
most feasible steps to obviate the evils so long com- 
plained of. At this juncture, captain Kidd was 
arrived from New York, in a sloop of his own j 
him, therefore, the colonel mentioned to lord Bel- 
lamont, as a bold and daring man, who was very 
ifit to be employed against the pirates, as he was per- 
/ectly well acquainted with the places which tney 
resorted to. This plan met with the fullest appro- 
bation of his lordship, who mentioned the affair to 
his majesty, and recommended it to the notice of 
the board of admiralty. But such were thtn the 
hurry and confusion of public affairs, that, though 
Gx the 



the de^gn was appipviM]> no. |tq>s wer^ ta]|pen to* 
Wairds ctirryiiig. it into execution. "AccordinglJ^ 
colonel levingston made ap|;ylication to Iprd B^lla- 
monty that, as the alTair would not well admit of 
delay, it was worthy, of being undertalceti by torpk 
'private persons of rank and distinction, and carrii^ 
into execution at their own expense, iio^ithstandin^ 
public encouragement was denied it. His lordship 
approved of this project, but it was attended wi.tB 
considerable difBcultv ; at length, however, the lord 
chancellor Somers, the duke of Shrewsbury, the earl 
of Romney, the earl, of Oxford, and some btber 
persons, with colonel Levingston and captain Kidd^ 
agreed to raise 6000I. for the expense of the voy» 
age$ and the colonel and captaip were to have a 
£?th of the profits of the wholp undertaking. Mat« 
ters being thus fiar adjusted, a commission, in tfa^ 
vsualfprm, was granted to captaii| Kidd, to Ukk 
and seize pirates, and bring them to justice ; but 
there was no special cla:usc or proviso to restrain his 
conduct or regulate the mode of his, proceeding; 
Kidd was Jcnown to lord Bellamont, and anothet 
gentleman presented him to lorli Romney. Wttti 
regard to ^e other parties concerned, he was wnoR 
ly unacquainted with them ; and so ill was this af* 
fair conducted, that he had no private instructi6)ri^ 
how to act, but received h\$ sailihg orders from 
lord Bellamont, the purport of which was, that he 
should act agreeable to the letter of his commission. 
Accordingly, a vessel was purchased and manned^ 
and received the name of tne Adventurd Galley ^ 
and in this captain Kidd sailed for New York, to* 
wards the close of the year 1695, and in h}s ba^sag^ 
made prize of a French shif . From New York he 
^iled to the Madeira Islands, thence to Bonavista 
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^d St. Jago» and froni this last place to Madagas- . 
car. He now began to cruise at the entrance of the 
K.ed Sea» but* not being successful in thorie lati* ' 
fades, he sailed to Calicut, and there took a ship 
of one hundred and fifty tons burthen, which he 
carried to Madagascar, and disposed of there* 
Having sold his prize, he again put to sea, and, at 
the expiration of five weeks, took the Qiiedah Mer- 
chant, a ship of above four hundred tons burthen, 
the matter of which was an Englishman, named 
Wright, who had two Dutch mates on board, and 
a French jgunner, but the crew consisted of Moors, 
natives ot Africa, and were about nintty in num- 
ber. He carried the ship to St. Mary's, near Ma- 
dagascar, where he burnt the Adventure Galley, 
bebngiog to his owners, and divided the lading of 
the Quedah Merchant with his crew, taking forty 
shares to himself. They then went on board the 
last-mentioned ship, and sailed for the West Indies. 
It is uncertain whether the inhabitants of the West 
India Islands knew that Kidd was a pirate ; but he 
was refused refreshments at Anguilla and St. Tho^ 
mas's, and therefore sailed to Mona, between Porl 
to Kico and Hispaniola, where, through the ma- 
nagement of an Englishman named Bolton, he 
obtained a supply of provisions from Curacoa. He 
now bought a sloop of Bolton, in which he stowed 
great part of his ill-gotten effects, and left the Que- 
dah Merchant, with eighteen of the ship^s compa- 
ny, in BoIton^s care. While at St. Mary*s, ninety 
men of Kidd^s crew left him, and went on board 
the Mocha Merchant, an East India ship, which 
bad just then commenced* pirate. . Kidd now sailed 
in the sloop, and touched at several places, where 
be disposed of a great part of his cargo, and then 
G 3 ■ steered 
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stoered for Boston, in New England. In the iote« 
Titttt Bolton sold the QiTedah Merchant to the Spa* 
niards, and immediately sailed, a» a pa^sen^r, to 
a ship for Boston, where be arrived a considerable 
time before Kidd, and gave information of what 
happened, to lord Beilamont' Kidd, therefore, oii 
his arrival, was seized by order of his lordship; 
when all he had to urge in bis defence was, that ne 
thought the Quedah Merchant was a lawful prize, 
as she was manned with Moors, though there wa]i 
^o kind of proof that this vessel had committed any 
act of piracy. Upon this, the carl of Beilamont 
immediately dispatched an account to England of 
the circumstances that had arisen, and requested 
that a ship might be sent for Kidd, who had com- 
mitted several other notorious acts of piracy. ~The 
ship Rochester was accordingly sent to bring him 
to England , but tjils vessel, nappening to be disa- 
bledyi was objiged to return : a circumstance which 
i;rea(Iy increased a public clamour which had for 
&ome time subsisted respecting this affair, and 
which, no doubt, took, its rise from party preju- 
dice. It was carried to such a height, that the 
members of parliament for several places were in- 
structed to move the hou^e for an enquirv into the 
affair; and accordingly it was moved in the house 
of commons, that «* The letters- patent, granted to 
the earl of Beilamont and others, respecting the 
goods taken from pirates, were dishoriourable to 
the king, against the law of nations, contrary to 
the laws and statutes of this realm, an invasion of 
property, and destructive to commerce/*. Though 
a negative was put on this motion, yet, the enemies 
•f lord Somers and the earl of Oxford continued to 
charge those noblemen with giving countenance to 
piracfsj and it nas even insinuatedi that theeatl 

©f 
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of Bellamont was npt less culpable than the actual 
offenders. Another motion was Jlccoitlin|iy lAade 
in the house of con^mons* to address l|is tnajesty, 
that " Ktdd might not be tried till the next session 
of parliament } and that the earl of Bellamont mieht 
be directed to send home all examinations and other 
papers relative to the affinr.** This motion was 
CMrriedi and the kipjr coipplied with the request 
which was made. As soon a^Kidd anived in Sn- 
gland, he was sent for, and examined at the baro^ 
the house of commons, with a view to fix part of 
Bis guilt on the parties who had been concerned u% 
sending him on the expedition $ but nothing aroso 
to criminate aoiy of those distinguished persons. 
Kidd, who was in some degree int6xi<ated| made a 
yery contemptible appearance at the bar of the 
house ; on which, a member, who had been one of 
the most earnest to have him examined, violently 
exclaimed, ** D"n this fellow ; I thought he had 
been only a knave, but unfortunatelv he happens 
to be a fool likewise.*' Kidd was at length tried at 
the Old Bailey, and was convicted on the clearest 
evidence $ but neither at that time nor aftfcrwaixli 
charged any of his employers with being privy to 
If is infamous proceedings. He suflTered, with one 
of his companions (Darby MuUins), at Execution 
bock, on the 23d day of May, i7or. After Kidd 
had been tied up to the gallows, the rdpe broke» 
^nd he fell to the ground ; but being immediately 
tied up ag^in, the ordinary, who had before ex* 
horted him, desired to speak with him once more s 
and, on this second application, entreated him to 
make the most careful use of the few farther tad- 
ments thus provid'entially allotted him for the final 
preparation of his soul to meet its im);>ortant change. 
These exhortations appeared to have the wiihed^tor 
"^ ^ • cffeai 
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effect} S84 be was left, profeaing Im charity to 
all tbe world, and his hopca of salvauon through 
the merits •£ bis Kedeemer. 



LANCEY, Caft. JOHN, (rKCiNDiARy,) 
was a native of Biddeford, iu Devonshire, respec- 
tably born and «i(ell educated. As he gave earl/ 
fTooh of an inclination for a sea-faring life, he wa$ 
taught navigation, and was sent to sea as matt of a 
•hip, of which Mr. Benson, a rich merchant at 
Biddeford, was the proprietor. Having married a 
relation of Benson, be was soon advanced to the 
command of the vessel. On his return from a long 
voytgc* he tras for a considerable time confined to 
bis bed by a violent illness, the exoense of which 
I tended considerably to impoverish him. When he 
was in part recovered, Senson, who was member 
of parliaraent for Barnstaple, told him that be pro- 
posed Co refit the ship in which be had formerly 
sailed, that Lancey should have the command of 
her, that he, Benson, would insure her for more 
than double her vahie, and then Lancey should de- 
ftrov the vessel. This proposal ap{ieared shocking 
to tne young captain, who thought it but a tria) of 
his honesty, and dedartd his sentiments, saying, 
that be would never take any part in a transaction 
60 totally opposite to the whole tenour of bis con- 
duct. For the present, nothing more was said ; 
but soon afterwards, Benson invited Lancey and 
several otbei gentlemen to dine with him. The en- 
tertainment was liberal i and captain Lancey being 
asked to stay after the rest of the company were 
gont^ Mr. Benson took him to a summer-house tn 

the 
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tbe prfi&a^ whe^ be. again. propp^ed ^^tPJJWf 
the snrpy'and iifged *it in 'a* manner that prcr^A 111 
was ih earnest. The captain hesitated a short time 
on ' this prbposaU 'and tnen declined to haVe^n^, 
concern ih so iniquitous a scheme $ dedarii^g^ ih^ 
lie vfbiild seek other employment, rather than't;ak» 
any oart in such'a transaction': but Benson, resolv- 
ing, if possibly, not to Ipse his agent, 'pirevailed^ph 
hinftp drhik freely, and then urged - everjr'^afgtit 
ment he could think of io pt-eV'aH on hmi to uhoe^r 
take the business^ pro^isihg to shelter hinifVoni 
puhtshmentin case otdetectiop. * Lancey still Ksi- 
tktpdi but when Btnson mentioned the poverty tb 
Whti^h hf$ family 'w^s reduced by his late inne^,an) 
plfefed siidi flattering prospects of pro^ectibd, ' tKe 
iinhappy niaf^ at length yielded, to hn o«^h destrn^^ 
tibn; A ship was now fitted out, aikl bound for 
Ma^ahd : goods to a large' amount wert sbi^PJHidi 
oh board, but re-landed before '^hc ve^feT'sanfedl 
ibd si lading of bi;ickbats (akin in by way ofT>aU 
last.* lliey had not been Ipng at sea; wh^n d.hbT6 
Was bdred in the- ^ide of ihe ship, and k cask 91 
combustible iiigredients vrks set on fhre, witha^^ieMT 
to' d&troy her,' The fn^e no «bo^er appeared, than 

ee. captain called «p sonie convicted transports, thisil 
the hold, td en(|^bife if f hey had fired tl^e vessel j 
wh^cK appears to have becii only a fi^tnt, to conceal 
the real design^ Tne boat being hoisted oiit, atf 
the creW got safe 6ri shore ; and' then Lancey re- 

tair^d ' immediately to Benson, to inform him laf 
'hat had passed. Sanson instantly dispatcbed him 
to a proctor^ biefore Whon;i he Wore thsft tbe ship 
had accidentally taken fire, and that it waj rmpos« 
sible "to prevent the consetjuences wHi^h followed. 
jLaticey how repaired to his own house ; ' but' he Vas 
k)on artertfrards takin into custody by a c6nstal>Ie^ 
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who loformed bim that otth had beea mide of the 
traDsaction before the .mayor of Exeter by one of 
the seamen. Lancey, however did not express 
Amch concern 9 secure m his idea of protection* 
item the suppoted influence of Benson. On the 
. following day, the captain and one of the ship*s 
crew were committed to the gaol of Exeter, where 
fhey remained three months ; and, beine then re- 
moved to London* were examined by su: Thomas 
Salisbury, the jud^ of the admiraltv court* and 
committed to the prison of the Marshalsca. Appli« 
cation was afterwards made to the court of admi- 
ralty to admit them to bail | and there appeared to 
be no objection to granting the favour $ out Ben* 
aon, on whom they had depended lor bail* had 
absconded, to escape the justice due to ^ Atrocious 
crime. Having been committed to Newgate, they 
were brought to trial at the next sessions of admi- 
iralt^, held at the Old Bailey } when Lancev was 
capitally convicted, and received sentence of cicatht 
but the other was acquitted. He now la^ in prison 
9bbut four months after conviction, during whicby 
bis behaviour was altogether consistent with his 
vnhappv situation. His diristian charity was re* 
markabie towards Benson { for, though that wicked 
' nan had been the instigator of his ruin, vet he 
nevfer once reflected on him, bbt imputed all the 
crime to himself, and appeared to behold it in its 
true colours of deformity. It was presumed, when 
be was first apprehended, that he might have been 
admitted an evidence against Benson, if he would 
bave impeached him \ but this he steadily refueed ' 
to do. His devotional exercises were exemplary x 
be attended prayers in the most regular manner* 
and gave every proof of his contrition. He was 
^compamed to the place of «xectttion by two cler- 
gymen i 



frymeni .and* having conftssed his gnllt to th^ 
surroui>4iag inultituae> h« underwent the setifeodi 
of the law, at Execation-dock, on thie 7thof Junet 
'7i4f >n the 27th year of his age. 

LANGLEV, GILBERT, (HiorfWAtKfAN,) 
was the son of a goldsmith In London, of the Ro^ 
man Catholic persuasion, who sent his sori to the 
seat of his grandfather, in Derbyshire, when bd 
was only three 3fears of age. Having continued iti 
this situation four years, bis mothers anxiety indu- 
ced her to fetch ^ion home, when he was entered in 
the school of the Charter-house, where he^sooii 
became a tolerably good classiiial scholar. Hit 
father now wished to send hiiti abroad, for farther 
cdoci^tton, and that he might not fail of being 
brought up a strict catholic } but this was warmly 
opposed by the mother, through tenderness to het 
child s but her death soonlieft the father his choice^ 
and mving agreed with the prior 6f theBencdrctine 
convent at Uouay, then in London, for his board 
and educatiou, he committed him to the care of his 
new master, with whom be proceeded to Doveit 
saUed for Calais, and tsavelled thence to St. Omer*|> 
and on the following day reached Douay, where 
Youug Langl^ was examined by the prior and fek 
lows of the college, and admitted of the school* 
At the end of three years he became a tolerable 
master of the French language, exclusive of his 
other literary acquirements i so that, at the ChriSt^ 
mas following, he was chosen king of the class | 
which is a distinction bestowed on one of the best 
^ scholars, whose business it is to regulate the public 
entertainments of the school. It is the custom :|| 
Douay for officers to attend at the gates of the 
town, to detect anv persons bringing in contraband 
liquors i because the merchants of the place pay a 

large 
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Jiy the nij^ie$t bidder, Piling the Christmas Hoti- 
ays/ Langley and three of his schoolfellows quitted 
fbe towii» .tp purchase; a small auahttty of braddy at 
an unc^-pnce ) but Veitig observed by a soldier, 
ivbo savf their bottles fil^d, lie infermed the officers 
of tjie ajfair : the .coose^iience of which was, that 
ihe young 'flrentlemoi were stopped, and the liquor 
fpuudf. bd !under tlieir cassocks. They offerecl 
money tot their release, biit it was refused, and 
|bey were conducted to (hehoiiae of the fafmer-ge- 
H^l?!*. -At the instan^ of iheir arrival, two Fran- 
fiscap friars seeing tHem^ said it was ilfe^l to t^ke 
students be'fore tri^ civil magistrate, because the 
auperior pf their. own colie'^ was Accountable for 
fheir conduct. . Hereupon, uiey Were taken hbme 
fo the prior i and 'the farnf er-geiieral making his 
demand of the custoinary fine, the prior thotfgnt it 
extravagant,^ and refukd io piay it : at letf^fb, the 
matter w^s settled by arlbitration. In the catnblic 
folkgesy^at this time, the students live in a Very 
neagre manner during the seasoh of Lent, having 
little tq subsist on but preadahd sour wine'i a cir* 
cumstafce tliat frequently tempted them to supply 
|heir wants bv acts of irregularity. At this season, 
{4ng)ey,^.andiiv^ of his coihpanibn^, oppressed br 
;th|B calls of hunger^ determined to maJce an attack 
on the kitc&en^j IJut'at the instant they had forced 
ppen the doojr, they wei-e overheard by the servants, 
fne consequence ot which' was, that many furious 
Jbbws were exchanged bv the contendiitg parties* 
pn the following day, {ne delinquents were sum- 
moned to attend the prior, Who was so incens- 
ed at this outrage against ' the good order of 
the society, that he declared they shou)d be ex- 
j^Ued as sooa ^ a c^nsistofy of the mobks could 
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be held. But when the consistory asscn^bled, 
they i:e$oIved to pardon ail the offenders on 
acknowledging thtit faults,' and promismg not to 
renew them, except one, named Brown, who had 
twice knocked down the shoemaker of the college^ 
because he had called out to alarm iht Prior. 
The young gentlemen,- chagrined at losing their 
associate, detei-mined to be fcvcnged on some' one, 
at least, of the servants who had given evidence 
against hi/n ; and after revolving many scheroi«» 
they determined that the man who lighted the 
fires should be the object of their vengeance, 
because he had struck several of them during the 
rencontre. Thus resolved^ they disguised themselves, 
and went to a wood*house adjacent to the c6lkge, 
and being previously provided wirh rods, they wair« 
ed till the man came with his wheei*harrow to 
fetch wood, whenione of them going behind him, 
threw a cloak over his head, which being imme- 
diately tied round bis neck, the rest stripped, and 
flogged him in the most severe manner, while he 
•in vain called for assistance; as oar heroes had 
taken prev-ious care to shut theduorof the woodr 
house. The flagellation had just ended, when the 
bell ruDg for the students to attend their evening 
exercise ; on which they left the unhappy victim of 
their revenge, and repaired to the public hall. la 
the mean time the pQor sufferer ran mto the dois- 
sters, exclaiming, ** he Diable! Le Diable!^* as 
if he really thought the devil had tormented him i 
and hence he ran* to the kitchen, lyhere he recount* 
ed the adventure to bin fellow-servants, who dres- 
sed, his wounds, carried him to btd, and gave him 
something to nourish him. A suspicion naturally 
arising that the students had^been the authors of 
this outrage, the servants coormanicated the cir. 
VOL. II. H cumstanccs 
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^UmitaBtcs tfiereof to tHe Priori who promised bis 

endeavours to find out and punish the delinquents ; 

Mid witb this view went into the hall, with a look 

tt once penetrating and indignant : hut the young 

gentlemen having boimd themselves to secresy by 

ati oatfty no discovery could be made. Youn^ 

I^aogley kaving distinguished himself by his atten* 

fionto literature for the space of two years, thfi 

Monks began to consider him as one who would 

Ipaakt a valuabh! member of their society $ fof 

Vfhich reason they treated him with singular re-* 

^ecti and at length prevailed on him to agree to 

•nter into their fraternity, if his father's consent 

pwld be obtained. As JLangley was in no want 

pf money, he frequently went into the town, to 

nabituate himself to the manners of the people, 

•nd to observe their customs. As the succeeding 

Thursday was a holiday, he and one of his school* 

fellows named Meynel, asked the PiHor pennissioo 

to waHc 00 the ramparts, which being denied, they 

yrent out without leave, and repairing to a tavern, 

ah Jink «i:iite tiU they were fairly inebriated. In 

ihk condition they went to the ramparts, where 

iiaving been for some-time the laughing-stock of 

fke company, they went home to bed. Being 

missed at evening prayers, some of the other 

students apoWgixed lor their absence, by saying 

they were ill §- and the excu^ was very readily 

admitted : but in a few days afterwards a gentleman 

called on the Prior, and told him what a ridiculous 

Agure his students had made on the ramparts. 

Incensed at this violation of their duty, the Prior 

•oit for him to his chamber, and gave orders that 

they shoukl be Aogged with great severity. Thia 

Indignity had such an effect on the mind of Lang* 

ley, that he grew ivserved and morose, and would 

t kave 
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faare dcdiaed til his itvdk$, but thaft oneof titf 
Monksi c«Ued Fatfacr Hows^rd» rest<>red him to hit 
gooJ-humottr by his indulgent treatment* and 
persuaded him to p^y his usual attcntioii to litra^ 
ture. Father Howard's conduct had suehan effect 
on Langley» that he spent the greater part of bit 
time wiSi that gentleman, who instructed him in 
the principles of lo||k| and was about to initiate 
liim m those of philosophy, when his father wrote 
a letter, requiring him to rettim to his native 
country. The society being unwilliaff to lose one 
whom they thought would become a valuable mto* 
ber, the Prior wrote to Englandt vequesting that 
the youth might be permitted to finish hia educa« 
tion : bat the father insisted oh his return. Here^ 
upon the young gentlemae left the college» and 
proceeding by the way of St. Omer's» reached 
Calais in two days. As the wind was contrary, it 
was some days longer before the company embark* 
cd for England* when instead of putting into 
DoTcr> the vessel came round to the Thames^ 
and the passengers were landed at Gravesend« 
Langley having spent ail his money at Calais, now 
affected an air of unconcern; saying, that he bad na 
English money in his possession, ?rom ' his having 
been so long abroad j on which one of the com- 
pany lent him moneyi and on the following day he 
arrived at his father*s house in London. When 
he had reposed himself some days after his journey* 
the father desired him to make choice of sonic pro« 
fessiom on which he mentioned bis inclination to 
study physic, or law ; but the old gentleman, ^ho 
had no good opinion of either of these professions* 
persuaded him to 'follow his own trade of a gold<* 
smith. For the present, however, ,he was place4 
at an academy* tn Chancery- lane* that he ought 
H ft be 
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be in^^trocted in those branches of knowledge reqaU 
site for a tradesman: but becoming acquainted 
with some young gentlemen of the law, be found 
that his father*8 allowance qf f^ockct-^oney was 
insufficient 5 and being unwilling that his new 
Acquaintances should think that he was in want of 
cash, be purloined small sums froin a drawer in his 
father*s shop; and when he did not find any money 
there, stole some pieces of broken gold, which he 
disposed of to Jews. Mr. Langiey the elder hav«> 
in^sent his son with some plate to the hou>e of a 
gmleman in Grosvenor-square, the youth saw a 
very beautiful woman go into a shop opposite a 
public house; on which he went into the latter^ 
and enquiring after her, found she had gone to her 
own lodgings. Having ascertained this, he delivered 
his plate, and formed t^ resolution of visiting the 
lady on the Sunday following. When the Sunday 
came the old gentleman wentout, as the sou imagin-. 
ed, to smoke his pipe at an adjacent publit- 
house j in the mean time the youth stole seven 
guineas from three different bags, that his father . 
might not discover the robbery, and immediately 
repaired to the lodgings of the lady whom he had - 
seen. From her lod^ngs they went to a tarern, ' 
where they continued till the toilowing day, having 
no idea ot a detection : but it happened that Mr. 
Langlty, senior, , instead of going to the public* 
boUse as unual, watched the son to the above7men* 
tioned tavern. On the following day th<: father 
interrogated hjm respecting his preceding conduct ; 
and particularly asked where he. had been the day 
before. The young fellow said be had been at 
church, where he met with some acquaintance, >' ho 
prevailed on him to go to a tavern. The father, 
koQwing the falsehood of this ule, corrected his 

SOI) 
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son in a severe miinfier» and forbad him to din« at 
his table tili bis conduct should be reformeLi. That 
obliged to associate with the servants, young 
Langley became too intimate with the kitdicn*maid> 
and robbed his father to buy such things as ht 
thought would be acceptable to her. Among other 
things be purdiased her a pair of shoes lacwi with 
gold, which he was presenting to her in the pariour^ 
at the very moment that his lather knocked at thift 
door. The girl instantly quitted the room ) but th« 
Md gentleman interrogating the son respecting th« 
shoes, the latter averred that a lady wbo said sh« 
had bought them in the neighbourhood, desired 
kaf e to deposit them at their houn till the follow* 
iiig day. After this he was permitted to dine with 
his father, as usual $ but it was not long belbre h« 
caught him in a too intimate connection with th« 
maid-servant in the kitchen $ on which the girl wal 
dismissed from her service, and a middle-aged woman 
of grave appearance, hired to supply her place i 
but the evil complained of was far from being 
oured, as an intimacy between her and the yDun|| 
gentleman was soon after discovered by the father^ 
ft now happened that the servant- girl who had heal 
dischaiged swore herself pregnant by the son; on 
which he waii taken into custody by a warrant, and 
the rather paid fifteen pounds to compromise tht 
atair | after which he received the son to his fsvoar» 
and forgave all the former errors of bis conduet; 
By the death of the old gentleman he came inti^ 
possession of a considerable fortune, exclusive «f a 
settled good trade ; and for the first year he apj^ied 
himself so closely to businen that he made a neat 
profit of seven hundred pounds: but he did not 
long continue this course of industry } but unfor-' 
tunately ffi;»twed his Kquaintance with tbote kdiee 
H 3 with 
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with whom he had been formely connected. A 
maiTof genteel' appearance, named Gray, having 
ordered plate of Langley to the amount of a hun- 
dred pounds, invited him to a tavern to drink. 
In the course of the conversation the stranger said 
he had dealt with bi« late father, and would intra- ' 
duce him to a lady who had thirty thousand 
pounds to her fortune. This was only a scheme 
to defraud Langley, who delivered the plate, 
and took a draught for the money on a vim* 
ner in Bartholomew Close; but when he went 
to demand payment, the vintner was removed.—- 
On the^ following day the vintner^s wife went to 
Langley, and informed him that Gray had de- 
frauded her husband of 450I. anc) Langley being' 
of an humane disposition, interested himself so far 
in behalf of the unfortunate man, that a letter of 
licence -for three years was granted him by his cre- 
ditora.^ He now took out an action agrainst Gray, . 
but was not able to find him $ when one day he, 
was accosted by a man in Fleet-srreet, who a^ked / 
him to step into a public-housef and he would te4 
him where he should meet With the defrauder.— . 
Having complied with the proposal, the stranger 
said he would produce Gray within an hour, if the 
other would give him a guinea; which being done* 
th; stranger went oot, out r^urned no more.-^ 
Exasperated by this circumstance, which seems to 
faavt been a contrivance of one pf Gray^s accom- 
plccs Langley employed an attorney, vvbo soca 
to. nd t ic delinquent; against whom anaction was 
t ' en o Jt, inlconsequence of Which he was confir* 
ed .*^everal years in the Marshalsea. Ue now be-r 
^a c a sportsman on the turf at Newmarket, un* 
der tbe instructions of a vintner in Holborn, wbosf 
fHccc catered into his serricci but whQ soon fell a 

« yict'm 
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Victim -to his unboundeti pRssioti for the sex. Thu^ 
living in a continual round of dissipation, his friend^ 
recommended matrimony as the most likely step to 
rectaim him ^ in consequence of which be married 
a young lady, named Brown, w|th a handsome 
fortune. Soon after thi$ wedding, he determined 
to borrow all the cash and jewels he could, and de- 
camp with the property. As he had the reputation 
of. being m ample circumstances, he found no dif- 
ficulty in getting credit for 'many articles of valuey 
with which he ^nd his wife embarked ifor Holland i 
and, in the mean time, his creditors took out a com- 
mission of bankruptcy against him. When he 
came to Rotterdam, he applied to the States Ge^ 
neral for a protection, in apprehen&ipn of being 
pursued by bis creditors j but the Stales not being 
then sitting, the creditors made application to lord 
Chesterfield, then ambassador at the Hague, which 
frustrated his intention. In the interim, his cre-^ 
ditors found out his lodgings in a village near Rot- 
terdam j but he eluded their search, leaving hit 
wife with ^eol. in the care of a friend, conceaU 
ing from her the place of his retreat, to prevent 
any possibility of a discovery. After skulking 
from place to place, he went back to Rotterdam, and 
surrendej-ed himself to bis creditors; but found tha( 
his wife was gone with an English captain to Ant- 
werp« On his arrival in England, he was examined 
before the commissioners, and treated with the ac- 
cuftomaty lenity shewn to unfoftunate tradesmen 10^ 
such circumstances. His affairs having been ad- 
justed, h^ sailed to Barbadoes, where he, soon con^ 
tracted so many debts, that be was glad to take hi« 
passage to Port Rqyal in Jamaica. Soon after hii| 
arrival here» he went to vL$it a plantei; at some 
dist^nce^ w)u> would have engaged him as his 
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clerk : but Langley told him that he owed twenty 
dollars at Port RoyaU for which he had left his 
chest as a security. The gentleman instantly gir- 
ing him the money to redeem it, he went to Port 
Royal, assumed the name of Englefield, embarked 
on board a man of war as midi^hipman, and came 
to England, where the ship was paid off at the ex- 
piration of , six months. Taking lodgings at Ply- 
mouth, he paid his addrei^ses to a young iady, whom 
he might have married with the consent or her fa« 
ther-^but being then in an ill state of health, he 
pretended to have received a summons from his 
friends in London, to repair immedhtely to that 
dty, on an important aifair, which being adjttstA 
ed, he said he would return, and conclude the 
marriage. On his arrival in town he sent for a' mart 
who had formerly lived with his father, from whoni 
he learnt that the creditors had not made any di* 
vidend under the bankruptcy, and were engaged 
in a law- suit respecting a part of the property—* 
This faithful old servant of his father told him that 
his wife had retired to ^he north of England ^ and, 
giving him money, recommended ieto him to lydge 
privately in Southwark. He accord ingly did ^o for 
sometime; but passing through Cheipside, he wa« 
arrested, and conducted to the Poultry Compter, 
where he continued many months, during which ht 
was supported by the benevolence of the old ser- 
vant! While in the Compter he mad* bad con- 
nectionsi, and being concerned with some of the 
prisoners in an attempt to escape, he was removed 
to Newgate, as a /place of greater secutity. In 
thb ' prison he fell Hi of a disorder, which threat- 
ened his life ; whereupon his friends discharged the 
debt, for which be bad been arrested, and removed 
him to lodgings. Tvfatre he sooti recovertd bis health. 

lie 
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He now got recommended to a captain m fhe Le- 
vant trade, with whom he was to have sailed ; biiC 
an unhappy attachment to a woman of ill fame, 
prevented his being ready to make the voyage.—^ 
His friends were much chagrined at' this fresh in- 
stance of his ittkprudj^nce ; and soon afterwards tie 
was arrested, and carried to a spunging hoiise^ 
where he attempted to haYig himself, but the rope 
breaking, he escaped with life. The bailiff and 
his wife happening to be now absent, and only xv9o 
maid-servants in the house, Langley made them 
both drunk, and, effecting his escape, crossed the 
water into the Borough; where he worked some 
time with a colour-grinder. Disgusted with a life 
attended with so much labour, he contracted with 
the captain of a Jamaica ship, who took him to 
that island, on the condition of selling him as a 
slave; and, on his arrival, sold him to Co:. Hilli 
who employed him to educate his children : but 
Langley soon running from his employer, went on 
board a. ship bound to England, and, being im« 
pressed on bis arrival- in the Downs, was put on 
board a man of war, and carried round to Ply* 
mouth. However, he and another man deserted 
from the ship, and strolled to London, where th(^y 
took up their residence in a twopenny lodging *. 
but as L: ngley had now no friends to* support himf 
he comricred with one of those persons called 
CRIMPS, who used to agree with unhappy people 
to go as slaves to the colonies. His contract was 
to sail to Pennsylvania j but while the Khip lay in 
the Thames, he and a weaver from Spitalhelds 
made their escape, and, travelling to Cafnte^'buryy 
passed themselves as Protestant refugcei^. Going 
hence to Dover, they embarked for Calais ; and, 
^iter some weeks residence In that place» Langiey 

sailed 
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sailed to Lisboiii wliere he remaii^d only a short 
time before be contracted debts» which obliged 
him to seek another residencQ, wherefore he went 
to Malaga in Spain. His poverty was now ex- 
treme $ and while he sat melancholy one day by 
the sea.side> some priests asked him from what 
country he came | ' when having answered in Latin 
<* from Englandi" they conducted him to a con* 
vent, relieved his distresses, and th^n began to in* 
struct him in the principles ot the Roman Catholic 
iTsligion. Langley disguised his sentiments ; and* 
after being apparently made a convert, was recom* 
mended as a page to a Spanish lady of distinction. 
Jn this situation he continued several months $ but 
having an affair of gallantry with the niece to the 
oU lady, he was compelled to make a precipitatt 
retreat from a window, and shelter himself in the 
bou$e of an Irish taylor, who procured a passage 
for him to Gibraltar in the first ship that sailed. — 
On his arrival at Gibraltar, he would have entered 
into the army i but being lefused^ because he was 
not tall enough, his distress compelled him to work 
at a labourer,, in repairing the barracks. He soon 
quitted this business, and officiated as a waiter la 
the Tennis-court belonging to the garrison : but it 
being intimated to the governor that he was a spy» 
he was lodged in a dungeon, where he remained 
more thah a fortnight. On obtaining his discharge^ 
}ie embarked on board a Spanish vessel bound to 
Barbary with com ; and on his return to Spain ap- 
plied to the monks of a convent, who charitably 
relieved him, and the Prior agreed to take him a 
voyage to Santa Cruz : • but having no great pros- 
pect of pecuniary advantage in this way of life, he 
went to Oratava, where some English merchants 
contributed to his support* J^a he could get no 

settled 
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sttdecl employ liere, lie sailed to GeooSt and ftcm 
thence to Cadiz : Langley being now appointed 
atewafd to the captain, in rhc course of his reading 
A>me letters, found one direetfd fa Messrs* Ryaa 
and Mannockj and havfn|p been a schocrf^felow 
with Mr. Mannock, he r^iiuestcd tke ca]>tain*« 
perniission to go on »hore, and was received in tk% 
most friendly manner by Mu Mannocky wba of^ 
ieredi to serve him in any way within bis power : 
when Langley said that what be wished waaa dis. 

. charge from his present sitoatton. The Ibrner 
accordingly wrote to the captain, desiring him to 
pay the steward and diatharge him : but this bo- 
iHg refused, Langley took a lodging, to which he 
was recommended by his friend, who desired he 
would dine daily at his taWe, till he procored % 
passage- for England. He likewise gaw him mo- 
tieyand clothes, so as to enable him to appear in 
the ^character of a gentleman. Langley behaved 
with great regularity for some time $ -but the sea- 
son <S the carnival advancing, be got into com- 
pany with a woman of ill fame, with whom he 
Spent the evening; and^ on his return, was nobbed 
of his bat, wig, and a book which he, had bor- 
rowed of his friend. On the followng day, Mr, 

^ Mannock saw the book lying at a siiop for sale, 
which chagrined him so much, that he asked 
Langley for it ; who thereupon acknowledged the 
whote^ affair} and Mc* Mannock supposing the 
woman was privy to the robbery, took out a wat^ 
rant against her, by which be recovered his book. 
Langley, by the aid ©f his friend, now procured m 
passage for England : bM, just when he was going 
to embark, he met with a woman, who detained , 
him till the shfip had .•^ailed » on which he took a 
boat; and pasicd^er to 9tt Luotfi wbcw }^ went 
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on board an English vestel, which brought him to 
his native country^ On his arrival in Londoq, be 
found that his creditors under the bankruptcy had 
received los. in the pound, which gave him reason 
to hope that he should have a sun) of money re- 
turned to fajin> with which he proposed to engage 
in a small way of business ; ancl in that view ap- 
plied to his wife*s. mother for her assistance, and 
also to inform him where he might find his wife ; 
but she pdsitively refused to comply with . either 
request. Hereupon he gave himself up to despair ; 
associated with the worst company ; and though he 
had some money left him at this juncture, he dis- 
sipated the whole in the most extravagant maimer. 
• — Having agreed to go to Pari9 ^ith one Hill, a 
young fellow who was in similar circumstances, 
they walked as .far as Dover: but, on their arri- 
val, finding that an embargo had been laid on all 
vessels in the port, they determined to return to 
London. Being now destitute of cash, they de- 
manded a man's money on the highway } but on 
his saying he had not any, they searched him, and 
took from him three farthings, which they threw 
away. Por this offence they were apprehended on 
the same day, and being tried at- the ensuing as-* 
sizes for Kent, were capitally convicted ^ but the 
sentence was changed to transportation for ^even 
years, through the lenity of the judge, and Lang- 
ley was accordingly transported in the month of 
December, 1740. 

LAYER, CHRISTOPHER, (traitor) was 
descended from a respectable family, and having 
received a liberal education, was entered a student 
of the Inner Temple. After due time he wa^ 
called to the bar, and had so much practice, that 
he 8c<»sed to be in the higl^ road of making a large 

fortune 
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fernme. About this time Francis Atteibiiry bi- 
shop of Rocbesteri- bad been disabled from bolding 
Hs preferments in the churchy by an act of parlia- 
fldent passed in the year 1722, and was banished 
from England for life for his treasonable practices. 
Several other persons were concerned in similar de- 
signs^ among whom counsellor Layer was one of 
tftemost distinguished. This infatuated man made a 
. |ourn«y to Rome, where he held several conferences 
<^th the pretender, to whom he promised that he 
vould effect so secret a revolution in England, 
that no person in authority should be apprized of 
the scheme till it had actually taken place. Irai- 
pressed with the idea that it was possible to carry 
his scheme into execution, became to England 
with a determination to effect it. His plan was to 
iilre an assassin to murder the king on his return 
irom Kensington } and this . being done, the other 
.parties engaged in the plot were to seize the guards; 
and the prince of Wales and his children, and the 
great officers of state, were to be seized and con- 
iined during the confusion that siicb an event 
would naturally produce. * Among others con- 
cerned in this strange scheme was lord Grey, an 
ancient nobleman of the Roman Catholic religion, 
who died a prisoner in the Tower before the neces- 
sary legal proceedings against him could take' place. 
Mr. Layer having settled a correspondence with 
several Roman Catholics, Nonjurors, and other 
.persons disaffected to the government, he en- 
gaged a small number of disbanded soldiers, who 
were to be principal actors in the intended tra- 
gedy* The counsellor met the soldiers at a 
public-house at Stratford, in Essex, where he gave 
•them the necessary instructions for seizing the king 
oh hit return from the palace,. and even fixed on the 
I da;^ 
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day when the plan was to be carried Into exeention^ 
Some of the people of the public-house having owr, 
heard the treasonable conversation, spoke of it pub. 
Hcly in the neighbourhood f and some otlier cif^ 
cumstances of suspicion arising,- Mr. Layer was 
taken into custody by one of the king's mes5effig<ersp 
in consequence of a warrant from the secretary of 
state. At this time Mr. Layer had two women ia 
keeping, one in South ampton-baHdmgSi aud th« 
other m Qneen-street» to both of whom he had 
given intimation of the scheme he had in hand* 
The lodgings of these women being searched, sudi 
a number of treasonable papers were found, that 
the intentions of the counsellor appeared evident* 
. When he was apprized that his papers were seized, 
and the women bound to give evidence against him^ 
he dispatched a messenger to the secretary of state, 
informing him he would make a discovery of all he 
knew, if he might be perm^ttted the u»e of pen, mln 
and paper. This requisition Was instantly coqiplied 
with, and it was the prevaiiing opinioii that be 
would have been admitted an evidence against his 
accomplices, if he had made thcprumi»ed discovery. 
Behind the bouse of the messenger in which he was . 
confined there was a yard, which communicated 
with the yard of a public-house adjoining^ and Mr. 
Layer thought, if he could get from his confine* 
ment, it would be no difficult matter to escape 
through the tap -room of the ale house, wheie it- 
was perhaps not probable that he should be known. 
Having digested his plan, he cut the blankets of 
liis bed into pieces, and tied them together, and in 
the dusk of the evening dropped from his window i 
but falling. on a bottle rack in the yard, he overset 
it ; and the noise occasioned by the breaking of the 
botdcs was such that the family was alarmdi but 

La/Cf 



Layer escaped during the confusion occasioned hy 
tliM accident. Almost distracted by the loss of his 
prisoner^ the messenger v^ent in search of him, and 
finding that be h^d a boat at the Horse- Ferry, 
Westminster, he crossed the water after him> pur- 
sued him through St. George's- Fields, and appre- 
hended him at Newington -Butts. Having brought 
him back to his house, and guarded him properly 
' for that nighty he was examined by the secretary of 
state on the following day, and committed to New- 
gate. The king and council now determined that 
no time should be lost in bringing Layer to a trial j 
wherefore a writ was issued from the Crown- Of- 
ficif directed to the sheriff of Essex, commanding 
bim to impannel a grand jury, to enquire into 
such bills as should be presented against the pri- 
soner : in consequence oif which the jury met at 
Rumford, and found a bill against him for high- 
treason, and this bill was returnable into the Court of 
King*s- Bench. Soon after the bill was founds th« 
trial came on before Sir John Pratt, lord chief jus- 
tice, ai\d the other judges of that court. Mr. 
Layer had two counsellors to plead for him, and 
they urged everv possible aigument that could be 
thought of in bisoehalf} contesting every minute 
circumstance with the counsel for the crown, during 
a trial that lasted sixteen hours; but at length the 
jury found the prisoner guilty, after having been 
out of court about an hour. When the prisoner 
was brought up to receive sentence, his counsel 
made another effort in his behalf, by urging the 
informality of some of the legal proceedings against 
him i but their arguments being thought insuffi- 
cient, the sentence ordained by the law was passed 
OB him. As he had some important affairs \s> 
settle^ from the nature of his protession^ the court 
I a did 
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did not order his execution till more than tw» 
months after he had been condemned ; and the kihg 
repeatedly reprieved him, to prevent his clients 
snfFering any loss by his affairs being left inconfur 
sion. After conviction he was committed to the 
Towci*, and at length the sheriffs of London and 
Middlesex received a warrant to execute the seo- 
-tence of the law j in consequence of which he was 
drawn on" a sledge to Tyburn, dresst^d in a suit <^ 
black, full trimmed, and a tye-wig. At the place 
of execution he was assisted in his devotions by « 
non-juring clergyman j and when these were en- 
ded, he spoke to the surrounding multitude, declar- 
ing that he deemed king James (so he called the Pre- 
tender) his lawful sovereign. He insisted that the 
pation would never be in a state of peace till the 
Pretender was restored 4 and therefore advised tlie 

feople to take up arms in his behalfj he professrd 
iinself willing to dif for the cause; and cxpjessedl 
great hopes that providence would effectually sup* 
port the right heir to the throne on some futuke 
occasion, though himself had failed of betng xht 
happy instrument of placing him thereon, lie 
suffered, March 15, 1^23, and his body having ' 
being quartered, his head was placed over Temple- 
bar, of which (here were some remains a few yea«« 
?igo. 

LEGEE, J. Sec Dickenson, E. 

LEVEE, JOHN. See Parry, Richard. 

JLEWIS, PAUL, (HIGHWAYMAN,) was bom 
at Horscmonseux, in Sussex, and was the son of a 
worthy clergyman at that place, who put him to a 
grammar school at a very tarly age j but such wa« 
his aversion to study, that he made little or no pro* 
gress in learning r on which his father took hini 
home, with an intention to have instnicted tiiiii 
" * himself • 
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liimself ; bnt finding him so rery indocile, lie prch- 
cortd him an admission into the train of artillery. 
Thus situated^ he discovered much of that vanity 
whic|i is but too common among military men. He 
was so remarkably extravagant in dress^ that he 
soon became indebted to his taylor in the sum of 
S50I. when, being afraid of an arrest, he abscond- 
ed, and then entered on board a man of war. Soon 
disgusted with the life of a seaman, he quitted the 
service and commenced highwayman, but not till 
he had defrauded several sea-officers of considerable 
(urns of money. Having thus begun his iniqnitous 
course of life, he went to a public-house in South* 
tvark, staid great part of the day, and supped ; and 
then going to an inn, hired a horse, and, riding 
out between Newington-fitnts and Vauxhall, stop- 
ped a gentleman and his son in a post-chaise, and, 
ftaving robbed them, returned to the public- housfe 
in Southwark. Being apprehended for this offence, 
he was brought to trial at Kingston, when the peo- 

, |>le of the public-house swearine that be had not 
been absent from noon till midnight more than half 
an hour, he was acquitted. After this, he com- 
flitted a variety of robberies, and was twice in im^^' 
tninent danger of condemnation ; at length, be and 
an accomplice, having robbed a gentlemari and 
hdy in a post-chaise near Paddington, the robbers 
rode some miles together, aud then agreed to part, 
and commit their depredations separately. Soon 

lafter this separation, Lewis stopped a gentlemfiil 
named Brown, and demanded his money. The gen* 
tleman resisted Lewis with such deternrnned resolu- 
tion, that the latter fired at him, but happily without 
effect. At this juncture, Mr. Brown*s horse took 
flight, and threw him $ but, being Ifttle injured, 
ht soon xecoveredi and saw t/tma iu the custody tti 
1 3 Mr* 
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Mr. Pope, a constable, who bad got him down^ zmd 
wa« kneeling on his breast. It seems, while Mc; 
Pope was riding on the same road, a gentlemui 
and lady told him they, had bt^en robbed by two 
highwaymen, and desired him to be cautious i thi(i« 
however, induced him to ride forwaid the. faster^ 
and he arrived at the critical spot in a sbort time 
after the robbery was committed, and seized Lewis. 
Pope desired Mr. Brown to ride after the other 
highwayman who had been on the road | but at 
this instant Lewis arose, and, present uig a pistol, 
swore he woyld shoot Pope. The latter, in no de> 
grce intimidated, knocked the pistol out of his 
band, threw him down, and secured him; aftec 
which he tied his hands behind his back, and^ 
searching his pockets, found ten pistol- bullets ia 
them.. Lewis was now conveyed to Ncw-prisor., 
where having lain one night, he was.taken before a 
magistrate, who comrnitted him to Newgate. At 
the enduing sessions at- the Old Bailey, he w;is 
brought to trial. The evidence against him w. s 
exceedingly strong. He made a frivolous defence; 
but the jury, without hesitation, found him guilty* 
and he received sentence of death. During h.s 
confinement in Newgate, his unhappy father paid 
him a visit, and making him a present of twelve 
guineas, he concealed one of them' within the slecvc 
of bis coat, and then tuld him that he bad receivea 
only eleven. The father, not suspecting any ztu- 
fica, gave him another guinea ; and no sooner w s 
the old man gone, than the son boasted how he 
had imposed on him. The ordinary of Newgate 
represented his behaviour in a. very unfavouraule" 
light; hinting, among other things, tha^ he hacf^ 
threatened his life, declaring that he should ntvir 
^gain have an oppoxtunity of aiteuding a cpminai 

under 



under scntenceof death. He appears taiiave been 
^ man of very wealc intellects, though some consU 
durable pains had been taken in bis education. A 
fevr days- before his death, he seiit a letter to Janne& 
£yre>eaq. who was then recorder of London, pray- 
itig him to intercede with his majesty in his behalfs 
that the sentence might be changed to transporta- 
tion ) chiefly* on the score of his ancient* Doble, 
descent, and the services he had rendered bis coun- 
tiy.while at sea j but his applicatioo seems to have 
been disregarded. Having attended the sacrament 
qn the morning of his execution^ during the service 
he dropped on the ground, but was almost imme- 
diately taken up and re-scated : spoil after which* 
he took up a, penknife (which it Was «»upp08cd had 
fallen when he fell)» and held it iV, as in token of, 
gratitude, for havings beefi pro videViaily* prevented, 
irom the commission of suicide ; and be afterwards, 
confessed, that he had kept that penknife in his 
piUovy from the time, that he had become a prison- 
er j. but that. Mr. Akerman having gone into his 
room, prevented his putting it to the horrid use 
for which it was intended. WbeQ arrived at the 
fatal. tree,, he looked round him with a face of in« 
csfpressrble. languish, anjd then addressed himself to 
the mult^ude, ia the following words} 

' ".Thi&dreaxSful sight wiil not, I believe, invite, 
any of you to come here by following my example, 
hjit r.9ther to be warned by me. I am' but tvrenty-. 
thjree. yea,cs ot' age, a clergyman's son, bred up, 
aunopg gentlemen : this wounds me the deeper; for 
to >vhom much is given, of them more is required* 
ifiy i^ttnds, I entreat you ail to avoid such olfences 
su m^y bring you. here, on every account, especial^ 
ly for the sake of your families. Let the memory^ 
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of my cTtl actions die with ine» and do not rtiect 
on my aged father. Hitherto I have been a dB« 
grace to an that knew roe ; were I to begin my life 
againi I should live an honour to society.** 

He suffered at Tyburn, on the 4th of May, 

1763. 

LEWIS, FRANC, alias CRIMSON, (robbbr) 
was butler to Thomas Edmondes, esq. who having 
business out of town 9 discharged the footmatt 
before he went. Lewis and three maids wete all the 
servants that were in the house with Mrs. Edmon* 
des. The former, who was a married man, had 
asked for permis^on to go and see his wife. . He 
returned about fen at night. Mary Giles, the 
cook, fastened i|ie door of the area a little before 
cnt in the morning. Lewii f^ept in the pantry $ s* 
chat she went to bed, and left him in the kitchen. 
About three in the morning, as the watchman wat 
patssing, he heard a pistol nred in Mr. Edmondes^a 
bouse, on which he rattled with his stick against 
the iron bars of the area, near which the prisoner 
lay ; but receiving no amwer, he cried the hour, 
and at half past three, as he was going his rounds, 
lie heard thfe prisoner cry out, ♦« O Lord! I shall 
be dead !'* The Watchman called out to know 
what was the matter j and the prisoner answered, 
** there were rogues, villains, in the house, and )ie 
should be dead.*^ The watchman then asked Why 
he did not open the doot? He Said, ** he could 
not, for he waS tied.". • On this the watthntaik' 
knocked till two servant-maids came down, wbo* 
found the prisoner tied in his bed, both his hahdt 
being tied to his ancles. He said that the boose 
hkd been broken open ; that <* there vvere thret 
men caiJc in ; that tntige of tTfo of them wat from 

thirty 



flnrty fo six and thirty, and the other from twenty 
t» four and twenty $ that tiiey had great coats on, 
and flapped hats ; that one held a kliife to hin», and 
stood ovev him »il the time, while (he other two 
robbed tb«e house.^ Mary Robin&on, one of th^ 
servant-njaidsy heatd Lewis say, that '* three tntn 
cam^ in, ands he fired a pistol at one ; and then 
they tied his hands and legs, and a<iked where hi» 
mistress's jewels werey and where is mistress lay > 
that they then took the plate out of the closer.'* 
She farther declared, *' that he said the plate was all 
carried away j they insisted on having the key, and 
he gave it to them oat of his pocket $ that they 
d^bled a silver.tea-board together, tied it up-ii» a' 
tabie-doth, and carried it away/' Informlition 
of tjiis transaction having been given at Bow-street,' 
three, persons were apprehended, supposed to be 
those that the prisoner bad described ; but they 
were discharged, oivhis saying they were not the' 
men that robbed his master. On the. day after the 
xobbery was committed, Mr. Clarke went front 
Sir John Fielding's office, to examine how the 
bttrgkiry had been committed » When be came to 
Mr. £dmoBde»'s house, he saw the prisoner skting^ 
by the fire, and having two marks as if cut by a 
knife. Mr. Clarke took him to the area, on the 
out side of whif b was a brick a little broken, oit 
nvhich the robbers were supposed to have stepped. 
Clarke desired the cook to put up- the shwttevs at 
they were on the preceding Aigbt. She did so: 
he asked if they wep«: bolted or barred : she said 
both. He demanded if. she would swear before a' 
niagtstrate that they .were bolted and hatred : she 
said, she wquUI not swear she bolted the place,- hut 
, would swear .she barred it. Clarke observed that 
ilie bat was a Uttle broke, and that it went into ar 

tenter 
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tenter-hook, which mast have b«^ wrenched if 
the place had been forced open : but the most 
remarkable circumstance was this ;. a pane of glass 
was broken, on the inside of which was a cobweb^ 
which was in such a direction, that it must have 
b«en carried away if any one had come through th« 
window, Clarke now examined the dbori atad 
finding that all the force Which had been used waft 
on the inaidey he had no doubt but that the robbery 
had been committed by Mme person in the house; 
on which he told Mr. and' Mrs. Bdmondes his 
opinion of the affair; but the latter seemed very 
unwilling to admit even of a suspicion to the 
prejudice of the prisoner. Mr. Clarke then shewed 
. the lady the place, and asked her if she had giveA 
him leave to go out on the preceding night« iht 
said she had permitted him to go and see hk wife. 
Clarke finding that he was married, said, <' depend 
on it the things are at his wite*s ;** and having 
obtained a direction where she had lodgedf he 
4ispatcbed' Charles Jealous and another person to 
the house of a grocer in OoswelKstreet. There 
i;hey learnt that she wav removed to HolyweU- 
, street, Clare-market, where they found her, having 
in her possession a large trunk, with a quantity of 
plate and clothes in it. The woman being taken 
before Sir John Fielding, acknowledged that she 
was wife to the prt^ner | that they were his lodg* 
ings, and that he himself had taken them. In the 
interim the husband was taken into custody by 
Clarke, who desired him to acquaint him where 
the rest of the plate, that no imputation might lay 
against the characters of the other servants. On 
this he acknowledged' that he had thrown it into 
the eistern of his mgster^s house. Hereupon 
Claike went to the house, and found the plate ait 

the 



tbe bottom of the cistern j and among othn articles 
a large waitet bent double* Thi» and many other 
pieces of plate were produced in conrty on his triM 
alt the Old Baileyi in April* 177%, and sworn to by 
file prosecutor s on vhich the jury gave a verdict 
tbat (be prisoner was guilty of stealing the goods 
an the dwell ing-hou^ I and at the close of \hfi 
sessions he received sentence of death. lo cotiu»- 

3,uence of this atrocious breach of trust 00 ey- 
eavouss were exerted to save him, and b&sUiflferfd 
at Tyburn« on the a4th of Jane, 1778. 
USJLEyJ.G. SetSsMPLB. 
LITTLE, JOHN. See Avershaw, L. 
LLE WELLEN, ..' See Spiggot, Wm. ' 

" LLOYJ>, SAkAHf (accbs&aky) servant, who 
«a^ 9CCttaed of having intradueed a man isto the 
^ouse of bcff mistress, wh» trobbed attd afterwariis 
$et It 00 fire. This ushap^y wonairs case, ocas- 
pied mucb attention 3 sbe was gencraUy oonsidcred 
fts the instruflunt made vas of by a dessgning 
villaiAs and having a most cscellent character, k 
excited a very strone iutewst in the BCigbbomrhood. 
Being convict^ of Jarcony only to the value of 
£Brtv sbiUings, at Bury assiaesb A]»ri|, iBoo, and 
ec^emned — she was left lor executioa. A peti- 
tion was immediately tigiied, moet respectably and 
aunierously, for her resuke asd pardoa 3 but ^ 
Puke of Portlaad deeming^tht apfdaoation to arise 
ftqm ill-judged humanity, seat down, a kiag^s mes- 
seager to order her exeeatioa. Among the persoas 
who intceefted tfaeoiaelves the most ^a^tkis ooeasioiv 
^as that very respectable magistrate Ms. Capel 
Lofft, who addressed tbeibllowiag ktter to the 
Monthly Magazine^ sitting fertk kes case sind prov 

k^ her aa akti*^ 9^ ■>'^ * 

SIRf 
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SIR, 
** Give me leave to catitioh you against animpHcSk 
credit in the accounts published in most or the 
public papers, respecting the cast of the unhapjqr 
"Sarah Lloyd. This much only I will say at pee- 
«ent— a most extraordinary and a naost affecting 
•case it is. I have never heard of one more so— I 
iiave never known one in any degree so much soi^ 
I was on the grand jury which found the two bills 
«f indictment. I was in court at the trial. I tm 
^^Ppy» yet perhaps I ought not to say so, that I 
was not in court when sentence of death was pro« 
flounced upon her. I have visited her several tiaie% 
since she has been in prison, with several respeota* 
ble persons, and particularly with a lady of very 
«uperior understanding; and, who stru.k with her 
nild and ingenuous countenance, the noodesty, im 
hesitating clearness, simplicity and ingenuous cha- 
racter of all she says; her raeek and conistant 
fortitinde, and her modest resignation, has interested 
herself greatly iu behalf of this young and most 
«inguUrTy unhappy woman. She was indicted for 
a burglarious robbery, in the dwelling house of her 
mistress. She was convicted of larceny alone to the 
.value of forty sjiillings. And under what circiim* 
stances it will be proper to state more fully here*> 
after. The jury acquitted her of the btirglartout 
part of the charge and thereby negatived any 
prevkius knowledge on her pa^t of a felonious 
intent of any person. The other indictment for 
' malicipus houseiiring was not even tried. Unhap* 
pily perhaps for her that it was not: ft seems but 
too certain that she will suffer death on Wednes- 
day next; and firom anything that t ca.i yet learn, 
I should &ar a numerously and respectably signed 
petition will not even fi0 its way to the king 

while 
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imk\\e she yet lives. I write only thus ' much at 

pvesent > that if you state the supposed facts which 

-hare been so widely defused against her, and have 

.made so dreadful an impression, you may also state 

•these remarks ; which have for tiyir object merely 

that the public would suspend their judgment till a 

full and correct statement be laid before. them, as it 

necessarily must; and that ih the mean time at 

.least the public will not conclude her guilty of more 

-than that of which she solely stands convicred 

and attaint on the rccord^the larceny only. And 

as to the nature and degree of her guilt, even upon 

that, they will estimate it according to the cir* 

cumstances, when fiilly before them. Then per* 

haps they will have no cause to wonder that eflndrts 

have been made, as they have certainly been, with 

.most persevering anxiety, to obtain a mitigation of 

her sentence, so far as it affects her life : nor that 

the prosecutrix, the committing magistrate-^the 

-foreman and several others of the grand jury and 

many persons of true respectability, have concurred 

in these efforts, and particularly persons in whose 

service she has lived, and who speak of her temper^ 

disposition, character and cohduct, in terms every 

way honourably, I remain. Sec* 

. Troston, April ai*. Cafbl Lofpt." 

In another letter this gentleman eives an account 
of her perMn, execution, &c. as follows : 

** Respecting the case of Sarah Lloyd, what 
ought now further to be said, I vvish that I felt 
myself capable .of saying as it deserves. I have 
treason to think that she was not quite- nineteen. 
.She was rather low of stature^ of a pale complexion, 
to which, anxiety and near seven months iaiprison«> 
K ment 
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meat bad given a yellowish tint Nstoiallf tht 
appeals to have been fair, as when she colcriiiedl^ 
the colour naturally diffused itself. Her couat»> 
naoce was vtry piisasiag, of a meek and liiodcat 
f xpftflsbn porfectly (^araoteratic of a mild aflco- 
tigiiEate temper. She had large eyes and eyelids^ a 
aiiort and weUrfora»rd aose» an open £aicbead> of a 
grand atkl zngenaotis charactef, and Very regoiar 
aad pleasing featuics^ Ikr hair dairJcish brown^ 
and her eyehfows rtthcr darker than her hair $• she 
had an wusoannonand wnaffected sweetness in her 
voice and manner. She seemed to be ahove inspa- 
tience or djeicantenti fear or osteatation* esGOmpt 
frovi selfish embtion, bat attentive with purr 
syi)spathy to those whom her state and the affe^inr 
singularity of her case aad her uaifbrmly admirable 
' behaviour interested in her behalf. When asked* 
April 23, tSoo, the nMrning on which she saffec- 
ed, bow she bad slept tbe preceding aight, she s|iid, 
ttot fuel) the beginning, but quite 'well the latter 
part of the aigbt. She took an affectionate, bat 
composed aad even cheerful leave of her feikow- 
peisooers and rather gav<c theai. com fort than needed 
tu receive it. It was a rainy and windy morning. 
She accepted of, and held ove« her head, an ttmbfelkit 
wfhich I brought with me, ^nd wtii^out assiseaace, 
though her arms were confined, steadily supported 
it all the way from tbe prison, not much less than 
a mile. What i said at the pUce of cxeci^rioa, if 
it had been far better said than I was then able to 
exfwess myself andcr the distress I felt, would have 
been little in aomparisbn of the effect of hec a»* 
pearaace and behavidur oa the whole assembly^ 
Than effectf none, who were not present, can 
imagine. Belbre this I never attended an execv- 
tioo, i^it w«»aad90d a duty t» attend thity wd n> 



give the iiak ttetlmonfxif tstctm t6 ijovia^^^tntft^ 
49hase bcfiatioilr after. Iier sentence (I had not teen 
fa^r beibre, fftr in Court skc was concealed from mo 
hf the sttrrouiKling crowd) llad rendered her so 
deserving of eveiy ponibie attention. Those who 
have been aiccustomed to such distressing observa- 
ctona reiliarlced that the eRecutioner, thovgk 
Hied to his dreadfiil office^ appealed exoeedinglf 
embarraeaed and vvas umcommonjy slow in those 
preparations which immediatcif precede the fa^ 
tal moment^ and which^ in such a kind of 
death are a severe trial of the ibitimde of the 
strongest and nost escaked mmd^ and nraeh tim 
nufn «o as they lend to destroy the sympathy re* 
aulting from the associated ideas of dqjnity in suf* 
ftring i tet she dignified by her deportment every 
hamiliatbig dtcumstance ef this otherwise most de« 
gradkig of deaths^ and maintaikied an unaltered 
eqaanimity and recoUectedness> herself assisting in 
potting back her hair and adjusting the rnsi roment 
of deatn to her neck^ There was no niatibrm no? 
any thing in a common degree suitable to supply 
^ want of one; yet tins very young and Wholly 
uneducated woiiian> naturally bf a very tender dis^ 
position^ and from -her mild and amiable temper^ 
'accustomed to be treated as their child m the fami«« 
lies in which bhe had lived, and who consequently 
had not karned fortitude from expei^ience cither of 
dan^r or hardships aikd Uk prison the humanity of 
}Au Orridge had been parental towards her> np* 
peared with a serenity that seemed more than hu* 
man } and when she gave the signal^ there was a re* 
doUetted gracefulness and sublimity in her manner 
that struck every heart) and is above woids or idea^ . 
I was 90 very near to her the whole time> that, near% 
K a sighted 
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aigkted as I am, I can fully depend on the certantfjr 
oi my infoFmatioD. After rfie had been suspcndtd 
move than a minute, her hands were twice evenly 
and gently raised, and gradually let to fall with- 
out the least appearance of convulsive or involun* 
tary motion, iii a manner which could hardly be 
mistaken,, when interpreted, as designed to signify 
content and resignation. At all events, indepeno^. 
dently of this circumstance, which was. noticed by 
many, her whole conduct evidently shewed, frotn 
this temper of mind, a composed, and even cheer*: 
ful submission to the' views ind will of heaven ; a 
modest unaffected submission entirely becoming her 
age,' her sex, and situation.** 'Here the writer, re-, 
ferring to an account in the Ipewich paper, observes s. 
** The word accomplice is used,— ^whoever admita 
a man was concerned,will see reason, to regard that 
man as far more than an accomplice, I believe it 
were not impossible (but would indeed be ueaclyi 
inevitablo) for any attentive mind, .weighing the 
circumstances of this, perhaps,, unexampled case» 
to come' to the same conclusion which has longim* 
pressed itself on mine. *T)iat conclusion leaves to 
tier a share of the guilt, which is indeed ** compa- 
rative innocence,** and the verdict of the jury*, 
who, I believe, in that verdict thought they had 
saved her life, . imports not a greater share. , Yet 
they, knew nothing of the admirable character 
which has been given of her by those in whose ser- 
vice she had longest lived, viz. Mr. Johnson, of 
Bildeston, grocer and lin^n-dfaper $ Mr. HcBry» 
farmer f from Midsummer 1795, to Michaelmas 
1797> ^or the best temper, a meek, peaceable, quiet 
disposition; honesty, modesty, uniformly good 
Ixhaviour in all respects $ freedom not only from 

blame^ 
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blfini€> but frokQ ani circamstaDces tending to sus- 
picion oi it. The jury knew of her character only 
by her affecting appeal to Mrs. Sytrt the prosecati iic 
herself. For idle had not been sending after those 
who could speak to her character duiing her con-* 
fSnementy and therefore being asked) she answered 
she did not know whether there was any, meaning, 
eertainly» in court, except it was Mn. Sycr. And 
the jury, under the circumstances of no evidence 
being given against the other party indicted, had 
not the usual means, whirh, where two pttaons ar« 
indicted » a jury almost constantly has, of fiirming 
some estimate of the pkoportion of guilt which may 
belong to either $ nor could they even see, or per- 
haps oAder those circumstances, imagine, how pc- 
euliar her case was, even as to that tor which she 
was convicted, infinitely the smallest part of the 
charge which the two indictments ix>ntauied. I do 
dot^ therefore, arraign the verdict of the jury ) the 
v<niict could not be otherwise; it was just, it waa 
^iscriminaringi it was.huroatidy considerate, and, I 
think, I say nothing which is unbecoming when I 
say this, that although the verdict, and the conse- 
quent sentence were according to law, death beings 
vke sentence under thr statpte of Anne^ the tase 
was such as had a strong, and I think, almost sin- 
gular plea for the extention of mercy. The force 
and nature of this plea, n^idi appearsd imperfectly 
pt the trial, and at tbe time of passmg ssi)tefice, 
more and mon developed itself progressively to the 
last. I shall ever deeply regret that it did not ap- 
pear so to the judge, ami most of all, tliat when by 
the Bill of Rights, it is declaied that it is the right 
of the subject to petitions that in this instance 
there is reason to conclude, that a petition^ thougb 
»3 ix^ 
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in behalf of life, and numeroasly and most res|yect-> 
ably signed, was, notwithstanding, never presented* 
to the king \\\ I would rather sufrer any thing than 
have this omission to impute to myself. 

I remain, &c. 
Troston, May 19. CAPEL LOFFT/' 

Such, however, were the exaggerations of the 
London prints, which ascribed to this unfortunate 
woman all the crime, that we need not wonder there 
was no attention paid to the petition. The follow- 
ing is an extract of one, (Ttmesy April i f ,) by which 
the reader will see quite a different representation 
firom the above :— *< The circumstances attending 
the case of Sarah Lloyd are perhaps unequalled for 
the atrocious intentions of the perpetrator, who was 
a servant to a Very respectable lady, residing a( 
Hadleigh, named Syer. On the sdof October last» 
she set her mi^tress^s house on fire in four different 
places, and robbed her of some considerable pro« 
perty. Her intention was the destruction of her 
protectress, for, to prevent the escape of her misr 
tress, the principal combustibles were placed under a 
staircase which led to her mistresses bed-room, and ,- 
but for the timely assistance of the neighbourhood^ 
she would have perished in the fire.** The incen-^ 
diary and intended murder, here asserted as facts 
of her deep ingratitude and base depravity, were 
neither tried nor proved— <iQd of the burglary she 
nyas acquitted, which acquittal must also acquit her 
of the other charges. 

LOWRY, CAPT. JAMES, (murderer,) 
was a native of Scotland, and, having, received a 
liberal education, was, at his own request, appren-^ 
ticcd to the master of a trading vesscli with whom 
I.. h« 
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lie served bis time faitbfuUy. After rising by de-, 
grccs to the command of a vessel, he Tvas empdoyed 
by some merchants of Jamaica to conduct a ship of 
theirs to England: during the voyage he . exercised 
such cruehy, as demanded a scrutiny on the return 
of the vessel. Having taken men on board to 
work bis ship, he arrived soon after his accusers j 
but they having given previous information to the 
Ix)rds of the Admiralty, a reward was offered for 
apprehending him : he remained some time con- 
cealed, but was at last discovered by a thief- taker, 
who took him into custody, and received the reward* 
On the i8th of February, 175%, he was indicted at 
a sessions of admiralty, held at the Old Bailey, for 
the wilful murder of Kenith Hossack. James Ga- 
therah, mate of the vtssel, deposed, that they left 
Jamaica on the 28th of October, 1750, having on 
board fourteen hands ^ that on the 24th of Decem- 
ber, he came on deck between four and five in the 
afternoon, and ^aw the deceased tied up, one arm 
to the haulyards and the other, to the main-shrouds» 
when the prisoner was beating him with a rope 
about an inch and a half in thickness. This depo- 
nent returning again in half an hour, the prisoner 
begged to be let down, on a call of nafure j the 
captain being now bejow, Gatherah obtained his. 
permission to release him for the present, but was 
to tie him up again : but when let down, he was 
unable to stand j which being made known to 
' X»owry, he said, •* D— n the rascal, he shams 
Abrabami" (a sea term for pretending to be ill, 
when able to do duty,) and ordered him to be again 
tied up. This was. done, but he was not made so 
last as before \ which the captain observing, order- 
cd his arms to be extended to the full stretch, and 

* taking' 
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taking the rop^, beat hitti» on the backy btfcllf, 
lieadi shoulders, face and temples, fbt aboiit half 
an hour, occasionlilly walking abont to take breath. 
About SIX o*clock he hung back his head, and ap^ 
peared motionless : on ^ith Lowry ordered him t^ 
be cut down, and said to Gatherah, ** I am afraid 
Kenny is dead.*' Gatherah replred, ** I am sorry 
for it; but hope not.** Gatherah then felt his 
pulse, but finding no motion there, or at his heart} 
ia!d, <* I am afraid he is dead, indeed $'* on which 
the captain gave the deceased afs)ap on the face,' 
and exclaimed, *• D— n him, h^ is only sbatitndng 
Jibraham now.*' Oti this the deceased was wcipped 
Up in a sail, and carried tb the steerage,where Lowry 
whetted a penknife, and Gatherah attempted to 
bleed him, but without effect. Gatherah deposeti 
farther, that the deceased had been ill of a fever, 
but Was then recovering, and though not well 
enough to go aloft, waf% able to do many parts of 
his duty. This witness likewise deposed to the ty* 
i*anny and cruelty of the captain to the^hole ship's' 
company, except one Tames Stuaft ; and eave Seve- 
ral instances of his inhumanity, partlcmafly that 
of his beating them with a cane, which he tailed 
" the Koyal Oak Foremast." It was asked of 
Gatherah, why Jx>wry Was not confined till the 
^apth of December, as the mmder of Hossaek took' 
place on the x4th j, to which he answered, that thie 
ship's crew had been uheasy, and proposed to con- 
£ne the captain : but that he (Gatnerah) r^pprer 
stnted the leaky condition of the ship, which made 
it necessary that two pumps should be kept ?oing' 
night and ^ay 3 and the ship's crew Wre so sitkly, 
that not a hand could be conveniently spared : that 
he believed the captaiA would b? waiiotd by trhH 
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he had done* and treat the rest of the <*rew better 
dortng -the rrmaiDder of the voyage ; tbat Lowry 
^ould oot escape whale on the voyage, and that on 
.their arrival in England he might be charged with 
the murder before any magistrate. The seamen 
were satisfied by these arguments ; but Lowry con* 
tinuing his seventies^ it was determined to def^rive 
him of. his command, and confine him to the cabin. 
At length the. ship became so leaky, that they did 
not expect to live from night till morning f and the 
men quitted the pumpsi.and took a solemn farewd 
of each other : but Gatherah advised them to renew 
their endeavours to save the vessel, and to sreer for 
the port ,of t*isbon. . Thi& advice was followed i 
and havlng^ arrived off the rock of Lisbon, ihey 
hoisted a lignal fon a pilot, and one coming off in 
a fishing- boat, found that they had no product* 
i, t, no effects to^dispose of, on which he declined 
,condu<;ting them into. port: but by this pilot the 
captain sent a le|;ter to the British consul, informing 
him thai the crew had mutinied ^ on which the 
consul came on board, put ten of the seamen under 
•an arrest, and sent them to England on board a 
man of war,, then bound homewards. The ac- 
count given by Gatherah to .the consul corresponded 
with that he had given in evidence at the Old 
Bailey. During the voyage, the crew ^f Lowry ^a 
ship worked their passage ; and, on their acrWid 
in England, though they were committed to the , 
keeper of the Marshalsea prison, ,they had liberty to 
go out when they pleased i and considered ihiBn^ 
selves only as evidences against Lowry. The 
rest of the crew, who were examined on the tsial* 
gav^ testimony corresponding with that of Gathe- 
rah i and declared that the deceased was sober and 

honest 



iMtKit. ' Some qttt^ions mtreuktAf If fli«y thdttgll^ 
Ii<mry*8 ill trtatmciit was the oocasiMi of HotMHt^ 
death. They said there was no doubt of it, «« tlidft 
h would have kilkd him had he been ifei health and 
•trengthy or the ttotittit man Htiag.^* Lowry^wheh 
caUed upon ibr hie defence, addressed hintaelf to 
the court in die followSng terms i 

*' My Lord, and Oentlemen^f the Juty, 
^* My case is exceeding hard ; the witnesses fhit 
have been produce^ against me have agreed tb 
awear this murder upon me, well knowing that if 
they do not take liway my life, their own will be 
an danger, as I hope to make ajf^iear. In Oetobet*, 
V750f I 8et sail hdm fvittaAck hi the MoHy, df 
which I was eommiinder^ with thirteen hands, be- 
flides myself, on board : "wt weve bound for lion^ 
idon. I had not been long at sea, but I foand 
that I had got a set of the most wicked, dh^ken, 
idle fellows, that evet' eatne into a ship. I had 
gtieat apprehensions that they intended to run away 
^ith the ship} and so I tbid Captain Dalton of thb 
Kancy, who came from JaMaiea with me, and 
b^ged he would keep me company, and observe 
what course we kept : thift the witness Oathereh 
knew, if he would have been honest and spoke thb 
truth { but he has sworn with a hftlter about hts 
iieck. Often when I awaked, I found they hafl 
vltened the ship*l course while I was asleep $ an^ 
Gatherah, who was my chief mate, often insnlted 
sne, and used me so irery ill, that I was obliged tb 
turn him out of my mess, and forbid him my tabitt. 
Roberts, my second mate, h&ving rum, would sell 
it to the men, notwithstanding I ibrbad hhn often s 
hf #hidi melms they were scarce ever sober. Our 

ship 
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ahip being kikjr, «vt wane oMwcd to keep contimi* 

Mf pnaping; and some of we men bdng nek* 

oocasipnod by their drinking so much runiy I coi^d 

not but be Tety aogty with Kobcrts, for supplpog 

the men wkb so much Rquor. On the 13d day n 

Pcflcmber, thaoxh the wintessct sn ear the a4th, ont 

of tho men had lost a bottle of rum, and I wat i»* 

iDmcd the deceased had taken and. diunk it; at 

the same time WiiliaBi Waum came to me, and 

complained he«had lost a note, and beKeved that 

Kenith Hossack had stole it, (though he denies he 

aaid it now) apon whiek I carfed the deceased upon 

deck^ ta examine him, and foond he wan so drunk, 

be waa seance able to stand ; therefore I ordered 

l^iin to be tied to the rails of the ship till he waf 

aobec, &r, if he had gone down to his cabini he 

would bare got mere ram, and so endangered bii 

Hfe, he having been sick with drinking before. 

The deceased being a eomica) fellow, I took a bit 

of rope and flourished it three times round, gave 

him a Mroke or two upon the breecb, not so hard 

?a to hurt him, more than I do this book, (striking 

kis tdmd gSMtfy m the log-hook that laj^ om the bar \) 

a£rer be had been tied some time to the raih, be fell 

backwanis, and foamed at the mouth : i then cut 

him loose, and he feH down, and I believe hii 

being incexieated, and struggiifigto get loose might 

saffoeate bim. I dkl dl I ceold to recover bini, at 

the edtnesMt agamst me have aJfowed. I wat not 

than charged with mordering the deceased $ nor did 

I bear any thing of such a charge tilt five or six 

days after Hofl8aek*s death, when they deprived me 

of the command, confined me, seieed the ship, ak 

tercd her coorse, which was for EiwIaQd, and car« 

ncd bei to LidTon* 1 had piepartd a letter tQ sea^ 

ashore 
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ashore by the first' boat that came on board,' to ^th^ 
English consul, intorming him of the situation X 
VfZ^ in { who came on board* examined us all, rein* 
stated me in the command of the ship, which I 
brought home safe to England. I'be ivitnesses 
were sent home prisoners on board a man of war, 
upon my accusation of mutiny' and piracy. It 
canioot be supposed the consul would have trusted 
. tne with the command of the ship* if I had been 
under the charge of murder/* 

The evidence having been recapitulated by the 
jiidge, the jury retired for about half an hour* and 
then delivered their verdict that the prisoner was 
guilty ; on which he received sentence of death, 
and orders were given for his being hung in chains. 
After conviction Lowry Itehaved with great appa* 
rent courage and resolution, till a smith came to 
take meaiure of him for his chains j when he fainted 
away, fell on bis bed, and was measured while in- 
sensible. On his recovery,, he said that it was the 
disgrace of a public exposure that had affected him, 
and not the fear of death. On the morning of his 
death, he seemed greatly affected when first put 
into the cart, but soon recovering a greater degree 
of courage, he bore his calamity with a tolerable 

i share of serenity, notwithstanding the cart was sur- 
roundfod by a number of s^lors, who poured execra* 
tions on him^ for the barliarity he had shewn to one 
of their brethren. The procession having reached- 
ExecutioB-dock, he was placed on a scaffold erected 

^ under the gibbet ;. when, after a short time spent 
in devotion, he underwent the sentence of the law, 
having first given the executioner his watch and 
voney. He suffered on the a5th of March^ 1 7 5» t* 

after 
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lifter which his body was put into a hoatj earrie^ 
down the river* and buog io cbaiof on the bank of 
the 'fbamei. 



MACFAKXJIN£» -^. See CoDtti^, W: . 

MACLANJ&y JAMBS, (highwayman,) vtaa 
descended from a reputable family io the north pj^ 
Scotland : but his father haviilff been liberally 
educated in the university of GiasgoWy Went t9 
settle at MonaghaDyin the north of Ireland^ aa 
preacher to a eougregarion of d/ssentera in that 
pla^ wher^he married and had two sons $ the cldff 
of whom was bred to the church* and preached 
many years to the English congregation at th« 
Hague* and was equally remarkable for his ]ear»«» 
ing and the goodness of his heart. This his ypun* 
^er BOO* was about eighteen years of age when hta 
father died* and the old gentleman having be* 

gueathed Lis effects to him, he dissipated all before 
e bad attained his twentieth jrear. In this diiem* 
ma he applied for relief to hn mother** relations^ 
with a view to fit him out for the naval eerviccf 
but as they refused to assist him* he entered into 
the service of a gentleman named Howard* with, 
whom he came to London. Soon after bis arriva) 
in the metropolis he abandoned bis service} and 
ret^iniing to Ireland* he again solicited the assist* 
ance of his mother's relations* who were either un« 
VviUing or unable to afford him relief. He waa^ - 
hoMrever* assisted by his brother at the Hague* till 
his expences began to be too considerable for f 
continued support from that qoarter ; htreupon he 
TOl.; tt. Ii found 
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fopnd it necessary. to procure some employmenf ^ 
.und making interest with a military gentleman wha 
hsA kiiown kiiL father, he recommended him .to a 
colonel who had a country seat near Cork. ^Thta 
gentleman engaged him as a butler ^ and he con* 
tinned' a considerable time in his service, till, secret- 
ing some effects, he was dismissed with disgrace, 
and rendered unable to procivce another .place in 
that part p*^the kinedpm. ^ow^dycea tp circum- 
stances of distress, he conceived "an idea otcnttring 
into the Irish bripde In the .service of Ffanc^^ ana 
connnunicated his intention to a gentleman^ who 
ftdvised him to decline all thoug^tts of such a .pro- 
cedure, as he could have no prospect of rising in 
liis profession, unless he changed his reiigion^ a 
Ijprctinistahce that he would not consent tf^ (in ht 
fitill retained some sense of tlie piouif educlatien h(p 
Ikad received. Notwithstanding ' the colonel above*, 
mentioned ha4 disml^spd him his siervic>, yjet fearr 
ing that his desperate circumstanees miglit inducf 
liiro to farttier acts of dishonesty, , he entrusted hjn^ 
with die care of his baggage to London ; and >^ac- 
lane wiiliing to enter as a private man in lord Ah 
hemarle*^ troon of horse-gtiards, solicited the colo- 
nel to advance him the necessary sum to^procur^ 
his admission. The , colonel seemed willing to f^« 
your ^is scheme^ but thinking it dangerous to tru^t 
ihe money in his hands^ he committed it to the 
care of an officer belonging to. the troops wbicj> 
was then in Flanders. Every thing .was prepared j 
and his credentials were ready for his joining the 
troop, when h? suddenly declined all thoughts of 
crhtering into the army. His ruling passion was 
dress', as an ii^troduction to the company of women i 
ai^d having rcceired abouf fifty i),9und$ frpm some 
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ftmalcfl of ni(nrr gpbd-nat ure fhan !«nse» under pre* 
tence of iittih| hrmself^our fbra' 5^e^t India voyage^ 
fie expended rae grealer'partof it in elegant cIofl^9» 
and commenced a ' prdTelsed fortune-hunter. At 
length he married'ttu^ daughter ofMr. Macglegho^ 
t hortt^tal^r; with Whom he received five huiidrej 
potinds, and he commenced the business of ih 
§rocet, in Wetbeck-street, Cavendish-square, .an«{ 
gnppbrted his family with some degree of credit tilt 
the expiration' of three years, when his wife died^ 
fe^ng two infknt daughters to the care of her re« 
fathreft, who kindly undercook to provide for them* 
RifhcTto Macfanfc s character aihong'his neighbours 
^as animpeachedj bnt soon after the death of Um 
^fe, hV sold his stock in trade and furniture, ana 
assumed the character of a fkie gentleman, in the . 
Hop^ of engaging the att^ntioh of some lady o^ 
fortune, to which he thought hiihsclf entitled by 
tfit gratefulness o/liis person^ and the elegance o^ 
fits appeataince. Al the end of about six month^ 
he had expeitded all hlls money, and became very 
tmha{ip^ from fefleicting on that change'of fortune 
chatvi^ould probably reduce him to his former stat^ 
of servitude. While lii this state of dejectioD, aa 
Irish apdthebary, named Plunkett, vi&ited him» andt 
^nquii'ed into tne cause of his despondency. Mac* 
]|uie acknowledged the reduced state of his Anances^li 
candidly cotitessed that he had no money left, noc 
. ]tne# any way of raising* a shilling but by the dls- 
Msal of his wearing apparel : ** I thought, (re« 
joined <^the 'at>6thecafy^) you had some spirit an^ 
fesolutlon, with someknovclcdge of the world. >C 
^rave man hai a' right to live, and not want the 
conveniencies of ITfej while the dult, plodding^ bus^ 
knavK carry cash in their pocket. V^e rauskf 
1. a drair 
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draw upon them to supply our wanU^ thtre iie«d» 
only impudence^ and getting the better of a few kilt 
scruples: there is scarce any courage necessary* 
All we have to deal with are mere poltroonii.**— r 
These arguments co-operated so forcibly with tho 
poverty of Maciane, that he entered into conversa* 
non with Plunkett on the subject of ^oing on xhi 
Fiighway ; and at length they entered into a solemii 
jlgreement to abide by each other in all adventures^ 
llnd to share the pront of their depredations to the 
hist shilling : nor does it appear that either of theoi 
ever defrauded the other. Their fir&t robbery was 
^h* Hounslow-heatht wberie they stopped a grazier 
on his leturn from Smithfield, and took from box 
ftSout sixty pounds. This money being soon speu]|; 
hi extravagancei they were, induced to, ti^ke a rld« 
on the St Alban's roadj and seeing a stage-coach^ 
<!oming fbrwarJ» they agreed to ride ifp on the dp;^ 
posite sides of the carriage- Madane's fears ui« 
duced him to hesitate ; and. when Plunkett ordered( 
the driver to stop^ it Wjis with the the utmost trepil* 
dfttipn that the other demanded the money of th^ 
fiassen^ers. On their return to London at^ night» 
rlunkett censured hju) as a coward) and told nm 
fhat he was iinfit for his business. This had sych 
fln effect on him, that he soon afterwards went out 
ilone». and unknown to plunkett; and having rob* 
bed a gentleman qf ^ lar^e sumi he returned anU 
ihared it with his companion, .jflifterward^ he stop* 
ped and robhed the honourable Horace Walpoie* 
(late Jrord Orford) and hi* pistoj accicientaWy went 
oflF during the attacjc. ^or some time did hp Con«; 
ftnue this irregular ii>ode of lifei during which hV 

faid two guineas a week for his. lodgingSy {inc( 
ve^ in a $ty|e of ?legwce, whicb.b? acwuntpd fop 

: \ ." * • ■ ^t 
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hf ■•■i t tf ag: A«»hrhrf^a> citi^e in Ittlaad fvlMl 

jinrihtcniaeitti'lioiidffid pounds a y«arf Whik hui 

dbSSAwKwmac umkr tl» c»re of his ifwtfaeer^inhlMvW 

whont'lK stMom vkkak Oo a jpartkiibr occasM 

Im* nanofriy cseap^ tkh handa •of justice, wbisk t«r«» 

wHM hkA saiinMelv th^'t hb' went to Hoilaad on m 

iriaittohblirDtbir, .ivbo- rtccmxi him v«ithevfr|( 

ibark of fratffoal affectiskii m^ tkav^ tinmsptCi* 

fiBg the nuMle in ythkh He itse^yibot hairing Him 

■McbreasoMtv fear' thai M tmg of a dissipated 

mtm of mind, oaf < hiai the- best advsoe for the re^r 

P«latibnof'bkHitnrecenflaietL Hjama^ renMincdl 

. in Hofiand tiJlhe picsiiaied'his transactiptts in thitf 

coimtiy W9tttifi some meaMirc fbifottciH he rttni^n«4 

€!dto Englaodt nnearcd hts depredatiaoa on th0 

^ ynhhcj Mfd lived in n^tyle of the ntoseat eicgancei« 

He fre^enited ail^the fiuhlic places^ was well knowia 

ar the gaming-houses^ and was not nn^rcqoent^ ift 

hia visits to ladks qf eai»y virtue. , The s|icctou4# 

■CSS of his beh»rk>nr» the gracsefolness of bis per* 

son^ and the cleganee of his ap pearance* oombinedi 

to make him a wekeroe visitor even at the hoosea 

of .vfomen of chasaoter; and. hie hadso £ir iOgiati* 

a««d himielf ima the aliections of' a.yoaag. iady^ 

thai her ruin irootd pw h n bly have been- the conaew 

. i|iienoe of their comMetion» but that: a gentlemaft 

casuaHy bearing of this. aifatr» and- fcaowing thait 

Maetane's faigl^ diaracter wa^ that of a sharper^ 

interposed hi« timely adviee^ and saved bar fvom de* 

atruction. Hereupon, his visits., were forbidden y ar 

circumstance that chagrined lum so much» that bar 

sent a challenge to the gendeman^ which was tccat« 

ed with a just ihsgree ol contempt that aggravatdL 

hia vexation* Eneouiaged by; his repealed succcs* 

Ha Oft the road, Mnclaae was thcown off hit guard i 

L 3 he 
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Im beeane every day mom finet'to' OMteiit wMMtj^ 
and icn «|>prclwnflivc of detection : for he iamgmt4{ 
that PluDkett*s f urmng evidence could atone effoct* 
iMm I and he bad no doubt of tlK fideiity of liis ao« 
complice. On the s6th of June» srsot these «on«( 
fedefmtet riding out together, met the .Ettd of 6^ 
littgton in a •pOft««haiie beyond HoonskiWy whm 
Maclane advancing fo < the poit-tef « commanded, 
him to stop, bat i&ced himteif.in a direct Une ho^ 
iore the drieert lest hie lonfohip.thould ahoot hini. 
%rith « blonderbuse, with which he^wavs travelled f 
Ibr he was sensible that the Feer ftonki not fire: so 
as to endanger the life of the post-boy « In the in*« 
terim Plnnkctt forced a pistol through the glass at 
the back of the chaise, and threatened instant de». 
•truction unfess bis Loidship threw away the blnot 
4crbosB. His t^rdship^s dangerous situatioQ ren« 
dered compliance necessary, jmd he was robbed of 
his money and a surtout coat } and after the car* 
riage drove forward, Maclane took op the coat and 
blunderbuss. The t^me day they stopped the Sa« 
lisbury stage, and took' two portmanteaus, whicb« 
with the booty they had already obteined, wero 
oonveyed to Madane^s lodgings in Fall-KUlU where 
the plunder was shared, wm^diate notice of thia 
jobbery was given in the newspapers, and the arti* 
cies stolen were described i yet Maclane was so 
mtich off his guard, that he stripped the lace from 
a waistcoat, the property of one of the gentlemen • 
who had been robbed, and happened to. carry it 
ibr sale ^ tbe laceman of w|iom it had been pur* 
chased. He also went to a udesroan in MonmoutH* 
street, n^med Loader, who i^ttended him to hU 
Mgings, but had no sooner seen what clothes ho 
b^4 U) seU,-4b» h$ li^fw tbem lo be tbose whiib 
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1k«l*fcecii*aiIvtMbtd;'an4 priBtcnding tbat he ha4, 
Bot money coougb to. puncnave tlienn, said he vvould 
go home for more t smtcafi of which he procured « 
<K>mtable9 apprehended Maclane, and took him 
before. a magistrate. .Many perspni of rank, ot 
1x>th seMft» attended his examination | several of 
whom wfre io: affected with his situation^ that they 
coatribated liberally towards his present support, 
Being commjttedto the Ga^bousr, he requested a . 
•eco^ examination before the magistrate, when lie 
confessed all that was aliedged against him ; and 
Ilia confession was taken, in writing. On this he 
was'reeommitted to prison, ^nd during bis con^ne^ 
aaent a gentleman wrote to his brother at the 
llagne a narrative of his r unhappy case, to. whiph 
Ibe following answer was sent ;' 

«« Utrecbti Awgus^ i6, N. 8. 1750, 
"Sir, 
'< I jeeeivad ynur melancholy letter; but the 
4ismal n^ws'it eontained had reached' me before it 
nrrivedf m I have been happily absent from the 
{laigne iKune time. I never thought that any.be*> 
longing to me would have loaded me with such 
heart-breaking affliction, as the infamous crimes of 
him, whom I will call brother no more, have 
)m ought upon me, Hownften« and how solemnly, 
have I admonished him of the miseiable consef 
nuences of an idle life, and, alas I to no purpose ! 
However tjiat bf , I have made ail the interest po»> 
(iblc for his lifes (lUed with «hsme and confusion, 
(hat lijiave t^een qb(iged to ma)^e demands so con^.^; 
frary to^ justice, and hardly knowing with what ' 
fiipf tpdoit| in the character I b«ar s^ a minister 



^tratli abdf ri^coiHwss. It U- ^Hic' iftttial «F 
mmt frienclft I nave oimie here, that can only tavi^ 
liis life I tbcy hare Imc ih» time Id applTtng, aiid J- 
hope thek ciideavoars will be cueceiaful; but h 
still hope mo4, that if I*ro¥ideiiee should orde# 
errntsy as that he citapes the utmost rigour of th« 
kw, and h^s that life pfioloii||ed whieh to dcflttrvoi 
not to enjoy anv longer, I hc^, or rather mhhf thAt 
in snch a case he may have a proper seine and MH 
hug of h» enormous crimes, which lay an ample 
foundation for drawing out the wretched rcm ai ndet 
of h» days in eorrow and repentance. With rctpcot 
to me, it would give me consolation, if I oanMtiopv 
that this woukf be the islue of his trial { it wbM 
comfort me on bis account as be is a man, beeanso 
I will never acknowledge him in any lieaWr lekK* 
tion, and because, except such good offices as for- 
mer ties and present buoianity ckipand ftonime ini 
his behalf, I am determined never to have any far- 
ther correspondence with him during ifiis mortal 
life. I bave given orders to took'toinuib his sdb* 
•istencie, and what is necessary for it. I am^obKgedl 
to you. Sir, for your attention in communicating 
to me this dismal news, and shall willingly embnoe 
any opportunity of shewing myself, Str, your most 
obedient, &c. 

** P. S. If yon see this my unhanpy brother, 
let him know rny compassion for his miaeiy, as well 
as my indignatibn against his crimes ; and also that 
' I shall omit notfaifh? m my power to have his soifef- 
ings mitigated. He has, 1 fear^ broke my hearty 
and will make me drag out th« rest ^ my days ia 
tonrow/' 

At 
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At thr next miiom at the Old BaiUy, Maclan^ 
was indicted, and pleading *' Not guilty }** read t 
paper that had been drawb up for him, tending ta 
cxtemiiltehis crimes : but fkh confestijon being pro- 
duced against him, and much ^orrohbrative proof 
iirising, the jury found hinn guilty without quittinjg 
the court. The chief evidence were the thinga 
found in his lodgings among whlch'wcrc the coat 
and. biuiiaeriuiss he liad taken from Lord Eglingi 
ton : bts Lordship, hQWi;ver,did not appear against 
(im. When brought up to receive sentence of 
4eath, and a&ked, as is customary^ what ^.le had ra 
aay for himsdf| he made an essay to address th< 
court ; but his powers failing, he onl^ exclaimed,^ 
•* My lord, I cannot speak !'' Havmg been edu-t' 
<ated as a dissenter, he was attended, at his own re- 
quest, by Dr.' Allen, a reverend divine of the Pres* 
^jrterian persuasion. When the doctor first visited 
liim, he found him in a state of dreadful de]ectioti 
of mind; but by no noeaps an. infidel with respect tp 
^pligious matters. He confessed that his compa- 
ilions had teprobated the doctrines of Christianity | 
But, for bis part, he bad always believed them, 
however contrary to them he had acted : and h^ 
attributed t)iis faith to the religious education hf 
had received. Tbe doctor retorking that the pa. 
per be had read at his trial was ijo^ proof of. his pe» 
nitenceV he said an attorney had advised him tq 
^ake (hat defence, and he thought himself justified 
in such an attempt to preserve his life. lie con- 
fessed that he ent(;rtained but small hope of a ref 
brieve } and being told that the number of robbe- 
ries then lately committed by persons of ge^^te^l ap- 
pearance' seemed to preclude any hope, he submitted 
with gr^^at resignation^ wished that his fat^ ndigh 
lIFprj |i yf^^^\n^ tp the youn^ and thou'gbtJesst 
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and carneistly exdaimcdy" ** Glad shotdd I b^, as 
mj li^e bath been viley my death might be usefbt V^^ 
tic behaved still more composed than before^ after' 
the arrival of the warrant tor his execution. Sonic 
gentlemen having brought a letter from Maclane^s 
brother in Holland, Dr. Allen delivered it to hUit; 
in their presence, on the day before his executionc 
On the receipt of it« he exclaimed, *fO my dear 
brother I I have brpke his heart P After hesitat- 
mg some time, he said, '* I Have been long ac*» 



cried, ^* Unhappyj indeed !** and then read the let- 
ter with as much composure as his conflictinc; pas^ 
sions would permit. Having spent the last night ioT 
4evotion, he prepared to meet his fate with decent^ 
resignation. The next mornthg, he received th4 
aacrament, and, when going to the place of execu* 
£on, it was observed that his behaviour was un- 
commonly penitent. After the cap was drawn over^ 
his eyes, he said, '^ O God 1 forgive my enemiesi, 
bless my friends, and receive my soid !** He suf* 
ifered at Tyburn, October 3, 1750. 
' MACNAMARA, J. See Dbspard, E. M. 

MALCOLM, SARAH, (MtraoBaBR,) was 
the daughter of a gentleman who possessed an es* 
tate of about lool. a year in the county of Durham,;^ 
where she was born,in the year 17x1 .Her father beingf 
a man much addicted to pleasure and extravagance^ 
the estate became soon mortgaged, except his wife's 
jointure. He then, in company with nis wife antf 
daughter, set out for Dublin, the place of his wife'^s 
nativity, where he purchased a place in one of tHe^ 
ppblie offices belonging to that city, the profits of 
which enabled him to Uvt m credit^ and tio gii^e lli^ 

daughter 
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' 4a^ghter4m edacation flnperior to that •f the comr 
IQQD class of people. Sarah, being haturallv of ^ 
jpriehtly diapontion^ wholly •€nga|;ed the affectioiij: 
pf Eer parents, with whom she lived on terms oJF. 
zrciprocal esteem. Some years after, her father 
juyiQg some^usitie^ of consequence to settle, they 
fame to London ; where hia wife dying in a shor^ 
Xmts he married another j who ;iot bei^g agreea* 
Jile to thr daug)iter*s disposltioa, occasioned a s^ 
pars^tion betwoen them, ^rah, who was now of 
^gCf was obligttl to>iave recoiur^e to servkude £of 
^ subsistence, la this station, she lived in maiw 
jeputablie families with great credit, beine muc^ 
commended for her diligence ^d sobriety* ^t laa^ 
gjiCbxtunateJy for her, she because a servjipt at th^ 
^laok Horse» a public house near Tem|4f bar^ 
jwhere she cont^cfcted an acquaintance ^itb^ oi|ie Mar 
jy Tiracy, a«rQmin of (ight .charactej^, ^d.twp 
jrounff men> who were brothers, named Thoma^ 
and James Alexander, l^rom this house .^he wa^ 
rccoaf^moaded as a l^uodress^ tp t^ke gare of gentle- 
men *s cbambei;s in the Temple j and an^ongst her 
employers was a Mr. Kenrily a young geatlemai| 
fwa^ Ireland. She officiated also as a cfiari-woinaj^ 
49 Mrs. Lydia Duncocob, a lady of ^bout eighty 
veaiEs of age, who livnl in >the Temple^ ^here slip 
Kept two servantjij JBU^ahetb ^rrispiv, aged 8i|xty^ 
j^od Ann Price, about seventeen, lliis Jady beim; 
reputed very rich^ a scheme V^s formed by Sarah t9 
fob her chamber, in prder* as suppose^/ to obtaip 
a sum of money, and thereby pnocure one of thf 
Alexand/ers fof a husband. On oatwday the third 
of February, 17^3, Sarah called at Mrs^ Puiif 
combos chambers, wl^re she staid ^ill aboui^ ei^h^ 
o'clock in the ^venihg, under a^ pretence of yisitiof 
Mrs* Uaxrisoni who was j^«t zecoyexie^ froip a it 1$' 
^ • sickness I 



ifckfies ; Mn. Lore» a ladf who had etogaged M 
dine with Mrs. Doocomb the next dmf, bemg pre' 
sent at the time. It wa^ generally imagined the 
- true meaning of her visit was, cither to secret th^ 
kty of the door, or to spoil ihe lock, so as to gain 
an easier admittance for the execotion of her de* 
sign. On Sanday, the following day, about nin6- 
in the morning, a Mr. Gahagan, who had cfaam* 
ben on the same floor, breaknuted with Mr. Ker- 
ril, after which they went to the Commons toge* 
ther s during which time. Mis. Love, coming to 
Mrs Duncomb's chambers, could not gain admit*- 
tance. After waiting a considerable time, ^e 
went down stairs, when, meeting with Mrs. 01?* 
^hant, she eoquitcd whether she had seen any of 
Mrs. Duncomb^s family ; who replying she had not^ 
It made her conclude toat the old maid, Elizabeth 
Harrison,' was dead, and thlit Ann Price was gone 
to acquaint her sii^ter with the news. Mrs. OUphant 
then went to Mrs. Rhymer, executrix to Mrs. 
Duncbmb, who returned with, her tu the cham- 
bers, but could make rio one heir ; when seeing 
Sarah Malcolm at the bishop of Bangor^s door, they 
called to her, and begged she woura fetch a smith 
to force open the door, to which she immediately 
consented,; but returned without one : when Mrs* 
Love expresdng h^r fears that they were all dead» 
Mrs. Oliphant proposed getting out of her master^s 
Window into the gutter, where, by breaking a pane 
of glass, she could easily open Mrs. Dunoomb*8 
casement j which was accordingly effected. Mrs; 
Love, Mrs. Rhymer, and herself, then went in» 
and the first object that presenred itself in the pas* 
sage was, tlje body of Ann Price, lying on her 
bted, wallowing in blood, with her throat cut from 
cftr to ear. In the next toomt lay SUsabeth Har-^ 

risboi 
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VH«f»» sfranj^led; and in an !<4Jo?n!n? room, the 
ixior old lady )ay, also, strangled on W bed $ th6 
%ox where she ktpt her money being broke opeft 
and stripped of its contents, excepting a few papers 
lenly. The neighbourhood became soon alarmed* 
JMr. Gahagan and Mr. Kerril happening to pasa 
%j at the time, and Keeing a crowd of p^opl6 about 
|De chambers, eoqtiirbd what was the mattei ; and 
%ere accordingly informed of the sanguinary decrf. 
its rhey walked on, Mr. Gahagan said to Mr. 
Kerril, <* Mrs. PunComb was your Sarah's ac- 
4]uaintance r* which the latter 'passed unnoticed. 
' On their arrival at a coffee- house in Covent-garden^ 
these miirders engrossed the conversation of the 
whole company, who seemed io be unanimous in 
the opinion that they must haire been committed by 
some* laundress, who was weM acquainted wirh tho 
chambers. From the coffee house, these gentUmeti 
adjourned to the Horseshoe ind Magpye in Essiex^ 
street, where they continued till about one in the 
morning ^Monday), when they both returned tp 
Mr. Kerril's chambers. On their entrance, they 
found Sarah Malcolm, with the door open, lighting 
a fire. «♦ So Sarafh (*ay$ Mr. Kerril) are you here 
at this time of the morning ? you knew Mrs. Dun- 
comb, have you heard of any body that is taken 
up for the murder ?'* •« No (said she) j but a gen- 
tleman who had chambers under her bns been ab- 
Kent two or three days, and he is suspected.** Mr^ 
Kerril then said, "Nobody who was acquainted 
with Mrs. Duncomb shall be in my chambers, till 
the mtirderer Is discovered $ and therefore look up 
j^our things, and be gone.** In the interini, two 
watchmen viere called, who found her turning over 
tome linen in a b6x. On being asked wholt be« 
lon^fcd to, she lej^M it was her own. Mr. Kerril 
M then 
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thtn mising Prro wsiistcoat^ wiuired jQthat '^ hid 
done with them. She then called hial aaid^y 4114 ' 
lold him »he had pawned them for twQ|;jyiii)^]|^^ 
Afr. Williams^s 10 Drury-JUnei piiayiiug; hif 6m> 
j(ivenf9» and assuring Jbim that be jifiight deprp4 
upon her redectnin|; thexn. Mr, ^rrH ii^ 
foriBed her that he wisxiQt.sp pmch dijsplrascd wjit)^ 
lier op accoqnt of the yraistooatst b.vit $uspept«d its 
Ip be concerned ao the mutdcrs* He jtken ^bsbv^ 
a bundle lying on the jloor, ^bich sh^ uifc^rni^d 
him was her gown« with soroi? linen ti«i up in it^ 
vhicfa she. hoped decency would forbid hjm opcnuig» 
and which he accordingly declined^ On a s^tricter 
Karch, he jnis^ed ^veral /things belonging to hjim^ 
flclf» and finding others^ not his property* ht im* 
mediately order^ the watchnien to secure ner» givr 
iog them a strict charge not to let her escape* 
When she was gone* he requested Mr^Gahagaoto 
assist him in a thorough search * and* looking into 
the close-stooli they discovered more, lipen* and a 
^iiver pint tanMrd* tbehani^e oJF which was bloody* 
On calling up the w^itchmeh again, ^h^y infom^d 
l^e gentlemen ihat they had &et b^r at liberty^ oi| 
ber promising to surrender at tpn o'clpck.the lu^xt 
morning. Tliey were ordered jmmedj^tely, to ^nd 
her again at all events $ and* caiU^g tp their bro^ 
tber watchman at the gate* they- luckjUy found shie 
had not left the Temple | and in a fyw minute^ shf 
was brought back to the chambers. Upon being 
shewn the bloody tankard ai)d linen* and asked whf 
they belonpd to, bhe asserted that they had bfe9 
left her by her mother $ that the blopd. ^ss in^^^a* 
sequence of having cut Ker jSiagJi^ry and making 
«omf other frivolous excuae;a^ she w^ again ord^ed 
into custody of the ' watcAmen till mprnmg. Oa 
f earching her in the watch-hpasei a g^^ ^^f J\o^^t 
* 6 ^ * cohtaii^ing 



eontMtaxigtwntf'ftint counters, was found in heg 
Bctsom. The next morning, after a full examina-* 
^on, she was committed to Newgate. On her en- 
uring Newgate, she saw a room belonging to the 
debton, and enquired v^hetlier she* could not havo 
that room. She was answered by Koger Johnson^ 
tire turnkey, that it would cost a guinea. She re- 
plied, that she could send for i. friend that woulil( 
tatse two or three guineas if necessary. She thex) 
went into the tap-room, and talked veiy freely with 
the felons. Johnson then took her mto a roon^ 
where there was nb other prisoner; and, on search* 
Ing her, he found a bag concealed under her £air» 
containing twtnty moidores, eighteen guineas^ fiv^ 
broad pieces, one of which was of twenty- five shll* 
Ibgs vdue; the others twenty-three shiJIings each» , 
a half broad piece, five crowns, and two or thre^' 
shilling^. On being asked by Johnston where she 
bad the money^ she replied, it was some of Mrb 
Buncombes; ^ but, Mr. Johnson ^says sljye},| t% 
make you a nreseht of it, if you will but keep it ta 
yourtelf, and let nobody know any thing of the 
matter ; for the other things against me are nothing 
but circumstances, and I shall come oS weQ 
enough ; and therefore I only desire jou to let me 
have threepence or sixpence a day till the sessions 
are orer,^ and then I shall be at liberty to shift for 
myself.*** He accordingly took the monpy« whlck 
' be sealed up hi the bag, and which warred ucedf 
in court on ner trial. She also infurmed Jobaspi% 
(hat she had engaged three men, for a trifling sum 
of money, to sweSir, that the tankard belonged tor 
her grandmother, adding, that was all she wanted^ 
for as to the rest she could do well enough. She 
said the names of two of the men were Denny and 
Smith, tbe other she had forgot } but tbat'sHe teared 
M a the J 
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they wece not to be depended on. SI10, then ^0 
Ading in Johnson} put a piece of mattrass in bcK 
hair, to make it appear in bulk as before, and by. 
fbat means prevent a discovery. Siie afterwards 
told Johnson, that she was the contriver of the rob-, 
bery> but two men and a woman were concerned 
v^lth her $ that she watched on the stairs while they 
committed the fact, but that she was no ways coti? 
cerned in the murder. She Ijifewlse (Jeciarrd* that 
one William Gibbs h^d been with her, by whom 
^e had tent ten guineas to the two Alexanders^ 
ilvho she said were the men that were concerned witk 
her I and she continued to charge them with the 
^ilt even after her condemnation. Soon after her 
commitment to Newgate, she declared herself « 
dead woman $ and it being the general opinion tha| 
ihe would destroy hervelf, she was ordered to be put 
Into one of the cells, and a proper person was . ^^. 
pointed as a guard ov,er her. Being seized. with vio- 
lent fitS},a surgeon vva.'^sent for, a^ it. was imagined 
tfhe^ had tak<;n poison^ but he gave it ashisopl- 
^n, that thej^ arose from the consciousness of hec 
^uilt, and the terror of her approaching fate had 
caused the preternatural hurry of her spirits. When 
duestiohs were aslCed her> she prevaricated so mudi 
Ttt her answers, and appeared withal so extremely 
hardened, that little regard was paid to what she 
sftid. She would. by no means suffer any ef her ac* 
flTiaintan^e to see her ; but the two Alevanders and 
Mrs. Tr^cy being taken, she desired ^o be con* 
fronted with them, saying, she should die wkh 
^fcasure now they were taken. They were accord- 
ingly ordered to b^ conducted iiito her presence ;' 
when she charged them in the boldest manner witk > 
the murder, crying out, ** Aye, these are tlic pec- 
$9xrs; that Committed (he murder.*' Then turning 

f 



true s' 9n fHtte yoa bttwe< brdugkt ne to : it it 
througlr you «Mi the two Ainiiiidcn thtt» I «ni< 
bYooght to tliuihftiiiry 9«d deatli oittst foUofr ) you 
aU dcdsrcd 5o»iMooki«lo no nraider) but, to mf 
gvemt nuvrke« I fMind the eon^ary/* When aho 
viiks rtqotticd our dtfr by aoait gentiemMi in tbo 
pren-yaid to tuafceafQU discovery of thiftborfid 




and was Msoked not to make any farfbct coiiiw* 
4oa. Sbc aaawtred << that as she wa» not conoemed 
jn the imifder, 4he hoped God would ac«cpt Her 
life as a» acoiieiAeiitfor her manifoid sins*** when 
bfoveht to her trlal> the strong^est circumstaotial 
proof appearedf against her, fnmi the evtdemrt of. 
Mr. Ktvf^i Mr. Gahagan, Mrft. I.ovci Mr»« 
01iphanr» the two watchmen, and many other wit* 
itesses. Being caHed on for brr defenc«> she freely 
acJ^nowledged htt crimes were desetf^ng of death, 
but declaftd that the was entirely innocent of the 
murder J that the robbery was contrived by Maty 
Tracy and henelf : that they met at Mr. Kerrirs 
chambeffc on the Sunday before the robbery was 
cOflunittod, be being from home when the robbing' 
Mrs. 2>ttmx)nib«ffaspvopoBed< That she told Tnu^ 
she cptfldnac do it by herself. *< No (says Tracy) 
thereare the two Alexanders who wiU help ns.'^ That 
file next day she had seventeen pounds sent- her 
from the veiintry> which she deposited in Mr. 
Kerril's drawers. That they all met the I^riday^ 
following in Cheapaide, when it was agreed to put 
their scheme ii» exeeuHon on the following night; 
That the next evening, between seven and ei^t; 
the wcm t» tea EliaabetN HarriiQii, who waa^iU % 
3 M with 
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ymA wbom slie staid a short ikiit, and fhen went 
to meet Maiy Triicy and the tiro Aleacanderi, who • 
proposed going about the robbery immediately^ t« • 
wbick the objected, as being too soon. Maiy. 
Tracy persiiting, sbe told her sIm would go andsee^ 
afid accord ing^ went up stairs* and tbay followed 
hers tlukt^she met the maid ootbestaifSt Witb« 
blue mugi going for mill^ to make a saek-posset^ 
who enquired who those people were that followed* 
She told her they were going to Mr, Kntght*«, 
\Vhen gonei she said to Tracy* " Now do yov 
and. Tom Alexander go down s I know the door is 
left a-jar, because the old m*) id is ill, andcau*tgeC. 
Up to let the young maid in when she comes back.^ 
That James Alexander then went in, and hid him- 
self under the bed $ that she, going down again*- 
met the maid coming up, who enquired jf she bad 
^poke to Mr^. Betty : she answered no, and gOt> 
ing down spoke with Tracy and Alexander $. 
fhen went to her master^s chambers, where staying 
about a quarter of an hour, she weiit back, and 
found Tom Alexander and Tracy sitting on 'Mrs. 
Duncomb's stairs. At twelve o*clock, they heaid 
Mr. Knight come in and shut bis door. It bein|^ 
a very stormy night, there was nobody stirring exr 
cept the watchmen, when they cried the hour« 
About two, another gentleman came to light hii 
candle with the watchman, upon which ^e rct 
moved farther up stairs. Soon after, sbe heard 
Mrs. Duncomb*s door open i and James Alexander 
came out, and said, •* now is the time**^ Tracy 
and Tom Alexander then went in, «he waiting up- 
on the stairs to watdi. Between four and live they 
they returned, one of then) called to her softly, 
V Hip ! how shall I d^ut the door ?** She rej^ied, 
1! Ttf a ^ipnnfl;.i<^k i puU it to^ and It will bi^ 

fastr 
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fasti** ffbich they accordingly did. That they: 
thtn proposed sharing the money upon the stairs' { 
to which she objected: they then went under the 
arch by Fig-tree- court, and she enauired how mucK 
they had got} when they informed her, thatin th« 
maid's purse they found fifty guineas and soine siU 
ver, in the drawers about one hundred pounds, 
exclusive of the tankard, money in the box, and 
other valuable things, amounting in the whole tQ 
about three hundred pounds. That thev then in- 
formed her that they had gagged the okl lady and 
&cr maids. That she received the tankard, a sum 
of money, and some lintn, for her share $ they re- 
aecving a silver spoon, ringi and the remainder of 
the money, to themselves. That they next advised 
Kef to be very cautious to conceal the money under 
ground, and net to appear to possess any ; and 
that they then appointed a meeting at Greenwich^ 
which was afterwards forgot. Her defence being 
ended, the jury withdrew for about a quarter of an 
hour, when they returned with a verdict of guilty. 
While under sentence of death, she seemed to feci 
all the honors of guilt, and would frequently fall 
Intoviolent fits which appeared to be attended with 
agonica expressive of the utmo^t perturbation of 
«lind. In one of these fits, the keeper enquiring 
what was the matter, she replied, that slie was a^ 
fected by being iofoimed that she wastobeexe- 
cutcd amongst all her acquaintance in Flect-street» 
the thoughts of which were insupportable* In an- 
w^r to this, the keeper told her, '* that could not 
be the truth, as he made her acquainted with the 
place where she was to die, on the dcad-warrant*s 
comine down ; therefore it was not probable tbat it 
could have such an effect on her at this time.^* He 
theiii by th« roost forcibly arguments^ recommend- 
ed' 
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€d herto make a full confession of her guHt, as tbe 
onJy means of quieting her conscience ; but to thl^ 
advice she made no reply. About ten oVIock the 
same evenings she Called to a felloMr-prisoner in the 
opposite celly who was to die the next da^; exhort- 
ing him to take comfort* and offering for him htf 
prayers, which he begged herto do, and which she 
accordingly did; for a considerable time. The 
bell-man coming at the usual time, he^exhorted her , 
to attend to what he naid, which she accordingly 

•did ; and then throwing him a shilling, bid him 
call for a pint of wine. Notwithstanding this un- 
happy woman atttnded prayers very constantly du- 
ring the .time of her being in Newgate,- there is 
great reason to imagine, from many circumstances, 
that she was t5rought up in the Roman Catholic 
religion j as she received a letter from a priest of 
that persuasion a few days before she suffered ; 
however, her actions proved that she paid little or 
DO regard to any relipion. Her behaviour was far 
from sincere, and she generally contradicted herself 
in whatever questions^were asked her ; so that, in- 
stead of preparing for that awful state on which she 
was then entering, she daily added to her other 
crimes the sin of hypocrisy. Qn the morning of 
execution, she appeared more composed than .vhe 

, had been for some time past, and seemed to join in 
prayers with the ordinary and another clergyn^an 
who attended with much sincerity. When in tlie 
cart, she wrung her hands, and wept most bitterly. 
Tlie accumulated guilt of the very enormous crimes 
she had committed seemed now to press heavily oti 
her, and she appeared almost ready tosuik under a 
load of affliction* At the place of execution, she 
behaved with the utmost devoutness and resignation 
t0 the divioe will's bvt when the ordinary in iiis 

prayers 
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pr3yer» recommended her soul to Cody the fsunted^ 
an4 with much dithcuhy recovered her senses. On. 
fbe cart*^s driving oif, she turned towards the Tem- 
ple, crying out, <*0h T my dear master ! my master ! 
1 wish I could sec him !** She suffered near Fetter- 
lane^ in Fleet -street, Marco-7, 1773. Tiie Alex- 
i^er» and Mary Tracy, whom she had accused a$ 
|>erpetrators of the murder, were acquitted, there 
l>t:iu|; no evidence of any guilt against them. 

^fARJORAM, - — . See Dickenson, E. ' 
. MARSHALL, HENRY. See WALtHAiifi; 
Slacks the. 
MARTIN. JOHN, See Gardene*, 9. ' 
MASON, ELIZABETH, (murderer,) 'was 
%orn at Melton-Mowbray, in Leicestershire, and, 
wfapiie Very young, was conveyed by her fnends.to 
Sutton, near Peterborough, in Northamptonshire i 
from whence, at tiie age of seven years, she v^as 
brought to London by Mrs. Scoles, who told htr 
ahe was her godnwtber ; and with this lady and her 
sister, Mrs. CholWell, »belived, and was tmploye(i 
m houshold work ; but 'having conceived an Idea 
tEat she should possess the fortune of her mistresses, 
OB thek death, she came to the horrid resolution of 
fcmoving them by poison. On Thursday in Easter- 
^ttk, 171a, being sent of an errand, she went to a 
' <lruggist*s shop, where she bought a quantity of 
jrellow arsenic, on the pretence that it was to kili 
tats. On the following morning, she m^ixed this 
poison with some coftee, of which Mrs« Scoles 
drank, and soon afterwards finding herself extreme- 
ly ill, said her end was approaching, and expired 
the next day in great agonies. Mrs. Cholweil re« 
ceiving no Injury from what little coffee ^hedrank| 
the girl determined to renew her attempt to poisoi^ 
her j in consequence of which, she ^ent again to 

tho 
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die same s1i()p about a fortnight afterwards, and' 
Bought a second quantity of arsenic, which she put 
into* some water-gruel prepared for Mrs. CholweIl*s 
breakfast) on ^e following morning. It happen* 
ing, providentially, that the gruel was too hot, the 
lady put it aside some time to cool, during which 
time> most of the arsenic sunk to the bottom. She 
fhen drank som6 of it, found herseif very HI, and 
•bsMTVihg the sediment at the bottom- of the bason, 
sent for her apothecary^ who gave her a large quan- 
tity of oil to drink, by the help of which the poisoa 
wasexpelledk Unfavourible-jiu^ucions now arising 
^gainst £lizabeth Mason^ she was taken into cus- 
tody, and, being carried before two justices of the 
^ace^ on the 30th of Aprilj she confessed the 
wnole of her guilt,- in consequence of wfiich she 
^as committed to ^fe«^'ate. On the ^th of Jun'e^' 
in . the same year, she was indicted for the murdec 
of Mrs. Scole&i and, pleading guilty, to the indict- 
9fient, received sentence of death ; in consequence 
of which she suffered at Tyburn, on the i?th of 
June* While she lay under sentence of death, the 
ordinary of Newgate asked her if she had any lover 
or other person who had tempted her to the com- 
mission of the crime : to which she answered in the 
negative, but owned that she had frequently de- 
frauded her mistresses of money, and then told lies 
to conceal the depredations of which' she had been 
guilty. At the time of her execution, she warned 
young people to beware of crimes similar to tho«e 
which had brought her to that fatal end, and con-i* 
fessed the justice of the sentence which made her n 
public example. 

MASSEY^ Captain JOHN, (pirate,) was 
the son of a gentleman of fortune in th'e country^ 
%vbo gave him a genteel education. Having pro- 
cured 
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fiired a comimsion in the anny« be tcrved mth 
great applause as lieutenant* under the conunaad 
of the duke of Marlh^ioughy. during the wars in 
Flanders, in the retgn of queen Anne. On his re-i 
turn to England, he conducted hinnself with gtfM 
^teency i but became acquainted with a woomii o£ 
bad character, to whoin be was so much attaches 
that he would, undoubtedly have married her, if hta 
father^ who got intelllgenct of the affairj had not 
bappily broke off, fkt connection. A frer this, h« 
went with his reginiefit to Ireland^ where be lived 
for some time in a dissolute aianner $ but at length 
got ;ippointed to the r^nk of lieutenant 9nd tngk^. 
jpeerto the Koyal Afjric^n Com^an), and pailed iir 
one of their ships to direct the building of a fort,> 
The ship being ill supplied with provisions, and: 
tho5e of the wonit kind, th^ suiferingK of the cren^ 
were inexpressibly gr^at* £v«ry officer on boar4 
died except Mass^ey, ;uad many of the soldien like- 
wise fell a sacii^ to the scandalous neglect. T^ose 
who lived to got on shpr^ drank so gr)e;edi|y.of tbr 
fjesh water, that • th^y were thrown into fittxes| • 
which destroyed then) in such a rapk^l manner^ that 
cniy captain Mas$ey and a very tew of . his people 
were left aiivc. T1k.s«, hfiing totally unable t» 
build a fort, and seeing i>o pj^osf^t if r^eliei, be-gtn 
^0 abandon themselves to des^vurj bi>^ft t^js i^me 
a vessel happening to come mear.ibe^ore* the|r 
made signals of du<stress, ^ontwhicli aijboSlt w^seafti 
off , to their rel cf. Tl?ey were no spoiier «?? 4M>*rd>: 
tlian they found the vessel was a piis^f aod« dis«' 
trussed as they had beep'* too hastily engaged.' in: 
their lawless plan, r^itber than run the ha^iurd oi 
perishing on i»hore. -Sairuig frpm hence^ thoy tetok* 
several prizes ; and though tlie portions roadeprifio^* 
^ers were uo^ used wjth cruelty, Mitt Msmey ha4 

on 
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#o true n wnse oftbeillegafity ofttie proceedrngsM 
which he was concerned, that his mind was perpe^ 
tualljT tormented with the idea of the fatal conse* 
quences that might ensue. At length, the ship 
Reached Jaimaica, when Mr. Massey seized the firic 
opportnnttf af dtserting; and, repairing to the' 
^orerhor, he gave such information, that the trew 
c( the pirate vessel were taken into custody, con« 
dieted, and hanged. Mastey might have been pro. 
tided for by the goreftior, who treated him witit 
«tngti]ar respect,- on account of his ' serrices to the 
public, but he declined his generous offers, throujgit 
an anxiety to visit his native country. On bis szil-^ 
if>g for £ngiaiid, the governor gave him recom* 
Irfendatory fetters to the lords of the admiralty j bat^* 
aistonishingasit may seem, instead of being caresrt. 
ed, he was taken into custody, and committed tiH jl 
sessions of admiralty wa^i held for his trial, wheii' 
he pleaded j^uihy, and recetved sentence of death* 
As his case was remarkable, the public entertained 
m> doubt but that he would have been pardoned; 
however, a warrant was sent for his execution, and 
be made the most solemn preparatioi^ for his ap-' 
proachinjg fate. Two clergyman attended him at' 
the place of execution, where he freely acknow-' 
iedged his sins in general, was remarkably fervent 
in his devotions, and seemed perfectly resigned to; 
his fatal destiny. He suffered at ^Execution-dock^ 
on the £$tfa of July, 1713. Though the captain 
pfeadcd guilty at hi$ trial, for guilty, in some mea.' 
sure he was» yet his joining the pirates was evident-] 
ly an act «f necessity, not of choice; add to which/ 
hit «ub6equent conduct at Jamaica proved that he* 
took the earliest opportunity to abandon his lar« 
companions and bring them to justice ; a conduct 
^y which he merited the thanks of his countiy, and 
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not tke vengeance of the lawsj we therfftn'e .frost,' 
for the honour of old £ngland» a similar cx«;Cucion 
may n^vcr take place I 

M'CLOUD, PETER, (hou^ebrbakbr,) wa» 
the son of a poor man at Shields, near Nem:astle», 
i^ho brought him to London, while he was quite a, 
child ; but his father dying in a short time, the boy 
was left to the care of nis mother, a woman of very: 
doubtful character. Having become acquainted^ 
with a tad named Younger, he was concerned witU 
him in a variety of irregular practices. At lengths- 
he engaged himself on board one of the. coUier$ 
trading to Newcastle j and, while he wa^ abseutt; 
Younger accused his mother of having b(.en the 
receiver of stolen goods, in consequence of which 
she was apprehended, and brought t« tri- 
al, but was discharged in defect of evidence* 
Kl*CIoud teturninfi^ from his voyage, and learning 
in what manner hit mother had been treated by 
Younger, he made the most solemn vow of taking 
vengeance on him, whatever might be the con>e- 
quence of such a jpioceeding. That he might effect 
the ruin of his old companion in iniquity, he sur- 
rendered himself to a magistrate, and gfive infor- 
mation that himself and Younger had been con« 
cerned in a robbery j on which tne latter yvAt taken 
into custody, and committed to Newgate, M'Cloud 
being admitted an evidence for the crown against 
his presumed accomplice ^ but, at the ensuiiig ses- 
sions, M;Cloud was incapable of giving any thing 
like evidence against his companion, who was of 
coarse acquitted, and the scheme of revenge was 
consequently frustrated. It is no less astonishing 
than true, that, notwithstanding what had passed, 
these young fellows soon renewed their former con- 
nirxloni so that whatever degree of Jnalice n)ight. 
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htve kar^iired in the Hreast of Nt Cloud, ht seemed 
to haVc forgot k in the wish to recommence his. 
ilepredations on the public wi^h his former accom- 
plice. They now joined, with five or six other 
boySy in the practice' of picking pockets, in which 9 
Ibr some time, they met with too mach success. 
Their thefts were prmcipatty confined to the steal-' 
h)g of handkerchiefs, in the practice of which they 
werfrfre^emly detected, bu^dism^d after receiv- 
ing the discipline of the horse- pond. These young 
thietes were harboured at house of ill- fame in tlie 
netghbouthbod of Saltpetre-bank. MXloud had , 
been so often dragged through horse-ponds, and 
«Kposed to the derision . Of the public, that he 
seemed to haTe lost allsense of shame, and his pal- 
try gains by theft consoled him for the ignominy 
that atteti.fed it. He was three times tried at the 
Old Bailey for different offences, and acquitted for. 
want of suffident evidence. At fengrh, after a se- 
nes of practice in the picking of pockets, this gang 
of young ▼illaihs detehtiined to commence house- 
breakers, for which they were qualified, not so 
much by their strength as by their artifice. They' 
furnished themselves with a tariety of tools proper' 
for the wrenching doors and window-shuttets. Oc- 
casionally, they used to climb over cpofs, enter at 
the garret -wiudoiKfs of hotkses, iatnd descend to the 
Iwvtr foomsto commit thcii^ robberies $ and at other 
times, they would enter'throtr§h any small opening 
that had been casually left unguarded'. When one 
or two of the smallest of them had got Into a hou^^e, 
they used to go down stairs and open the door for* 
their associates. Sometimes, only a part of the 
gang went in, and the 'rest waited to prevent detec- 
tion from the arrival of any castial passenger. It is 
almost incredible -to thbik how many houses were 

robbed 
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robbed ofvtry vahn^lc eflfecto by these young con- 
federates j however, their depredations were chiefly 
icoafined to Rattii/i^bighway and its neighbour, 
hood, where a gre^t namber of persons were suiRrw 
^ers by their viUainits. At lengih, three of the 
gang, of whom M*Cloud was one, repaired to 
Poptar, where they broke open the house of Joseph 
Hankey, esq. in the dead or the night. The family 
iwere all aaikep, but tile barking of a dog awakinr 
one of the servants^ he alarnted the rest, andbtggea 
jtbem to oppose the intntdefs* Two of the thieveli 
made an iniflBediate escape j but NTCIond was ap* 
prehcndedy and lodged in tbe watcb^hnuse. On tna 
Mlowtng day be ««• candied befofe- a .magistrate^ 
■wbe eammttted him to Newgate, and at the next 
^MMont held at tbe Old Baifey he vras brought to 
effiai> capital^ eoliTietedf and sentenced t^r dip. 
J^or tonac tkne aftce ooftvictioni he appeared bar^ 
dened in n very bigb dseree, nor paid any att^ofloa 
to the oihortm^oiis of m ordinafy of Newgatfc^ 
tet when be ieatnt thafho was one of tbe convtcta 
ordered for Meeation, a total alteration wasvisibl^ 
in the wbede of bis conduct and behaviour. He 
apologised to the oidinary for tbe indifSfcrence w?th 
wbkb he had beivtofOM treated him. It' happened 
at this time that Younger was In Newgate under 
f rntence of transportation | and KTCloud, sending 
for him, begged his pardon for the injury that he 
lad fomtetly atteaspted. On tbe morning of bis , 
death, br received the Bacrimenr, in company with 
tbe other malofaotora who were to suffix with him. 
When he arrived M the fetal tree^ be requested a 
oerton to beg that bis mother would not unreasona- 
bly grieve at bis death { ai be bad hopes that he 
was jtpaiting to tbe tegions af etemaf glory. He 
m suffered 
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j^flFifred u Tybuni» oiithes7tb of May, ijytp 
*ged only sixteen ! 

. MEADS, . See DucB, W. and ANciiit, 

H, 

METYARD, SARAH, aud METYARI>, 
SARAH MORGAN, (MUHDBRKua,) motbci 
and daughter, who kept a bouse in Brunton-street, 
Hanover- ^tiare, the mother dealii^ in millinery 
goods, and the daughter acting a« her assistant. In 
the year i7S^» the .mother had &vk apprentice girls 
jbound to bee from different parish workhouses ^ 
among whom were Ann Naylor and her sister* The 
formpr being .of a sickly constitution, was not able 
to do so much work aik the other apprentices about 
the same, ages .and therefore she became the more 
immediate object of tbefury of their mistresses^ 
whose repeated acts of crfieky.at length occasioned 
the unhappy girl ^absco^. fieingbfought back* 
abe .was connned.in anupper apartment, and al- 
lowed each d^y' .no other sustenance thaka small 
|)iec<, of bread, and a little, water. Seiaing an oppo«- 
tui^ity ot escaping from her confinement, she got» 
junpcrceived into the street, and ran to amilk*cai>> 
jrter, whom she begged to protect 'her, saying, if 
fhe returned, Uie must certainly perish, through 
the want of food and |he severe^ treatment she dally 
received. ' Beingsoon missed* she wa» followed by 
the daughter, who, seiaing ^er.by the neck, forced 
,her into the house, and threw her upon the bed m 
the , room where, she had been confined } and the 
was then seiaed by the old wonaft, who held her 
down while .^he daughtKr.bieaA hcjr with the handle 
of a broom in a. most. cruel manner^ They after^ 
wards put her into a back-room on the second story» 
tying a cord .round her waist, and her haiids be^ 
Kind hpr, and fastening her to the door in such a 

maUner, 



fitftnneri tHat lewastmiHMsible fortier'tHherto s}^ 
or iW dowB. 6fae #as c«in|>elled to remain in this 
tftuatioti for three sticcamve dfty 1 1 but they per- 
mitted her to gatobed at the usual hours at night* 
Having received' no kind of nutriment for three 
days an^ tw» nights^ her^trength was so exhausted » 
lihat^ being unable to walk up stairs, she crept to 
the garret) where d)e lay on her hands and feet. 
While she remained tied up on the Second floor, the 
other apprentices were ordered to work in an ad- 
jbmhig apartment, that they might be deterred from 
disob^ience by being witnesses to the unhappy 
girl*s sufferings { but they wei^ enjoined, on the 
penalty of being subjected to equal severity, against 
^fibrding her any kind of relief.' On the fourth day, 
she faultered in speech^ and presently afterwards 
expired. The other girls, seeing the whole weight 
of her body supported 4)y the'strings which confined 
her to the door, were greatly alarmed, and called 
out, ^« Miss Sally! Miss Sally! Nanny docs not 
move/* The daughter now came upstairs, saying, 
** If she dflles not move, I will make her movej^^ 
and then beat the deceased on the head with the * 
hH\ of a shoe. Perceiving no signs of life, she 
called to her mother, who came up stairs, and, hav- 
ing ordered the strings that confined the deceased to 
be cut, laid the body across her lap, and directed 
one of the apprentices where to find a bottle with 
some hartshorn drops. When the child had brought 
the drops, she and the other girls were ordered to 
go down stairs ; and the motlier and daughter, be- 
ing convinced that the object of their barbarity was 
d«ad, conveyed the body into the garret. They 
related to the oriier apprentices, tkit Nanny had. 
bfcn in a fir^ but was perfectly recovered 5 adding, 
that she wa» bcked up in the gtrrec lest she should 
M 3 H^^ 
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igain rinattw;iy$ and, in onler to give an air o€ 
pTausibiJity to their talc, at nooo, the daughter 
carried a plate of meat ap stairs, saying at wa« for 
Nannv*s dinner. They locked the body of the de« 
ceaved , jn a box on the fourth day after the mur- 
der; and, having left the garret- door open, and 
{he ktreet-dvor on the jar, one of the apprentice* 
was told to call Nanny down to dinner, and to tell 
bcr, that if she would promise to behave well in fu- 
ture, hhe should be no longer confined. Upon the 
return of the child, she said Nanny was not above 
stairs; and, after a great parade in searching every 
part of the house, they reflected upon her as being 
of an untractable disposition, and pretended that 
she bad ran away. The sister to the deceased, wba 
was apprcutice to the sime inhuman mistress, men- 
tioned to a lodger in the housa that she was per- 
suaded her sister was dead ; observing, that it was 
not probable she ,had gone away, since her shoes* 
shift, and other parts of her apparel, still renMined 
in the garret. The suspicions of this girl coming 
to the luiowlecige of the inhuman wretches* they, 
vvith a view of preventing a discovery, cruelly mur- 
dered her, and secreted the body. The body of 
>Vnne remained in the box two months, during 
which time the garret door was kept locked, lest 
the ofTcnsive smell should lead to a discovery. The 
stench became so powerful, that tliey judged it 
prudent to remove the remains of the unhappy vic- 
tim ; and therefore, in the evening of the 5th of 
December, they cut the body in pieces, and tied 
the head and trunk up in one cloth, and the limbs 
in another, excepting one hand, a finger belonging 
to which had been amputated before death, and 
that they resolved to burn. When the apprentices 
wipre gone to bed* the old woman put tlit hand into ^ 
'a tha 
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the fift, laying) ** The fiit tdk ad talek*' She iV 
taaded entirely to ooDnime the reouimiof the uafor 
tunate girl by fire i but* fearing the tncU would 
jrive riie to suspicion» chanced that desigiit and tak* 
ing the bundles to the guUey-hole in Cnick*lane» 
endeavoured to throw the partaof the mhnglcd corpte' 
orer'the wall into the coiMnontawer s but being un- 
able to effect that> she left them among the mud and; 
water that was collected before the grate of the mw^! 
ef. Some oiecet of the body being disoovertd about- 
twelve o^cJock by the watflhman> he mentioned tho 
circumstanoe to the constable oJF the night. Tho 
constable applied to one of the overseers of the 
parish) by whose directioQ the parts of the body 
were collected^ and taken to the watch-house- On 
the following day the matter was eommunipaled to 
Mr. Umfrevillcy the coronert who examined the * 
pieces found by the watchman i but supposing 
them to be parts of a corpse taken from a church* 
yard for the use of some turgeon^ he declined sum* 
rooning a luiv. Four years elapsed before tho 
discovery of these horrid murders } during which 
tlme> cominual disagreements prevailed between 
the mother and daughter} and» though the latter 
was now arrived at the age of maturityy she was often 
beat, and otherwise treated with severity. Thua 
provoked, she sometimes threatened to destroy her* 
self, und at others to give information agaiost her i 
mother as a murderer. About two years after tho 
murders, a gentleman, named Rooker, took lodgings 
In the house of Metyard, where he lived about thrto 
months, durmg which time he had frequent oppor* 
tunities of observing the severity with whioh the . 
girl was treated* He hired a house in l|iil-street» 
and, infiuenoed by compassion for her sufferings* 
an4 desirous of mieving hu if om the tyranny of 

her 



l»r niotber, ht iwrited ^e gitlto lire b 1r»fttfft«nify 
in tiM capacity of a servant'; which offer sho chesdr* - 
kt)\f tmbnucedy thob^K har mother had «aiiy;€tiiie9 
vioUntly oppoced her deure of goit^ to service. . 
The girl had no sooner reinoved to Mr. Rooker% 
Inrqie, tbaii the old womafi bttomt/^tftet^f out- 
nigeoosf* and it was afaaost her ooastant dailjf 
paraetiee- to*<:reatc disturbancea in Mr. Rooker's- 
netghbooiihoodi hf vniting ttieRiost bitter eite* 
cmcfons- against the girl, and branding her «ritb the 
iBoit opptobrious epitheta. Mn Rooker remored 
to Ealing) to fiside on a Httle estate bt<)aea(hed 
bjfw by a relatsoti ; afid having by this time seduced 
thrgirly she accompanied- himy and lived with him 
professedly in the characfter of his mistress^ The 
old woman^s visit was not less frequent at Ealing^ 
than they hod been at Mr. Rooker's house in London} 
n^wat her behaviour lets outrageous. At>length 
Mr. Rooker- permitted her tO'be \uimitted into the 
heuae^ imagining that such- Indulgence would in* 
daoe bet -to preserve a decency of behaviour : but 
he was disapt)ointed, for she stiH continued to 
diatorb the peace of his family. On the ^h of 
JonCr 1762^ she beat her daughter in a -terrible 
manner i and, during the contention, mahy egtpres*- 
siona were' uttered by both parties that gave great 
vneanness to Mr; Rooker. The mother called^Mr. 
Rooker, <* The old perfume tt^-Aog $" and*> the 
gisl retorted, by sayings " Remember, mother, you 
ane the perfumer s you are the Chidcen-lane 
phost ;** aUuding to the body of Ann Nayjor bav- 
-ing been kept in the box till it became intolerably 
o&nsive, and then thrown among the mud and 
water in Chiek^lane . When' the mother retired, 
Mr. Rooker urged the girl to explain what was 
insiniiatedbythe indiNU accu«a^aa wtrodiiced • 
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ky boch ^rtict id the roune of the dispute t aiitl# 
biirstuig into tears, she confessed the paiticulars of 
the murdersi begeing that a secret so materially 
afFecting her mother might never be divulged « 
Mr. Rooker imagining that the daughter could not 
^e rendered amenable to the law, as she performed 
her share in the marders by the direction of her 
mother^ he the horrid transaction communicated in a 
letter to the overseers of Tottenham parish, whence 
the girls were put out apprentice : m consequence 
pf which the elder Metyard was taken into custodv* 
On the day of examination Mr. Rooker, tfad 
younger Metyard, and two chikiren» apprentices iift 
the house when the muidert were committed, atf 
tended at Sir John Fiddtng*s house in Bow^street. 
The evidence against the prisoner left no d<^bt o£ 
her suilt} .and she was committed to New<priioa» 
Cierkenwell, for re-exanunatkii\* and the girls wer« 
put under the protection of the overseers of Stw 
Qeorge*S9 Hanover-square. Upon the prisonet^e 
being examined a secotvd cimef she was renaandecl 
for trial i and some circumstances having arisen td 
crtpiinate the 4aughter, she was ordered to stand at 
the bar of Sir John*! office^ and the evidence againsi 
her recapitulated .on oath, she was committed ta 
the Gate-house. On their trial, which came on ac 
the Old Bailey-Sessioni, they bitterly recrimtnateil 
each other, and their mutual accusations served ta 
confirm Ihe evidence of their guilt* The younger 
Metyard pleaded pregnacys on which a jury o€ 
mati!Mi8 waa]MiflEinioned, Who pronounced thkt she 
wa9 not vrlth child i after whi^h they were botia 
sentenced to be executed on the following Monday^ 
and then to be .Conveyed to SUrgeonsMiaU for 
dissection. . Tkt mother being in a fit when she 
wa» put into ^ sm$ lay m her length lilL she 
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Citne to the pbee bf extcmiony when she was mSsed' 
vpi and mc^s iveic used lor her reco\itrjr» but 
wkhout «£Feet» so thsit »hc deptrttd thit life in a 
state of in«fli8Lbility. From the ttme of. kavin^ 
Nevrgare to the moment :of htt death, the daughtef 
Wept incessantly: After hanging the Usual time* 
the bodies were conveyed in a hearse to Surgeons** 
hail, wIkk they were exposed to the curiosity of the 
public^ and then dis^cted. They sufered at 
• Tyburn, on the- 19th of July, 176S. 
. MCKEAN, JAMES (MVRDtRER) wae » 
North, Brlt!on» of a most vieious disposition. About 
i:a*dock on a Friday evemiig, be murdered one " 
Jaane^ finchamMi, carrief, in the (blbwing manner. 
Buchanan, called at his bouse, between Glasgow 
and Lanark when M^Kfan- conduced himintaa 
^Bom, and instankly tmt 4»is rhmat tv^ith a raaori, 
which divided both tho oaHotid arteries^ and then 
sobbed him of his watcii' aad a coniiderable sttm Itk 
sioncyv A hoiM luivii^ exited some stfrprlire in 
lis wifey.vhe ran to iho£>brr which was opened hf 
M'Kjun, Ahwmtd at the eight of eome blood- 
Ifing on she ibort she i^rieked mutder, on- whkh 
hes husband fawtantlf nm off. The body oF 
Bncbanan,' was found in. a eloiety by people whonr 
her criev had brought to>tho bouse, andthe ra<or 
dsekingiwith blood. M^Kean woe apprehend^ at 
I)amlasb| in the I^ of Atran, on the ensuing- 
Sunday. Next momang he was oonvcyed to Glas- 
9ov^^tn a postKjhaisejron' his arrival about eight 
e^otfct'tha leiy of the ponnlaee athisappHehen- 
aiiMH oouM nor be refstralned > they hailed the 
f^fioees kith 4oad aeclamatiom, andthe aik- •resound^' 
ad^wltb^huans when thef-efiw him tecttfely lodged* 
in goal. Buehana^^s t>ooket«book, co«lfainhi|^ 
h»ikaotMjio'.thcaiiiiU4t of »«61»hiawateh«. aiNf 
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yevctml papen were found upon M^Keah. Oft hil 
examiiiatidii by the magistrates, 'he'coftf«9sed th^ 
robbery, but endeavoured to' palliate the diatge of 
mardee. Thlt wmdi being foukid ' Cuilfy-^wal 
executed January ft 5 , 1 79^, at the Cross of Gbsgfo#^ 
ott a iiew*eiected gibbet. ' He a]^jkl^ on th6 
scaffold, dressed in white, about ten minutes after 
thfee; proceeded to the front with a Htm and 
undaunted air, holding a paper in his hand, arid 
after.<sayihg « few words to the multitude, which 
was tamiense (near twenty thousand !) his gave it 
to one of tbe town officers. About ten minuted 
after, hp nuinmed the platform with muich iudif'^ 
fenence, and after pfayinr a lew minut*es vi-a^ 
launched into eferntty, without one sympathizing 
tear from> the surrotitiding multitude. 

M<NAUGHTON^ JOHK (murObrer) was a 
native of Londondetry in IreUiid, his fathtr bting 
H merchant of that pMcev and his grandfather art 
•Ideeman of Dublk. Having received his gram* 
.mar cduearion at l^ondonderry, he was sent to 
Trinity-college, Dubti»i to compfeat it ; andy On hii 
comfaig of age, he took possession of an estate of , 
six hundred a year, wbidi ^unde had bequeathed 
hiin. Such a ^rtun*, in rhe- North of Ireland^ 
nneht have enabled him to live in a styie of eUgahe 
indvpendence } but an unhappy propensity td 
gaining so reduced him that he was necessitated to 
mortgage bis estate. At this 'period he married a 
young lady, and,' taking an elegant houM in 
Ipub&^i lived in a style mudi above his dtcam-*' 
stances ; consequently he lkdaui< involved in debt, 
and a principal cKditor took ^ut an action agaimt 
him for a considerable sum. He, unable' to pay 
the dcbr, srcieted hiidlelf fr<>»l the bailiffs t bat af 
Jength tilt «red4(or.pirrs4iaded thesbei^iff <o sm^tf 
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Jiim with the writ bimsclf. The sheriflT on fott^ 
In a chair to M'Naughton^s house, found him in 
the parlour with his wife, and told him he was a 
prisoner* The lady being, preenant} this dedara* 
lion had snch an effect on ner, that she was 
immediately seiaed with the pains of child-btrth» 
and being delivered of a dead I'hild, died herself at 
the exphration of a few day$» M'Naughton, how« 
cver» drove the sheriiF from his house, and as soon 
fishe had given orders resperting his wife*s funeraU 
retired into the country, where, for some time, he 
abandoned himself to the most disagreeable re* 
Sections: but the frugal way in which he lived >o 
letrieved his circumstances, that he was once more 
' enabled to appear in Dublin in his usual style of 
elegance. Soon after this, the lord lieutenant 
granted him the post df collector of the revenues 
tor the county of Coleraine : but it was not Ions 
before some of the public money was squander^ 
t>Y gsiming s and when he found himself unable to 
make up the deficiency, his wife*s relations paid 
it for himi to unevent the legal consequences that 
must otherwise have taken places Some years after 
the death of his wife, he contracted an acquaintance 
ivith Mr. Knox, a man of large fortune in the 
county of J>erry, Miss fCnox was entitled to 
5000I. when she came of age, in consequence of 
her father^s marriage*cettlement $ and being* a 
young lady of great beauty and accomplishments 
|he made an impression on the heart of M*NaQgh<r 
ton, who was a frequent visitor at h&r father!$ 
house. Having paid his addresses to the young 
lady, she promised to accept him as her husband, 
if her fatner^s consent could be obtained. Here* 
upon M*Naughton ap|>lied to the oki gentleman, 
fvht ml only refused bis acquiescencei but forbad 

his 



'fii^vUlts. This prohibition M^Naughton denrect 
. hit would revoke, as it might cause very unfavour- 
able mspicions in the neighbourhood. Mr. Knox 
i consented then that he should continue his visits: 
'but no sooner was this granted, than he courted 
. Miss Knox with as much ardor as formerly, and 
i obtained her consent to marry him at the expiratidn 
* of two years, as she was at that time too young for 
a wife. Soon afterwards, M'Naughton being with 
.her, when a little boy only was present, he pulled out 
. :L book of Common Prayer, and read the ceremony of 
Carriage, desiring .her to make the responses. Thit 
she did ; but added to each of them '* if my father 
.will consent.*' This transaction had not long passed^ 
when meeting Miss Knox at the house of a neigh- 
: bour, he insisted that she was his wife 5 which she 
denied $ and on her r^tnm home acquainted her 
father with what had passed) on which the old . 
geutleman wrote to M*Naoghtbn, insisting that he 
should decline all future visits, and upbraiding 
him vrith his past Ul-behaviour. Immediately on 
..the receipt ot Mr. Knox*s Utter, he inserted an 
advertisement in the newspapeite^' declaring that the 
young lady was his wife ; to which Mr. Knox 
inserted an answer, and then entered a process in the 
spiritual court, which set aside the pretended mat* 
nage, and decree4, that if M'Naughton thought 
himself injured, he must appeal to the common law 
for damages. On this M'Naughton applied to the 
court of Delegates; but the judge issued a warrant 
for apprehending. him i which in i rated him to 
such a degree, that he sent a letter to the judgt, 
threatening that he would murder him wbea he 
came- the circuit. This letter occasioned the issuing 
a kingVbench warrant against him : so that, find' 
n g himielf unsafe in Ireland, he came to London. 
.0 . Tht 
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'TIfce bbttirting pottetaion of Miss Kmx hetaig still 
tbc object of bis wtsbesy he retvised to Inland, 
.disguised himself* and icontiaued kitibe ne^hbour- 
•he^ o( the ybong ]ady*« fatbur $ while no stejM 
*were tak^n by the fktniljr, to preserve theasselves 
from the diin|^r .^hsch seemed to thvcateti tbeiii> 
except haYing AeOasbnally in their oompany m, 
-'8i9)itny whose wife had nursed the young lady> and 
.\pifho was remarkably faithful to the interests of 'the 
-family. In the begiasiing«f Aprilt jy^t, a^^Mr. 
Knox was riding in 4iis'Oimdi^ith hisdaiii^ery 
;aeiended hy the smith, 'M5Naog^ton and three 
otb^^s approached) two of iwfeom presented their 
.toistoUto the postilliooy and ^ordered him to stop* 
Al'NaughtoB, seeing the smith, ^red<a .blonder- 
bussat-himy but the shot did ndttake.plitce? yet 
one of the companions immediately fired a pam/ 
^ which wounded the smith in the arm, >and dtsjA^ied 
him from firing hisigony whi6h he wa^praparing to 
do. Hereupon M'Naughton, andone of Jits ateoomp- 
lices* firta tbeir pistols at the aaniagSy the window 
of whickbeitogiiisuntly draivn up, M<Maughtxm 
immedmtely-n^ to the other side of it,<and dis- 
•«hatged ft piece, which > con taiftied five balls, all of 
which took place in Miss tKnox^ body. A maid- 
servant now let down the >window'blind, and ex- 
claiming that her^yottBg iady was >miirder«U <a 
footman of Mr. Xnox'sytwho hadrjooncealnd him* 
UM tbehind a stack of turf, 'fired a pistol at 
M^Kai^hton: at the same instant another pistol 
was^iired from the coach by- Mr. Knox. Af <l4augh- 
ton, though wounded in the back, rorie^: >but 
on the following day he was apprehended hya 
Mrty of Ug&t horse, and lodged in lifFord ^ol. 
The young lady waacarriedtotin adjacent oottage, 
'^hfitisAhe died sj^out dace koucs afurkhe receiwd 
^ . the 



tW wwmA, The lord lieutettant of Ir^and in* 

i9odiiit<ily. offctcda reward of iiy« kundr«d pounds^ 

t« b< fa^ on the a^prcbfiivsioii of M*Naug^tf»n'< 

a^cc»i9yU€cs9 whQW«r« aooa taken mto, custody^ 

and 91)0 of tbeip was atliBftfiCed an evidence. ' ^ 

special connRHssioB b«uig is&u^dj. tvfj^ jiudge& vtnti 

to Lifford> to try tb& dKltsqu/ent^ on thp Uk^S 

Peeeiober: but M'Naiightoo^s council urged sq 

nMiirX obj^otioRSy that tk^ trial wa$ postpoi^d. foe 

three day9» whe^ it. coiiAiiM>«d froio, eight in th^' 

m^raipg till eleven at nightie the j«idg^9 V<ll oope 

quiltiiig thecowrt.whila tbfi matli^r wa& deptadi^^- 

M<Nat|ght9aj besiig Ul ^i l^ Vt^uodtsw was carrM 

ilM cQUft w^pp«d io a blani^ct $ yf t h« <;rosff« 

c;nwiiwd the witoe«ea ki iMch a ^oaoaei aa fuVpi 

pif>v«d ihp ttr^agth oC hift 9mi^* One of hia* 

accoa^Iioea h^iag adoni^t^d aa ^vkWiVt^A 2°d 90^. 

of thQ others beiag a^uiAtedt M<Nai«gJ^i», aa4 

another rained Dunlap, w^r^ capit^ oci^victfdf^. 

and receivod sentenca of death. M^N^aughto^.. 

eanstfstiy beg|^ that mercy dcught l^ extended t^ 

l^ accomplice, declaring that he bad acted under 

Kis 4ire<$iQ0s : b«t hi^ p^^ had na weight* Qi| 

the dajfof eacectttioi^ Nl^^aughton, who was still 

very weak». wsdked to the f%tal spot with the hei|^ 

of two naieo) who suppocied him. ^k dce§s wa« 

singular* consisting o^' a nightcap tied, ^vith a black 

r>bban,t iirhitf stockings, black buckJk»,. a foanejl 

waistcoat trimmed with blackr and havi|)g black 

butt9QS» and a crape round the arai, tie desired . 

' the hangman tp do his duty speedily > .aad the maa . 

pointing to the kKldt r, the other instai>tly ascended 

It j and np soonti was the rope about bis nj^k^ 

than he jumped off with such tbrce thatit broke i 

and he might have escaped* it l^e had possessed 

atreagth iA rccollcf (ion » fpir the croud, from % 

o a momentary 
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momentary impulsie of hnmanity, made a passagey* 
a* if they wished to screen him from the ngonr of 
the law. Being taken up» he was re- conducted to 
the gallows, when the executioner took Dunlap*« rop^» - 
and fixing it round M^Naughton*s neck, the latter' 
aiscended the ladder, tied the rope to the gallows, 
jumped off and expired almost immediately. Dun- 
Jap remained a miserable spectator of this scene* 
not being executed till M*Naughton was cut down. 
They suffered near Strabane, Dec. »5, 1761. 

MONTGOMERY, WILLIAM (de?rau. 
1>E%) was a native of Elphinitone, in Scotland, and 
educated in the Presbyterian religion i but was 
remarkable for his incapacity in learning: Hia 
filther dying when he v^as about thirteen years Md> 
lits mother sent him to sea in a ship beloneing to 
Alioa. Having continued in the naval line of* 
business for some years, be at length married, and 
opened a public-house in Btshopsgate- streets and, • 
dealing largely as a smuggler, he frequently went 
to Holland, to bring home prohibited goody. 
Quitting Bishopsgate-street,he lived for some years 
at the sign of the Highlander, in Sha^iwell ; but, 
on the death of his wife, he resolved to decline • 
business as a publican ; and having saved some ' 
money, entered again into the matrimonial state, ' 
took a house in Nightiugale-lane, and let lodgings 
to 6ea*faring men. Meeting^with success, he took ' 
a sh^p as a seller of seamen's clothes ; but left the - 
care of it chiefly to his wife, while he employed his 
own time in frequent trip&to Holland, m pursuit- 
of his former illicit practice of smuggling. An 
act of insolvency passing in the year 1748, favoura- 
ble to such persons as had been in foreign parts 
fugitives for debt, Montgomery took the benefit • 
of it ^swearing that he was at llotterdam on the - 

last 



last daf of the prec«diof; year 9 in conK(|Qenee of 
which lie was cleared of his debts to the ir\jary of 
his creditors. No notice was taken of th;& affaif 
tiU the expiration of four years, when Montgoinery 
having arrested a neighbour, the man gave notice 
of faiH former transactions to one of his creditors^ 
who laying an information before the lQr4*niayor, 
Montgomery was lodged in ]Newgate on su|pjcion* 
Being brought to tri^l at /the next sessions at thf 
Old Bailey, several person dep^edt Cti9t they spent 
the evening with him at his 0Mt|i house, at (he 
time that he alledged he was in Holland, in 
order to take the benefit of the act i so that he was 
convicted, aiid received sentence to die. For son^q 
time after conviction he behaved with apparent 
signs of devotion; but asserted hU innocence, 
declaring that the evidences against him were per<» 
jored; and continued these assertions till the arrival 
of the warrant for his execution. Being pressed by 
the divine who attended him to tell the truth, he 
perststed in the former story till the Friday before 
his death : bat in the afrernoon of that day he 
acknowledged that after being on board a Dutch 
vessel, in order to take his passage for Holland, he' 
had come on shore owing to the contrary winds, 
Qn the following day he insisted that, '< as he ha4 
1>een sworn accordijug to the methods used in Scot- 
land, without kissing the book, his crime could not 
come withiu the meaning of the act/' In reply tQ 
this, he was fold, that the mode of admimsteringji - 
could make no difference ii\ tlie nature of, an oath. 
Hereupon he made a full cof)fe$9ion of his crime | 
and owned, that, having cooie pn shore, he cojir* 
cealodiiinAself for some week^ in )iis own house $ 
dien appeared publicly* savings that he bad beeni 
at Eettccdam. AMu which, bo fuuen^ir^ to the 
03 ^ wardea 
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nvardfcn of the Fleet-prison, and obtained the bene- 
fit of the act of insolvency. He suffered at Ty- 
burn, Dec/a, 175** 

MORGAN, DAVIP. See Sficgot, Wm. 
and Brftt, J. . 

MORGRIDGE, JOHN, (murderer^ wa.* a 
native of Canterbury, ^ whbse ancestors had served 
the crown for upwards of 200 years. He had 
been kettle-drummer to the tfirst troop of horse* 
guards for a considerable time, and would have 
been promoted had it not been for the following^ 
unfortunate quarrel: Cope having obtained the 
rank of lieutenant in t|)e army, invited several ofij^ 
cers to dine with him at the Dolphin tavern, in 
Tower^treet} and one of the parties invited Mor- 
gridge likewise to go, assuring him that be would 
be made welcome on the part of Mr. Cope. When 
dinner was over. Cope paid the reckoning, and 
then each man depositing half-^-crown, Morgridge 
and others adjourned to the guard-room, to which 
place more liquor was sent. They had not been 
long there before a woman of the town came in a 
coach, and asked for Capt, Cope. Being intro- 
duced to the guard-room, she remained a short 
time, and thciit said, ** Who will pay for my 
coach?** Morgridge said, <' I will}** and having 
done so, he advanced tp salute her $ but she pushed 
jfiim from her in a disdainful manner, and spoke 
to him in verv abusive terms, which induced i^im to 
treat her with the same kind of language. Mor- 
gridge*s rudeness was resented by Cope, Who took 
rae woman*s part, and a violent quarrel ensued 
^etween Cope and MorgridgCi both of whom were 
intoxicated. This contest increased to such a de- 
j;ree| that they threw the bottles at each other; till 
at length Morgridgei Inflamed with pasaon, drew 
•' ' " • hi$ 
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his tword, and stabbed Cope^ who instantl/ cxpf* > 
ted. Morgrtdee being taken into custody, was 
tried i^t the Old Bailey » July 5, 1706, but a doubt 
arising in the breast of the jary» whether he was 
^nilty of murder or manslaughter, they brought in a 
special verdict, and the affair was left to be deter- 
mined by the twelve judges. The judges having 
iMUisequently met at Serjeants*- inn, the case was 
argued before them by council $ when they gave an 
unanimous opinion that he was guilty ot wilful 
murder i because he did not kill Cope with the 
weapons he was originally using, but arose from 
his seat and drew his sword, which was deemed to 
imply a malicious intention. Morgridge in the 
interim, made his escape from the Mar^halsea prison, 
and went into. Flanders, where he remained about 
iwo years} but being uneasy to fevi^t his native 
country; he imprudently came back to England, 
and being apprehended, received.sentenpe of death, 
and suffered at Tyburn on the a 8th of April, 
1708. .When convicted he was truly sensible of 
the crime of which he had been guilty, acknow* 
ledged the justice of his sentence, and submitted tq 
bis fate with becoming iffikignation. 

MORRIS, W. Sec 8p|ggot, W. 

M (JLLINS, DARBY. See Ki dd, J. 

MURPHT, MARQARET. See W|LP, J. 



NEWINGTON, WILUAM, Oforgery,) 
was a native of Chichester jn Sussex, and the son of 
Imputable parents, who having given him a good 
^ucation, placed him with Mr. Cave, an attorney 
•f that toiSrn» with whom he.se/v^d his clerk^hipt 
. ) ' . On 



I if 2 KBWlHC^TOir; 

On his Tisitfng London, he lived as m liaciuiey. 
, writer with Mr. Studlcy in Nicholas-lane, Lombard- 
street, for about two years and a half. Being of a 
•Volatile disposition, and much disposed to keep 
company and irregular hours, Mr. Studley dis*> 
charged him from bis service $ on wbtch he went to 
live with Mr. Leaver, a scrivener in Friday^reet» 
with whom he continued between two and three 
years, and served him with a degree of fidelity that 
met with the hiehest approbation. Having quitted 
this service, he lived in a gay manner, without any 
visible means of support, and paid his addfcsscs to 
a young lady of very handsome fortune, who gave 
him encouragement. Being dbtressed for money 
to support ^is grandeur, and carry on his amour, 
he was tempted to commit forgery, which at that 
time had been just rendered by the legislature a 
capital offence. Having gone to Child's coffee« 
bouse in St. PauPs church-yard, he drew a draft o« 
the house of Child and Company, bankers, i« 
Fleet-street, in the name of Thomas Hill, which 
he dispatched by a porter, but was so agitated by 
liis fears while be wrote it, that he forgot to put 
any date to it $ otherwise, as Mr. Hill kept cash 
with the bankers, and as the forgery was/admira* 
bly executed, the dcaft would have been certainly 
paid : but at the instant that the porter was about 
to put his indorsement on it, one of the clerks ^aid 
he might go about his business, for that they did 
not believe the draft was a good one. The porter 
s^ccordinely returned to the coffee-house without the 
draft, which the banker's clerks had refused to de- 
liver him i and to his suiprise found that the gen- 
tieman was gone. At the expiration of two hours, 
the bankers* clerks came to Child> coffec-houae, 
and enquired for the pcnon whQ liad mad€ th« 
6 . draft I 
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draft) but it seems that during the absence of t}»e 
porter,' he had enquired- for the Faculty-Office in 
jE)octor*» Cqiuidoivii saying, he had some business 
at that place, and would return in half an hour. 
About two or three hours afterwards, the porter^s 
son t6ld him that a gentleman wanted him at the 
Horn and Feathers in Carter-lane, where be went, 
atid told Newington, that the bankers had refused 
to pay the note : " Very well, (said he) stay here till 
I go and. put on mv shoes, and I will accompany 
you, and rectify the mistake/'- When the porter 
had waited near three hours, and his employer did 
not return, he began to suspect that the draft was 
forged, and some hours afterwards calling in at the 
Fountain ale-house, in Cheapside, he saw Newing- 
ton ; on which he went and fetched a constable,' 
who took him into custody, and lodged him in the- 
eomptor. Being tried at the next sessions at the 
Old fiailey, he was capitally convicted, notwith* 
standing nine gentlemen appeared to give him an 
excellent character. When called to receive sen^ 
tence of death| he addressed the Court as. fol- 
lows :*— 

*^ May it please your Lordship, 
** This my most melancholy case was occasioned 
by the alone inconsiderate rashness of my inexpe- 
rienced years. The intent of fraud is, without 
doubt, most strongly and most positively found 
against me ; but 1 assure your Lordship 1 was not 
in want j| nor did I ever t)ii^k of such a thing in 
the whole course of my* "fife, till within a few 
minutes of the execution of this rash deed. I hope 
your Lordship has some regard for the gentlemen 
who have so generously appeared, in my behalf i 

and 
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attdat this i» the first tut, tlo«|^ of m d^ % 
Aft, my youth and ptst amdud n»yi, I lv){Ma kt 
■one roeaaure move your Loideh^^a pi^^ ooi apM H 
sion, tad generoua assaitaiee." 

After convictiQi^ he fiatfeefcd. hioBwlf that he 
shofild €sea|« the otnost i^ooMBy of. the hm^ 
through the intercetsioB of has firiead* : hut vthok 
tiie warrant for cxecutton, in which his aaene waa 
included, was forcaight to Newgate,, he appeared to 
be greatly shocked i however, rcsoUectiiig and com« 
posing hiimelf, he said, *' God*s wttl be ck»ner*— «. 
£ut iflmediately bursting into tears, he haaentod 
the miaery whteh his another woajkl naturali^y e»« 
dure, when she should be acquainted with tb« 
wretdicd fate of her unfortunate son* As aoon 
as this poor woman received the dreadful tidsiap»' 
she left Chichester ^ and k was a week after hea 
arrival in loodon before she could acquire % suffi<« 
* dent degree of spirits to visit the unfortunate causa 
of her grief. On her repairing to the gloomy numti 
sion I and seeing her son fettered with chains* it 
was with the utmost difficulty that she could hft 
hept from fainting. She hung round his neck, 
while he dropped On his knees^ and implored her bles- 
sing and forgiveness : so truly mournful was the 
spectacle, that even the gaolers, accustomed as they 
were to scenes of horit>r, shed tears at the sight I— ^ 
He suffered at Tyburn, on the a6th of Au^^t» 
1738- 

NEWTON, — ^. See Gonzalbs. 

NICHOLS, J. See Coleman, R. 

NOBLB, RICHARD, (mvrd^rek,) was aa 
attorney at law, and the paramour of Mrs.- Sayer» 
wife of John Saycr» fisq.who was possessed of about 

one 



mieilroinaiid poundi a year, and brd of tlie nanor . 
of Biddindeny in Bdckitig:bBinftbire« Mr. Saytr 
does not Bppear to have \getn a man of any gfeiit 
.abilities ^ bat vna remarkable foe his g«ood nature 
aad inoi^nstve >dispo8itioii. Mrs. Sayer» to whom 
be was married in 1699, wastbe daagfater d Ad- 
miral Nevil, a woman of an a|frecable person wvi 
britiiant wft } bat of such In abandoned disposition 
-at to be a <iis|^ce to htrr «ex. ^on a&er Mr. Sa- 
7«r!s wedciing, Colonel ^lisbm-y married the Admi- 
rai*s widow; bot there was such a viciotis similai'tty 
-in itfae conduct <ff the mother and daughter, that 
-the two husbands badtcniy occasion to^bedisgiMted 
-with tJie4;hotce ^ley had made. Mr. Sayer's nop- 
tials had notWa'Celebvalrd many days before ^ 
bride took the liberty of kldcing him, and hmted 
that she would procure a looer more agreeable to 
liermind . Ssyer, who was d»Aractedly 'fond of her, 
bone this treatment with patience } and at the end 
«f a twelvemonth shr presented himadaughter,whidh, 
aoon died : but he became still more K>nd of her 
after she hadlnade him a father, and was continti* 
ally loading her mth presents. Mr. Sayer now 
• took a 'house in Lisle-street, Xioicester iields, k^ttt 
eoacb, -aqd did eveiy thing wfaidh he thought 
might gratify his wife: but her unhappy disposi- 
tion was the ocoisiou of temporary separations. At 
times, however, she behavedwith more complaisance 
to her husband, who had, after a v«hile, the honoar 
of being deemed father of another child of whieh 
•she was deltirered ; and after this ctrcumetance she 
indulged henself in still greater liberties than be- 
fore 'y ber mother, who was almost constantly with 
her, encouraging her in this shameful conduct. At 
length a>$chem« was «oncerted| which iirould pro- 
bably 
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•foably have endect in the destrbctton of Mr.'Say^r 
and Colonel Salisbury, if it bad not been happily 
prevented hy the prudenee of the latter. Tbie 
colonel taking an opportunity to represent to Mrs. 
Sayer the ill con.sequences that must attend her in- 

*lidclity to her husband, she immediately attacked 
him with the most outrageous language, and insul- 

. ted him to that degree that he threw the remains of 
a cup of tea at her. . The mother and daughter im- 
mediately laid hold of thi« circumstance to inflame 
the passions of Mr. Sayer,whom th^y at length pre- 
vailed on to demand satisfaction of the f olonel.— 
The challenge is said to have been written by Mrs. 
bayer, and when the colonel received it, he con- 
jectured that it was a plan concerted between the 
ladies to get rid of their husbands. However, he 
obeyed the summons, and going in a coach with 

, Mr. Sayer towards Montague*House, he addressed 
him as follows:— >^< Son Sayer, let us come to a right 
vnderstanding of this business. *Tis very well 
known that I am a swordsman, and I should be 
very far from getting any honour by killingyoa. 
But to .come nearer to the point in hand. Thou 
shouldst know, Jack, for all the world knows, that 
thy wife and mine are both what they- should not 
be. They want to get rid of us at once. If thou 
shouldst drop, they^ll have me hanged for it after."* 
There was so much of obvious . truth in this re- 

- mark, that Mr. Sayer immediately felt its force, 
and the gentlemen drove home together, to the 
mortification of the ladies. Soon after this affair 
Mrs. Sayer went to her house in Buckinghamshire, 
where an intimacy took place between her and the 
curate of the parish, and tbeir amour was conduc- 
ted with' so little reserve^ that ail the servants ss^w 

that 
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-ifhat Xht pahon had more influenee ?n the house 
than their master. Mrs. Sayer coming to London, 
was soon followed by the young clergyman, who 
was seized with the small-pox, which cost him his 
life. When he found that there was no hope of 
his recovery, he sent to Mr. Sayer, earnestly re- 
questing to sec him : but Mrs. Sayer, who judged 
what he wanted, said that her husband had not had 
the small-pox, and &uch a 'visit might cost him hi^ 
life i she therefore insisted that her husband should 
not go ; and the passive man tamely submitted to 
this injunction, though his wife daily sent a foot- 
man to enquire after the clergyman,who dted with* 
out being visited by Mr. Saver. Thi» gentleman 
had not been long dead before his place was sup- 
plied by an officer of the guards j but he y»as soon 
dismissed in favour of a man of great distinctioir, 
who presented her with some, valuable china, which 
she pretended was won ' at Astrop Wells. About 
this time Mr. Sayer found his affairs considerabiy 
deranged by his wife^s txtravagance % of) which a 
gentleman recommended to him Mr. Rich4rd Ngble 
(the subject of our present consideration,) as a man 
capable of being very serviceable to him^. tii> fa- 
ther kept a very reputable coflee-house at Bath, 
and bis mother nas'»o virtuous a woman, that when 
Noble afterwards went to. her house with Mrs, 
Sayer, in a coach and six, she shut the'door againic 
him. He had been well educated, and articled to 
an attorney of eminence in New Inn, in which he 
afterwards took chslmbers for himself} but be had 
not been in any considerable degree of practice when 
he vras introduced to Mr. Sayer. Soon after his 
introduction into Mr. Sayer*s family he becanM too 
iptimate with Mrs. Sayer, and/ if report mid true, 
r with 
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mkh hcrmethcr likewise. Hownrer, tiMae «%•»• 
dooed «r9fiM:n bad other matters ia jprospect besidea 
mere gaiUntr/t and considering Noble as a man of 
tbe world as well as a lorert tbey^onoened a kciksair 
to de^ve Mr. Sajfer of a considerable part of his 
estate. Tbe unhappf geotleasan, being |»ej^etii- 
aliy teazed by the womeov sit length consented t# 
execute m deed of aepadratioa, in which be assigned 
some lands in Buokingbavdisrcy to tbe amount^ 
«ne hundred and dny pounds a year, to bis wif^ 
-cxclttsixre of fifty poainds a year lor pbi-<inoni^$ 
iind by tbis deed be likewise covenanted that M<rs. 
^yer n^ght live with whom she pleased, and that 
he would never molest any person on account of 
iiachoiftring bee Mr* Sayer was even so weak as 
to sign tbis d«ed without having counsel of bis 
•wn to exaaiine it. Not long afeer this Mrs. Saytr 
was delivered of a child at Balib : but that the bua- 
tband might not take alarm at this circum8tancc(» 
JMobleeent .him a letter, acquainting him that be 
was to be. pricked down for high sheriff of Buck- 
inghamshire} and Mrs. Salisbury urged him tQ gp 
to Hoiknd to be out oC the way* and siipplied him 
with some- money on the occasion.^ |t does n^t 
seem probable that Sayer had any suspicion of .No- 
ble*s criminal intercourse with his* wife, for, the 
night (before he .jet ou^ he presented him wirh a 
pair -of saddle-pistols* and furniture .worth abows 
forty ipouiMls. Soon after be was gone, Mrs. Sa- 
yerl^ maid speaking of the danger ber.master might 
be in at sea« iMrs iSaycr said, << She should be aortf 
^is.man James, a poor innocent fellow, shouU poo^e 
ta any lurm^ bpt sbe should be glad, and «ar,nei(t. 
ly wished that Mr. Sayer nttght sink to tlie b^t- 
los^of the va, sn4 Jthat tbe bottom of jibe ship 

might 



mi^ come eat*^ Kot Vmg after the Bnsbasd 
wa» gone abroad^ Noble began to gire himself airs 
«f greater ooftscqncnoe than he bad bitberto done* 
He was solicitor in a cause in the court of chanceiy» 
is which Mr. 8«yer was plaintilF, and having ob« 
tained a decree, he obliged the tmstees nominated 
in the marriage artides to relinquish, and assumed 
the authority of a sole trustee. Mr« Sayer remained 
in Holland near a year, during wbich Noble pub* 
Kcly cohabited with hie wife i and when her bus* 
iMind returned she refused to live with bim $ but 
Iwving first robbed bim of above two thousand 
PO«a£, in exchequer bills, and other effects, iJm 
went to private lodgings with Noble, and was 
ahottly alter MiymtA of another child. After 
Mn. Sayer had thus eloped from her husband, he 
caused an advertisement to be inserted in the aew^ 
^pen, of which the following is a copy : 

<* Whereas Mary, the wife of John Sayer, Esq. 
late of Lisle>street, St. Anne*s,went away from her 
dweHing-house, on or about the a 3d of May last, 
in coMipany with Elizabeth Nevil, sister to the said 
Mary, and hath carried^way near one thousand 
po«|ids in money, besides other things of a consider- 
able value, and is supposed to go by some ' other 
name : he desires all tradesmen and others not to 
give her any credit, for that be will not pay the 
lame.** 

While Mrs. Sayer cohabited with Noble be was 
constantly supplied with money; but he was not her 
on!y a^sociate at that time, for, during his occa* 
aional absence, she received the visits of other 
pavers. Noble now procured an order from the 
9 % court 
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toan.of dianoefy> to tgke Mr* S^yer m execmioii 
for four hundred poond^f, at the suit of Mrs. Salis* 
bur^y the consequence of 9 judgment confessed by 
hfoiy for form'i s«ke, to protect bis goods from 
^ bis creditors while he was in Holland. Mr. Sayer 
declared that the real debt was not moie than seventy 
pounds^ though artful management and legal ex-> 
penses had swelled it to the above-mentioned sum. 
Hereupon Sayer took refuge within <che rules of the 
Fleet Prison, and exhibited his bill in chancery for 
relief august these suits, and the deed of separation^ 
which he obtained. In the mean rime, Miis. Sa« 
yer Ikidirig herself liable to be exposed by the ad* 
vertisement her husband had Cauned to be inserted 
in the newspapers, she, .with, her mother, and 
Noble> took lodgings in the Mint, Southwark» 
«ihich jsas at .that time a place of refuge for great 
numbers of persons of desperatecircufustances and 
abandoned characters. Mr. Sayer having been in- 
formed of ihr*$, wrote several letters to her, pionus- 
ing that he would forgive all her crimes, if ahe 
would return to her duty ; but she, treated his let- 
ters with as much contempt as she had done hla 
person. Hereupon he determined to seize oh her 
by force, presuming that he should recover some of 
his effects if he could get her into his custody. He 
therefore obtained the warrant of a justice of the 
peace, and taking with bim two constables, and sik 
assistants, went to the house of George Twyford m 
the Mint ; the constables intimating that tney had 
H warrant to search for a sufpectcd person i for 
i£ it had been thought that they were bailiffs, theiir 
lives would have been in danger. Having entered 
the house, they wimt to a back room, where ^q« 
hk, Mrs. Saytr^ and Mrs. Salisbury vypre at dinner; 

the 
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the door was no sooner open tbtn Nobie' drew bis 
sword, and stabbing ^7f ' "> ^bc left breast, be died 
on the spot. The constables immediatery appro- 
liendcd tbe murderer and the two women i but the 
latter were so abandoned, that while the peace- 
^pfiioers were conveying them to the boose of a 
magistrate, they did little else than lament tbe fata 
of Noble. Apprehensive that the mo^ would rise« 
from a siippoution that the prisoners were debtors, a 
s constable was directed to carry tbe bloody sword be- 
fore them, in testimony that murder had been com- 
mitted, which produoed tbe wishcd-for effect by 
keeping perfect peace. The prtsooers begeed to 
send fox counsel ) which being granted. Noble was 
comaitted for trial, after an examination of two 
liovrs ; but the CDun$«l urged so many argnmcnts 
an favour of the women, t&t it was ten o'clock at 
sight before thev were committed. Soon after- 
wards this worthless mother and daoghter applied 
to the Court of ILtng^s-Bencb, to be admitted to 
bail, which was refused them. Tbe coroiter*s iiw 
^aest having viewed Mr. Sayer's body, it was re- 
moved to his lodgmgs within <he rules of the Fleets 
in order for interment ; and three days afterwards 
they gave a verdict, finding Noble guilty of wilful 
murder, and the women of having aided and assisted 
Ikim in that murder. On the evenmg of the nth 
of March, 17139 they were put to the bar at Kings. 
Can, in 8«rry, aaad having been arraigned on the 
atrveral indictments, to which they pleaded not .. 
goilty, they were told to prepare for their trials ^by 
•is -o'clock on the foHowing morning. Being 
bcoiight down for trial at the appoinud time, they 
moved the court that their trials might '^e deferred 
till the aftemoooy on the plea that some material 
F 3 wil- 
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witnesses were abieht : bat the coart not belieTing 
their allegations, refused to comply with their re- 
quest, le was imagined that this motion to put off 
their trials was founded in the expectation that 
when the business at tl>e nisi prius bar was dispatch- 
.ed, many of the jurymen might go home, so that 
.when the prisoners had made Uieir chaiienges^ theie 
might not be a number left sufficient to try them, 
.by which they might escape till the next a&sizesy by 
which time they hoped some circumstances would . 
happen in their favour. It being ordered that the 
trials should commence, Mr. Noble and Mrs. Salis- 
bury each challenged twenty of the juryv and Mrs. 
Sayer challenged thirty*{ive. Here it should be ob- 
served, that all persons indicted for felony have a 
right. to challenge twenty jurors, and those indicted , 
for petit-treason tbirty-fi*ve ; which may be done 
without alledging any cause. Happily, however, 
the sheriff had summoned so great a number of 
jurors, that the ends of public justice were not, for 
the present, defeated- Noble *s counsel urged that 
some of the personswho broke into the house might 
iiave murdered Mr. Sayer, or, if they had not, the 
provocation he had received might be such a^would 
warrant the jury in bringing him in guilty of man- 
slaughter only. As the court had sat from six 
o*ck>ck in the morning, till one o*clock the next 
morning, the jury were indulged with some refresh-^ 
ment before they left the barj ami after being out 
nine hours, they gave their verdict that Mr. Noble 
was *< Guilty,'' and Mrs. Salisbury 'and Mrs. Sa- 
yer were *• Not guilty." When' Mr. Noble was 
brought to the bar to receive sentence, he addresse4 
tl^e court in the following words-' 

J . 

S «* My 
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** My Lord, 
<< I aiQ Soon to ap}^ar and render an account of 
my sins to God Aimighly. If your lordship should 
think me guilty of those crimes I have been accused, 
aud convic^d of by my jury, I am then sure 
your lordship will think that I stanc} in need of such 
j9 reparation^ such a humiliation for my gteat 
offences, such an abhoritnce of my past life, to 
give me hopes of a future one, that I am not with- 
out hopes that it will be a motive to your lordship*^ 
goodness, that after you^have judged and sentenced 
my body to execution, you, will charitably assist me 
with a little time for the preservation of my soul. 
If I had nothing to answer for but killing Mr. Sa- 
•yer with precedent malice, I should have no need to 
address myself to your brdship in this manner. It 
ia now too late to take advantage by denying it tg 
• your lord!^hip,. and too near my end to dissemole It 
before God. I know, my lord, the danger, the 
hell that I should plunge myself headlong into i 
I kiK}w I shall soon answer for the truth I zvfi now 
about to say, before a higher tribunal, and a more' 
discerning judge than your lord»hli>, which is only 
in heaven : I did not take the advantage to kill 
Mr. Sayer, by the thought or apprehe;ision that t 
could do it imder the umbsage ot the laws, or with 
impunity) nothing was mure distant from my 
thoughts, than to remove him out of the world tp 
enjoy his wife (as was suggested) without mol^sta^ 
tion. Nor could, any one have greater reluctance 
or remor.se, from the time of the Tact to t^e bour of 
my trial, than I have had, though the prosecutor3 
Imported to the contrary; 'for which I heartily for- 
give them. My counsel obliged me to. say on my 
rrjal^tt^aC I heard Mr. Saycr't^voicc before hebroj^p 

opt'Q 
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open the door ; I told them as I now tell your 
lordship, that I did not know it was him, till he was 
breaking in at the door, and then, and not before* 
was my sword drawn, and the woond given, whtdl 
wound, as Dr. Garth informed me, was so verf 
alight, that it was a thousand to one that he died oiF 
it. When I gave the wound, I insensibly quitted 
the sword, by whidi means I left myself open for 
him to have done what was proved he attempted* 
and was so Kkely for him to nave effected, via. tm 
have stabbed me i and his failure in the attempt 
has not a little excited my surprise. When I heai4 
the company run up stairs, I was alarmed, and ia 
fear j the liiddlord tellitig me instantly ^reupon* 
that the house was beset, cither for me or himself, 
added to myconfasion. I then never thought oi: 
intended to do mischief, biit first bolted the fore^ - 
tfoor, tmd then bolted and padlocked the backv 
idoor, which was glated, and began to fasten the 
abutters belonging to it, designing only to screen 
myself from the violence of the tumult. When be 
broke open the door, and not till then, I perceived 
and knew he was present : and his former threats 
and attempts, which I so fully proved on my trial, 
and could have proved much fuller, had not Mrs. 
Salisbury's evidence been taken from me, made my 
fear so great, and the apprehen&ion of my danget 
so near, that what I did was the natural motion of 
aelf-defi^nce, and was too sudden to be the result of 
precedent malice ; and I solemnly declare, that € 
aid ntJthear or know fromTwyford the landlord, 
tt otherwise, that any constable attended the d(«» 
-ceased, till after the misfortune happened. It was 
my misfortune, that what* I said as to hearing the 
decea<e4r*s voice was turned to my disadvantage by 
the coQtisri agalait mci and that I was not tntttled 

to 
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to any asbistance of coudkI to enforce the evidence* 
given for aie, or to remarlc upon the evidence given 
against me ; which I don't doubt would have fully 
satisfied your lordship and the jury, that what hap- 
pened was more my misfortune, than ipy design or 
intention. If I had been able, uuder the concern^ 
to remark upon the evidence against me, that Mr. 
Sayer was but the tenth part ot a minute in break* 
ing open the door, it could not then well be sup* 
posed by the jury, that I was preparing myself, or 
putting myself in order to do mischief, which are 
acts of fore- thought and consideration; which re* 
quire much more time than is pretended I could. 
bave had from the time I discovered. Mr. Sayer i 
for even from his eotry into the house, ^o the timtf 
of the accident, did not amount, as I am informed,, 
to more than the space of three minutes. Sut I 
did not discover him before the door gave way. I 
wish it had been my good fortune, that the jury 
}^ad applied that to me which your lordship re- 
marked in favour of the ladies, that the matter wa» 
ao very sudden^ so very accidental and unexpected^ 
that it was impossible to be a contrivance and con- 
federacy! and unlikely that they could come to » 
resolution in so short a time. I don't remember 
your lordship distinguished my case, as to that 
particular, to be different from theirs, nor was there 
room for it j for it is impossible for your lordship 
to believe that I dreamt of Mr. Sayer's coming 
there at that time, but ot\ the contrary I fully 
proved to your lordship, that I went there upon 
another occasion, that was lawful and beneficial to 
the deceased j and I had no more time to think or 
contrive, than the ladies had to agree or consent, 
Jf any thing could be construed favourably on 

the 
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tke btfmlf of Mch tii unfortoiMte vrmch as oiyidft 
I thmk rht d^si^ I hsd aomettfite b«fofe begun, 
and ^su dbour fiirisbing ttiat day, might have takes 
awaf alt aupmoti of malice against Mr. Sayer.--* 
Muflt it be thought, my Idrd^ that I only am sncb 
a tinner that I cannot repent and make reparatioa 
to the petflons I have injured f It was denied ; but 
I strongly solicited a reconctliation between Mr« 
Sayer and hi« lady, ^hd if this bad tended to pro- 
eort me an easier accew to Mrs. Sayer, it woaU 
bflire been such a matter of aggravation to me, that 
it oould not have craped the remark of the counsel 
against nttt nor the sharpness of the prosecotors pre* 
sent in conn ; with both I transacted, and to botis 
I appealed, particularly to Mr. Nott, to whom, but 
the day b^ore this accident, I manifested my de* 
sire of having them live together again, and ther6- 
fore, my lord, it should be presumed I laboured to 
be reconeiifd to, and not to revenge myself on, Mr. 
Sayer. Vour tordship, I hope, will observe thna 
much in my favour, that it was so far from being t 
clear faet in the optmoo of the jury, that they sat 
up all night, and believing there was no malice at 
that time, told vour lordship they intended, and 
«rere inclined to find it manslaughter, and, doubt«f 
Ing the legality of the warrant, to .find it special. I 
hope this will touch your lordship^ heart so far, at 
not to think me so ill a man as to deserve (what the 
best of Christians are taught to pray against) « 
Sudden death J— I confess I am unprepared j the 
hopes of mv being able to hiafce a legal defence^ 
and my endeavouii; therein having taken up my 
lime, which I wish I had better employed : I be^ 
leave to assure your loYJship, upon the words of a 
dying man, that as none of the indirect practices to 

get. 



OAKT. 1^7 

get cr iappress eviienct w«re proved upon mt» «o 
ihey uftvcv-^pnipg frpm me : aad I can sa^iy say, 
that luv biood In a great mtasuic wilt Ue at tbcir 
dov that didy becatubf it drew me undex an ill im- 
putttioQ of defending myself by subciroati^n pf 
peijury. I fv««)ld b« 'williqg ^p do my duty to-' 
wards my neighbour,- as «;eJl ai God» before I die i 
I lunre many papers and concerns (by reason pi nw 
piipleauon} of my dienta in my bands, and wboiviM 
aulTer if tbey are not put into some order $ and no- 
thing but these two considexations could mM^ life 
. desirable^ under thia heavy load of iro«a» and riest- 
leas remorse of conscience for my iwis. A short rf - 
prieve for these purposi^ I hope wiU be agreea.We to 
your iordship*^ hiimaniiy and Christian virtue, 
whereupon your lordsliip's name shall be ble«t fffkii 
my last bieath, for giving me aw opportMuky 
oi' making peace with n^y coniKcieoQe and Q§4 
Almighty/* 

The laat iiejii.uest that Noble made was ^rantod s 
lie wa$ allowed some lime to aettle bi& jipintual and 
temporal conceriisy and at length wStnti M JKlinga- 
toB> on the 28th of March, 1713, exbibking marks 
of genuine repentance. As to the ladies, t£y wene 
no sooner ac<)uitted than rhey set out for Xiopdon, 
taking one of the turnkeys with them, to protect 
them from the assaults of the populace, who weie 
incensed in the higher degree at the singular eooe- 
mity of their^crimes. 

O. 

OAKV, RICHARD, (pickpocKfT^ jtOB- 
BSit, &CC.) was a native of I^ndon, and bound 
apprentice to a taylor> mth ^hom be served about 

two 
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two years, and tfiein running away, got into. corI- 
pany with a set of blackguard boys who procured a 
miserable subsidence by picking of pockets 5 ami 
who afterwards proceeded td the practice of cutting 
off the pockets of women. In ordei* to dd this ef- 
fectually, one of them used to trip up the woman's 
'heels, while the other cut off the pocket i and they 
generally got out of the reach of detection before 
the party robbed^ could recover her legs. • Many of 
Oaky*s associates belonged to Jonathan Wild*s 
gang, who caused several of them to be hanged , 
when he could make no further advantage of them. 
Having thus lost his old Acquaintance, he became 
connected with a woman of the town, who taught 
him the following singular method of robbery. In ^ 
their excursions through the streetts, the woman 
went a little before Oaky, and when she observed a 
lady walking near where a coach was turning, she 
used to catch her in her arms, crying, " Take 
care, madam, you will be run over j*' and i» the 
mterim. Oaky was certain to cut off her pocket. 
But this way of life did not last long, tor this 
abandoned woman soon after died, in consequence 
of some bruises she received from a fellow sh9 had 
ill-treated ; and, on her death, Oaky followed the 
practice'of snatching off pockets without a partner, 
and became one of the most dexterous in his profes- 
sion. Not long after this, he became acquainted 
with several housebreakers, who persuaded him to 
follow their course of life, as more profitable than 
stealing of pockets. In the Hrst attempt, they were 
successful I but the second^ in which two others 
were concerned with him, was the breaking open a 
shop in the Borough, from , whence they stole a 
quantity of callimancoes ; for which (Sffence, Oaky 
was apprehended ; on which, he impeached his ac- 
complices, 



compKc^f one of whom was hanged and the other 
trapsported^ on his evidence. Deterred from the • 
thovghts of botise>bTeaktng by this adventure, be 
returned for awhile to hit old emplovmenti and 
then beeame acquainted with a man called Will the 
Smhi^ when their plan of robbery: was this : Will* . 
ftho.wore a swordy used to affront persons in the 
streetst and provoke them till they stripped to light 
with him i and then Oaky used to decamp with 
their dothes. However these associates in iniquity 
soon quarrelled and parted s and Qaky» who by 
this time was an accomplished thief, entered into 
Jonathan Wikl's gang r among whom were John 
JLevee, Matthew Fliood, and Blueskin* These 
men were for some time ,the terror of travellers near. 
London* Among. other atrocious robberiesi they 
stopped a coach between Camberwell and London* 
in which were five men and a woman. The men 
said they would deliver their money, but begged 
they would not search, as the lady was with cS\4» 
Blueskin, holding a hat, received the money the 
passengers pu^ into it, which appeared to be a con* , 
siderable sum, but, on examination, it wias found 
to be chiefly halfpence. The gapg suspected that . 
, Blueskin had defrauded them, as it was no|/^he first 
time he had cheated his fellow-thieves s but they 
were greatly mortified, that they had neglected to 
search the coach, when they afterwards learnt that't 
there were three hundred pounds in it. Some time 
after this, .Qaky, Levee, Flood, and Blueskin, 
stopped colonel Cope and Mr. Youi^, in a car- 
riage, on their return from Hampstead, and robbed 
thm of their watches, rings, and money. Infer* 
matron of this robbery was sent to Jonathan Wild» 
who caused the parties to be apprehended} and. 
2 Blueskin 
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BltMikhi beiifg' admitted an eridbticeytbey ivive 
tried,' convicted, sentenced, and ordered foreae* 
catSofi> After conviction, their behai^ioar vras ta* 
cteding)^ proper for persons in tMr caramifott»id«- 
taati6n.' Oaky naid that what gate hita^ibor* 
canceVh than aH1ii« otber^affencifl was> th« feyuMliiijf . 
a will, that hi ftfund with some money anii^ Hiig» 
ii» a podbet w|ii«h he had <!«t from a lady*^ te'dei a 
circamstatfce whkhpMv)r4 highly detrimefieal> to 
the o#ner. K« and hi^-aeeomphc^s ^ufTered at Ty* 
b>ini, «rr the S^h «f PebMaty, i^aa. See BlVS- 

SKIW.' •;..., ; - » 

<»'CoiaLey, ja*; «ii*a paveV; (raAi. 

TOR,) who; with ArHiafr CTCoiiQerr, Johii BfOiMy 
J9»hn> Alleni and Jeremiah -Lehty, was tried at 
Maidistmie, ' Mtiy iiy y7^9,> on the charge of high 
tveatorf. The indktment wa& read by Mfi Kinapp» 
v4o<aftenward» stated thechargeli it contained in a 
sanKiiXBry manner.- He said there were three distinct 
spi^f)^ if treason charged* in- the mdicttnent, and ' 
sevth 0vert acts. The first treason was,' conopassing 
and l«nagin<«g the de^tti of the king ; the «econd« 
aMieriiig t« his eatmfes^ the third, coalpassing and 
imagining, 'inventing, devising, and intending, to 
move |nftstir certain foreigners and strangers, that 
isMo say, the perWns exercising the powers of go- ' 
vemment' in France, to invade this kingdom. The ' 
fifst overt act was,- conspmrig to fcvy war at- Mar* 
gat«, in tki codn^ of Keat; the second- overt aet» 
sQrtdmg intell$gen<5e to the enemy i the'other bv%rt 
acta were attempts io- hwe vessels, and to feave tte 
kingdom. The trial laSttWfor two dtys. A pocket^ 
bock lAid been fbun^ in O'0oigfcy*s gieatcoat, in 
wAich waa a paper addre!teed to the £xrctitiv« 
Diwtttry of Frauce^ from the $edrct€oilimiAee of- * 
* . England. 



Sogland* 0*Coiglcy, in hk 4efcna» iildf«si«i 
Uk jury as folk)w»» . - 

/,• *.Mt is iinp0»ible for ne to prove a negative ; 
bvtit is a duty I oiiire |o you^ and to inyself» so- 
.kmnly to .decUre» that .1 never was the beaier of 
^ny me^^ge or fHipcr of this kind to France iu the 
icqnfm of my life. That paper i» not mine :. it no- 
<Wfit bel0iiged tO: me, It statesi tliat it was to he 
^carried by the bearer ([>f^hf last: this is somethiug 
nhicbi night have bef^n piovedi but it is impoaaibk 
.forme to prove the nega^ve. Tbei^e is also in this 
•|>aiper an ajlusioo to secret committees and political 
societies. I declare that I never attended any poli- 
• tical society whatever. .- With these con^iderattonst 
I consign my life ta. your justice j not doubting 
but that 'you will Conduct yourselves as English 
jurymen «ver .do, and that your verdict ^iil be such 
.as shall reieeive the approbation of your own cou* 
.fcienoe^ yout country, and your God.** 

,: Tbejufy, after about half anhour^s coipsidera- 
tion» found O'Coigley Guilty, and acquitted the 
. Rst. Mr. justice BuUery in an adUress to O'Coigley, 
.which be read from a written paper, previous to hjs 
passing the sentence, observed—*" That he bad 
been dearly convicted of the most atrocious crime 
which could be committed in any country-— that of 
meditating the destruction of a sovereign who was 
one «f the best» the most just, upright^ and amia- 
ble of princes that ever graced a throne $ end he 
could not conceive, what were the motives which 
conld . actuate apy nan even to wish for the death 
of such, who had ever been the father of his 
people. The. pciaQOcr. was, also, foupd guilty of 
/ Q a . conspiring 
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oonspiHag ^ to overturn the constitution of tktie 
Jungdomi} a constttutiony which, from the expe- 
riment of vears, had been found to be the beat cal« 
cukted or any that ever ejosted in the world» to 
insure the liberty, security, and happiness, of the 
people who lived under St. These atrocious crimes 
became still greater from the manner in which they 
had intended to be perpetrated— that of inviting « 
foreij;n enemy to come and invade and conqults 
these countries. Those people who had thought 
•«uch an event a desirable one, oughfc to think seri- 
ously what the consequences of it would be,, pro- 
vided it was possible to be aocompHshed . Bid they 
suppose, that, desperate as their present situation 
.might be, their condition would be bettered by 
having their country put into the possession of peo- 
ple who were holduig out the deliMive hopes of 
what they called liberty to other naiSom ? could 
•«uch persons hope that they themselves should enjoy 
liberty, even supposing thie conquerors to have en- 
joyed as free a constitution as any in the world ? 
no—^hey vvould become suspected, be despised, 
and destroyed, by them. A celebrated writtfr 
.(Montesquieu) very justly observed upon this sob. 
ject, that a country conquered by a democratic na* 
tion always enjoyed less liberty, was more misery- 
ble, and more enslaved, than if that country hap- 
pened to have been conquered by a nation whose 
government was monarchial. But if there were any 
illustration of this observation wanting, we had 
only to look to the conduct of the Frenjch at this 
moment towards Holland, Italy, Switxerland, and 
every other country they had conquered. His lord- 
ship believed that the priboner might have been 
aOhiated by motives siimlar to tboee which uscH 

formerly 
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formerly to indiice many people to think tbatth^ 
killing of men of adi^erejitreligiou. would give 
thein a claiixv to caDomzatioQ. ; Bat though the 
motives might be similar, the subjects conoect«dL 
with them- wcMTf veiv different* In the present ttnie% 
he- did not believe uiat any person entertained sudk 
jKntiments about religion. On the contrary, he 
was sovry to £nd tha^- region wa^ too much negw 
lected, andrthat the peace ^nd tfanquiUity of num- 
bers of people were fiestroyed in consequence of hav- 
ing lost all belief in a Providence* and abandoned 
9\l hopes iof a future state. He Was afraid that the 
.prisoner hi^d been infected with this infidelity, and 
pf he were»he> the judge, prayed that the Almighty 
Gody in his infinite mercy and goodness, would 
change his heart, and cause him to repent of his 
-atos/* His lord>hip then, in a solemn and awfitl 
manner! . parsed the following sentence. « That 
.th(^ prisoner be ta)cen from the bar to piisoa, and 
fiQm thence to thep^ace of execution $ there to be 
jianecdf but not until he be dead $ to be cut down 
while yet alive, and then to have his heart atjd bow- 
els taken out and burnt before his facet his head 
to be severed from his body, and his body to bp 
divided into four quarters/* Mr. 0*Coigley lis- 
tened to this address and sentence with attention* 
but .at tlie same -time wjth the greatest coolness, 
^e bowed his head when the judge concluded i hia 
countei99mce expressing at onoe resignation and 
^rmness* On. Wednesday, June 6, 17989 b^ween 
^urand five in the afternoon, he received the infor* 
mation that he was to<lie the next day, without appa- 
rent emotion. He spent the^evening very Calmly. Hk 
had bu^ one thing* he i»aid,on his^mind which ere* 
ated any anxiety j tluit was, an apprcheusimi that 
<L3 ■ *l« 
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iie might be inttrepretented after bis dtatli. lie 
was anxious to be raithfuUjr reported » and tbativas 
^ he wanted. On Thorsdavy at a quarter past 
ckven o'clock^ be left the goal. He was dressed all 
in black, his hair was cropped and oowdered, hia 
ebirt-coUar open, and be wore no neck- cloth. Hia 
elbows were tied behind with ropes, and orer bis 
•boulders was the rope with which he was executed. 
•He stepped into the hurdle, and, on his sittin|^ 
down» a chain was put round his waist to fasteik 
bim. The executioner sat opposite to him. He had 
nothine on his head. He continued all the way 
earnestly reading a prayer-book. Mr. Watson, the 
goaler, followed the burdle« which was surrounded 
by abore two hundred of the Maidstone Voton* 
tcers. The deputy-sheriff and the Rev* Mr. 'Grif^ 
£ths followed. The whole was preceded by abotit 
twenty javeltn-men. The hurdle was drawn up 
closie in front of th6 gallows, onPenningdon-heatb» 
and the horses were taken out. The military ^rmed 
a small square. The prisoner being unchained; he 
rose up^ and stood in the hurdle, and read two 
pravers, one of them aloud in Latin* He then 
took out of his pocket an orange, and also a 
penknife ; but being unable to cut the orangey from 
ilis hands bemg bound, he gave it to a friend, whom 
he beckoned to come near him, sayings ** Open 
Ibis orange with my penknife i it has been said» 
they wouki not trust me with a penkntfey lest I 
shouki cut my throat ; but they little knew that I 
frould not deprive myself of the glory of dying in 
this way.*' He desired his friend to keep the pen^ 
knife for his sake* and to hold the orangey several 
pieces of which he ate. After finishing his devo- 
^ns| tha dergyoian gave him abiolution, to wboi* 

ha 
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he retvirned tlie prayer-book ; smd, Iriivtng alcend* 
cd the platfortnfy he took farewel of the goaier|-. 
thatikfng him for the hiiny tivUitfes be had showa 
hill). On hu behig tied up to the galloitSi he mad^ 
the fbllowing speech. 

' -« I shall only here solemnly deckirei thai I 
am innocent of the charge for which I stHFeti 
.1 never was in my life the bearer of aity letter; df 
other' paper or message^ printed, wriftenj A^Vtr- 
bal, to the Drrectory of Prince, no^ to tiny perloil 
on their behalf; neither wasleverti'mel^ber oi^ 
the London Corresponding -Sodety,- or of any p^t 
political ftocietv in Gneat Britiiin ; nor 'did I ever 
attend any of their meetings,' public or prime— set 
help me God ! I kbow not whether I shafV be he- 
tieved here in wba^ I say, but 1 am sure I shall be 
believied in the world to come* > It can scarcely be 
supposed, that one like me, in this situations going 
to eternity, before the most .awful tribunal, would 
dSe with a falsehood in hismonth ; and I do dtclare, 
by thi hopes I confidently feel of salvation and hapt 
pmess' in -z future state, that my life is falsely and 
malicioiisly taken away by corrupt and base petjury 
and. subornation of perjury, in some cases proceed'* 
ing from mists^ke, no doubt, but in others frcfm 
design. Almighty God ; forgive all my enemies ! 
I beg 6f you to pray that God will grarit nife grieie^ 
•*^for I have many sins to answer for ; but they are' 
the sins of my private life, and not the charge for 
which I now die. (Raising bis tmce) Lord! have 
mercy on me, and receive-my soul 1" 

A white nightcap was now drawn over his f<ice, 
and he made a signal by dropping a handkerchief. 
The board was then let doTni# as at Newgate> and' 

he 
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ONEBY, JOHN» (MpRi»Bittit) was ^e ion 
of an eminent attorney* at fiarnweU» in Leicester- 
. shire, and bocn in the year 1677. At -first he was 
intended for the Uir* but hU father having married 
the nelce of Sir Nathan Wright who was appoint- 
ed lord keeper of theigceat seal, be applied, to hitfiy 
earnestly solicftmg thatihe would exert his influeti«e 
in favour of hU fion«\ At bis request Sir Nathan 
promoted him to.be hrts.tfaiabearer* no invaluable 
place; but greatly inferior to what the yoong^ 
gentlet|ian*a ambition had taught him to aspire tA» 
Hpweycin he kept this place some time, in expeota* 
tlbn of preferments but failing in his views ef 
promotioo, bought a commission/in the army. He 
served under the Duke of Marlborough ia several 
campfligos in Flanden,' and was promoted in the 
> arm^ as the. reward of> hia m^iilary merit.. • While 
.in winter quarteisat Bruger^ at the dose of «ae 
of these campaign^ he had a quaitel'witH another 
officer, which occasioned, a duel, and Oneby having 
killed his antagonist, ..1IM1& brought to tiial before 
a court-mactialy • who raoqustted him of the murder. 
Soon afterward the *« regiment was ordered to 
Jamaica^ and .Mr^ Qnebv want with it; during his 
residence at Port Royal hb fought another dutl 
ivith a brotfaer*oflicer, wh^he wounded in so ^n- 
gerous a manner that he expired after an illness- of 
aeveral months $ but as he did not instantly die, no 
.farther notice was taken of the affair. The rank 
of major in a regiment of dragoons had been con- 
ferred on Mr. Oneby, /jn consequence -of his servi- 
ces ;;..b)Ut. on the peace, of. .Utrecht he returned lo 
£nglancl, and was reduced to half.pay. Repairing 
to London, he frequented the,gamine;-houses, and 
became so compleat a gambler that he commonly 
Carried cards and dic« in his pockeu. Having 
- . . ' Men 
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fallen into company with some gentlemen at a cof*. 
fee house in Covent Garden, they all adjourned to 
the elastic tavern in Driiry-Laue,^ where they went 
to'cardsv, Mr. Hawkins, who was one of the com- 
pany, having declined plaving, Mr. Rich asked If 
any one woult\ set him tnree half-crowns. The 
bet was' apparently accejifed by Mr. Gower, who, 
in ridicule,, laic^ down three halfpence. On this 
major Ooeby abused Gower, and threw a bottle at 
him : and, ' in retu/n, Gower threw a glass at the 
other.' Swords were immediately drawn on both 
sides i but Mr. Rich interposing, the parties were 
apparently reconciled, and sat down to their former 
diversion. Gowec seemed inclined to compromise 
the difference, saying that he was willing to ad- 
jifst the affair, though the major had been the ag- 
gressor. In answer to this, Oneby declared, he 
ivould hanfe bis bloody and said to Mr. Hawkins 
that the mischief had been occasioned by him. 
Hawkins replied, that ** he was ready to answer if 
he had any thing to say:** to which Oneby said, 
I have another chap first.*** Mr. Hawkins left the 
company about thr^e o^'clock in the morning j soon 
after which Mr. Oneby arose, and said to Govycr^ 
«* Harkee, young gentleman, a word with you i" 
on which they retired to another room, and shut . 
the door. A clashing of swords, being heard by 
the company, 'the waiter broke open the door, and 
ori their entran<*e they found. Oneby holding Gower 
with his* left hand, having his sword In the right s 
aiid Mr. Gower^k- sword laid on the floor. Before 
the company. co4ld part the combatants, Gower 
dropped to the ground ; bu.t it was not imagined . 
that he hud beeii wounded, tilt bfood was observed 
streaming through his waistcoat. On this one of 
the company said to the major, that he was appre- 

bensivff 
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bensivc lie bad killed Mr. Gower | bat tbe other 
replied^ *' No, I might have done it if I would s 
but I have oiily frigntened hira $ but supposing I 
h^ve killed him, I know what is to be done in these 
affairs ; if I have killed him to nightf in the heat 
of passion, I have tbe law on my side s but if I had 
done it at any other timc> it would have looked 
like a set meeting, and not a rencontre/* A sur* 
geon of eminence having examined Mr. Gower^s 
wounds, it was found tnat the sword of his an- 
tagonist had passed through ^ the intestines, of 
which wound he died the following day i on which 
Mr. Ooeby was apprehended, and lodged in New- 
gate. The circumstances above-mentioned were 
stated on his trial ; but sgme doubts arising in the 
minds of the jury, they brought in a special verdict* 
for the decision of the twelve judges. Mr. Oneby 
having remained in Newgate two years, and the 
judges tiot having tnet to give their opinion, he 
became impatient of longer confinement, and' there- 
fore moved the court of King s- Bench that counsel 
' might be hear<!f on his case. The prisoner was 
therefore carried into court, by virtue of a writ of 
habeas corpus; and the record of the special verdict 
being read, the reverend bench, with great hu- 
manity, assigned him two counsel, a solicitor, and 
a clerk in court. Lord chief justice Raymond, . 
and three other judges, presided a few days after- 
wards, when the major being again brought up, 
his counsel,. as well as those for the crown, were 
heard ; after which the lord chief justice declared 
that he would take an opportunity of having the 
opinion of the other judges ^ and then the prisoner 
should be informed of fne event. The major, on 
his return to Nevrgate, gave a handsome dinner, at 
the Crown and Anchgr tavern, in the Strand, to 

the 



the person- who had thf custo^/ of hiip, ai^d acf;^ 
ing to be In high spirits on account of the ingcni* 
ous arguments used by bis coun^l, entertained 
! little doubt of his being discharged, and said h« 
would spend the rest of his life in a pilitary capa.« 
city. After a considerable time the judges assein« 
bled at Serjeants' -inn Hall, to bring the matter to tL 
decision. Counsel were heard again on both sides* 
and the pleadings lasted a whole day, during 
which the major was carousing with his friends in 
Newgate, and boasting of ''the certainty of. his 
escape, as he had only acted in conformity with 
"the character of a man of honour. In the midst 
of these delusive expectations, a gentleman called 
.and told him that eleven of the judg^ had decreed 
against himj which greatly alarmed him. Sooo 
after the keeper of Newgate told him he must 
double iron him, to prevent hii making his escape } 
and that he must be removed to a safer places 
unless he would pay for a man, to attend hfm in 
his room. Oneby was shocked at this news ; and 
having written, several letters to the judges, and 
other persons of distinction, to which he received 
DO answer, he began to be apprehensive that the 
most serious consequences would result from the 
crime of which he bad been guilty. The man 
appointed to attend the major in his room was one 
John Hooper, who. was afterwards executioner^ a 
fellow of remarkable drollery* but of such a for- 
bidding conntenance, that when Oneby first savv 
himi h^ exclaimed} " What the devil do you bring 
this fellow here for ? Whenever 1 look at him t 
shall think of being hanged."* Hooper, however, 
Py a knack of telling stories, soon made himself a 
very agreeable companion to the major. At 
iength the jadges assembled again at Serjeants*- 
^OL* II. A ini^ 



tfintfafl, Mi hvr^n^ declared their obitoions'to each 
other, the counsel for the prosecution demanded 
'that their lordships Wbuld .pi'oce'ed to judKem'en1(. 
^he sense of the bench was accordingly deKvered 
1^0 Mr. Oneby by lord Hayihond, who sald^'that it 
%as the linanimous opinion of the judges: th^t h'e 
Ihad been guilty of 'murder : and th^t his'declarihk 
lie would bave ibe blood of Gower, hzUl great 
^•weight iri his disfavour. To this the major soleihnlV 
*4lcclared.that'h'eTiad ne\^er ipoken'such wbWs; ihd 
'pegged the interposition of the jud^^eswitH bfs ma- 
jesty for a pariion. 'Lord Raymond told him it was Ih 
Vain'fbr him to d^ny the wot ds, 'as they were returtleli 
pn the special verdict: and that the judges coutd no^t 
interfere by an application to the 'king; but tha't 
%t must seek another channel thr6ugh*which to &0IT- 
•cil the royal merCy. A ftw days after this, 
judgment of death Was jpass^d 'against him; anft 
'he was ordered to be 'executed. His friends inH 
'^relations exerted all there in£nehc'e to procure hith 
!a pardon; but their intercessioiSs proved hi vaih. 
iFor a while he flattered himself that his gainblfn^ 
'companions would intercede in his favour, and he 
|it)ade applfcatio^ to them accordingly : but norie 
*of theni interested themselves in any " degree to sefvV 
[him. While the inajor was in confinement ah 
1k"uth'6r waited on him> and tolclhim that a phamj»h'-. 
*let was written in his disfavour ; but that he WoiiW 
*^x^rt his best ehd^avonrs to put a. stop to the 
Vublicaticm. It was suppok,d . that the auihor*s 
. vieW Was to have learnt boiiiething from the majdr 
4hat might be inserted in, the "phainphler ;. bdt 
•failing to obtain any materials by these means, the 
%d(fk made its appearance in a few days. ThU 
Vitcumstance «o en raged Oneby, that he said" 'I 
."Vodd-dSt willirig4y, *if X cofaW^dfily get an opooN 

■ 'tunity 



t^i^ity of being xcvenged oq tiliat rascallyt ragged 
aiithoci** and h^ actually sept for htqij ^vefal- 
tuxie^, with a, view tabav^ gi^.^^. ^^ a/dru)}l>ipg x 
hut the Writer bad more sagacity ths^ to acce^t^ 
kis, invitation. On the ^f^rji^y priqceding the day' 
be was ordered for execution^ (1739) s^ i^dtrr. 
taker > wtmt to Newgate, and delivered hltn thft^ 
following letter,, ^.ing tb^t % woul^i; vi^ait ^\9%. 
for an answ^ :-T* 

f * $onpufed S^ ' 

** This is to inform you tjbat t fyliovf the busi- 
^c n^ss of an undertak^erv in XVuryrJ^ne* where IJ 
". have lived many yea,rs» and am^ well Ibnown ^o 
*^ several of your friend^. As you are to die' o«^ 
^* Monday > sti^d have not^ as I supj^o^^ spoke ui, 
*\ any body else abput you^ fyp^j^ft if your hpnaijt;^. 
*<^ shall tbinl^ (it to giy^ yo^ 9^4^^p 1 ^^'1* ^^.^^9^% 
M it as cheap, a;?d m. as ct cent a, manijer, a^. 
** sujy maj^aUve« Vour honour s unknown 

humble servant G. H. 

The majpr had no. ^ooner read this letter, than he^ 
flew into, a violent p^^ioi^ \ ^hich being maae^ 
known to the undertaker,/ b^: thought proper to^ 
djccamp without waiting for hlis otder^. Thi^rc, 
l^ing now no.hope 9f pardon^ this unhappy roan fa^ad^ 
recourse to a dreadful metho^ of evading theigi^Q' 
natny of the gallows, ph this very night (Satiirda; "^ 
he went tp bed at ten o.^clock, and having slept i; 
four o^clock on Sunday naoruing, he asked £br a glasfi 
«^ brandy ^n4 water, an^ p^n,mk, and piper; ^^4i 
setting up in the bed, wro^ tfaie foUowiijig note.' . 

" Cousin Turvjjjl,' ' 

** Give Mr. Ajfccrinun^ tie tyjnlf^ J'^vr staijr^ 

hfiii aguine^l ar^Jack, wbj9 vfaiu in my rooni,' 

ave sj^l^s^s. fbe paoc djvib have bad 1^ gr^ai 

dfai. 9^ ^?|ub^f wi^b n^ «i#^.> ljft^« teen b5tt.; ! 

k a ' "'■' Jiavrng 
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' Having <IeUreed this note io bis attendant,, be 
begged to be left to his rep^e, that he might be 
£t Tor the reception of some friends who were to 
<fall on hifn. He was accordingly left, aiid a 
ffentleman coming into his apartment about seven 
o^cIock, and the major's footman with him, he 
called out to the latter, " Who is that, Philip ?'• 
Which werethe last words he was heard to speak. 
The gentleman approaching the bed-sidcj found 
be had cut a deep wound in his vnht with a pen- 
knife, and was drenched in blood. A surgeon was 
instantly sent for, but he was dead before his arrival. 

ORTON, SAMUEi, (forger) was a native 
of London. During his infancy his father died, 
leaving his mother in possession of a handsome 
fortune. She was a profestant dissenter, and placed 
ber son under the care of a dissenting minister, at 
whose academy he made sohfie progress in several 
branches of learning. Having discovered a very' 
strong inclination for trade, he was apprenticed to 
d reputable dealer in London, to ^bom he proved a 
faithful- and industrious servant. Upon the expi« 
tation of his apprenticeship, he purchased the place 
of clerk to the court of Requests in the borough of 
^uthwark, which produced an income of about 
three hundred pounds a year. He soon afterwards 
embarked in the wine trade, which he successfully 
pursued some years $ and, being generally . consi- 
dered as a man of large property, many petsons, 
^ho supported their credit by the circulation of 
notes of hand and bills "of exchange, applied for hia 
indorsements, knowing that his name would give 
their paper currency ; aiid he was so* imprudent as 
to make himself liable to the payment of fourteen 
hundred pounds. The persons with whom be had 
thus engaged teing^ declared bankrupts, he became 
<- • ' answerable 



tmswcrabk to ^hc ^9)4^^, 9^ ^hc p^tes. Hfiy49 j 
debts of hU Qv«n to the arpoun^p of i^ji^e bmidr^^ 
pounds, and tb^ nqtef &r fonrtecn nun4i:e^ tq ^; 
iih«rg« within ^ fortnight, l^^ formed the resoluttoi^ 
9f ccHnoDilttmgforgffryi.' 4 friend^j^J'p b^ci }(oi^^ 3ul>- 
«i»ted betweei) hi(« 4?d s^ papt $isbop/'wbo, upon 
leaying England, bad intrusted j^im Vrifh a Jet|fi' of 
attorney* autborizmg hinqj t<> i€Ct|ive hispay'iui 
dividend of Ban|^-»to^. He gorged two letteri^ o ' 
attorney, by means of whiql) ^e received a tjiqu^anc 
pounds at the fia«dc. It mi^t bf; observe^/ that 
kis intention wf^% s^qt ultimately to defraijd thfi 
captain, but mptely to support his cfe^itj til^ 
remittances from ^is corrf^pofidents shQq|(l enable 
him to replace the money $ and l^e ^^ttered (limsei^ 
\n the opif^iqn, that ifj rtfAHg^ ^JHRPpinfipSBtft 
be should be unable tP restofe ^he pi^peirtv be^V^ 
the captain's returnt he wqt){4 rpa^lily efQuse ht^ 
conduct. Captain Bishop, being at Port^mou^h In 
August, ijSAt wrqip to \lr- ^rton,' rpfqijft^vng; 
chat his »bip was coming round tq Wpolwicb, ^n^ 
that be wa» desirous qf an interview as ^on a| 
}i6ssible J^fter his arrival. He wrpte the captain, 
word, that he would cer|ainly me^t bim at V^opf- 
wich i and, having some fou^inpss to ifegotiate ac 
Yarmouth, he set out qn liorse-bacj^ for tb^t plape. 
Qn his return to X«qQd9n, bp.l^ft bjs ^orse at an inn 
near Charing 'pross> i^nd ^pn^ into St. Jaoifss** 
park, where he accidentjilly ip^t captaii^ Bisi)9p^ 
wbo^e ship had arriyed at VypqlwicQ ^n the pre- 
ceding 'day. T)iey supped' tpgetber at the BclJ 
Savage on LudgaterhiU i apd the n<;xt day Mr. 
Orton dined with t|ie Papt^ip on i^oard his ^hip at 
Woolwich. Before Ic^vipg >yoolwich, hq infpi^d- 
ed to inform the ppt^in ot tfisconducti^ithregar^ 
tq the moaey hs: |ia4 riBce|vf4 at the ganjc : ^%Ut 
1^ 3 ' declmed 



declined introdactng the subject, ut>oii hm\ng 
that the captain meant to rema'm at Woolwich tiS 
h'n ship was cleared, which he expected would 
Slot be in less than a week. He now went a second , 
time to Yarmouth, and on hi^ return in four days, 
lie found a letter at his house from captain Bishop, 
signifying, that, having receired his pay, he had 
snore money by him than he had occasion for $ and 
therefore desired Mr. Orton to meet him at the 
Bell Savage, and receive a fum in order to dispose 
of it in such a manner* as he should judge would 
prove most advantageous. T*hey met according to 
appointment i and Mr. Orton was about to men- 
tion the forged letters of attorney, when the captain 
laid he was under the necessity of immediately 
attending admiral Knowles ? and they parted with 
every appearance of friendship, mutually promi* 
«ne to meet the following evening. The next 
nignt he had not been in the house where he had 
appointed to meet captain Bishop more than half an 
hour, when he was arrested for two hundred pounds 
at the suit of the captain, and immediately conducted * 
to a spunging-house. He was the next day examin- 
ed in the presence of some of the directors of the 
Bank, and committed to Newgate in order for 
trial. The violent agitation of spirits which this 
unfortunate man experienced, when be was charged 
' with the commission of forgery, xwill not admit of 
destriptiori. Being brought to trial, his guiltVaa 
proved by indisputable evidence 5 and be received 
the sentence of the law. While in Newgate, his 
behaviour was perfectly consistent with bis unhappy 
circumstances. He was conveyed to the place of 
execution in a mourning coach; and after he had 
employed some time in devout prayer, the sen- 
tence of the law was put iri fbrce^ and his body 
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Was delivered to hi^ friends. He suffered at Ty 
burn, pnthc 14th of January, i767« 



* PAGE, WILLIAM, (highwayman) wa^ 
the son of a farmer at Hampton, and being a boy 
of promising parts, was sent to London to the care 
of his cousin, who was a harberdasher, and who sent ' 
him to school, where he soon distinguished himself, 
not only at games, but in all the arts of defraud, 
dn his leaving school his relation empioyed him in 
his shop 5 but he greatly neglected his business to 
attend the arts of drew, H» was such a- con- 
summate coTLComb, that he was perpetually employ- 
ing taylors to alter his cloaths to any new fashion 
he had seen. This being observed by his kinsman, 
be directed the taylors in the neight>Qurhood not to 

. receive his orders. Thus disappointed, Page pro^ 
cured a dark lantern, which he secreted under his 
bed, and, when all the family were asleep, he used 
to alter his cloaths, to make them resemble the 

* fashions then prevailing. His relation observing 
his vanity, abridged him of those pecuniary 
allowances he had hitherto granted him 5 which 
tempted .William to rob the till 5 and the first 
oifencc he committed of .this kind was, to dischargt 
a pretended debt for which a woman with whom 
he was acquainted had been arrested by a fellow 
who was connected with her. This robbery was 
not discovered for some days; and when it was, 
all the servants wtre taxed with it, though Page 
was least suspected j and on his steady denial of it, 
the matter was suffered to rest for the present, 
tliough th^ mpney • missing was. above fifteen 
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IwiiodU. The ktsifno* bowevqrf wHb a r^ t^ 
discovrr the tb^* o^ar^^, >cvf n4 (»VMP^^?^ whic^ 
he put into the till } and they weie soon afterwards 
taken out by Page. The monejr being naissedy 
tbe master went to the ^amber ot each senrant at 
night* and at^ length found it in Pagers pocket s 
the consequence of whic)i was, t\^^t be was turned 
#ut of the house ipqniedtately. Thus distressed* he 
fepaifcd to his feniaJe ^oquaintsuife, who seemed 
ready to rcceiye him with car^^sj b^t underr 
standing what had happened, s|ie caused her bullies 
to drive him from the h9u^> ^Fclajpiing that 
*< it was no receptacle for thieves : mid ^hat she 
would not run the rislf; of having her {odgings 
searched for such a wretch.'* T^w fepulspd where 
he had the greatest expect^tjop of sbelter and pror 
tection* he wandered the streets for some hour^^ 
irresolute hovy to dispose of himself. Ou the foU 
lowing day he went to Greenwich ; but bein^ 
totally destitute of ipopeyi ap$l almost starving, he 
re4olved to write to bis relation} to beg pardon 
for past faults. Having pawi)ed two handkerchiefs^ 
he purchased ^me provisiop, and th^n wrote, the 
letter* which he carried to Londqn. This letter so 
affected the Kinsman* that be wrote him ai| 
answer* and sept him a gt|inea fpr present supply: 
butt to shew hi^ |L|ptestation pf the crime* intimated 
that he would pro^eci^te bin) for the robbery* if he 
presumed to make ^ second application. On 
receipt of the mqney* Page excUimed, « I shal) 
npt ^arve yetl" but such ^as hi$ improvidence^ 
that he iinmedi?tely went to the vile woman with 
whom he had b^n connected, and by the next (day 
the guioea was spent : however* she pfevailed oil 
\^m to yrrite to his rejation for a fresl^ ^upply : biit 
vhO| in CQAfcquj^Ace of this palpable proof of big 

extravagance^ 
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^xtravagarrcy refused him all father assistance.-^ 
'Thus reduced, he went to his father; but his 
relative having written an account of his iiregutar 
conduct, the father insisted on his leaving the 
house immediately, or he would have him taken 
into costody as a vagabond. Hereupon he travel- 
led a few miles to another relation, who cloathed 
him, gave him money, and advised him to go 
to London, and seek a service ; but, conscious of his 
-want of character, he went to York, where he gttt 
connected with a company of strolling players. 
He performed alternately Polydore and Castalio, 
and being almost beardless, represented some 
female parts without censure. Soon afterwards, he 
attempted the part of Cato^ but being quite 
drunk, he fell speechless on the sta?e« while re- 
peating the famous soliloquy | and oeing carried 
off by the actors, he could never recover his credit 
with the audience, and was dismissed the company. 
From York he went to Scarborough, intending ta 
have joined with a theatrical band at that place, 
but there was« no vacancy to admit of his services. 
Thus disappointed, he repaired to a gaming table, 
where he employed a few guineas, which he had 
brought from York, and won twd hundred ;' but, 
by a pursuit of the game, he soon lost all his 
money. Thus distressed, a gentleman offered to 
take him to London, in the character of a livery- 
servant. Pa^e hesitated for some time^ but his 
•necessity obliging him . to accept the offer, he put 
on the livery ^uite. When the gentleman and his 
new servant came near London, they were robbed 
by a highwayman $ and Page hearing of several 
exploits performed by the same man, within a few 
weeks, as he supposed, by the description of his 
dress, thence conceived the first idea of going oii 

• the 



the Higbway : but Iiq liyed abovo a yi^ vitb but, 
master after this* giving no reason to s^uspect his 
fidelity. When he quitted l^is, m^ster^ he recom-. 
mended h'lm tp. another ; buit an infectious disprdec 
obliged him. to q[uit his sqcond service, and seel; 
^ cure in a hospital. Qe then commenced bigti-. 
iprs^yoaani and his first escpedition was on the Kentish 
iX>ad i where meeting the Canterbury stage on 
^hooterVhillft be robbed th^ passengers of watches, 
and money to the amount or about thirty pounds* 
and then riding through great part of K^nt, ta 
ti^ke an qb^rvatio]> of the cross- roads* he returnedC 
to London. He now toolp lodgings neajr Grosve- 
Qor-square, and frequenting the billiard -tables,^ 
Vfon a little money, which, added to his formej^ 
stocki prevented his halving recourse to tlie high*, 
way again for a considerable time. Uowever, a 
gamier, m^re exp^i;t than himself, stripped him or 
all his mpney : hereupon he took to the road ; bu^ 
ipt some nights he did not obtain a single booty* 
At length he stppped a ppst-chais^ near Hampton- 
court, and robbed a gentlema^i, and lady of tex^ 
guineas and their watches ^ he took a valuable 
diamond ring from the geniktnan, which he ^ter« 
wards retufijed, on a reward of fifteen guln^ai^ 
being offered for it. ThU success encouraging hii^ 
to proceed in his depre^^^tion^, he bec^ime mpr«L 
bold, nnd hiivitig acquirtd about iod!, op the 
highway, he took lodging^i in LincoIi>*s-inn, passed 
as a stLideuc of the law, and became acquainted 
with several yovng gentliiinei] w[ia were pursuing 
their studlt^ii iii the a^mt place. He now learnt to. 
d^ncc^ and hivmg po^'^essed himself of apmQ 
modern liierary knowledge, by the help of circu-; 
lati ng librarits, iVequentEcl the asscmblks of Sun-- 
jsi«g hlUj Richmond J Haitipsteadi &:c- \yherc h5 
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^vns mui*h noticed by tht visitors. Ladies began to 
look on liiih with distinction. At £Campstead b% 
t*came acquainteti With a yolftig lady, who con- 
ceived a grSat affection for him 5 aild her father 
Vpprdvingliis addfe^^els, the Wedding-cloaths Werb 
1>otight9 and Other jJtepstrations made for the nup- 
'tiats, when the kdy*s father happening to go casa* 
•ally into the shop of Pagers relation, a sc^ne ensued 
'Which entirely dtsconc'erted the plan. The kinsman 
Remarking to an acqu^infanee, that lie had seeh 
Tage In a heed coat, 'the gentieihan was t'ehnpteil 
'to make k particular enquii'y; the result ofwnidh 
tras, that -he fodnd the new-hiadc beau to be .thfe 
>ery pa'rty ihat was to be married to His'daughtei: : 
Vrhereupon Page was fbrbid all father visits, to'thb 
'regret of the young lady, Who still coirsiciered hitfi 
as ^ m^n 6i dup<eribr accomplishments. By ^hfs 
^tittle he hfad'draWn, fYom his own observation, and 
fothis pHvate ute, a most curious map of the roadi 
'twenty miles round London ; and driving In X 
phaeton and pair, he w^s'not suspe(!ted for a hi^h- 
^ayVnan. In his eitcnrsious for robbery, he useJl 
|to df-ess in a laced or'cmbroidcfcd frbck, and Wekr 
'his hair tied 'bthirtd. "tVhcn at a di-itance from 
^ndon, he woiild tUrn ihto some unfr^quehttd 
'plaec, and having disguisccl 'himself in oth^r 
cloaths, With a gri2z!e or lihifk wig, knci 'tiitti 
^saddling dhe of his ho^^es, ride to the'malh.'road 
and commit a rolJbery. This dorVe, he hastened 
^ac'k ^o his cafriagej ■ resumed his 'fotrter dfess, 
^fid drb^'e'io London. He was ffetJbeVitly'c^iJtloh- 
'<d fo be on his guard against' a highWayttVan, whp 
might' ine^t and'iob him. <• No, 'nb, (said he) hfc 
'cann6t do'it a "second time, uVilesi he I'Obs liie of 
ttiy coat and shirt, for he has t^ken ah my money 
'already.'* Having robttedagcmWittan Mir Pufr- 

ney. 
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ntj, some peitoiis came op at die janctaie* and 
pursued htm fo closclj, that he was obliged to 
cross the Thames for hu securitjr- In the ioterim, 
several haymakers pasnug the 6e]d wheie Page's 
carriage was left, found and carried off his gay 
apparel i and the persons who had pursued him 
meeting them, charged them with being accom- 
plices in the robbery. A report of this affair being 
soon spready Page heard of it* and throwing his 
doaths into a well» went back almost naked, 
claimed the carriage as his own, and declared .that 
the men had stripped him» and thrown him into a 
ditch* All the parties now went before a justice 
of the peace; and the maker of the carriage 
appearing, and declaring that it was the proprrty 
or Mr. Page, the |x>or haymakers were committed 
for trial ; but obtained their liberty after the next 
assizes, as Page did not appear to prosecute. 
After this, he made no farther use of the phaeton as 
a disguise for bis robberies ; but it served him 
occasionally on parties of pleasure, which he some- 
times took with a girl whom he bad then in keep- 
ing. He was passionately fond of play, and his 
practice this way was attended with various turns 
of fortune. One night he went to the masquerade 
with only ten guineas, and won above 500!. and this 
money was no sooner in his possession, than a lady 
most magnificently dressed, made ^me advances to 
him, on which he put the most favourable construc- 
tion. After some conversation, she told him, thathtr 
mother was a widow« who would not admit of his 
visits s but that he might prevail on her attendant, 
whos^ husband was a reputable tradesman, to give 
them admission to his house. Page, who had 
repeatedly heard the other address her by the title 
Or <' My Ladyi** became very importunate with 
% the 



list good, woman to grant tfab favour. At length 
.all parties agreed : the servants were called ; Page 
banded the lady and her attendant into a coach, on 
vrbicl^was the coronet of a viscountess j two foot- 
men with flambeaux got behind the carriage, 
and the coachman was ordered to drive home; 
but whtn the carriage came into Pall-Mall^ fresh 
orders were given to proceed towards Temple-Bar. 
The fine lady engaged Page's attention to such a 
degree^ that he paid no regard whither they went. . 
At length the carriage stopped in an obscure street, 
at a house which looked like a shop, and tht par- 
ties went up stairs, but not before the lady had 
whispered one of the footmen (loud enough for 
Page to hear her) to acquaint htrr grace in the 
niornin^, that she did not return, lest she should 
disturb her, and therefore slept at Mrs. Price's.r— 
As it was late, or rather early, before they came 
from the masquerfide, and much time had been lost 
in the courtship, it was fo\ir o^clock in the after- 
noon before they aro^e, and even , night before a 
coach was called for their departure ; though the 
lady pretended, that her mother, the duchess, would 
be extremely uneasy on account of her absence.— ^ 
With great difficulty Page prevailed on the lady to 
admit of his attendance on. her part of the way 
borne 'f during which he promised every thuig that 
a lover could, and she answered him according tQ 
bis wishes* The coach stopping in Covent-Gar* 
den, the lady went into a chair : and our hero of- 
fering to pay the chairman, he said that he was al« 
xeady paid ) a circumstance that convinced Page of 
the disinterested disposition of this new acquaint- 
ance. Repairing npw to his lodgings, he reflected 
with pleasure on the happy prospects before him; 
9 bu( 
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but feeliOg for hu pocket-book, hr d!s(;6v^fdl Mt 
It wai lost, atid "with It the greatest part of Mt 
treasure. He now began t6 Suspect that the kdy^ 
of fashion was an impo'iitor : and When ske Yatled Yo 
^eet him on the fotloAViiig day, tigfeeabhe to ah 
'appointhien^ that she h^d made, he p^ceiiHed liifto* 
self robbed of ti^ hundred pounds, without a p^^- 
'ba'bility of recovering It; tor the ladyMd ^jeeh 
'tnasked all the time she was m his cdriipsihy; Tb^s 
'stripped of his ifl-iicquired pfopert/, he came to k 
^esdlilitioh to make the wtifnen pay for What* a #<»- 
miEih bad stolen ; knd taking the road to Bdfth, Ife 
robbed every carriiige in whidi'^iras a wtoman. ff 
men were in the coach, he said he tiad no demafnffs 
oh tbem, btu 'had a drarft for fiVe biindted poun^hi 
on the ladies. Finding, however, that the womeh 
were poi^ssed of 'little cash, he begkn to inak^lif^ 
idemands on the g^nfdenien, of 'whom he «6on coK 
^ectcd about one hundred and fifty pounds, which 
"he carried to'the mas^ut^rade, atld lost it all at thfe 
gaming- tabtc 5 Tic was ho 'sboner 'stiif^ed bf 'thh 
money, thah he determined to ^nfs^ge ih ttn in*, 
'trigiie.' Leaving tile gaMng*rooih, w? eWnced *rfth 
a Tatly, a'nil lh*e1i ^ttehded^ her to supper, ihft-infe 
which he said some tender things, which 'he pfe- 
>umeC-l ihight'tdnd to prbttidte an iftimcclikte tis^igrra \ 
Yiob 5 but he fdiind that the fady %*d no othet 
View 'thah th^t of marrmge, 'which was 'far'frofh 
l>eing disagtee^bte to him ks Ite was then 'sito'atedv 
An sippoinfmeat being agreed dn for the following 
^ay, he waited on the lady "at her house, anU-ibiml 
that she Was ^'wido^ oF con>idetaUle fd^tt/iie, -aiiA 
Will dbsccniled. As he had 'thfe art bt prOcttfinj^ 
liihiself to 'be ^ell spoken df'to her. she en'tcrtaihca 
•no doubt df his horioUr, <le itecortcd hereto f>*- 

biic 
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lie pl^es; and the expense of these, attendance^ 
i^itf. defrayed by his usual resource, the highway* 
jLfur on^ qf bi$ expeditions on the road, he was 
fsHloved to the inn whese he put up his horse, and 
%^lt^ taken into custody, was tried at Maidstone^ 
but acquitted because tpe party could not swear tq 
l^ift identity. This circumstance, however, put aq 
fnrl to his acquaintance with the lady. The road 
^ad the gajxiiBg* table became now his only places 
of resort } and what he got by pillage he generally 
lost by play. He frequented ^atb, Tunbridgci 
$c2Uboroc^b, and Newmarket ; and when it waf 
demanded if be was a man of fortune, the answer 
f eneraUy yva^« ^* He plays deep i*'* and no farther 
^uestioius were thought necessary. Pag^ now con* 
9ccted himself with an M sjcboolrfellpvv, nanie4 
Darwell, in conjonction with whom^ in the ^pac^ 
•f three years, he committed more that three nun- 
dred robberies. The money obtained by these de* 
predatidns was immediately divided ^ and if an]^ 
dis^te arose concerning a watch, or other article^ 
they tossed Up which fhould have it ; or if they 
appraised it, l^a&e paid Parweil the half of th^ 
f resumed yalue. In the mean tip^ie. Page soM the 
v^ehes to a J^^* ^l^o ^^^^ tbem to Holland, an4 
^aft^iither enquiries were made after them. Being; 
90vy seized wiib a violent illness, which proved very 
ex^nsivc, and the more so a$ he had a woman tq 
fAi>intain. He was so reduced, that, on his recovery* 
hf was obliged to secrete himself to prevent his be* 
mg aifi^ed j fo|^ this reason Darwell us^d to hir<; 
lior^esfor them both, and Page meeting him out of 
}«ondon, they committed sevecal robberies in comT 
pany. On Blackheath,^ Page robbed Captain 
f arrington^ qi Chislehurst, in Kent | which fob< 
a 4 ' bcry 
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bery was afferward!! positively sworn against 'one 
Douglas, by Captain Farrington*s postilion, wIm» 
likewise deposed, that a pistol was fired at biro.— • 
Douglas was brought to trial, and honourably ac* 
quitted, on his bringing the fullest proof that he 
v« as at a di.stant narjt at the time that the affair hap- 
pened. Soon after the commiscsion of this robbery, 
Pa£e heard that a distant relation in Scotland, who 
had promised to leave him hi;* fortune, was near 
ileath : on which he took shipping for thatconntryy 
but the vessel being cast away, he lost all hiseffectc 
but the clothes on his back ; and when he arrived 
in Scotland, his relation was dead, without having 
made any provision for him : on which he returned 
to London. Darwell and he now renewed their 
depredations on the highway, and, in the course of 
six weeksy committed between twenty and thirty 
robberies on the roads adjacent to London; and 
the booties obtained in some of them being consi^ 
durable. Page furnished himself with the gayest ap- 
parel, and laid by a sunt of money, for future con- 
tingencies. At length, after a long course of ini- 
quity,JusliteFielding received information, thatDar-^ 
well was on the Tunbridge-road : on which be sent 
out some people, who apprehended him near Seven- 
oaks, and bringing him before the magistrate, he 
begged to be admitted an evidence for the crown | 
this request being complied with, he gave an ample 
account of the robberies Committed by himself and 
page, particularly mentioning the inns on the road 
which the latter frequented, and the place where he 
usually hired his horses. Through this information 
page was apprehended at the Golden Lion near 
Hyde Park, when three loaded pistols were found 
4>a hlva, with powdery balls, a wig to disguise htm* 
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ctif, and the correct map of the roads round Lon^ 
don. He was accordingly sent tp Newgate, and 
an adyertisement inserted in the^papers, reque&ting 
such penons as had been robbed to attend his re- 
cacamination 9 but be denied all that was.alledged 
against kim> and 9 as he was disguised when he coip- 
-snitted ^ny robbery, no person co\iId identify iis 
person. Being remanded to Newgate, he remain^ 
there from July till February^ when he wa^ tried on 
suspicion of robbing Mr. Webb in Belfpnd-lane ; 
but acquitted i'or want of evidence. In the interin)» 
lie lived handsomely, ^nd supported a girl on what 
lie had saved by his fqriper wicked practices, Af- 
Jer this he was tried at Hertford, but a|;ain acquit- 
ted for want of evidence. From Hertiord he was 
jremoved to Maidstpne gapl, and being tried at I^q- 
cbestcr*, for robbing Captain Farrington> was capi- 
tally convicted, and received sentence of death.-^ 
After conviction, he acknowledged his guilt| averred 
that no pistol had been fired, as the postilion had 
asserted, and solemnly declared, if Pouglas haji 
been found guilty, he bad formed a resolution of 
surrendering himself to justice, and thereby ezcul- 
5iating that gcntjeman. H^ exerted himself in the 
most strenuous manner to procure a pardon j having 
written to a nobleman, and likewise to a gentiemafi 
with whom he bad Jived as a servapt, begging their 
ieterest that he might be $ent to America as a foot 
soldier: but his endeavouis proved fruitless, and h^ 
was ordtced for execution. He suffered ^t Mai4- > 
stone, on the 6th of April; 1758. 

PARKER, RICHARD, (mutinepr.) was 
descended from a respectable family in Ejcejter. He 
obtained a good education, was bred in the navy, 
and, about the ^conclusion of the American war, 
iras an. A£ti9g )ifW;eA9Jat in qi» pf hU majesty > 
• 3 * ' ships. 
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sbi|>s. He soon came into the possession of a €on-> 
9idcrable sum of money, and, ^lloltly after he ar- 
rive'd in this coantry» married a farmer*s dangbcer 
in Aberdeenshire, with wbooi he received a decent 
patrimony. At this time, being without employ 
nient, he devoted himself to every ipedes of dissi- 
pation, which soon finished bis fortune, and in- 
volved him in debt, on account of which he wac 
cast into the goal of Edinbnrgh, where be was at 
the time the connties were raising seamen for the 
navy. He then entered as one of the volunteers for 
Perthshire, received the bounty, and was released 
from prison, upon paying the incarcerating creditor 
a part of his bounty. He was put on board the 
Tender then in Leith Roads, commanded by cap- 
tain Watson, who carried him, with many otber^ 
to the Nore. On the passage, captain Watson dis* 
tingiiishcd Parker both by his activity and polite 
address. In 1797, he rendered himself conspicuous 
among the mutineers of the fleet. He was now 
.known by the appeilatidnof Admiral Parker. When 
captain Watson, of the Leith Tender, before he 
sailed from the Nore,- being ordered by the crew^if 
the Sandwich to come on board, was then intro- 
duced to, and interrogated by, Parker, whom be 
knew on ^rst sight- Parker also recollected him, 
and from this circumstance he experienced great 
favour. Parker ordered every man on board to 
treat captain Wat>on well ; saying, he was a sea* 
man^s friend, and had treated him well, and that 
if any man used him otherwise, he shoulii instantly 
be— —Here he pointed to the rope at the yard-arm. 
Captain Watson took an opportunity of hinting to 
Parker the impropriety of his conduct, and the 
consequences that might follow : it seemed to throiv 
9 mojncQtary damp on^ bis spirits { but he expressed 
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a ^ ^ish to wavie the subject, and captain Watson 
kft htm, having obtained permission to proceed oii 
hi& voyage. The mutiny having been happily sup- 
pressed, and a considerable reward offered for the 
apprehension of Parke?, the accounted ringleader, 
on the arrival of lieutenant Motte with tKe procla- 
ttiattossi &c. the crews of al> the ships readily s»b- 
wiitted. Parker himself could not oppose this spi- 
ii». in consequence of this, the Sandwich came 
under the gun« of Sheerness, and admiral Bncknerft 
boat, command\ed by the cockswain, and containing 
a picquet guard of the West York militia, went on 
board to bring Parker on shore. Several of the 
•fiiccxs of the Sandwich were on deck, and but 
very .few of the men appeared. As soon as Parker 
.lieard a boat was come for him, he surrendered 
himself to four of the ship*8 crew, to protict hira 
against the outrages of the other seamen, whose 
vengeance he feared.. Admiral Buckner^s cock- 
swain told the ofiicers on deck his business, and 
claimed their assistance. The lieutenant drew his 
sword, and the party, consisting of eight or ten, 
went down below, where Parker was surrendered 
into their hands. They tied his hands together 
behind, and the officers conducted him into the 
boat, which had eight or ten rowers, and a party 
of the West York militia seated in the head with 
their faces towards the stern, and their muskets 
held upright in their hands roady charged. Parket 
was feared in the stern part, with his face towards 
, the head ; behind him' was the cockswain, and be- 
fore him, the lieutenant of the Sandwich, holding 
a drawn sword over him. Parker, on landing, was 
much hissed; on which he said aloud, *' Do not 
hoot me i. it is not my fault : I will •clear myself.^* 

He 
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He was seftt to Matd^tone goal from Sheemes, nn- 

<kr a fttroDg guard $ betides which, a rope tied kis 
arms tpgether behind his back. After a long trial, 
which commenced soon after his apprehension^ be 
i^as found Guilty* His defence be read from ji 
paper, but with much rapidity ^nd little feeling. 
After a solemn pause of near ten minutes, the lonl 
adv/ocatc rose, and* with his head uncovered, pro- 
ttounced the following Mntenc^. *^- The court ad-> 
judges Richard Parker to suffer Death, and to be 
hanged by the neck on board any one of his majes. 
ty*s ships, and at such time as the lords of the a(l« 
miraity may think proper to appoint.** The pri* 
aoner U»tened to the sentence without emotion, and 
addressed ^be oouit as follows. 

*' I have heard your sentence $ I shall submit to 
it without; a struggle. I feel thus because I am 
sensible of the rectitude of my intentions. Whatever 
offences may have lieen committed, I hope my life 
will be the only sacrifice : J trust it will be thought 
a sutficient atonement. Pardon, I beseech yoo^ 
the other men ; I know they will retum with ala« 
crity to their duty.** 

The presidetit then briefly addressed himself to 
the prisoner. He said, that notwithstanding the 
enormity of the crirpes of which he had been found 
guilty on the fullest and clearest evidence, yet the 
pourt, in order to afford him the necessary time to 
expiate his offences, and to inake his peace with 
God, would not then neune any day for his execu- 
tion, but leave that point to the determination of 
the lords of the adn)U'aIty. The prisoner then 
«vithdr«iy» nod wm soou after put in iroQs* Tt^ 

« time 



time of Parker's execution was fixecf for Friday, 
June 3^. At eight o'clock in the morning a gun 
was hred tvam on board his majesty's ship L'Espi-' 
•n, lying efF Shecrness garrison. Vice aijniiral Liit- 
widge'a flag ship, and the yellow flag, the signal 
et capital pHnishmem, was hoisted, which %za. 
imm«d>atcly repealed by the Sandwich, boistinffthe 
^ne colour on her foretop. The prisoner was 
•waked, a little after six o'clock, from a ioiind 
s<ecp, by the Provost Marshal, who, with a flle of 
niarines, composed his guard. He arose with cheer- 
tuJMCi», and rcqtwsted permission for a barber to 
attend him, which was granted. He soon dressedf 
JajmseJf j»a.neat suit of raourmBg^ waistcoat ex- 
cepted, wearing his half-boots over a> pair of black 
«Ik.stockmgs; he tlitn took his breakfast,, talked 
•t » wjU h<s had written, m which he bad be- 
aufathed to his wife a little estate he said he was 
fteirioj aBd, after that, lamented the misfortune 
that bad been bpought on the country by the mu- 
tiny^ but solemnly denied having the least connec- 
tion or corr^spondtncc with any disaffected persons 
»-shoic i and declared, that it ivas chiefly owing to 
ium, that the ships had not been carried into the 
enemy 8 port*. At half past eight, he was told the 
chaplam. oi the ship was. ready to attend him" to 
prayers upott the quarter-deck, which he immedi- 
ateJy ascended, uncovered. At his first entrance 
«n the dedc, he looked a little paler than common, 
but soon recovered his usual <;o«iplexion. He bowed 
to the omcers, and, a chair being allowed him, he 
sat down a few moments; he then arose, and told 
the clergyman he wished to attend him: the chap. 
lam informed him he had selected two psalms appro- 
jnatc to bi« situation j to which the prisoner assent- 
ing. 
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ingt saucU *^ and, with your pennTssion, sir, I will 
add athitd/* and named the fist. He then recited 
•aeh altcniare vcne In a manner peculiarly impres- 
sive. At 4i'mt o'clock, the preparatory gun wa* 
€red from L*£spion, which he heard without the 
aoBalleit emotion. Prayers being soon after dosed, 
ke rfHe» and asked Captain Moss ** if he might be 
indulged with a glass of white wine ?*' which bein^ 
granted, he took it, and, lifting up his eyes, ezt* 
claimed, <* I drink first to thesah^tion of. my soul t 
and, next, to the forgiveness of all my enemies!** 
Addressing himself to captain Moss, he said, *< he 
lioped he would shake hands with him ;** which the 
captain did : he then desired ** that he might be 
remembered to his companions en board the Nep- 
tune ; with his last breath sent an entireaty to them» 
to prepare for their destiny, and refrain from 
vinbeeoming kifitj T* His arms being now bounds 
the procesaion moved from the quarter deck to the 
forecastle, passing through a double file of marines^ 
on the starboard side, to a platform erected on the 
eat- head, with an elevated projection. Anrhrmr 
there, he knelt «rrth the chaplain, and joined i$ 
•ome devout ejaculations; to ail of which he re« 
peated loudly^-*-'^ Amen.** Rising again, the a^* 
iinirai*s warrant of execution, addressed to captam 
Moss, was now read by the clerk, in wliich the sen'* 
fence of the court martial, order of the board of 
admiralty, and his majesty*s approbatfon of the 
whole proceedings, were fully recited, which the 
wrisoner heard with great attention, and bowed his 
head, as if in assent, at the close of it. He now 
ft^ed the captain ** whether he might be a Mowed 
to speak ?" and immediately apprehending his in- 
tention might be mlsoenceived^ he added,-^** I 



«m not go!lffr> Sfr, to addi^iss the ship^j cofrnpsury ! 
^*-I tivish oi3y to dvclarC) that, I ftckwowlcdgt 
the /ostict^f thesenwncc under «*hich I ■suffer | 
€Uid I hope my death may be deemed a suffiv 
cient atonement,- and sate the lives of others T'--- 
He then desired " a liiim^te to^ recollect him- 
telf,*' and knelt down akne, about tljat space of 
%ime$ then rking up, saidj ** I am ready 5 "---and 
hoi^ktg hrs head up, '^aid to the boatswain'*s m^te, 
»« lake off my handkerchief j" (^ black tilk;^ 
'^ich being done, the Provbrt Marshal placed 
%he ha4ter over his head, {which had been pre- 
J)arei with grease,) but doing it flukwardly, tht 
'J)risoner said rattier pettishly to the boatswain's 
mate, •• Do you do it, for he ceems to know -no- 
thing about it!" The halter was then s|^Jrced to 
the leeverope $ all this being adjusted, the m^rbhal 
attempted ro put a cap on, which he reftn^ed ; bat 
ton being told it was indispensible, he submitted, 
i-ctjiiesting it might not^jc pulled over hh ^yestiil 
he •desired k. He then turned rdund for the first 
time, and gave a steady took a!t h» ^ijymates on 
the forecastle, tfwk, with an affectionate kind of 
tmile, nodded his Ifead, and 'Said, << Good byt ro 
you I" — Henowsai^, ** Carptain Moss, is'the gtm 
primed?" »« It is." " Jfs the match attght ?^'—*. 
** A41 is ready." On thb he advanced a little, 
and said, ** Will any geritlenfan be ^o good » 
knd me a whi>tfc handkerchief for the srgnall''-^ 
After some little pause, a gentleman stepped foN 
%fard ^nd gave him one j to whom bowing, be re- 
furnetl thanks -.•^he nowascended the 'platform, te- 
peattd the same questions about (he gun ; thtfti 
the cap being drawn 6ver his face, •walking by*fii*n> 
ilegiecs up to the extremity of the waffoid, ht 
6 ^ dropped 
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dropped tht bandkercbitfy put his hands in )ik 
coat pockets with great rapidky, and at the mo* 
inent as he was springing off, the fatal bow gua 
fired, and the reeve rope catching him, run him up* 
though JiQt whJ] great vei43Ctty, to the yard-arnu 
When suspended about mldi^vay, bis body appeared 
extremely convulsed for a few seconds, iramedhitelf 
after which no appearance of life remained. . It 
being tide of ebb,> the starboard yard-arm pointed 
to the Isle of Grain, where scafiolding was erected 
for the spectators on shore -.^•a considerable number 
pf yatches, cutters, and other craft, surrounded «the 
Sandwich : — the last time the prisoner knelt .with 
the ChaplsMn at the cat-head, though he made h'f 
responses regularly, his attention was particularly 
directed t^e whole time to the armed boats of the 
fleet, which were plying round on dutyl The 
whole couductof this awf^i ceremony was extreme- 
ly decorous and impre«>ive : it was evident from 
the countenance of the crew of the Sandwich, that 
the general feeling for the fate of their mutinous 
conductor was such as migb( be wished j^ not a 
word, and scarce a whisper was he^d among them* 
The behaviour of this unhappy roan . throughout 
the whole of his trial, was 6rm and manly $ while 
fie was before the Court, decent and respectful 5 
and from the time he received his sentence, till his 
execution, resigned and penitent.-*-The uncommon 
fortitude he dis|>layed. during his trial, did not for- 
sake him even in the last moments of his wretched 
existence. The day before his execution, Mrs Par- 
ker presented a petition to the Earl of Morton, to 
be delivered to the Queen, in favour of her unfor- 
tunate husband. Her deportment was becoming 
her unhappy situation* After deilvering her peti. 

tion 
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tlofl in favour of her husband, she waited at St. 
Janies*s till five o'clock it the afternoon, on Thurs- 
day the 19th of June ; when losing all hopes of a 
favourable answer, she proceeded into the city, and 
> got into a coach setting off for Rochester, where 
she arrived about eleven o*clock that evening. She 
immediately agreed with a boatman, who was go-' 
ing to Sheerness with garden-stuff, to take her on 
board at four the next morning, which was that 
fixed for her husband^ execution. She embarked 
accordingly, as soon as the tide would serve, and 
got down along-side the Sandwich about sev,en.— - 
The sentinels ordered the boat off; she desired per- 
mission to speak to Richard Parker—the answer 
was, that if the boat did not put off, they must fire 
into tt. In spite of her remonstrances, the boatmaa 
How proceeded to Sheerness, assuring her, that as 
the yellow flag was not up* no execution would 
take place that day. She instantly procured an- 
other boat from the garri^n dock-stairs, and as 
she was rowing up to Blackstakes^ she observed the 
fatal flag hoisted on board the Sandwich ; her ap- 
plication was renewed' with tenfold entreaties to get 
on board, but to no effect : ^and again she was taken 
back to Sheerness, the waterman having stipulated 
only to put her on board the Sandwich^) and being; 
obliged to go back for persons he was engaged to 
carry. She hired a third vessel with no greater 
tucc(;ss ; for just as she approached the ship, she 
saw the fatal procession of^ her husband from the 
quarter-deck to the forecastle, when shrieking out, 
*• Oh my dear husband r^ she fainted away. 0« 
recovering she saw him~ mount the platform on the 
cat -head, and the clergyman in his robes go from 
himi and from that , moment she << saw nothing 
T but 
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but the sea, whidi ajipeared covered with l>lood r.* 
thus senseless, she was rowed a third time on shor«. 
She embarked in a fourth boat^and saw him from, 
a distance at the yard-arm, just before be wa$ 
lowered down ; bjr the time she reached the ship^ 
the body had been received iato a shell, and carried 
away for interment:— she had now access ta.the 
abip^s &ide, and learnt that it had been conveyed 
away in a boat, to be buried at Sheerness j she 
immediatdy went back to the garrison, and after 
much difficulty, got access to Vice-Admiral IUit« 
widge, and in bitterness, of grief^^^ solicited peruufi- 
sion to remove the corpse» which she bad previou^jy^ 
learnt was deposited in the new burying-g^uud* 
The Admiral asked her for Vrhat purpfiw sb* 
wished it ? she answiered, y to have him^inttrsfii 
like a gentleman, as he had been bred«**-*T^ ' 
Admiral not acceding to her wish, &hc depactedy 
and endeavoured by every means to iind out who 
kept the key of the place of interment, which ia 
enclosed by a new stockade fence, nearly ten f«sc(t 
h igh. Kot being able to procure it, she went ^boujt 
ten o'clock that same evening, and seeing three 
women near the ground, she im^rted to thorn whjo. 
she was, with her design of recovering the body p£ 
her husband, and requested their assistance, u^ 
which they readily as^icnted. Shjs directly ascended 
the gatews^, and helped the .women, till all got 
over j when with their hands alone they removed 
tlie earth diat :covered the coffin, which was laid 
hut a little way in the ground \ having raided it^ 
they contrived to get it over the^at^, and then sat 
upon thecoffiflj Xo conceal it from the sentinels of 
the Barrier Gatt^, hard by, ti|L four o*clock in tb« 
itiorniog : the draY?bridg« being jh^vv wpupad up, » 

fi^h- 
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iArttrk cwme out of the ganison» on its wxf to 
Rochetter, when she prevaiM upon the diiver tp 
convey the body to that place for a guinea, vthich 
be undertook. Arriving at Rochester, she agreed , 
-with the driver of a caravan, to take it to town for 
Yix gnineas more, and deliver it at the Hoop and 
Horseshoe, Qoeen-street, Little Towvr-Hill, where, 
k aeems, she had hired a room for the purpose, and 
brought the key in her pocket. Aa soon as the 
.corpse ha^ arrived on Saturday eveniog, and k 
was known whose body was deposited there, the 
-people began at fkst to assemble throogh curiouty j 
but afterwards some, from other motives, intro- 
.duced themselves to this unfortunate woman, on 
the pretence of charitable ^mpathy, requesting 
they might be permitted to see her husband interred 
in a manner suitable to his condition* The con- 
course of visitants encreased on Sunday, and on 
. Monday, to a number which called upon the ma- 
gistratfs for their iifterfcrence. Mrs. Parker was 
desired to attend the Police Office, , in Lambert- 
-ttroet, where she was interrogated respecting her in- 
tentions in removing the body of her husband from 
Sbeemess ? her answer was, ** to take him down, 
either to his own family at Exeter, or to her*s in 
Scotland, and bury him like a Christian T^-^-She 
was then asked whether it was true, as it had then 
been reported, that she had suffered him to be 
shewn lor money I she burst into a flood of tean, 
and replied, ** 60 1 appear like a monster so unna- 
tural ?** It proved afterwards that there Was not 
' the smallest ibundation for so mjurious a report. 
The magistrates, on finding that some of the disaf- 
fected societies were incUnrd to niake the funeral a 
t)>ectaGle for the purposes of tumult, ordered the 
T a corpse 
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corpse on Monday , to the Workhouse in Nighfiit- 
gale-Iane, and interment to be made of it in AldU 
gate church-yard the next mornings at eleven 
o'clock i hearing, however, that a large body of 
people were assembled in the Nfinories all that 
evening, and that a more tumultuous assembly 
might be expected the next day at the funeral, they 
prudently directed the body to be renooved at one 
e*clock the morning before, to the burying-vault 
of Whitechapel church. In the afternoon, Mrs, 
'Parker, at her particular request, was permitted to 
attend, and to behold it, for the last time, by the 
coffin-Ud being taken ofF^ afterwards the funehd 
service was performed by the Rev. Mr. Wright, 
the Rector, when the whole of this extraordinary 
transaction terminated to the perfect satisfaction dE 
the unfortunate, and pitiable relict, as the following 
attesution on her part, fully certified : 

( copy. ) 

LONDON, JUXkY 4, X797* 

" I, Ann Parker, wife of the late Richard Par* 
ker, deceased, do hereby certify, that, at my parti- 
cular request, I have this day seen the body of my 
late husband, in the Burying Vault of St. Mary a 
Whitechapel, by permission of the Rector, and. 
Church Warden o^ the said parish j that the burial 
service was duly performed over him, and that I am 
perfectly satisfied with the mode of interment, and 
the indulgence that I have received from the Mints- 
ter, and Officers of the said parish. 

(Signed) ANN PARKER.'* 

PARSONS, WILLIAM, Esg. (felon,) was* 
the son of Sir William Parsons, Baronet, of the 

county 



county of Nottlnglianb Mi born in London, intlui 
year 1717. He was placed under the care of 9 
plows and karoed divine) at Pepper-Harrow in Surry» 
where he received the first rudiments of education. 
In little more than three years he was removed to 
l^on coilege, whcte it was intended he should 
qualify hiimelf for one of the universities. While 
here he was detected in stealing a volume of Pope^s 
Homer, in the shop of a bookseller tiamed Pote. 
Being charged with the fact, he confessed that he 
had stolen maiiy other books at different times. 
The case being represented to the nt«ster» he un« 
derwent a very severe discipline. Though he re- 
mained at Eton nine years, his progsess in learning 
was very inconsiderabk. The youth was of so un* 
promising a disposition, that 8nr William deter- 
snitfed to send him to sea, as the most probable 
means to prevent his destruction, and soon procured 
him to be appointed midshipman 00 board a man of 
war,' then lying at Spithead, uadtr sAilingorders ict 
Jamaica, there to be stationed for three years.—** 
Some accident detaining the ship beyond the time 
when it was expected she would sail, our youth ap* 
plied for leave of absence, and went on shore s 
, but having no inteation to return, he inunediatelT 
directed bis course towards a small town about ten 
sniies from Portsmouth, called Bishop's Waltham « 
«vherehe soon ingratiated himself jn*o the favour of 
the priocipal inhabitants. His figure being pie»* 
ing, and bis maimer of address easy and polite, he 
found but little difficulty in recommending himself 
to the ladies. He became greatly enamoured of a 
beautiful and accomplished young lady, the daugh^ 
iter lof a physician of considerable practice, and pre*- 
.vailed upon her to promise she would yield her band 
T 3 ia 
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in mirriage.' News 6f the intended marriage conu 
ing to the knowledge of ParBoos* friends^ his nude 
bastetied to Waltham, to prevent a union which he 
apprehended would ineyitably produce the min of 
the contracting parties. With much dtflicolty the 
old gentleman prevailed upon his nephew to return 
to the ship, which in a few days afterwards pro- 
ceeded on her voyage. The ship had not been long 
arrived at the place of destination, when Parsons 
resolved to desert, and return to England; anS 
soon found an opportunity of shipping himself on 
board the Sheeme» man of war, then preparing 
to sail on her return home.^ Immediately upon bis 
arrival in England, he set out tor Waltham, in or- 
der to visit the object of his desires : but his tincJe» 
being apprized of his motions, repaired to the same 
place, and represented his character in so unfavouc'* 
able, but at the same time in so just, a manner, as 
prevented the renewal of his addresses to the phy- 
sician's daughter. He went home with his uncle, 
who observed his conduct with a most scrupulous 
attention, and confined him as much as possible 
within doors. This generous relation at length ex- 
erted his interest to get the youth appointed mid- 
shipman on board his Majesty's ship, the Romney* 
which was ordered on the Newfoundland station. 
Upon his return from Newfoundland, Parsons 
learnt, with iniinice mortification, that the Duchess 
of Northumberland, to whom he was related, had 
revoked a will made in his favour, and' bequeathed 
to his sister a very considerable lejgacy, which he 
had expected to enjoy.' He was repulsed by his 
friends and acquaintances, who would not in the 
least countenance his visits at their houses; and his 
circumstances now became exceedingly distressed. 
' . . Thus 
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Tfavis slttiatedy he applied to a gentleman, named 
Bailey, with whom he had formerJv liYcd on terms 
of inttmaty ; and his humanity induced him to in- 
Tite Parsons to reside in his house, and to fiimisH 
him with the means of supporting the character of a 
gentleman. Mr. Bailey also was indefatigable in his 
endeavours to effect a reconciliation between young 
Parsons and his father, in which he at length succeed- 
ed. Sir William haying prevailed upon his son to ga 
abroad again, and procured him an appointment 
under the Governor of James Fort, on the river 
Gambia, he . embarked on board a vessel In the 
service of the Royal African company. Having 
resided at James Fort about six months, a disagree- 
ment took place between him and governor 
Aufleur: in consequence of which he signified a 
resolution of returning to England. Hereupon the 
governor informed him that he was commissioned 
to' engage him as an indented servant for five years. 
Parsons warmly expostulated with the governor, 
declaring that his behaviour was neither that of a 
man of probity or a gentleman, and requested per- 
Aiission to return. But so far from complying, the 
governor issued orders to the centinels to be parti- 
cularly carefcil lest he should effect an escape. 
Notwithstanding every precaution. Parsons found 
means to ^o on board a homeward-bound vessejn 
and being followed by Mr. Aufleur, he was com- 
manded to return ) but cocking a pistol, and 
presenting it to the governor, he declared he would 
nre upon any man who should presume to molest 
him. Hereupon the Governor departed ; and in « 
short time the ship sailed for England. Soon after 
his arrival in his native country he received an 
invitation to visit an uncle who lived at Epsom, 
which he gladly acceptedi and experienced a most 

friendly 
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incndly reception. He resided ivith tba hafIb 
about three moathst ami was treated with all 
imaginable l^indness and respect. At length one 
of the female servants in the family swore fatrtdf 
pregnant by him i which circumstance so incensed 
the old gentleman^ that he dismissed the nephew 
from his house. Reduced to the most deplorftble 
state of poverty, be directed bis course towards 
the metropolis) and three-halfpence being his 
whole stock of mon^y he subsisted four days upon 
the bread purchased with thlt small Mim» quenching 
his thirst at the pumps he casually met with in tho 
streets. He lay four nights in a bay-loft in Chan- 
cery-lane, belonging to the Master of the Rolls, 
by permission of the coachman, who pitied his 
truly deplorable case. At length he determined to 
apply for redress to an ancient gentle wooum, with 
whom he had been^cquaiated in his more youthfAii 
days, when she was iu the capacity of com- 
' nanion to the dutchcss of Northumberland*—* 
\Veak and emaciated through want of food, his 
appearance was rendered ntore miserable by ths 
lincleanliness and disorder of his apparel : when 
he appeared before the old lady, she tenderly corn* 
passionated his unfortunate situation, and recom- 
q^cnded him to a decent family in Cambridge- 
street, with whom he resideii some time in a vtry 
comfortable manner, the old geniilewoman defraying 
the charge of his lodging and board j while a hu- 
mane gentleman, to whom she had communicated 
his case, jiu,pplicd him with inoney for common 
expenses. Sir William came to town at the begin- 
ning of the winter, and received an unexpected 
visit from his son, who dropped upon bis knees, 
and supplicated forgiveness with the utmost humi- 
lity and respect. His mo&hei-is-law wa« greatly 

enraged 
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enraged at his appearance, and upbraided ber 
husband with being foolishly indulgent to so 
graceless a youth, at the same time declaring, that 
she would not live in the house where he was 
permitted to enter. Sir William asked him what 
mode of life he meant to adopt '$ and bis answer 
was, that he was unable to determine, but would 
chearfuUy pursue such measures as so indulgent a 
parent should think proper tp recommend. The 
old gentleman then advised him to enter as a 
private man in the hprse guards ^ which he approv- 
ed of, saying he vyould imjnediatedly offer himself 
as a volunteer. Upon mentioning his intention 
to the adjutant^ he was informed that be must pay 
seventy goineas for his admission into the corps* 
This news proved exceedingly afflicting* as be had 
but little hope that his father would advance the 
necessary sum. Upon returning to bis father** 
lodgings, be learnt that he had set out for the 
'country, and left him a present of only five shilling;} 
Driven xu)w to a state of distraction, he formed 
the desperate resolution of putting and end to bis 
life, and repaired to St< Jameses park, intending to 
drown himself in Rosamond's pond. While be 
stood on the brink pf the water, waiting for an 
opportunity of carrying his impious design im^ 
effect, it occurred to him, that a letter he had 
received* mentioning the death of an aunry and 
that she had bequeathed a legacy to bis brother* 
might be made use of to his own advantage; and 
he immediately declined the thoughts of destroying 
himself. He produced the letter to several persons^ 
assuring them that the writer had been misiafoim^ 
ed respecting th^ legacy, which in reality was left 
to himself. Under the pretext of being entitled to 
the above legacy, he obtained money and. effects 

fiom 
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from . dlfPerMt people to a cott^iderablr amdunt; 
and among thox who were deceived by the abovt 
stratagem^ was a tavlor in Devereux-court tn the 
Strand, who gave nim credit for several genteel 
suits of cloaths. The money aiid dthef anicles 
thus fraud ir^emly obtained etraWed him to engage 
fn scenes of gaiety and dissipatioh ; and he seemed 
to entertain no idea that his happiness would be &E 
but short duration. Accidentally meeting the 
brother of the young lady to whom he had made 
profirsstons of love at Waitham, he intended to 
renew his accjuaintanee with him, and his ad.dTessei 
to his sister : but the goun^ gentleman informed 
Parsons that hm sister died suddenly a short time 
frfter his depwttife fifom Walthani. Parsons cn- 
ifeavoured as much as possible to cultivate the 
friendship of this gentVman, and represented his ca^ 
in so plausible a manner as to obtain money from 
hm at different times to a considerable ^mrounf*. 
His creditors now became exceedingly trnportonate; 
ttnd he thought there was «o probability of rehW- • 
ing himself from his difliculties, but by connecrmg 
liimseif in marriage with a woman of fortune. 
Being eminently qualified hi those accomplish- 
meitts which are known to haVe great influence 
ever the female world, he toon tngmtiated himself 
Into the esteem of a young lady possessed * of a 
handsome independence, bequeatf^d her by her 
lately deceased father. He infoimed his creditor^, 
that he had an advantageous marriage ; and as 
they were satisfied that the lady had a g^ fntum^ 
ehey supplied him with every thing necessary for 
piDSeCuting the amour, being persuaded that, if 
the expected union took plaee, they should have 
DO difficulty in recovering their respective demand^ 
The marriage ynn- nckmnlttd 'on the toth of 

February, 
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^bniary^ %7^$ » the sjd year of liIs age* On 
occasion of thw event, the utide, whp lived at 
Epaonii visitcxi bim in London, and gave him the 
siTDi^est assurances that be would exert every pos^ 
sibJe endeavour to promote his interest and happi« 
XKss^ ^MH condition that he would avoid such pro* 
cieediogs as woMld lepdcr him^unworthy of friend* 
ship and protection* His relations in general, were 
perfectly satis^ed with the connexion he had made^ 
^nd hppcd that his irregular and volatile disposition 
would bt €orre<rted by the prudent conduct of his 
Videt wbo was justly esteemed a young lady of 
mreat sweetness of temper, virtue, and discretion. 
A few wrecks after bis marriage, his uncle intended* 
e4 in behalf ^vith the ijght honourable Arthur 
Onslow I aud through the interest of that gentleman 
h^ was afiipointed ap ensign in the forty- fo.urtlv 
of fopt. Having discharged ;lU his debts, he hired 
a very handsome hous^ in Poland- street, where 
he rsiiided two years, in which time he had two 
children, o«e of whom died ver/ young. From 
Poland^street he temoved to Pantoii -square^ and th^ 
utmoi^ hamaony subsisted between him and hjs 
wif«, who were much respected by tlieir. relations^ 
and acquaintances. But it must be obse/vcd, thai 
though his condyct in other resects had been 
vseproachable from, the time of his marriage^ hn 
was guilty of unpaidonable indisfrretion as to tl^ 
Voann^r ^' his living } he kept three saddle-bprses. 
a chaise and pair» leveral-uimecessary !ieFvants,.an4 
engaged kn many other superfluous expences thft liit 
inpomp woiiiid not ^S^id, He now un^ortMnatdy 
became acfiuajunted with an infamous gambler^ .wha 
seduced him to fj^^uept ganuag-houicr}, .9(n4 tp 
cilgagf in play^ lie lufit considerable sums^ which 
«v&re shAiie«i DStWMQ tfee pr.0te9d«d fj^^ and hif 
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wicked accomplices. Parsons was now ptomoted 
to a lieottnnancy in a regiment that was ordered 
into Flanders, and he was accompanied to that 
country by the abandoned miscreant, whom be 
considered as bis mostTaluable friend. The money 
be lost by gaming, and the extraTsgant manner in 
which be lived, in a short time involved htm In 
such difficulties that he was under the necessity of 
selling bis commission, in order to discharge his 
debts contracted in Flanders. The commnsion 
being sold, he and his treacherous companion re* 
turned to England. His anival was no sooner 
known, than his creditors were extremely urgent for 
the immediate discbarge of their respectlTe claims ; 
which mduced him to take a private lodging m 
Gough -square, where be passed under the denomi- 
nation of Captain Brown. He pretended to be an 
unmarried man; and saw hb wife only when 
appointments was made to meet at a public-house. 
\Vhile he lodged in Gough*square, he seduced the 
landlords daughter, who became pregnant by him{ 
and her imprudence in yielding to the persuasions 
of Parsons, proved the means of involving her in 
extreme distress. His creditors having discovered 
the place of his retreat, he deemed it prudent to 
remove ; and at thi^ juncture an opportunity ofier- 
ed by fvhich he hoped to retrieve his fortune ; he 
therefore embarked as captain of marines on board 
the Dursley privateer. Soon after the arrival of 
the ship at Deal, be werit on shoie, provided with 
pistols, being determined not to submit to an arrest, 
which he supposed would be attempted. He had 
no sooner landed on the beach than he was ap. 
jproached by five or six men, one of whom attempted 
to seize htm} but Pftrsons, stepping aside, dis« 
charged one of his pi8tols> and lodged a ball In the 
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man*! thigh. . He said he was well provided with 
weapons^ and would fire upon them if they pre* 
sumed to give him further molestation. Hereupon 
the officers retreated ; and Parsons returned to the 
ship, which sailed from Deal the following morn* 
ang. They had been in the channel about a week 
when they made a prize of a French privateer^ 
which they carried into the port of Cork. Par* 
sons being now afflicted with a disorder that pre* 
▼siiled among the French prisoners, was sent on 
shore for the recovery of his health. During his 
illness the vessel sailed upon another cruise: and 
he was no sooner in a cbndition to permit lum to 
leave, his apartment, than he became anxious to 
partake of the fashionable amusements. In order 
to recruit his finances, which were nearly exhausted, 
he drew bills of exchange xm three merchants In 
London, on which be raised sixty pounds $ and 
before advice could be transmitted to Cork that he 
had no effects in the hands of the persons on whont 
he had drawn the bills, he embarked ob board a 
vessel bound for England. He landed at Ply- 
mouth, where he resided some time, under a 
military character, ;to support his 6hlim to which he 
Was provided with a counterfeit Commission. He 
frequented all places of public resort, and partu 
tularly thoSe where gammg was permitted. His 
inoney being nearly expended, ke obtained a hun* 
dred pounds from a merchant of Plymouth, by 
means of a false draught upon an alderman of 
London. He now repaired to London, and hit 
money being ^ expended, he committed the foU 
lowing fraud in conjunction with a woman of the 
|own: taking his accomplice to a tavern in the 
Straiid, where he was known, he represenfed- her 
a« an heiress, who hkd consented to a private 
,,Yot. lu V marvMget 
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inarriage, and requested the landlord to send im- 
niedUtcly for a dcrgyman. The Parson being 
irrWcdy and about to begin the ceremony. Parsons 
pretended to lecoUcct that he bad forgot to provide 
m rittgt and ordered the waiter to ttH some shop- 
keeper in the neighbourhood to bring some pbun 
gold rings. Upon this, the clergyman b^ged 
torecommeod a very fvortby man who kept ar jewel- 
kr*s shop in the neighbourhood: whereupon the 
pretended bride^oom said it was a matter of 
indiiference with whom he laid out his moneys 
adding that* as he wished to compliment his bride 
with some small present, the tradesman might also 
bring some diamond rings. The rings beings 
broughtt and one of each chosen, Parsons produc- 
ed a counterfeit draught, saymg the jeweller might 
either give him change then, or call for payment 
alter the ceremony ^ on ivhich the jeweller retired. 
saying he would attend again in the afternoon. In 
a littl« time the woman formed a pretence for 
leaving the room, and upon her not letuming 
aoon» our hero aiFected great impatience, and with* 
out taking his hat, quitted the auartmeaV, saying 
lie would enquire of the people in the house whether 
bis bride was not detained by some accident. 
After waiting a considerable time» the clergyman 
called the landlord i and as neither Parsons nor the 
wdman could be found, it was rightly concluded 
that tbeir Whole intention was to perpetrate a fraud* 
In the mean time Paisons and his fair accomplice 
net at an appointed (Jace, and divided their booty.* 
Soon after chis» he intimated to a military officer 
tbat»r on account of the many cmbarassments he 
fiM under, he was determined to join the rebel 
army» as ibe only exjpcdient by which he cpuld 
afoid being lodged m prison. The gentlenoan 
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represented tHe danger of engaging in such aa 
adventure^ and, lest his distress should precipitate 
him to any rash proceed ing, generously supplied 
him with forty guineas to answer present exigencies. 
He soon after borrowed the above gentleman*s 
horse, pretending that he had to go a few miles 
into the country, on a matter of business : but he 
immediately rode to Smithfield, where he sold the 
horse at a very inadequate price. That he might 
escape the resentment of the gentleman whom he 
had treated in so unworthy a manner, he lodged an 
information against him, as bemg disaffected to 
the government :, in consequence of which he was 
deprived of h» commission, and suffered an impri. 
sonment of six months. He exhibited informations 
of a similar nature against twe other gentlemen^ 
who had been most liberal benefactors to him, in 
revenge for refusing any longer to supply bim with 
the means of indulging his extravagance. In 1745, 
he counterfeited a drart upon one of the collectors of 
the excise, in the name of the duke of Cumberland, 
for ^ve hundred pounds. This he carried to the 
collector, who paid him fifty pounds in paa^ beings 
all the cash that remained in his |iands. i^went 
to a taylor, saying he meant to employ hin» «• the 
recommendation of a gentleman of the army whom 
he had long supplied with cloaths; adding that a 
captatn*s commission was preparing for him at the 
war-ofHce. The taylor furnished him with several suits 
of cloaths ; but not being paid according to agree- 
ment, he entertained some suspicion as to the 
responsibility of his new customer j and therefore 
enquired at the war office respecting capt. Brown, 
and learnt that a commission was making out for a 
gentleman of that name. Unable to get any part 
of the money due to him, and determined to be 
u» no 
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no iooger trifled mth» be instituted a suit at com* 
moD law» but was oonsuited> having laid his action 
in the fictitious name of Brown, and it appearin^r 
that Parson's was the defendant's real name. 
Another time he sent a porter from the Ram inn» 
in Smitbneld, with a counterfeit draught upon sir 
Joseph Hankey' and Co. for five hundred pounds. 
I'^rsons followed the man, imagining that if be 
came out of sir Jeseph''s house alone, he would 
have received the money | and that if he was 
accompanied by any person; it would be a strong 
proof of the forgery being discovered $ and upoa 
observing sir Joseph and the porter get into a 
hackney-coach, he resolved not to return to the 
inn. He next went to a widow named Bottomlevy 
vrho lived near St. George's church, and saying he 
had contracted to supply the regiment to which he 
belonged with hats, gave her an order to the 
amount oft a hundred and sixty pounds. He had 
no sooner got possession of the hats, than he sold . 
them to a Jew for one half the sum he had agreed 
to pay for them* Being strongly apprehensive that 
he couU not long avoid bein^ arrested by some of 
his numerous and highly exasperated creditprs, by 
means of counterfeit letters he procured himself to 
be taken into custody, as a person disaffected to the 
king and government ; he was therefore supported, 
without expense, in the house of one of the king's 
mtsscngers, for the space of eighteen months. 
Being released from the messenger's house, he 
revolved in his mind a variety of schemes for 
eluding the importunity or his creditors, and at 
length determined to embark for Holland. Having 
remained there {ill his money was nearly exnended, 
he returned to Englatid. A few days after his 
arrival in London, he went to a masquerade, where 

he 
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he engaged in play to the hasaid of ereiy shilling 
he possessed, and was so fortunate as to obtain a 
sum sufficient for his maintenance for several 
months. Hia drcumstances becoming again dift- 
tressedy he wrote in jessing terms to his brother* 
in*law9 who was an East-Indtadirector, intreating 
that he would procure him a commission iii the 
company*s sM¥ice» either by land or sea* The 
wprport of the answer was, that a gentleman in the 
Xempk was nuthorised to give the supplicant n 
gninca» but that it would be fruitless for him to 
expect further favours. Having written a counter- 
feit draught, he went toKanelagh on a masquerade 
night, where he passed the draught to a>gtntleman 
who had won some small sums of him* The party 
who received the draught offered it ^or payment in 
a day or two afterwards, when it was proved to be 
a counterfeit : in consequence of which Parsons w» 
apprehended, and committed to Wood street comp- 
ter. During his confinement he wrote a letter to 
bis father, and another to his neslected wife, in 
which he expressed much sorrow tor his enormous 
crimes. As no prosecutor appeared. Parens was 
necessarily acquitted j but a detainer being lodged^ 
charging him with an offence siniilar to the above, 
he was removed to Maidstone gaol, in order to 
take his trial at the I#ent assises at Rochester* 
Mr. Carey, the keeper of the prison, with great hu« 
nantCy, allowed him to board in his family, and 
indulged him in every privilege he could grant» 
without a manifest breach of the duties of his 
office. But Kuch was the ingratitude of Parsons, 
that he meditated the ruin ot the man to whom he 
was so much indebted. His intention was, private- 
ly to take the keys from Mr. Caiey*s apartment } 
V 3 and 
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and not only to escape himself, bar even to gWe 
liberty to trerf ptkoncr in the f^l; and this 
scheme be cotmnunicated to a man accused of 
being a »Diu|gler, who reported the natter to Mr. 
Carey, desiring him to listen at an appointed hour 
at night, when he woold hear a conversation that 
vfoukl pr^e his intdligence to be authentic. Mr. 
Carey attended at the appointed honr; and bcingr 
coDvifHred of the mgratitude and perfidy of Patvons, 
be ibfidged him of the, indulgences he had before 
enjoyed, and caused him to be clo»ely confined. Being 
ooHYicted at the assises at Roch'ester, he was sen^ 
tenced to transportation for seten years; and in 
the following September was pot on beard the 
Thames, captain Dobbins, bound for Maryland 9 
in company with upwards of an hundred and seventy 
cAher convicts, fifty of whom died in the voyage. 
In November, 1 746, he was landed at /InnapoHs, 
in Maryland : and having remained in a state of 
. slavery about seven weeks, a gentleman of consi- 
derable fortune and inDnence, who was not wholly 
iinacqaainted vHth his family, compassionating his 
imloTtonate situation, obtained his fre^domr and 
received him at bis house in a most kind and 
hospitable manner. He had not been in the gen- 
tkmanV family many days before he rode off with 
ahorse, which was lent him by his benefactor, and 
proceeded towards Virginia; on the borders of 
v^hich country he stopped a gentleman on horses- 
back, and robbtd him of five pistoles, a moidore^ 
and ten dollars. A few days lifter he stopped a 
kdy and gentleman in a chaise, attended by a 
negfo servant, and robbed them of eleven. guiileaa 
and some silver : after which he directed his course 
to' Potomack rivtr> tvhere fincHng aship nearly 

ready 
5 
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adf to sail IbrEnghmd, he embarked, and after 
a passage of twentyiive days at Whitehaven^ He 
DCm produced a forged letter, in the name of one 
of his relations, to a capital merchant of Wbite- 
haven« signifying that he was entitled to the family 
estate, in consequence of his father^s decease, and 
prelrailed upon him to discount a false draught 
upon a banker m London for seventy-five pounds. , 
Upon his return to tlie metropoli^r, he*biied a 
hamdsome lodging at the west-end of the town : 
but he almost constantly resided in houses of ill* 
fame, where the money he had so unjostifiably 
obtained was soon dissipated. Having hired an 
hofK, he rode to Hounslow-head, where, between 
ten and eleven o*clock at night, he stopped a post- 
chaise, in which were two genrlemen, whom he 
robbed of five guineas, some silver, and a watch; 
A short tihie' afterwards he stopped a gentleman 
near Turnham green, about ten o'clock at night, 
and robbed him of thirty shillings, and a gold ring* 
He requested that the ring might be returned, as 
he valued it, being his wife's wedding<ring. 
Parsons complied with the gentleman's request^ 
and voluntarily returned the gentleman. five thil-* 
Nngv, teliing him, at the same time, that nothing 
but the most pressing necessity could bwe urgisd 
him to the robbery : after which the gentleman 
shook hands with the robber, assuring him that, 
on ocfcount of the civility of his behaviour, he 
v^uld nbt appear to prosecnte, . if he should hear 
of his being apprehended. He attempted to rob i. 
gentleman in a coach and four, near Kensington^ 
but hearing some company on the road, he pro« 
Ceeded toward Hounslow } and in his way thither 
overtook a farmer, and cobbed him of between 
forty tnd fifty shillings* . He then took the road to 

Colnbrook, 
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Colnbrook, and robbed a gentteaian*t senrffit of 
two guineas and a half, and a silver watch. 'After 
this he lode to Windsor, and returned to London 
by a different road. His next expedition was on 
the Hounslow road $ where, at fbe entrance of the 
heath lie stopped two gentlemeny and robbed them- 
of seven guineas, some . silver, and il curiously 
wrought suver snuff'-boac. Returning to his lodg- 
ings near Hyde-park-corner one evening, he over- 
took a footman in Piccadilly, and joining company 
with him, a familiar conversation took place ; in 
the course of which he learnt that the otiier was 
to set out early on the following Sunday with a 
portmanteau, containing cash and notes to a con- 
siderable value, the pseperty of his master, who 
was then at Windsot. On the Sunday momiiM; he 
rode towards Windsor, intending to rob the root- 
man. Soon after he had passed Tumham-green» 
be overlook two gentlemen, one of whom was Mr. 
Fuller, who had prosecuted him at Rochester, and 

, who, perfectly recollecting his person, warned hira 
not to approach. However, he paid no attention 
to what Mr. Fuller said, but still continued some- 
times behind and sometimes before them, though 
a^t a very inconsiderable distance. Upon coming 
into 4he town of Hounslow, the gentlemen alight* 
ed, and commanded Parsons to surrender, adding» 
that if he did not instantly comply, they would 
aUrm the town. He now dismounted, and earn* 
estly entreated that the gentlemen would ^ permit 
him to speak to them in private, which they Gon« , 
sented to $ and the parties being introduced to a 

' room at an inn. Parsons surrciuiered his pistols, 
which were loaded and primed, and supplicated for 
mercy in the most pathetic terms. In all probabi- 
lity he wcmkl^ have been permitted to escape, ha4 

1 AOt 
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not Mr^. ty^Yi landlord of the Itole aild Crotvn^ at 
Hounsloyv, come into the roomi alid advised that 
he mignt be detained, as. he conceived him ver^ 
xlearly to answer the defcfrp^ion of a highway ma A 
by whom the roads in that part of the country had 
been long Infested. He i^as secured at that inn till 
fh^ next day|, and th^n examined by a nrigistrate, 
whio committed him to Newgate. He now wrote 
a very pathetic letter to Mr. Fuller, the gentleman 
wlio apprehended him, imploring his lenity y and 
during this his second confinement, several affec- 
tionate letters passed between him, his disconsolate 
father, wife, brother, sister, &c. Having received 
sentence of death for return hng from transportation 
before the expiration of the appointed time. He 
earnestly intreated his wife, by letters* to use all 
her influence for a pardon. On the Sunday, pre- 
ceding h» execution, the following was the last 
cpiitle he received from Mrs. Parsons :— 

*< Mr. Parsons^ Sunday noon* 

" According to my promise, I sent your*s inclosed 
to your father, and wrote to him in the manner f 
sent you word ; but have never had an answer, 
wich.I can attribute to nothing but the letter^s 
miscarrying, for I am sure he has a sincere affets 
lion for you. I have done ef ery thing in my power 
for you, but to no purpose. My aunt this day 
<klfvered a petition to the king, in your fat her *s 
name and mine } what effect it may have, is veiy 
uncertain. Should this succeed, I hope your 
future life will make amends for so much mercy | 
but, as it is so uncertain, beg you will make pro- 
per use of the few moments you have to live. 
As to your request of seeing me, it can not be, 
for { «ouId not bear the shock of seeing you in such 

circumstances. 
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circumstaiioet. I ^cdir forgive yon'tO injories 
whatever $ and hop^ drod wtU pardon all crimes 
support you in jrour last moinentt» and receive you 
to his mercy, which is the sincere prayer and hope 
of her who was 

Your faithful and affectionate Wife. 
P. S. My grandmother and aunt pray for yoo :— 
I can say no more. 

While Parsons remained in Nemgate» his befaa- 
iriour was such that it could not be determined 
whether he entertained a proper idea of his dread* 
ful situation. Their is inclecd but too much 



Co fear that the hopes of a reptieve (iti which he 
deceived himself even to the last moments of his 
. life) induced him to neglect the nccesa»ary prepa* 
ration for eternity. His wife, notwirhstanding her 
resolution to the contrary, complied with bis earnest 
solicitations to set her. His taking leave of her 
afforded a scene extremely affecting: he recom« 
mended to ber parental protection his only child, 
and regretted that his misconduct had put k Qi the 
power of a censorious world to reflect upon both 
the mother and son. He suffered at Tyburn on 
the II th of February, 1 7 5 1 . 

PARVIN, RICHr^RD. See Waltham 
Blacks, the. 

PERREAU, R.— PER^EAU, D.(porge»yO 
twin-brothers, one an apothecary of great practice» 
and the other living in the stile of a gentleman.-* 
On the lothot March,>i775, discovery having been 
made of a series of forgeries, said to have been 
carried on for a length of time by these brothers, 
l^obert and Daniel Perreau, together with Mrs. 
Margaret Caroline Rudd, who lived with the lat* 
ter 9* his viife, and who was deemed to have been 

aprin. 
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m principal aeent in the forgeriest were t^ken into 
custody, and carried before the bench of ttiagis* 
trates in Bow-street, where the crowd attending to 
hear their examination was so great, that it became 
neces&ary to adjourn to the GuildhalU Westminster. 
The evidence there adduced tended to prove that 
Che parties had raised considerable sums by bonds 
forged in the name of the well known agent, WiU 
liam Adair, Esq. which thev imposed on several 
gentlemen of fortune, as collateral securities, with^ 
their own notes for the payment of the said sum^. 
Kobert Perreau, whose character had been hitherto 
unimpeachable, applied to Mr. Drummond, the 
banker, to lend him ^vt thousand pounds, and 
offered a bond for seven thousand nve hundred 

Sounds, which he said Mr. Adair had given to bis 
rother, as a security for the payment. In order to 
give colour to the validity of these bonds, it had 
been artfully suggested, that Mrs. Rudd bad near 
connexions with Mr. Adair; and it was even insi- 
nuated, thdt she was his natural daughter: but 
Mr. Drummond, to whom Mr. Adair*s writing was 
familiar^ had no sooner looked at the signature^ 
than he doubted its authenticity, and very politely 
asked Robert Perreau, if he had seen Mr. Adair 
sign it f The latter said he had not, but had no 
doubt but it was authentic, from the nature of the 
connexion that subsisted. To this Mr. Drummond 
said, that he could not advance such a sum without 
consulting h'ls brother, and desired Perreau to leave 
the bond, promising to return it the next morning, 
or advance on it the sum required. Mr. Perreau 
made^ no scruple to leave the bond, and call in the 
morntnr. In the interim Mr. Drummond examin- 
ed the bond with greater attention } «nd Mr. Ste.- 

phcniy 
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phep?^ 9^nt9xy of- the Adqnlraltx* happeniu^ft9 
cal]> i>i$ pplnion wa& demanded; when comparing 
the si^^ture of the bond with letters he had lately 
received from Mr. A4a>r} he w^s iirmly convinced 
that it was forced. When Perreaii came, Mr. 
prgmmond sppke mdre fi-eely thp he hac) done 
before, and told him that he khagiiied he ha4 been 
i8?p9sed Qn i but begged that^ to remove all dloubt, 
he would go with him to Mr. Adair, and get that 
gentleman to acknowleclge the VJiJid ity of the bond: 
on which the money shQul4 be advanced. Perreau 
piadc not the learit o^^f^ctioq. They went together ; 
and ]y(r. Adair was askiid, if tbe bond was his. 
He d^ckred it was npt j ^ut Perreau smiled^ and 
said he jested. Mr. Adair told himy th4t it was no 
jesting matter, an^ that it was his duty tQ clear up 
the .^nair. Perrea^u said, *< if tha^ was the case, he 
had bfeq sent on a fine errand*/^ He desired to 
b<ive jthe bond^ and laid be wpuld make the neces- 
??ry ^;xqyirie$ : but this was refused, and it was 
though^ a point of prudence to watch, the motions 
of Robert Perreau, till Dapipl and his pretended 
wife were pro<juced. Soon after he returned home, 
the three p^rt^ies went into a coavh f and, Recording 
to the ladfs jywn fesUmonj, Mrs. ttudd took, with 
he/ what ^oney ^pd valuables she could convenient- 
ly carry 1( and said, that the brothers had taken her 
money, gold watch, apd jewels, into their posses- 
sion : but no reason was assigned for their doipg so. 
Their escape, however, if such was intended, was 
prevented) for an information being laid against 
them, they were immediately apprehended. In the 
examination before Sir John |i*ieldiQg» the above 
factjs were attested by Mr. Adair, Mr. Drummond« 
and other persons 3 and 3ir Thomas Frankland 

charged 
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charge^ them f^kh obt^in/jpg frmp ^iip four tbpu- 
sand Dc^uj^ds on the ^t appliic;at}on| whj/cb ^hey 
honestly repaid before the money became due; 
afterwards five, thousand ppupds, ana . tbeii four 
thousand pounds, on similai' bonds» all signed with 
the nanae of ^)lr, Adalf. Mr. IVatson, a nsoiiey- 
Knvepcr, $aid> that hje }\k^ dra^js eight bonds, ajl 
of them ordered by ope or other of* the .brothcw j 
but he hesitated tp fep^i eithef^ on account pf their 
great personal resemblan/ce : but being Vftnsfid tp 
make a positive decjaration, he fixed on JDax^el as 
*his employer. Dr. ^rQoks charged the t^rothers 
with obtaipi|)g jfro^ him fifteen bo^ of the bank 
of Adair, each of t|i^ value of o^e hundred pounds, 
upon the security of a forged bond foe tluree thou- 
sand one hundred pounds. On the streugtii o:jf t\^ 
evidence the brothers were conimitted^' the one to 
New Prison, and the other to Glerkjcnwell Bride- 
iveh ; and Mrs. Rudcf was aduiitted %n evidence 
for the crown. On her future examination she de- 
clared that she was the daughter of a nobleman in 
Scotland j that, wh^ii young, she married an oific^r 
in the army, named Rudd, against the consent of 
her friends ; that her fortune . w^ con&idera|[>|e | 
ihat, on a disagxeen^nt with her husbtod^ they re<- 
solved to part ; that she ipade a reserve of money^ 
jewels, aiid effects, to ;he amount ot thirteen thour 
liand pounds, all pf ^ich she gave tp Daniel JPerr 
reau, whom she ^id she loved with the tenderness 
pf a wife; tha^ she bad three chiUUeju by hims 
Ih^t he had returped her kifidn(»$ iii evejry fespe^( 
till lately, wh^n having been un&itupate in gaming 
in the alley, he had beconcie - uneafv, peieviaiif ao4 
much altered to her ; that lie cruelly consiraiui^4 
her to^ign thf bond iiow in qnesti^iii by holding 9 
X knife 
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kniic to bep tbroat, and swearing tbat be wcmU 
miirder her if she did not complf i Chati bein^ 
struck with remorse, she had acquainted Mr. Adanr 
with what she bad done, and that she was now wil- 
ling to declare every transaction with which she was 
acquainted, whenever she should be called upon by 
law so to do. On their trial at the Old Bailey iM 
June, i775i Mr. Drummond deposed, that Robert 
Peneau requested the loan of one thousand four 
hundred pounds, having made a purchase in Suffolk 
or Norfolk, to the amount of twelve thoubanjl 
pounds. He said he had a house in'Harley-stxeet* 
Cavendfsh^uare, which cost four thousand poondsb 
the deeds of whidi house he would leave as a secu« 
rity. These he did leave, and promising to returm 
in ten days, the money was paid him. He came 
some time afterwards, and apologized for not bar- 
ing kept his appointment; and said he dmr came 
to borrow five thousand pounds on the bond, out of 
which he would pay the one thousand four hundred 
pounds above-mentioned. Mr. Drummond and hit 
brother doubtins the Validity of the bond, perrrais 
said there were family connexions between him and 
Mr. Adair, ** who bad money of his in his hands, 
for which he paid interest. That going with the 
prisoner to Mr. Adair*s, Mrs. JDaniel Perreau 
(Mk Rudd) was sent for, when Robert asked her, 
if she had not given the bond to him. She owned 
that she had, took the whole on herself, and ac« 
knowledged that she had forged the bond. The 
counsel for the prisoner asking Mr. Drummond if 
be was certain that the prisoner said it was his 
money that Mr. Adair paid interest for, he an- 
. swered in the affirmative. He dechred likewiset 
that Mr, Perffan did not make the least objectk>a 

to 
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tA leave tlie bond with bim> aor shewed any re* 
loctance in going with hun to Mr. Adair*s house. 
He likewise said^ that Mrs. Rudd took. the whole oa 
herselfy begged them, " for God*s sake^ to have 
mercy on an innocent stan ;** and that she said ho 
injury was intended to any person, and that all 
would be paid } and that she acknowledged deli* 
v^ring the bond to the prisoner. The counsel de- 
manding if Mr. Drummond and Mr. Adair^ after 
bearing what Mrs., Rudd said, had not expressed 
fhemseivf s as considering the prisoner as her dupe ^ 
the answer was, *' We both expressed ourselves to 
that effect. A constable had been sent for« and we 
discharged him.** The identity of the bond was 
proved by Mr. Wheatley, clerk to Messrs. Drum- 
mond. The evidence ot Mr. Robert Drummond 
was not, in any very essential point» different from 
that of his brother. He deposed, that wh^n Mrs. 
Rudd had acknowledged that she forged the bond* 
he expressed his doubt, the hand-writing bemg so 
different from that of a woman, and said nothing 
would convince him of it but her shewing^ on a 
piece of paper, that she could write that sort of 
Band. He said he did not mean to ensnare her* 
' and woiild immediately throw the writing into the 
fire. Mrs. Rudd instantly wrote William Adair^ 
or part of the name, so very like the signature of 
the tibnd, that it satisfied him, and he burnt the 
paper. Robert Peneau then said, that " he hoped 
that the information she had given sufficiently ac-* 
quitted him :'* but he was told that he had better, 
not enquire into Jthat; and on this occasion he 
shewed the first sign of anxiety. Sir Thomas 
Frankland deposed, that the prisoner brought him 
two bonds at different times, one to Daniel Perreau 
X a for ' 
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for six tfiodsand pcfunJs, and the ot1i«r to himself 
(Robert) for five thousand three hundred pounds : 
that for five fhodsand three hundred pounds, on 
which ht hrnt him four thousand pounds, was to ha 
repaid on the 26th of March, with the three days 
ijracc ; the other wa* due on the 8th of March.— 
Ctfnsecftientlj it ippt^td, that th^ money to be 
borroired of Mr. Drumdibnd was designed to re- 
pray thb money actdallv borrowed of Sir Thomas. 
Mr. Wilson d^ectafed, that he filled up the bond at 
the desire 6f Hhe prisoner; and produced his in- 
structions for so doin^. He likevyis^ acknowledged, 
that ht had Jilted up other bonds Cor the prisoner* 
Th^t the hand-writing at the bottom of the bond' 
itas not the h^ttd-ifrriting of William Adair, was 
l^roved by Scroope Ogilvieand James Adair, £isqrs. , 
Mr. James Adstfir tfvras now queMioned by counsel, 
respecting a prii^atd interview he had with Mrs* 
Rndd; but the cOUrt doubted if this might be 
allowed a« evidence. After some observations 
liidde by the counsel for the prisoner, a letter was 
rfcad, which he presumed had been sent bim by 
William Adair, Esq. but which appeared to have 
been written by Mrs. Rudd, and was scarcely tntel- 
Hgible. Robert Perreau, when called upon ibr his 
defence, observed : 

** Mv Ltirds, and Gentlemen of the jury, 
** If I had been wanting in that fortitude, which 
IS the result of innocence, or had found any hesita- 
tion in submitting my proceedings to the strictest 
scrutiny, I need not at this day have stood before 
my country, or set my life upon the issue of a legal 
trial. Supported by the consciousness of my integ- 
rity, I have forced that transaction to light, which 

might 



might cUe have been suppressed ; and I have vo- 
luntarily sought that imprisonment which guilt 
never mvites, and even innocence has been known 
to fly from ; ardently looking forward to this bour» 
as the sure, though painful, means of vindicating a 
character, not distinguished » indeed, for its impor-s 
tance» but hitherto maintained without* a blemish. 
There are many respectable witnesses at band, (and 
many more, I persuade myself, would be found, if 
It had been necessary to summon them upon a 
point of such notoriety) who wiH inform your 
Lordships and the couit, how I have appeared to 
them to act i what trust has been repos^ in me, 
and what credit I had in their ^opinions, for my 
diligence, honesty, and punctuality. In. truth, my 
Lo^s, I am bold to say that few men, in m)r line 
of life, have carried on their business with a fairer 
character, not many with better success. I have 
followed no pleasures, nor launched into any ex- 
pence&: there w not a man living who can cnaree 
me with neglect or dissipation. The honest pronts 
of niy trade have aflfordtd me a comfortable sup- 
port, and furnished me with the means of maintain* 
ing, in a decent sort, a worthy wife, and three pro- 
mising children, upon whom I was labouring to 
bestow the pioperest education in my power; in 
short, we weie as happ^ as a^uence and innocence 
could make us, till this affliction came upon us by 
surprize, and I was made the dupe of a transac- 
tion from, the criminaliry whertof I call God, the 
searcher of all human hearts, to witness, I am now 
as free as I was at the day of my birth. My 
Lords, and Gentlemen of the Jury, men who are 
unpractised in deceit, will be apt~to credit others 
for a sincerity which ^bey themselves possess. The 
X 3 inost 
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f 
most MnAet,\p)mg character have at all tttnesVecn* 
the dupe of craft aqd subtilty/ A jwaih slory,with 
the indulgence of the court, I will relate, Which will 
fornifth strong instances of credunty on- one • part, 
and at the i^ame time will e^thiblt attain of «tich 
consummate artifices on the other, as are not tb be 
equalled in tlie aimals of iniqtlTty, and which might . 
have extdrted an equal confidi!nce 'from a much 
more enlightened understanding than I can claim.** 

Here he proceeded to relate a variety of eircum- 
fitantes, relative to the imposition practised on him' 
byMrs. Rudd. He said, that she was constantly 
conversing about the interest she had with Mr. 
W. Adair; and that Mf. Adair h!td,byhis intetcst 
with the King, obtained the promise of a baronet- 
age for Daniel Perreaii, and was about procuring' 
him a seat in Parliament. That Mr. Adair had 
promised to open a bank, and take thbm both into 
partnei'ship with him : that the prisoner received 
many letters signed Wtliiam Adair, which he had 
no doubt came from that grntleman ; in which werer 
])romiKes of giving them a considerable part of his 
fortune during his life, and that he was to tliow 
Daniel Perreau two thousand four hundred pounds 
a year fcr h*ft household expcnccs, and six hundred 
pounds a year for Mis. Rudd's pin-monty. That 
Mr. Daniel Perreau purchased a hotise in Hariey- 
street for four thousand pounds, which monty Mr. 
William Adair was to give them. ^ That, when 
Daniel Perreau was pressed by the person he bought 
the house of fot the money, the prisoner und^r- 
stood that they applied to Mr. W. Adair, and that 
his answer was, that he had lent the King seventy 
fhousand pounds^ and had pofchated a house in 
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^D-Kf $11 at seven thousand pounds^ th which to 
titty on- the banking- business, and thertfore could 
not spare the four thousand pounds kt that tinle.'^ 
Having rrlated a variety of other circumstances^ he 
thtts Concluded : 

" My Lords, and Gentlemen 6f the Jury,— >I 
fcave now faithfully laid before you, such Circum- 
stances as havitf occurred to my mifcmory, as neccs- 
>aiy for your information, in order as they happened 
fltfring my Acquaintance w|th Mnt. Kudd, undeir 
the character of my brother's wife. Many have 
hitti the sufferers by artifices and impostors^ but 
liever man appeared, I believe, at this or any othct 
ifibpnal, upon Vvhom so many engines ^ere set at 
^eiV. to interest his credulity. It will not escape 
ifee notice o+ this splendid court, that my compas- 
sion was fiist engagtd by the story of Mrs. Kodd*ft 
ihit^eiings, before my belief Was invited to' her re- 
f resentations. let me have credit iVith you fot 
yielding up rtiy pity in the first instance, and yotl 
I'annot thornier I did not withhold my credulity 
afVervtards. It is iVi this natural, this nfectssary con- 
s«fquence> I test" my defchcel 1 was led from error 
♦o error by such iVisensible degrees, that every itep I 
Wok striingthentd my infatuation: When Mr. 
Drummond first hcbitated at the hand-i<rriting at 
(he loot of the bond, if it did not- so alarm me as 
t6 shake my belief in this artful Woman, let it be 
•onsidereil that I had been prevailed upon to nego- 
tiate other bonds of hers, depositing; them in the 
hands of bankers who had never spied any defect, 
or raised the least objection. These' bonds have 
tietn regularly and punctually paid in due time.— 
The letters sent f o tne, as if from William Adair, 
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criticallv agreed with the hand-wrltiii^ of the bond. 
Mr. Adatr did not keep money at Mr. Drum* 
inond*8 ; opportunities of comparing his hand-writ- 
ing for many years had not occyrted» and the heri* 
tation upon his part appeared to me.no more than 
the exceptions and minute precautions of a banker^ 
which could not so suddenly overturn the explicit 
belief that I had annexed to all that was told roe in 
Harley-street Can any greater proof be givoi 
than my own proposal to Mr. Drununondy of lear* 
ing the bond m his hands till he had satisfied hii 
credulity ? Can your Lordships, or Genf lemen of 
the Jury, for a moment suspect, that any man 
would be guilty 6f such a crime, whose proceedings 
were so fair and open ? that single circumstance, X 
am satisfied, will afford my total exculpation. The 
resort^ to Mr. Adair was as easy to Mr. Drummond, 
as to the books in his compting-house $ it does not 
come within the bounds of common sense, much kst 
does it fall witbiq the possibility of guilt, that any 
man living should voluntarily, with his eyes open» 
take a step so directly and absolutely centering in 
his certain destruction. But this circumstance* 
strong as it is, is not all my case. I bless God, the 
protector of innocence, that, in my defence, prooft 
arise upon, proofs : the least of them, I trust, will b6 
thought incompatible with guilt/ It should seem . 
impossible that a guWty pitrson would propose to 
Mr. Drummond to retain the bond for tbe ssLtisfyyif 
tion of his scruples; but that the same person should, ^ 
' after so long a time for consideration had passed 
after my leaving the bond, which was full twenty- 
four hours, openly, and in the face of day» enter 
the shop of Mr. Drnmipond, and demand it he had- 
satisfied all his icrupi.cS| unless a maoj from mere 
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flts]>er!ttion, Iiad been weary of hh life, and sought 
2f dissolution i this, I humblv appRhendy would 
be an absolate impos««ibHtty : but, my Lords, and 
Gentlemen of the Jury, I bad neither in my breast 
the principle of guilt, tior bad I that desperate 
loathing of existence as should bring a shamcfui 
condemnation on my beatd. it is true I bate in- 
▼hed this rrial $ but k is equally true I hkvedone it 
kt tht consciousness of my integrity, because t could 
■bt otherwise go through the remainder of mry days 
^Irh eemfort and satistactkniy uniess I bad the ver- 
^t of my countryman for my acqfoithir, s&d rested 
iliy innocence u^on the purest testimony I could 
Wve on this side the grave. It is plaiti I had anf 
•Importunity of withdrawing myself. How many 
iSien are tbe/e, with the dearest intentions, ytt froih 
ttre apprehension of beitlg ihide thfe ttilk of the 
frvblic, and above all, the d^ead of imprisonmenfy 
atod the terror of a trial, would have thought fhem*^' 
selves happy to have caught at any o^pbrttinity of 
sarving themselves from such a series of distres»^ 
greater confidence can no noan be in, 6f the integ* 
rity of his caie, and the justice of his country .m*^ 
When it was found necessary to the designs of Mrs* 
Rudd, that I and mjr family should be iDade the 
dUpes of her connections with the house of Adatr, 
M may well be believed that tiolhing but the 
sfrronrgest interdictions coukl prevent my endeavours' 
to obtain an Imerview. tn fact, this point was' 
laboured with Consuitimate artifice, and notlnng 
kss than ruin to my brother, and his afaifs was de>- 
it^xeitcti} upon my breaking this injunction. It was 
part of f he same error to believe her in this also. 
A respectable witness has told you, and I do not 
controvert bis evidence, that my confidence in her 
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ausertion^ and in the testimonials that she exhibited 
under the faan^C (^ } believed,) of Mr. Adair» 
were such, in my mistaken judgment, as to be 
equal to the evidence of my own senses, pressed by 
the forms of business to say to Mr. Drummoad» 
that I had seen Mr. Adair myself ^ but I aeitber 
went to Mr. Adair, nor disclosed those pressing mo- 
tives which prevented me. No less free to confesi 
my faults, tnan I am confident to assert my inno- 
cence, I seek no |^aIliation for this circomstanob 
except my temptation and mv failings; and I trw 
it will rather be a matter of surprise, that, in the 
course of a negotiation, through the whole of whida 
I was acted upon by the most artful of imposton^ 
that this only deviation was to be found j and yet. 
this very circumstance carries with it a clearer 
conviction of my being the dupe of Mrs. Rudd*s 
intrigues, than any I have to offer in my defence % 
and if my subsequent proceedings, and die alacritj 
I shewed in going with Mr. Drummond to Mr. 
Adair, together with my conduct before this gen* 
deman, n, as I apprehend it is, ab^^olutely irreoon* 
cileable with a consciousness of guilt, the circum* 
stances above-mentioned will serve to shew with 
what a degree of credulity the artlHces of Mn. 
Rudd had furnished me. Up6ii the whole, if, ia 
the above detail,'no circumstances are discovered in 
which an innocent man, under the like delusion 
with myself, might not have acted as I have acted» 
and, at the same time, if there be very many parti- 
culars in which no guilty man would have conduc* * 
ted himself as I have conducted myself, I should be^ 
wanting in respect to your l|.ordships and the Jury*- 
if I doubted the justice of their verdict, and which. 
' is inseparable frgm it^ my honourable acquittal*** 

rtm 
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Tlie prisoner now proceeded to call his witnesses, 
George Kinder deposed, that Mrs. Rudd told him 
*' tlKtt she was a near relation of Mr. James Adair f 
tkat he looked upon her as hv( child, bad promised 
to make her (brtune^ and with that view had re- 
commended her to Mr. William Adair, a near re-> 
lation, and intimate friend of his, who had promised 
to set her husband and the prisoner up in the bank - 
ii^ business. He likewise deposed, that .the said 
Mr. Daniel Pcrreau was to be made a baronet, and 
described how she wouki act when she became a 
bdy. This witness deposed, that Mrs. Rudd often 
fnrteoded that Mr. William Adair had calkd to 
«e her, but that he never had seen that gentlemtn 
CB any visit. John Moody, a livery-senrant ofDa^ 
■id Perrcan, deposed, that his mistress wrote two 
visy differeiu bands, in one of which she wrote let* 
lers to' his master, as from Mr. William Adair, and 
■I the other the ordinary busmess of the family ; 
iftat the letter* written iii the name of William 
Adair were pretended to have been kft in his mas. 
mi's absence $ that his mistress ordered him to givf 
iiaem to bis master, and pretend that Mr. Adair" 
fed been with his mistress for a longer or shorter 
lime, a» circrnnstances requifcd. This witness like^ 
wise proved, that the hand at the foot of the bond, 
and tnat of bis mistress* fictitious writing, were pre- 
cisely the saoM i that she used different pens, ink, 
and paper, in writing her common and fictitious 
Irttcrs) and that bbe sometimes gave the witness 
MtAi a crown, when he had delivered a letter to her 
«M.»«£iction. He saklj^ he had seen her go two or 
flkree times to Mr. J. Adair's, but never to Wil- 
liam's j and that Mr. J. Adair obce visited his mis- 
on htr lying in. Susanna Pcrreau .(the pri- 

soner's 



<240 rsRfiCAV. 

9<Mier*fi tisttr) deposed, to the faaving seen a notede- 
livcred to DatteLFerreau, by Mrs. Rudd, for rnoe*' 
.teen tbouioind poonds, drawn, as by William Ad^U^ 
OD Mr. Oroft, the banker, in favour pf Daniel Per- 
reau. Elizabeth Perkins swore, that, a week before 
the forgery was diaoovcred,. her mistress gave hor « 
letter to bring back to her in a qnarter of an hoyr* 
and say k was brought by Mr. Coverley, wh^ h^ 
been servant to Dani.l Perreau : that the gav^ hi^r 
mistrctt this letter, and her master ipftantly brpl^ 
the seal. Daniel Perreau declare i, that the ptur- 
sort of this letter was « that Mr. Adair desire4 
her to apply to k'u brother, the pri$oner, to procurt 
him ^vt thousand pounds upon his ( Adair.*Sj| bon^* 
in the same manner as he had dope before $ thai 
Mr. Adair was unwilling to have it appear tb^t thi^ 
money wae raised for him, and therefore di^aiced %9 
bate the bond lodged with* some confidential friend^ 
that would not require an assignment of it i th^t 
lus brother, on being made acquainted with his re- 
quest, shewed a vast deal of reluctance, and said it 
was a very unpleasant work ; but undertook it with 
a view of obliging Mr. William Adair.*' The 
counsel tor the prosecution demandihg, ^* if he did 
not disciaini all knowledge of the affair before Mr. 
Adair,*' he said, he denied ever having seen the 
bond before, nor had he a perfect knowledge of it 
till he saw it in the hands of Mr. Adair. David. 
' Cassady, who assisted Mr. R. Perreau as an apothe- 
cary, deposed, thai he lived much within the profits-, 
of his professiotij and that it was reported he wai; 
going into the banking business. John Leigh; 
clerk to Sir John Fielding, swore to the prlsuner*s 
coming voluntarily to the office, and giving intqr.. 
mation that a forgery had been committed ; on> 

which 
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which Mrs. Rodd was apprehended. Mr- Leigh 
was asked» if she '< ever ciidrged the prisoner with 
^ny knowledge of th6 tran^ction till the Justices 
were hearing evidence to prove her confession dF 
the facr.^ Mr. Leigh aiisweredy that he did not 
recollect that circumstance, but that on her first ex* 
Amination die did ^ot acCtUe the! prisoner. Mr. 
Perreau now called several persons of rank to his 
character. Lady Lyttleton being asked , if she 
thought him capable of such a crime,— '* supposed 
she could have done it as soon herself.** Sir Johif 
Moore, Sir Jdhn Chaplnan, General Rebow, Cap- 
tain Ellis, Captain Burgoyne, and other gentlemen^ 
spoke most bighly to the character of the prisoner i 
yet the Jury jomui bim guilty !t! 

, On iIk trill of D^fiiel Ferre^ra, the same facts 
«icr« repaajted by the same witnesseti. In hisde- 
lenee, the prisoner declared, that Mrs. Rndd had 
given him oie bond as a tme one ; that he beKeved 
if 'geodine, audientic< and^valid; and protested* by 
ail his hopes of happiness in this life, and in w fu- 
tuie, tliat be had never concei^d an idea of an^ 
tiling so baxe as the defraading any man of his 
property. He added, *' I a^i^ure the Almighty s^ 
to assist oie in my present dangerous situation, as I 
speak here be£iM*e you/* He tailed several persons 
tD prove the artifices which Mrs. Rudd had prac« 
tised to deceive hira» Many persons of fortune and 
oredit appeared to his diaracter \ and spoke of bis 
conduct^ previous to the fatal event, in terms of the 
highest approbation j but the Jury fimnd bim als0 
gmkyta 

The unfortunate brothers now received sentence 

of death, but were not executed till Januarv. i77^» 
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because tbongb Mrs. Rodd had been admiued aa 
cvidet)ce» the Judges coumiittcd her as a prinoi|al. 
Her trbl came on, April i6, 1775, when John 
Moodv the servanti who had sworn that she wrote 
two ditfcrent hands, in his crov-ezamiBatioa ac- 
knowledged, that be had never seen her write Mr. 
Adair* s name: therefore the Jury, after a short 
consultatjouy pronounced the following curious and., 
ftbgular verdict, *< According to the evidence be- 
fore us. Not guilty.** The behaviour of the br»- 
dle^^ after their conviction, was, in every respect^ 
proper for their unhappy situation. Great interest 
was made to obtain a pardon for them, particularly 
for Robert, in whose nvour seventy-ei^ht bankers 
and merchants of London signed a petition to the 
King i the newspapeiBwerc illcd with paragraphs^ 
evidently written bydisintefested perMns, m favour 
9£ men whom they thought dupes to the designs of 
an artful woman : bttt*in consequence of lie New 
Act against forgery, mercy was deemed impolicy. 
On tlpe day of execution the brothers were ftvoured 
. with a mourning ooach, and it was thought that 
thirty thousand people attended. They were both 
dresKd in mourning, and behaved with the most 
Christian resolution. When they quitted the 
90ach and ^ot into the cart, they bowed respectfully 
to the sherifi*s, who waved their bands i» a final 
adieu. After the customary devotions, they cros*. 
sed their hands, joining the four together, and ia 
this manner were launched into eternity. The^ 
had not hung more than half a minute when their 
bands dropped asunder, and they appeared to- die . 
without pain. Each of them delivered a paper to 
the Ordinary of Newgate, which declared their in-, 
aucencty and aKribctf the blame of the whole 
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Iransaction to tbe artifices of. Mn. Rudd ; indeed^ 
many gave credit to tbetr assertions} and a great 
many thought Robert *wholfy innocent. They suf* 
fered at Tyburn, on the lytb of January, 2776— « 
On the Sunday following the bodies were carried 
from tht house of Robert in Golden-square, and» 
after the usual solemnities, deposited in the vault of 
St. Martin's church. The coffins were covered 
with black cloth and nails, and a black plate on 
each, inscribing their names, the day of their death* 
and their ages, (42} being twin-brothers. They 
nvere carried in separate hearses | their friends at- 
tending m mourning' coaches. The crowd was so 
great, that the company could with difficulty get 
into tbe church j but at lenth the ceremony was 
decently performed, and the mob dispersed. . 
[^ PERROT, JOHN, (defrauder,) was a na- 
^ve of Newport-Pagnell in Buckinghamshire, where 
be was born in the year 1723. His father died 
when he was only seytn, and hi& mother when he 
was nine years of ajge i but by their death he be- 
came entitled to'a fortune of one thousand five hun- 
dred pounds. Jflisgpardian now'put him to school at 
Gillsborough in Northamptonshire, and afterwards 
apprenticed him at Hampstead in Hertfordshire* 
Coming to London in the year 1747, he opened a 
warehouse for the sale of lace j and, in 1749, he 
took a shop in Blowbladder-slreet, between New- 
gate-street and Cheapside$ whence, in the year 
1752, he removed to Ludgate-hill, and commenced 
business as a wholesale lintn-dr.per. His returns 
for six years were considerable) and his payment? 
being punctual, he lived in a great degree of cre- 
dit. In tbe year 175S, he formed the scheme of 
defrauding his creditors } from this time to January, 
V % 17^0* 
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f7^o, he got CTcdit fot goods fo the amoniir of 
near thirty thousandponnds. Thete goods were 
lent to a man named Tnomsoif, in Monkweil-streeta 
who sent for othe^ tradesmen^ and sold thetn at a 
I'educed price, on the pretence of ben)g an agent 
for some manuhctureis in the. country. Perrcrt 
' having thus repeatedly acquired mon^y, and being; 
unable to pay his btHs, summoned his creditors tc/ 
meet at the Half-Moon tavern in Ctieapside, ^her^ 
he'mformed them fhat he could no longer disdmrge 
bis obli^rions ; on which they agreed to take out 
a commission of bankruptcy against him. Being[ 
How made a bankrupt, and the assignees havmg in- 
spected his booksy they found such irregularity fn 
nh Jtcebunts, and so great a deficiency in the sum in 
which h€ was indebted, that they had ereat rea^ 
to s\i^pect that he defrauded them, l^rrot, con* 
icidus that he had not acted honourably, petitioned 
Ae Lord Chancellor to enlarge the term of his sur- 
render; and this petition l>eing complied with, tht 
commissioners Wert served with an order for such' 
enlargement, just as they had met for a final exami* 
nation of the bankrupt. This additional time gave 
the creditors an opportunity of enquiring how the 
effects had been disposed of, and in consequence of 
their enquiries they found that a box had been senc 
by Pcfrot to Patrick Donelly, a barber, in Bell-jrard, 
near Templc-baf. The commissioners of bank- 
ilipt having summoned Donelly to attend them, he 
«aid that the box had been carried from his house to 
rtiat of Mrs. Feme, near Queen-square. Mrs. 
Feme, hieing surairfoned before the commbsioners^ 
deposed, that the box In question contained nothing 
but letters, and that she wak not in possessiou of 
any of Perrot^s effects. Among the creditors who 
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cmme to prove their debtf» was a Mr. Whitton, o^ 
Northampton, to whom was owing upwards of four 
thousand pounds* Perrot told the creditors that 
the just demand of Whitton was not nnore than, 
one thousand eight hundred pounds | and that all 
the surplus must be for usurious interest : but this 
aspersion was immediately wiped away by Mr. 
Whitton, who proved that he had never taken 
more, and frequently less, than the legal interest.-— 
On the last day of Perrot*8 examination before the 
commissionersi they were so dissatisfied with his 
answers to the Questions asked him, that they com- 
mitted him to Newgate, on the i3rh of April,i76o« 
During his confinement, he was repeatedly visited 
by Mrs. Feme, who came gaily dressed, and at. 
tended by a livery servant. On these occasions Per- 
rot used to clean the knives, while Mrs. Feme d res- 
ted a steak, in order, as it was presumed, to keep 
up the appearance of frugality. After a confine- 
ment pf several months in Newgate^ he moved the 
Court of King*s Bench, that a writ might be issued 
for his being brought up and examined. This waa 
granted, but, after counsel had been heard for and 
apinst the bankrupt, he was remanded to New* 
pit, there to remain till be should give satisfactory 
answers to his creditors. After this, he made a re- 
application to the Lord Chancellor, in which he al- 
ledged that, having conformed to the laws respect- 
ing bankrupts, be ought to be discharged. This 
matter was debated before the Chancellor, when it 
was determined that the orisoner could obtain re- 
dress onFy in the Court or KingVBench $ as the 
matter in c|ui(st)on was strictly of legal dtterinina- 
tk>n. Hereupon he wa^ again carried before the 
Court o( King*s-Bench } but the Judges, having 
T 3 ' no 
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no doubt of the legality of his former commitment^ 
remanded him to Newgate. Undismayed by his ill 
success^ he moved the Court of King's Bench a 
third time $ but judgment went against him> and 
he was once more sent back to his place of confine- 
ment. On the certificate of the judgment of the 
Court of King^s Bench in that of Chancery* the 
Lord Chancellor dismissed t^errot^s petition. Th is, 
however, did not deter him from a further proce- 
dure i for he moved the Court of Common Fleas 
for an action against his creditors, for having false- 
ly imprisoned him : but this application was attend- 
ed with no better success than the former. In the 
interim the assignees advertised a reward of fort^ 
percent, on the discovery of the eflPects, which jt 
v^as presumed he had concealed. Atthb^eri9df 
M'r. Hewity a principal creditor, while walking on 
the terrace pf Lrocoln's-inn garden, observed one 
Mary Harris leaning over the wall, with looks of 
extreme dejection. Prompted by humanity, he en«. 
c^uired into the cause of her' distress, when she told 
him that a gentlewoman, named Feine, with whoni 
she had lived, had discharged her, and she knew 
not where to apply for employment. Mr. Hewit*s 
curiosity being excited by the name of Feme, he 
made some enquiries i in coiieequence . of which he ^ 
directed her to Mr. Cobb, who was attorney for the 
assignees under the commission. Mr. Cobb, having . 
asked^ her some questions, took her before Sir John 
Fielding, to wlhom she confessed that she .had 
known Mrs, Jfeme about four years ^ that she was , 
thenveiy ppor j and both of them took lodgings in 
Shire-lane, near Temple- Bar^ She farther said,, 
that in the year 1760, Mrs. Feme called on her, 
and bade her come to her lodgings, where sfie hired 
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her as a servant ; that $he heard her mistress fre- 
quently talk of Perrot as a bankrupt, and had seen 
bank notes in her possession to the amount of four 
Uiousand pounds. She added, that she had oftea 
been with her mistress to Newgate, to sjee Perrot j 
and that the mode of their living, after he had ob- 
tained his liberty, was^ the frequent subject of their 
conversation. She farther said, that sne had seen 
them cut some bank notes, the halves of which Mrs. 
Fcrne carried to her loggings, and the other halves 
Perrot secreted in his trunk. Sir John Fielding now 
issued his warrant for searching Mrs. Ferne*s lodg-*. 
iDgs, in which were found the halves of several bank 
notes; and the commissioners of bankrupt issuing 
their warrant for the search of Perrot 's room in 
Newgatc>.the other halves of the bank notes, cor- 
responding with the formerjwere found in the bot- 
tom of his trunk.. In consequence of these dis- 
coveries. Mis. Ferhe was carried before Sir John 
Fielding,. to whom she declared, that tl^e notes were 
her own property, and that she had received them 
of gentlemen> in consequence of obligations which 
they lay under to her for favours. The assignees], 
however, were of a different opinion,' and traced 
these very potes back to Thomson, who took them 
for goods which He had sold on Perrot^s account. 
The guilt of perrot being thus manifest, he was re- 
ndoved from the room which he bad hitherto occu- 
pied, in Newgate, and confined in a place of greater . 
security, assigned for the reception of common 
felons. At tne sessions held at the Old Bailey, in 
the month of September, 176 1, he was brought to 
trial, convicted on the fullest evidence, and received 
the judgihent of the law« Having been now lodged 
in one of the cells j .he laid a plan td effect an 
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escape^ for wbich purpose a number of tailors were, 
hired to rescue him in the day-time while he should ' 
be going from the chapel to the cell. ' .To afford a 
proper occasion for this rescue, Perrot expressed his 
nvisbes that the prayers in the chapel mi|;nt be mors 
frequently repeated : but, about this tune, a hint 
was given to the keeper of Newgate, not to permit 
the convict to be longer from his cell than during 
the time that he was at and going to and from the 
chapel. It was likewise hinted to the Ordinary of 
Newgate, that it would be proper to visit the pri* 
soner at uncertain hours, and not more than one in 
the day. On the arrival of the warrant for his exe* 
cution, he seemed to be less alarmed than might 
have been expected i and said only ** The will of 
the Lord be doi^e.** Two of his assignees visiting 
him on the day before his death, it was exptected he 
would have (nade a full acknowledgment of his 
offences ; but this he declined to do, saying, ^* I 
have this day received the hply sacrament, and will 
answer no more questions/* )le confessed, on the 
morning of his execution, that he had been justlj 
condemned j appeared exceedingly anxious wi^i re- 
gard to the disposal of his body, which he desired 
might be buried in the church of the parish in 
which he was born $ but seemed greatly terrified at 
the idea of the dreadful scene that was soon to en» . 
sue. He was carried from Newgate to Smitli field $ 
while under the gallows he seemed to be greatly 
agitated ; and when the Ordinary of Newgate went 
to attend him, he was looking earnestly for tha 
hear^« which was to receive^ his body ^ a circum- 
stance that gave occasion to many people to think 
that he was looking in expectation of a, reprieve. 
He suffered November xi| 1761. 
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THtLtXPS, JOHN. See Tsdwkll, J. ' 

,PHU*pE!, MARIA THERESA, (mur- 
i>Eii EH) otherwise MaHV Benson, a woman oft 
masculine behaviour, who, qn May 23, 1795, was 
found guilty of yiolcntJij .^^i"g( ""^^nl John Courr 
lAis a plromissory note, value aoool. tor which she 
Wa3^ imprisoned iz. months.' She was afterwards 
indicted for the wilful murder of Maty Co*, oh the 
2Sth of bcttobcf 1797, in Gordon-street, Sr. 
George's in the East. It appeared in evidence, 
that the deceased was acquainted with the (>rison- 
er, and that sht: had called at her lodgings that 
mottling. Soon after, the mistress ai' the howe 
heard a scuffle and grdaning; she called two neighs 
hours, and goiiTg to the prisoner's do<*f, which was 
locked, asked what was the matter ? she replied^, 
the woman was only fn a ftt, and thai s^e' was get« 
ttng hiettcr. She opened tlie door a lifcUe, \Aeti 
the witnesses saw &he wasi bloody: two persons 
went for a doctor, and a third pusHiUg open the 
door, saw the deceased bleeding npon the ground 
-'-she ran down stairs, crying murder, and, to her 
g^eat terror, was followed by the wounded wottian^ 
who laid hold of her; Mrs. Benson came down 
after the deceased was got into the kitchen, where 
sHci was when the surgeon and beadles came— she 
was unable to speak, but yet made her^-etf under: 
stood by one of the beadks, that she had been thus' 
v( ounded by a wbm^n up stairs.' He went up to 
the prisoner, who was sittmg on the bed, and said 
to her, " For (iod Almighty's sake, what have 
you done to the woman below f she answered, 
*^ I dont know ; I believe the devil and passion 
, bewitched me.*^ There was part of a finger and a 
case knife lying upon the table; htsaid, «* Is this 

the 



ftSO PHXPoi. 

tbe knife you did the woman^s buttoett with V* ah* 
ainswtred, "Yes." *« I« this your finger V* " Ycs^'' 
•« Did the woman below cut it off?" «* Yes ;** 
but this the deceased denied, upon his afterwaids 

2uestioning her with it. The surgeon described 
le deceased to have received five wounds uponr 
the throat and neck» besides several wounds in 
several parts of the body, and agreed with the 
surgeon who afterward attended her in the Hospi- 
taly that those wounds were undoubtedly the cause 
cf her death. The day after, the deceased made a 
declaration before a Magistrate, wherein she 
stated, that she had purchased of the prisoner a 
gold watch and other articles, for which she paid 
eleven pounds, and then asked for a china^ coffee« 
cup, which stood upon the chimney-piece, iiito the 
bargain } the prisoner bid her take one; but, la 
doing so, she stabbed her in the neck, and after- 
wards had her under her hands more than an hour, 
■he calling murder all the time, till at last she eot 
lier upon the bed, when she said she would, kill bcr 
outright, that she might not tell her own story. 
The prisoner, in her defence said, that the deceased 
wanted to purchase only part of the things which 
she wanted to dispose of, and, fipon her refusing, 
to divide them, she became angry, and said that 
she only wanted the money to go to London to be 
Courrois*s mistress again : The pnsoner, rep4ied, 
that was a lie, for ^e never had been Courtois*s 
mistress: the deceased retorted, that it had been 
proved so at the Old Bailey. She. said, that was 
a d— d lie j and from this they both proceeded to 
very abusive language, and much violence. There 
were two knives lying on the table i the deceased took 
•ney and making a violent thrust at the prisoner, 

cut 
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cut off one of her fingers. In the heat of her 
paaiion> full of pain, and stteaming with blooci» 
she stabbed her i but solemnly declami she had no 
recollection of What passed afterwards, until she 
found herself in her own room, covered with blood* 
^* This, she, said, was the truth i the deceased, if 
alive, must confess she had been most in faulty 
and that which afiected her the most was, that she 
had done her any injury.** The landlady where 
the deceased lived, and another person, to wnom she 
was well known, proved that she had a great 
respect for the prisoner, and had often heard hec 
declare that she believed the prisoner had the sam^ 
for her. Mr. Baron Penyn, who tried the prisoner, 
then addressed the jury as follows :— 

** Gentlemen, 

' '* This charge against the prisoner at the bar^ 
Maria Theresa Phipoe, othewise Mary Benson^ 
for the wilful murder of Mary Cox, by stabbing 
her in different parts of the body» and fftving her 
several mortal .v«%unds, of which she diedj you 
have heard the evidence on both sides, both on the 
part of the prosecution, and also on the part of 
the prisoner, at considerable length { and all that 
will he necessary for me, in the discharge of my 
duty, will be to recapitulate that evidence, aind if 
I mistake, in any pointi I request the counsel oi| 
both sides will correct me. (Here the learned 
judge summed up the evidence on both sides, and 
tfien added) Gentlemen, this is the evidence : it 1$ 
a very suspicious circumstance against the prisoner^ 
that she should send out her landlady at that parti* 
cular time to buy brandy and breadj and when she 

jeturoed^ 
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returned^ toprcvent iTer bringing it Mp stairs, saying, 
it would not be wanted for some time ; that is a pre- 
sumption Ae was occupied about somediing that 
interested her at that time; with respect to ffcc 
imderstandfaig of the* prisoner^ the witnesses have 
all 8Wom» who speak to that point, that the was in 
her proper senses: you have heard the defencfe 
which she has made $ now^ to be sure, if she had 

fiven the same account to the beadie, which «he 
as done in court to-day, it would have op era ted 
very much in her favour .* if tll!s latter account was 
true, «%hat could be the meaning of concealing tlie 
knife in her bosom, and giving it up with so nrad» 
reluctance. It is stated by the deceased and bf 
teveral witnesses, that she had locked the door, 
and for some time denied admission to the neigh- 
bours. If she had been attacked, as she alledged> 
and was subject to passion, why did she obMruct 
the miaas of pccvisting her passion from producing 
any omchief. Her threatening to kill the deceased 
CKitrigbt tb»t ^ might not be able to tell her own 
story, was a very unfavourable circurast^ince to 
her. Ther« does not appear to be any colour for 
her barbarous treatment of the deceased, who had 
always regarded her with affection ; and all the 
evidence vi^ich the prisoner has pcoduced in her 
behalf, does not appear to me to diminidi the 
eAormity of th^ cliarge against her. But ft is for 
you to pronounce, in the case, as it appears to 
YQW judgments and consciences : if, from all the 
circurnstancesj you are of opinion that she has 
intentionally and maliciously committed the crime 
charged against her, you must find her guilty; 
bjut, if it appears to you that the deceased was the 
aggressor, and drtvy hsr fate u|>on licrsclf, you 

will 
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The J»r3r jetired for twenty imiMie^^ ^nd return- 
ed with A veadict— guilty. Proclaffuition bting 
-made in the qsuaI f«m» Mf. Baron t'crryn jouae- 
diately proceeded to pass sentence, th;»t^e shoujfl 
?be exvcitted on the Monday following, and her 
body afterwards dissected 9nd anatotaized, accordif)g 
^o tkc stattttc. When the judge ca«ne to this part 
•of the seateoce, die prisoner «aidt *' you ma/ 
rspeak out, I am not afcaid :'* «Ad when he h^ 
-fioifhed with the iMual word, ^ ikt X^ord haiit 
tineiicy on thy soul \*'' Mtf said^ <* I do not plai;e 
very great dependence on yoiv m«rcy/* The 
•priaotter, appeared b«th before and after tkc ^lam- 
nation of At witnesnes, vuch conoeroed aibout Jbuar 
ptopeity, and said tbat.sbe had not reoeived J^q|c 
all the money that Jay about the room w,hc^ the 
officers entered it$ and on the imo notes bfeuijg 

rduced in court, she said they were mat Jier^s, 
the property that she required was .all in golg* 
She sufFeced I>ec. ii, 1797- However ioiprop^r 
ber conduct was before, she then behaved Avit>h d|ie 
-ikcorum, beinj^ attended bgr a lUupan ^jcathoUc 
priest. She left a guinea for the si^tit deseivii^ 
debtor in the gaol, and gave the same sum to the 
CKecutiooer« After hanging an hour, in the view p{ 
a gwat number of spectators* one-third of whom 
wett females, the body was cut down, and deliver- 
cd to the aargeons for dissection* ^n her last 
moments^ the confessed the justness of ber sentence, 
but denied her having cut o^ ber own finger, 
•saying it was done in the scuffle wjth .the woman 
she murdered. She also denied to the last having 
poisoned a young wvmau ttmtf ye^jrs sinicc> wj^o 
voi.. u. z had 
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had left her t legtcy of loool. She owned^to hare 
been guilty of manj tnoroiities aind attributed 
lier fiequent gusts of pa»ion to the use of lau- 
danum. Her body was publicly^ and indeed most 
sbamefitUj exhibited in a place built for the pur- 
pose in the Old Bailey. 

*]PINK. EDWARD.-PINK, JOHN. Sec 
Waltham Blacks, the. 

PLACKET, JOHN, (highwayman) was the 
son of poor but honest industrious parents, living 
at Islington, who placed him at a charity school, 
whence he was apprenticed to Mr. Pullen, wheel- 
wright, of St. JohnVstreet. He absconded from 
lits master before four years of his apprenticeship 
were expired, and entered on board of a map of 
war. His character as a sailor was unexceptiona- 
h\t\ but when the ship was paid off, he contracted 
an acquaintance with a narober of dissolute people, 
and having soon spent hi& wages in scenes of riot 
and dissipation, he commenced foot- pad. Having 
anbMSted sometime by the commission of robberies 
on the highway, he broke into a house near 
Hocklcy-in-the-hole, and stole a quantity of kitchen 
furniture j for which offence he was tried at the 
Old Bailey, and sentenced to seven years transpor- 
tation. Soon after the expiration of the term of 
his exile, he returned to England, and committed 
several robberies between Islington and London. 
On the loth of June, 1762, he was drinkingwith 
some sailors, during the greatest part of the day, 
at a public-house in Wappingj and abvut twelve 
at night left them, with an intention of committing 
a robbery. The same night Mr. Fayne, a Norway 
merchant, ^as returning from the Danish coffee- 
house in Wellclosc-fquare,. (where he had spent the 

evening 
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tvening' wkh sonic friends) to his lodgings in Shad- 
wcUj when losing his way, he enquired of a 
hackney -coachman the road to Shadwell i but, fti 
he spoke very indifferent English, the man could 
not understand him $ and he presently applied foe 
the same purpose to another hackney-coachman i 
at which instant Placket came up, Smd made signs 
to Mr. Fayne to follow him, saying, he was going to 
Limchouse. They walked together through many 
streets and obscure lanes and passages, till they 
came into the fields j when Mr. Fayne observed, 
that they could not be in the right road j but the 
other pretended not to understand him. Thef 

froceeded to the fields near Islington, when Mr. 
ayne became greatly alarmed, and expressed much 
uneasiness, while his treacherous companion, going 
behind him, struck him a violent blow on the back 
of his head, which occasioned him to fall to the 
ground. The unfortunate gentleman lay for some 
time in a state of total insensibility 5 but upon 
recovihg the use of his faculties, he found himself 
entirely naked, and perceiving Placket standing near 
him with his cloaths and his pocket>bookin his hands. 
In a few minutes Placket made off with his booty, 
which, exclusive of the cloathes, did not amount 
to much more than a guinea and a half. The lost 
of blood rendered Mr. Fayne so exceedingly weak, 
that it was with great difficulty he rose and got to 
a dry ditch, where he had not been long before he 
perceived a light at the turnpike house in the 
city-road, and, as well as his weak condition would 
permit, crept to the spot. The gate-keeper readily 
admitted him, put him in his own bed, and, 
having attended him during the night with lauda- 
ble aasiduity. and tenderness, recommended to bU 
z a unfortunate 
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mufmkwkm! ftet to snA fai Mt. Oi utfawm # 
mtgton o§ ikili and ciMKaot in Old-itfMt. Mr« 
FayD« was aCteiuM tbe ntst aMtmiagr |y^ hbr^ 
^ctHkmm^ anddistt gcntkiiMin beivg cuoveriaaf 
feoth i» the Pnitek and Latia \mpi9gitg Im i*cei9^ 
id < ^ticulor account of the cnwi tinaiBwm 11% 
f<t«m had received mm tke pcec^iag night. Th^ 
iarfton rcco m naendiag bim to very ^mcael )odg<« 
lags lA m leputable fsuaiiy in Brick-kaa, OUU 
atrett* atteoded bim till he was pcrfetdy ftcover«f « 
Mr. Fayttc was Yiskad by aiaay of tbe Norwe||ft«a 
inercbaatty and otber penoos of reputation. Hii 
Xberally tewaaicd tbe bumane tutnfiike-manf f&t 
the Icind aiiistanoe be had aibnied to hinw Saoil 
dfter fbii M4>bery %nA erael- treatment^ iflfeamr* 
iiofi of ihe affair wa$ girea befbae jostice Waidiy 
who advertiMd a reward for apprehending tb» 
dffendcr i and in a iew days PlacJtet was taken at 
kit lodgings ill Gtay's-imi lane. Tbe shirt that Mv, 
Fayne wore when be was robbed waa foand in his 
foom i and the persons waa traced to wkon he hod 
soM the doatbs. Placket being taken befoije i 
magistrate for examination, the evidence againel 
kim was deemed sufficient to put him jan bis tnal ^ 
and he was therefore committtd to Clerkenwelh 
bridewell. He now solicited to be admitted ait 
evidence for the csowa against a nuorber of ac- 
compliees, bat was denied ; however he afterwards 
acknowledged that no person was conoevned with 
kim in the robbery of Mr. Fayne, Aid that it wat 
not in his power to give information against any 
ofFenden At the nejit sessions at the Old Bailey 
ke was sentenced to be banged, and his body 
16 be hmig in chains. He regularly attended divioe 
tervke in the ekapel, and behaved with a decency 

becoming 
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becoming^ hitf tinhappy sittiadafi during the tine ' 
that he remained iq Ne«vgate. The place appoint* 
cd for his execiftion was near the City-road i when 
he arrived there^ he pointed to the spot where he 
bad robbed Mr. Favne» saying, his soul was struck 
yrith honor when he reflected upon his cruelty to 
that gentleman. Observing his uncle among the 
croud, he called to him, and pulling a ring from 
hi» finger, offered it him ; but it was some time 
before he could prevail upon the uncle to accept 
ir. Having confessed the many robberies he had 
committed, and employed some time in fervent 
prayer, he was turned off, amidst an' amazing 
concourse of people. While he was hanging, the 
rails on the footway of the City- road were forced 
down by the pressure of the crowd, and a great 
number of people fell into a triangular hollow^ 
' formed by the meeting of the City and. GoswclU 
street roads j by which accident many were dan* 
gerouslv hurt. This hollow was afterwards called 
Jack Plackefs Common, After hanp^ing the usual 
time, the body was cut down, and conveyed to 
Finchley-common, where it was put ^into irons, 
and hung on a gibbet, July aS, 176a. 
PLUNKET. See Maclane, J. 
PORTEOUS, CAPT. JOHN, (murderer) 
was the son of indigent parents near Edinburgh, 
who bound him apprentice to a taylor $ at which 
business he afterwards worked as a journe}'man. It 
happered at this time that a gentleman who ha4 
been lord provost of Edinburgh, growing tired of 
his mistress, wished to disengage himself from her 
in a genteel manner : and knowing Po^teous to b« 
very poor, he proposed his taking her off his hands* 
by making her his wife. When the proposition 
was first amde to the lady she rejected it with much 
K 3 diidaini 
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dMii«iB» thinking k a gmt d«glkda^ofc t» J 
wkh a joarncymaii taylor: but on the gmde* 
800*8 piwm»ing her a foitooe of iive bundnsd: 
poumltt she cdmentcd, and they were matriedl 
sccordiagly. Porteont now oemmenced master^ 
and met with good tueccw for tome ttme> bat bctn^^ 
much addicted to company, he negketcd h« t^iui* 
ncas; by which means he lost many of hk 
customers. Hiswifcf in consequence^ wat obliged 
to apply to her old (fiend the provost* to make 
some other protision for then. In Edinburgh 
thrie are three companies of men* of twenty* five 
each, who are employed to keep the peace, and 
take up all offiendcrs, whom they keep in custody 
tin examined by a magistrate. An officer i& ap- 
pointed to each of th^ companies, whom they 
stile captain, with a salary of eighty povnds a. 
year and a suit of scarlet uniform, which in that 
part of the world is reckoned very honourable. 
A vacancy happening by ^e death of one 
of these captains, the provost immediately ap* 
pointed his friend Porteous to fill up the place ; 
* and the latter being now advanced to honour^ 
forgot all his former politencsa, for which he was so 
much esteemed when a tradesman, and assumed all 
the consequence of a man in authority. If a riot 
happened in the city, Porteous was generally made 
choice of by the magistrates to suppress h, he 
being a man of re^olute spirit and unaix^iiainted 
with fear. On these occasions he would generally 
exceed the bounds of his coimaission, and would 
treat the delinquents with the litmost crueky, by 
knocking them down with his mnsquet, and 
frequently breaking legs a*d arms. li sent 
to quell a dtsturbanct in a. boose * of ill*f»ie,. , 
aoiwithataiiding he waaa moat abandgaed ehirac^ 
a ttr 



ttr fiimieK, he «ouM tike pMasove in^'e^poshig; 
fhoMf Itf f«Md 4it<«» h« wooM flico'.treff^tr uft** 
hap'ffy pfotriittMs i»ii4» the grevtcsif kifamnifnitfy 
tfaoctgh niMiy df them haid b«tn iedfu««d byi HiniMlf* 
9ffittg|Bt<iNS ^^ff S6 mtith practttvd in totkfld «• 
tftfe time, that no Iftv»» oenld re«fniin k. Th« 
Mkfigglerft aiftfinbUd m largfe bodies, «0' that th^ 
Kvetiuo^fllcehf coold not tttaek thtsm wtthou0 
tfitdangcirtog th«ir Kvtf. The motft acttvt pentt>» 
in strifing to supprts^ these tinildwfrful pracficet was 
Mtf. Stark, col]eett>f for the comiffy el' Fifer vrhe^ ' 
lleitig ielorffied that one AndHW Wiison had fr 
large qvantitf of eompabond goods ar hfe hoiise^ 
penuttded » namber of men to> aeeompaivy hitn; 
iMd'they seited the goods^ and saMy lodged ihmtr 
as they tkoughc^ iti the Custom-house : b^ Wii«« 
son being a man of an enterprizing spirit, and 
eoneeiving himself injured, went in company «vitlt 
one Robertson, and some mote of his gang, to the 
Custom-house, whew breaking open the doors^ 
tliey recovered their goods, which they broiighif of? 
in carts, in defiance of all opposition. Mr. Starlc 
hearing that such a during insult had been com-* 
Hiitted, dispatched $n aceomit thereof to lbs barom 
of the exchequer, who immediately applying to 
Ifhe Lord Justiee Glark, his lordbhip iseued hi6 
warrant to the sheriff of Fifer commanding him to ' 
assemble all the people in his jurisdiction to seiao 
delin<|iienrs, and replace the* goods* In c<sme' 
ifutnce of tilt above order, many were apprehended 
but aJi^ discharged again for want of evideneey 
except Wilson and Robertson, who wew bothf 
'ibmtd giiilry and sentenced to die. A custom 
prevailed in Scotland at that rime, of taking the eon<* 
demned crimiiitds to church enry Sunday, under th« 
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dre of three or four of the city guards. The 
above two criminaU were accordingly taken to one 
of the churches on the Sunday before they were 
to suffer i when just getting within the door» WiS- 
iony though handcuffed* assisted in his companion's 
escape, . by seising hold of one soldier with hts 
teetn» and keeping the others from turning upon- 
him, while he cried out to Robertson to run. Kom 
bertson accordingly took to hisheels,.and the streets 

' being crouded with .people going to church, he 
j>ats^ uninterrupted, and got out at one of the 
city gates just as they were going to shut it: a 
custom constantly observed during divine service*' 
The city being now alarmed, Porteous was im- 

X mediately dispatched in search of him, but all In 
vain, Robertson having met with a friend who 
knocked off his handcuffs, and procured him a 
horse $ and t(e same evening he got on board a 

, vessel at Dunbar, which landed him safe in Hollaud* 
He afterwards kept a public-house with great 
credit, , near tHe bridge at Rotterdam. On the 
following Wednesday a temporary gallows was 
erected m the Grass-market, for the execution of 
Wilson, who was ordered to be conducted there 
hy fifty men, under the command of Porteous* 
The captain being apprehensive an attempt would 
be made to rescue the prisoner, represented to the 
provost the necessity there was for soldiers to be 
drawn up ready to preserve the peace. On which 
five companies of Welsh f uzileers, commanded by a 
major, were ordered to be in readiness in the Lawn* 
market, near the place of execution. No dis- 
turbance arising, the prisoner, finished his devo- 
tions, ascended the ladder, was turned off, and 
continued hanging the usual time $ at the expira* 
tioA of whicbi the hangman going up the ladder to 

cut 



tat hiih'^wn^ m cttotie sMruck hioi •» di^nosty. and 
caused it to bleed. This stdne was iiMMdiatfly 
followed by many others, at which Poneous wHs 
to much eJBMptfrmedy dlot he ifMtantly ccikd out 
ta kift mon, " Fife aod he dafniiwl ;** dischai^iiSg 
liis own piece at the smne times, ml $h<}oting, a 
yatfn^ mkOf wlltf wan aip{>re»tice to ai CMifectiooep^ 
dead on the spot« Some oi the ipldirrs moi;f 
humanely fired over the heads of the people ; but 
wtfofrtintaiHykiJled tWef thvee w4)^ werelecihmg 
•ut at the windows* Othevs of the spidiew vma- 
tonly fired amongst tlie feet of the mob,, by wbich 
many were so disabled as to be afterwards obliged 
to ntM amjKiUtiefii Pwrteo«e no^ t nde^voeftd 
to dtaw off his aMn» a» the moVgKw e^ieeediingly 
9iit«agso«Sy thf owing stones^ with every tMij^ ehif 
ibey Qou\d kty their haads on, and foittimiiiig t0 
pveMB on the floidier»i. on which PorteoiJi»^ with two 
of his ifteoy tufiaed about aiid fiiied, icilH^g tkref 
more of the people, which amounted to nihe in the 
vviwle tbtit weii hit ^ad* upon die spot | and nnny 
wounihidv A K^jvant wae sem by the major 
of the Welch fuxtleets le enquiie into the cause of 
the ^iMiirbanee, but the mob was so outrageout 
that he ciMrld gun no ieteliigeiife. Pbrteou$« boing 
ftssistedf by the Weicb fuaileers, it last conduciei 
his man toi »be guwd, wiien bejrtg tent for by tht 
p«ovofft,k0 paasedalong eata^iiM|ti6n».a«d was^oonir 
mitted tor ptison in ordkr totailbtbis trial ^rsMiitdeik 
Ote the 6th of Jely> i73$> the ttiol catpe on befofiL 
the Wda of tlie jxisticmyi. previous, to which 
Porteons made a judicial confession that the people 
were kiiloA as mcittioDcd' in the indictments ^ but 

Saded seif defenee His cottncii' then stated the 
lowmg p<nnt o£ IttY ta bo detunintd by the 

judges. 
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juiigesy prerioiit- to the jary being eH^rged * with 
the prisoner s 

'< Whether a military officer with soldiers trader 
his commands being assaulted by the populacoi 
should fin, or order his men to fire» was not acting 
consistent with the natore of self-di3encej according 
to the laws of civilized nations ?^* 

The council being ordered to plead to the ques- 
tion by the .courts they pronounced as their 
opinion^— 

** That if it was prored that captain Porteous 
cither iired a gun, or caused one or more to be 
fired, by which any person or persons was or were 
lulled, and if the said firing happened without 
orders from a magistrate properly authorised, then 
St would be murder in the eye ot the law.** 

Thus the question being decided against himf 
tod the jury impanelled, torty-four witnesses were 
examined for and against the prosecution. The 
prisoner being now called on for his defence, his 
council iiuisted that the magistrates had ordered 
him to support the execution of Wilson, and repel 
force by force, being apprehensive of. a rescues 
that powder and ball had been given them for the 
said purpose, with orders to load their pieces. They 
insisted also, that he only meant to intimidate the 
people by threats, and actually knocked down one 
of his own men for presenting his piece ; that find* 
ing the noen would not obey orders, he drew off as 
many as he could $ that he afterwards heard a firing 
in the reari contrary to his orders. That in order 

to 
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to kfiow wbo had fittd, he would not suffer thor 
pieces to be cleaned till properly inspected, and 
that he never attempted to escape^ though' he had 
the greatest opportunity and might have effected 
k with the utmost ease. They farther insisted, 
^hat admitting some excesses had hctn committed » 
it could not amount to murder, as he was in the law- 
ful discharge of his duty, and that it could not be 
supposed to be done with premeditated malice. In 
answer to this the council for the crown argued, 
that the trust reposed in the prisoner ceased when 
the execution was over; that he was then no longer 
. an officer employed for that purpose for which the 
fire-arms had been loaded, aad that the reading the 
riot- act only could justify their firing, in case a 
rescue had been actually attempted. The prison- 
er's council replied, tliat the magistrates, whose 
.duty it was to have read the act, had deserted the 
soldiery, and took refuge in a house for their own 
.se(;urity, and that it was hard for men to suffer 
, themselves to be knocked on the head when they 
had lawful weapons put into their hands to defend 
themselves. The charge being delivered to the 
jury, they retired for a considerable time, when 
they brought him in guilty, and he received sen* 
tencf of death. The^king being then at Hapover, 
and much interest being made to save the prisoner, 
the queen, by the advice of her council, granted a 
respite till his majesty's return to England. The 
respite was only procured one week before his 
sentence was to be put in execution, of which, 
when the populace were informed, such a scheme 
of revenge was meditated as is perhaps unprece- 
dented. On the 7th of September, 1736, between 
nine and teri in the morning, a large dody of men 

entered 



anas Monging to 4* f uurd | ck^ <bcn {)atTottc4 
tbti «tratH» eryiqg oac» '^ ^ those who dare 
ATei^ ianoctnt blood, let dieip ^roipe hcrc.'^ 
Tbcy liheD shut the gates, atid placed guards at 
^aoh. The »•» bo^ of the fliob, aU dM]g»ui8ed^ 
«narcb^ ia the iseatt tinie to the prison i when 
^dtag some diffiduiky is breaking opien eh* door 
iidth banunen, they immcdiaitdy sec <&« to k ^ taking 
^neat care that the fiaaies ^MMud not spread be^oDd 
th^ir pfoper bounds. The outer door was ihaidly 
isonsiiniod ^efofe they mtbed in, and ordering the 
Jceeper to ^n the dpor of ihe captaipf^s apartment, 
cried out, «< Where is the villain P<orteous ? He 
tepilied, ** Hew I am $ What do you want with 
ioe ? To which they answeMd, tliat rhcy naeaut to 
liang him in the'Gra8s*marf(et, the place where he 
had shed so much innocent biood. His expostulations 
mtt€ ail in vail), they seized him :by the legs and arras, 
and drag^d him instantly to the place of execurion. 
On their arrival, they broke open a shop to find a 
rape suitable fp their purpose, which they imme- 
diately iijted round his ocek, then throwing the 
lother end over a dyer's pole, hoisted him up; 
-when he, endeavouring to save himself, fixed his 
iiands between the halter and his ne«k, whidi 
l»eing obsenred by some of the mob, one of them 
«truck him with an axe* which obliging him to 
j|uit his hold, and thus they soon put an end to his 
life. When satisfied he was dead, they imme- 
.diately dispersed to their aeveral habitations, un- 
molested thenuKlves, and without molesting any 
one else. On the news^f this extraordinary afliair 
being transmitted to London, a proclamation was 
issued, with a «ewaid «f «wo hundred pounds to 

anj 



#rif one wi» wonld discorcr his tcctrniplTce j kt 
t««»et)iien^ -of whi^h some few was taken intt> 
custody', but discWged for want of evidence* 
The magistrates otT Edinburgfh were ordeiiNl to 
Xondon; and they wett: not only fined, but ren- 
dered mcap^ible of acting in a judidal capacity ever 
after. 

POTTER, THOMAS, (MTJRi«RSit,) was ai 
•m^igglei in conjihiction witfh others. He, Wdliam 
"Sfearle, and Thomas Ventrn, were indicted Decem- 
ber 10, i«oo, at the Admiraflty Sessions, held at thte 
'Sef»»ions'house in the<Md Bailey, %efore SirWFHiam 
^ott, the Judge Advocate, "Mr. Justice -Rooke> 
-and Mr. Jilsnce Graham, for the wilful mnrder tff 
fiumphry Glyn, on the «6th of December, 179^. 
IWr. Abbot opened the proceedings on the part rf 
(the cTown,when the Attorney General briefly stated 
t)ie heads of the evidence he was about to submit tt> 
the Jury, and called their attention to the crime df 
which the prisoners stood diargcd. Ambrose Bow- 
men was the first witness called^who deposed, t^at 
tie was setter to an Earcise cutter, stailioned atCaw- 
9and, on Wednesday, the «iJth jday of December, 
1798, about a mile and aniialf from Point Penreej 
that between nine and ten o'clock at night, intelli- 
gence was brought him, that some smugglers were 
«ff the Pen Point $ he immediately manned the boajt 
trith four men, and went in pursuit of rhem ; that 
on bis coming nearly a*breastof the Point, he saw k 
cutter at anchor^ about ha^f a mile south-west of 
the Point; at this time, it was clear moon-light, 
«nd he could discover boats along dcte the cutter'; 
cto approacliing neater, the people on board hailed 
him, desiriVig to know what boat it was ; witness 
jreplicdi ^ it was • King*8 -beat, with a iwrei>ite 
% A . officer j.'* 
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officers** tlie peo{>1eon board then desired witneas 
.to keep off, or th|ey would fire upon themi witness 
replied 9 he was a revenue officer, and they might 
,fire if they pleased { at this time he was distant 
about twenty yards, standing up in the boat, en- 
.deavouring to unfurl the revenue colours, when the 
cre^ on board the cutter commenced firing ; they 
^ad fired three distinct times, when, as he was 
ordering the boat to be well rowed up to the wind» 
he perceived the oar to faU out -of ttie hand of the 
second man, Glyn } he called out to him to jnind 
what he was about, when the man who rowed the 
fore oar exclaimed, «Glyn issliotP* witness then 
took up a musket and fired several times at the cut- 
ter, who returned the JUred very briskly ; but pre- 
sently, cut their cable, hoisted sail, and run before 
the wind; witness continued to fire at the cutter, 
^\kO returned it over the stem of the vesisel, and 
•otne of the shot struck the stern quarter of the 
boat. Witness being unable to pursue, took up 
the buoy the gutter had left behind ; after which « 
he letumed round the Pen Point, and went ^n 
board the Stag fiigate, requesting the surgeon to 
come on board his boat $ suigeon and mate instant- 
ly compli<rd, but found the man quite dead, the fore 
.part of his skull being entirely shot away. On 
^ cross-examination, he said, the Coroner's Inquest 
had set on the deceased, and brought in their ver-r 
.diet manslaughter. In answer to some qtiestions 
the Judge put to him, he said, he had counted three 
distinct fireh^ one, two, three, but it was possible 
one man might have fired all three discha/ges.— 
Roger Toms deposed, that he was a mariner on 
beard the Lottery cutter, on the i6th of December, 
t75)S| off Peni'ce Point, coming from Guernseys 
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»tbat Pof ter» Searle, and Ventin* i^m part of the 
crcv?9 that their cargo ' consisted o£ spirits. They 
bad that night sent several boats to Cavrsand, and 
be believed one boat was along side before he went 
below. On going between decks, he heard some 
voices above cry out* *^ keep off P* and ,afterwards, 
beard repeated, ^Mtisa King^s boat T* A firing 
then took place on board the Lottery, and presently 
orders were given to cut the cable, and they run, 
before the wind, and arrived at port Perrow, Jn. 
Cornwall, before twelve oVlock. A coBversation 
then took place between Potter, Oliver, (the master). 
Searle, and Swanting. Oliver said, he should be 
Sony if any harm had taken place by their firing ; 
Potter observed, *^ he had taken good level when 
be fired his musket at the boat, and was sure he 
saw a man drop." Witness said, Ventin was coolc 
at the time the affair took .place, and was ordered 
below into the cabin by Oliver, to make the pokers 
red kot» with a view of firing off the swivels if tt 
should be found necessary. He also stated, that 
when the above conversation took place he waa 
i^alking on the deck, and could hear what was said,, 
though he was hard of hearing j that the buoy pro« 
duced belonged to the Lottery cutter,; that atter^ 
wards, in coming from Guernsey, the Lottery was 
taken by Captain Bray, and that himself, Searle»' , 
and Ventin, were pn board. On cross-examination, ' 
be said, he had not, though he was very muclL 
shoeked at Potter*s declaration, given notice to any 
magistrate for sue months afterwards i that he bad 
heard the conversation very well though he was 
deaf ; and that to escape prosecution himself, he 
had been induced to come forward against the pri-^ 
^Qners, Captain Gabriel Biay deposed, that he 
zA % was 



was eo«iimaiMH'«f tht tfycidl cMiirr, and llal aqi^ 
fNifvd the Locterf . Ofi tatting f^oisesfwn of Her, km 
#Mmi on boaniy To^M, V0n«m> 9earlc» wkio> shiAl 
tftbersr ^ P*** in K-OTSfand fhfir having siaee pro-* 
aMuttd them, ttieyka^ been ^mtenoed eo twoyeiaitf 
aM boent the Hulks. WHliam Cfci|c«r aaid^, he fra« 
< deputed niafiiier on bciard ah« Hynd| itiaiT 4ie 
ftfiew the Lottery cbticp beft>f« sbte v»afs takeiis awtf 
(Ml he had seen her in ^drf P«;m>fr, oa th< 17th of 
S^cember, i79li< The evidence fer the pro9eoi»<i» 
llion b^HYg doKtdy Hie prt^mei^r^^ye 8Cf«raUy callcll 
<W for flMr d^eHGe» who< asserted- ttietr imiactiMB 
^ theHMH'dtot laid to their charge. Thir counadi 
for t1i« prtaantfi (hem (failed Henry Ro«««, VTiNiana. 
Hookii^y and' Chmlea Ou«f , a41 Comia/h metf, who 
deposed, that «hey knew Tom», that he had the «»» 
l^icatioa of beriTg a chief and a Ipr, and' that i\f€f 
would not ^jeKeve him, thoitirlk he should apeai 
tpoif) hiB'davhr Mr. Jaaeictfireolte samntedup thi 
^videoee/ and told the Jtivy, that the lavr mad^ tm 
diHtinetien between-' the -jiersKm who aefualty ikvfV 
4Mkl those who aided and abetrAi ; they ail weee 
#oiitfdaY«dat guilty of iiuirder* even to the lasf ina« 
on boanl the ca«ter». pro? ided he eoukt not proaa 
Jiia infnocenoe by shewing his at epsion to ffhe i^eaiet^ 
«ftce. Yet it Was not meawt to be inferred thiC 
tbe law waa to b# proeseuted to tile \Siitmo-t rigovr^ 
and ^at if the Jury saw any difttincvion in the 
^riminaMry of the prisoaersi they would ooinc ttbac 
by their ^ndii^. The Jury retired for near atf 
]ko«Mr, when, thty rerumed a aerdiet of gttitty against 
Foeterj and ^quitted Searle' and Vemin. Sir 
Willia«n> Scact tllcn ptfooe«ded to pasa aenteacei* 
the follcwing effect : 

« Thooaa 
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*' Thomas Potter, you have been indicted for 
the wilful murder of fiumpbry Qlyn, on the high 
aeas ; you have been tried before God and your 
country— that country has pronounced, you guilty % 
aud the sentence of the law awaits you. It is with 
regret I see a fellow-creature reduced to the melan- 
choly situation in which you now stand— -a situa« 
tion you have brought upon yourself by the un«. 
lawful and criminal undertaking you engaged in* 
that of taking to yourself an unjust advantage 
above the rest of your fellow subjects. It has long 
been ascertained, that guilt is at all tiroes progress 
aive, and from fraud you have proceeded to the 
siiedding of innocent blood } it is to be hpped, how« 
ever, from your example, that your associates will' 
learn, that when once a man has embarked in 
crime, he is seldom able to stop till disgrace and 
infamy overtakes himj the only way, therefore^ 
to avoid the dreadful late tha^ awaits the commis* 
sion of crime is to continue in perfect innocence, as. 
the slightest deviation may lead to the most con* 
£rmed atrocity. You have but a short time to 
continue in this world, before your forfeit life will 
te required of you j I conjure you to applv that 
time to thoi»e pui poses best suited to your unhappy, 
state, and by an ardent and sincere appeal to that 
God, before whom you are shortly to appear, to 
implore of him that mercy in another world, your 
crimes have deprived you of in this ! It is now my 
duty to adjudge, that you .be carried to the place; 
from whence you came, and from thence you be. 
conveyed, on Friday next, to the place of execution^ 
there to be hanged till you are dead, and that your 
body be given to be anatomized. Prisoner, the. 
Lord have meicy upon your souU'» 
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On aecotmt of the tMe not permitting lut «xeo«^ 
tion on Friday, he was respited until Tbarsday fci^ 
lowing, on which day, (December r«,) hesntifWeA 
at' Execution Oock. He met hlii fate with becooi- 
ihfi^ fesignatiort and sincere contrition. 
• POCTLTER, alias BAXTER, JOHN, (hwh- 
il^ArMANi} was the son of honest people in inJi* 
^nt Circumstances, residing at Newmarket in tfie 
county of Cambridge } who, when he had nearly 
completed his seveAth year, put him to a Jay- 
school, whicfi he continued to attend till he wm 
about thirteen years old, when he was engaged as 
an assistant to tne grooms in the service of die Duke 
Cf Somer^. Having remained in this situarion kit 
tears, he was hired by Lord John CaTeodish,wfa[ose 
Morses he attended* about three years, and then eiK 
ttred into the service of Colonel Lumley, brother 
to the Earl of Scarborough. He was sent by thk 
gentleman three times with horses to France, an^ 
Was considered as an honest and industrious servant. 
Being of a temper that deliglited in a change of 
^uation, he entered on board a trading ship be^' 
longing to Bristol ; .and made' several voyages t9 
the Wett Indies and North America. The ship tor 
which he belonged being paid off on the conclusioit 
of the peace of Aix la Chapelle, he connected hini« 
tfelf with MaVy Brown and Mary Davis, women of 
abandoned characters; and they, in conjunction* 
with John Brown, persuaded him to join them inr 
GOmTAitting depredations on the public. They 
directed their course towards Litchfield, when they 
went into a public house (or refreshment. Bein^ 
introduced to a parlour, Mary Brown observed a 
ehest, and the ltd not being close, she put in her 
kihd, and stole a 'Sum of money, nd several- other 

articles 



•rticlcii of value. Htving obtained' tfieitbot« hoaty^ 
they proceeded to Cbexter, whert Poulttr stolt 
feme plush, nnd sent for a taylor to make it mf 
mjarit of clothes. While the taylor vras meafiiiii»g 
Him, a pifctot that ^»a» in bis poeket aocid^ntally 
^veiic off, but foitunately no damage was done by the 
' Ml. The taylor carried ^tlie pltiKh home» and theft 
went to the mayor, to w^m he commnnicatcd his 
«^picions« Officers were dispatched to vvamioe 
Vtonlter and his companions, hut being apprized^ 
•f their approach, they vmbarked on board a 
Mcket-boat, which conveyed them to Dublin.*^ 
Soon after his arrival in Dublin, Fovlter kircd a 
jMblichoMse, where he sold on an average five 
larrels of ale weekly, and other liquors in propov* 
tioH. Hib great success in busine^^'s induced kim I* 
nake a resolution of entirely declining illegal p<iv* 
luits: and to this be would, in all probabiiitV| 
have strictly adhered, had he not been unluckily 
compelled to renew his acquaintance with aban* 
doned people. General Sinclair had his . pocket 
picked of a valuable gold watch, either in goinf 
into or departing from Leicester-bouse ; and two 
men, Harper and Tobin, were suspected to be 
guilty of the fact, and committed to the Gatcrhousr. 
A desperate gang of twenty-four Irishmen rescued 
Harper j in consequence of which a procjamation^ 
offering a reward for apprehending them, was 
issued; but they all escaped to Ireland. One of 
the above gang, James Field, who had beo» ac* 
quainied witK roulter, went up to him while h% 
wa« standing at bis door, and after some eonversa* 
tion, they drank together. On ^be following day 
Field took the whole gang to Poulter's bouse. He 
requested them to dcpait# and at other ti«aaaen» 
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deavouned to dinuade them from frequenling hit 
house, urging that their visits might be productive 
of very disagrjeeable consequences to him : but thef 
disregarded what he said, and continued their meet* 
ings as usual* At length they were obsenred in this 
house, by a messenger that had been dispatched m 
search of them from London, and taken into cus* 
tody. In conscqutnce of this, Poulter absconded 
from his house in the night, and his stock of Itquon 
and other effects were seized by the magistrate^ 
Poulter now intended to reside at Cork, but not 
being able to get a house there that he thought 
vvoukl answer his purpose, he went to Waterfunl 
and took a public-house, which he kept about three 
months. His brewer in Dublin wrote him word, • 
that he might return without the least danger of 
molestation $ and therefore he departed from Wa- 
terford, and took a house about two miles from tlie 
city, at a place called the Shades of CJontarf. His. 
house being adjacent to the sea, he purchased a 
boat, and applied himself with so much industiy 
to the business of a fisherman, that km weekly, pro^ 
fits seldom amounted to less than three poundsl 
Thomas Tobin being acquitted of the charge of 
stealing General Sinclair's watch, through defect of 
evidence, and learning that Poulter had struck into 
?in advantageous line of life, be determined to visit 
him. In pursuance of this design, Tobin and a 
woman with whom he cohabited, travelled to Hoi). 
head, and there embarked in the packet for Dub- 
lin Poulter received them with great kindness, 
and entertained them with, equal generosity j but 
entreated, in the roost earnest manner, that they 
iwculd not repeat their visits too frequently, nor 
maki; his place of (^sid^nce kijown to ti^eir accom- 
« plicies# 



flTcts. Thcnigk they had feirhfiillf prwrifltdto 
comply with his request, they in a few days iittro- 
iMced several of their aissociAtvs to his house, wbieh» 
^foTt manv weeks had ekfisrd, became the recep<* 
tacle for thieves of every denomination, by whom 
Dnbiin and itsenvtrons were ini^tted. Pouker »till 
adhered to his resolution of fining a livelihood by 
lonett labour, and informed his unwelcome guests^ 
that he would permit them no longt« to fveqiTcnK 
%» house. In revenge for this, they concerted and 
f ut in practice a plan for effecting his niin. .Six 
jpouads of smuggled tea being procured, one of the 
fang privately conveyed it into Poulter^b boat» 
Md then lodged att infomiation against bias j in 
consequence of which the boot was seized and oo»» 
demned ; and' Poulter, though imiocest, judgped it 
expedient to aibscond. He entbavked rovBristoJ^ 
andoM his artiral thtre was -entirely destitute of 
■soney. From Bristol he proceeded to Bath,wbert 
ke met with his former acquaintances, Richard 
Branning and |ohn Roberts, who pnsvailcd upoa 
kun to join them in committing depredations on the 
lighvtay. They mentioned a man of property wh» 
ll<red at Tow bridge, and frequently came to Batb 
•o change bills ; and it was resolved to stop hint. 
They met at Roberts's lioose, where the pba of the 
intended robbery was concerted, and then they re* 
faired to th« public-bouse, whieh was firequented 
&y the gentleman of Towbridgc* and observing 
Ikim counting money, they concluded that they 
could net fail obtaining a considerable booty.-* 
However, they were disappointed -, fee the gentle*- 
•nan, suspecting their design, returned b^ a road 
which he had not been used to travel^ and by that 
vaKasuie kckity frcKtvcd bis property. They 

now 
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now proceeded into Yorkshire ; and in their way 
committed several robberies. At the inn where 
they alighted at Halifax, they were joined by a 
clergyman, whom they seduced to prick in thebelCt 
by which stratagem they defrauded him of twenty- 
five guineas. They now went to Stoqkpprt in Che« 
shire, where they lay one nrght, and then travelled 
to Chester. Putting up at a house kept by one 
James Roberts, who had formerly belonged to the 
eang, he inibrmed them that the pack-horses wick' 
Manchester goods would pass in the evening; and 
it was resolved to steal one of the horses, and th« 
goods he carried. As the horses passed, Roberts 
pointed to that loaded with the most valuable efFect% 
and advised his companions to go about a mile from 
the town, and drive the beast into the fields, addin|^ 
that^he would scarceljr pt missed by the carrier t« 
less than two hours, in which time they might se- 
cure the jg^odb and escape. The horse they seized 
was not thai pointed out by Roberts ; and their 
booty consisted on ly of call imancoes. Finding him* 
self separated from bis companions, the horse 
neighed so loud and so frequent, that they judgeJ 
it necessary to gag him, least the noise should lead 
to a 'discovciy. They reached Whitchurch, in 
Shropshire, the same night $ and, after refreshing 
themselves at a house notorious for the reception of 
robbers, cut the marks from the goods, and exposed 
them for sale in the market. Having sold the cal- 
limancoes, they proceeded Grantham in Lincoln^ 
shire, and defrauded a farmer of that place of near 
sixteen pounds, by pricking in the belt ; immedi- 
ately after which they set out for Nottingham^ 
where they stole a silvc;r tankard, and after selling 
it to a shopkeeper In the town^ j>roceeded to York* 

Having 
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Having stolen some plate from the inn 'wh^re they 
put up, and committed several robberies in differ- 
ent parts of Yorkshire, they deemed it prudent to 
remove from that part of the county, lest they 
should be apprehended, and came to the resolution 
of joining their former associates at Bath. Soon 
after their arrival here, the whole gang set out for 
Sandford-Pevcrcl in Devonshire, in order to be prc- 
'tent at a great fair for cattle; where they obtained 
considerable sums by pricking in the belr, and other 
nifamous practices. They next went to Great Tor« 
xingtoui where they defrauded a farmer of twenty 
pounds. Enraged by the imposition that he had 
practised upon him, the farmer took every opportu* 
nity of relating the particulars of the fraud ) the 
whole neighbourhood was 'consequently alarmed 9 
and in pursuit of the sharpers; and they were» 
therefore, under the necessity of dispersing. PouU 
ter and Brown directed their course to Bxeter, and 
having defrauded an inhabitant of that town of five 
pounds, proceeded to Crookhorn, in expectation of 
meeting their associates: but, on their arrival, they 
learnt that two of them were in eonfinemenr, 
charged with fraudulent practices. This informa- 
tion occasioned the 'rest of the gang to make a 
precipitate retreat; and on their way to the north of 
England, ^hey obtained several sums, by a variety 
of infamous stratagems. They remained some 
months at York, Durham, and Newcastle; and, 
after defraud in^r a number of farmers, and some 
other persons, ot money, they went to Bath, where 
they assumed the character of smugglers. They 
had not been long here before they <letermined to 
go to the approachin;^ Blandford races, in search of 
adventures. During the raoes^ one party attended 

the 
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«Im Godb^it -eaeli «wniiiig: sosM wn^ufonikm 
cvtttw in the iilferiio#ii $ Md ethens mttt •mpUycl 
in dmiiiAg the keepers of fthe booths. They mem 
Mimocessiitit k their lespectMre ikp^rtoieiitsiif «iU 
laioy, as to bumss a very consMerabie aum 5 aa4» 
«B Cbe conclusion of rhe racct* <they nrdewd an «3e- 
gant jfiynner, at the Crown 4«veiin in Slandioiady 
whence they tto^ a poitniaBUan» containing eig^ 
teen gnincM, 4our broad fiieees, a larce suai im . 
Fortttgai piocest aone mIvot coin, a gold repeatiiy 
wntdit-with mtpierb 'appopdages, several ncdtlaoM 
act -with diaoMNKls and other jewek, a grcat-qnan- 
tity of lieh ckKkw, a pair of goU shoe^buokles. » 
gold girdlQ-biicklei a gold coral* and many other 
nrttcks-of value. Poidter and firown now net oat 
for London, and, ba^ng sold the eflSects.to some 
Jews, m Duk«*6 place, they joined, their accompUoea 
at Jtobert8*8 house at Bath* where the produce of 
^heir booty was divided • The ncKt expedition waa 
^ a fair hdd at Corshamy where Poulter stole a 
ailver tankard, which he carried to l^oberts> hoiiae. 
They now went to Farringdon in Berkshire, in 
order to wait there for the Coventry carrier* whoa 
they had determined to rob. A^er WJMCm|; two 
dnya» the carrier arrived ; and when he left thn 
town in the morning, they followed him, and rob« 
bed him 4>f effects to a opnsiderable vahie« They 
next rode to Newbvry« whese they ffaudnlently ob« 
tained foar guineas, his horse and watch, from am 
lUMUspeeting cooAtryman; and then retnmed «or 
their reade»vous at Bath. Th«y endeavoured t* 
ioFoe. open a house at 9ath, but being observed by 
a man in a state of intoxication, who was caauaUy 
passing, he exerted the utmost strength of his voice 
(o-wmxheaeighboLtttfaoed^ nhich occAiioned the 

vilUins 



nlIMm l» dMMim )«^lt1ioiit «Mc«i9g «he kt ai ^ J 
b«i|glllfy. Oh five foltowingHioriring, P>oiiltrr and 
8Mie*<>f 'hl» coiBpMtioiis frctirto Bristol, iwhcrethcf 
JMC«t^«oi]ip»^ witb a €OuatiyroBn» and^efiomiArd 
Mm ««t 4Dff itWMif y ^aktM^ ^vhiich iie had >boMww«d 
ctf an a«qu«Jwtanoe> t^ho fccM a <sbap In the neigh* 
Ijoailiood. 'Their ^aiDMs liad «oiir wndeved ebbr 
<Aupaof«n s» nei^rionfli* atid their mseme* wall 
jHNiwvk, fiir9«g^iH the i«e«t 4>f £ii^nd» iii».thef 
datttUiiiied <o dccU^ thcfir former ^^^otictts, Mvd 
3d#pt (hat bf horae-steaMng. To »f oid d6Ceetion», 
thayi««reeafeftflt)0t«»«ffer honest sale in that 
jiMof lhe4i4ngdoiii f^tt fhtf had etoion them* 
And Hiey4f}H«oflKhi«itfd to ttimi oocaeieiialiy tar 
Bath, where theyspeut a gi«sit part ot' their •mancT' 
in Rohert^^s bmise. A castamer^a Rtfbarts ahewed ' 
hi«» twenty pmm^t ^>yhig> he had just noriatd it f 
and Haberts fHvitiediately pointed oat the <Aan to* 
Fotfiter, informiag hrni at the eani^ time of <thr 
boiMy he might ac<fuhre hy robbing hhn. l>aw«rds» 
n^ht 'the eoumt^an moanted his kc/ntf and wae 
followed l>y Poi»her| who, holding a twider^lNoae to. 
him "inciead of a pistol, demanded his money whsci^ 
w«M delivered. Hereapon they went again toJ)rie»» 
tal, 'and, watdling an e^poitaniey of jSftMig up tbr 
ptLtiow Mih-ef a geodeman^a house, they Rioie ecve* 
ral iilrer 'Spoons, and 'Mme other artioles* Ona of the 
gang got unpereeived into a watdimaker^s hou^ 
IB theeawie city, while his accomplices wakad mih* 
ooti in order to resene him if liie^^hoyld he dktected. 
He hfofight from the tfpp^ apartments many «?>* 
tietes of varue, hesides a qumitky of wca»ng ap«. 
psnal'i and it was ^rae hours before the rdbbet|r 
was ^ikcavered. On the -following nif^t Brown 
tceittad hhneelf ki a shedadjoiohiS «» -a imth9r%j 

% M ^ hOttSCi 
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house, into Which he mede a forcible entr^ ftbottt 
midnighr» and viras carrying off some wearing ap- 
paici, when he wtft heard by the barber and his 
apprentice. , Upon the family being alarmed. 
Brown got through the garret window to the roof 
of • the house, and remained thite hours concealed 
behind a stack of chimnies. Unable to e9cape. by 
any other way, he at length resolved to attempt 
passing thfough the house : but, while upon the 
stairs, he was heard b^ the boy» who ran towards 
him wtth^a knife in his hand,' cryinp; " thieves P* 
Alarmed by the boy, the barber^s wife came, and, 
upon Brown assuring her that he had taken shelter 
in the house in order to avoid the pursuit of bailiffs, 
she informed him that he might remain there till 
he could ^o home in safety i but he deemed it pru* 
dent to seize the opportunity of making an imme* 
diate retreat. During the ensiijog fair at Bristol, 
they robbed and defrauded seyVral clothien, and 
other dealers, of property to a coiisiderable amount. 
The produce of these effects beihg expended in 
Koberts^s house, the gang^etermineo^on an expedi- 
tion into Stafifordshire, while they remiiined in Staf- 
fordshire they stole several horses, whiqh ^ere taken 
to Roberts, who sold them at different faii^beld at 
places adjacent tO' Bath. An Irishman, \amed 
Bush, an intrepid and desperate fellow, who acted 
as ostler to Roberts, was a( length admitted to'lhe ^ 
gang { and soon afterwards he set out in company 
with Poulter, towards Towbridge in Wiltshire,with 
a-determination of committing robberies. Meeting, 
a chaise. Bush declared he would rob the passen- 
gers i but Poulter objected, thinking his compa* 
nion inclined to commit murder. At length he 
consentvt to cob th^ chaise, after it had been agreed 
K ' . \ that 
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tint no cruelty should be cxerdsed. It being 
nearly (fark, Poulter thrUsf his hand through tht 
glass of the chaise, not knowine that it was drawn 
tip, and it being terribly cut» he hastily withdrew 
it, and his pistol went off by accident. Bush, sup* 
posing the fire to proceed from the gentleman in ttie 
carriage, discharged his pistol, but without any par- 
ticular ^im. Poulter now called to his companion 
to desist s and after taking out of the chaise a child » 
which he kissed and carefully »et upbn the ground, 
he robbed Dr. Hancock, of Salisbury, of a guinea 
and a half, six shillinp;s, a gold watch, some child* 
bed linen, and weanng apparel belonging to his 
lady. They now adjourned to a public-house 
which they had long frequented, and produced the 
stolen effects to the landlord and his wife j when the 
latter supplied them with a bag for packing the 
clothes m. The landlord then drew the charge 
from a fowling-piece, to furnish them with powder:; 
after which they melted a pewter spoon, and , cast 
two bullets. Bush asking fhe woman if she H^as 
not terrified at seeing them load their pistols, she 
said that many pistols had been loaded in her kit- 
chen, without giving her the least alarm i adding, 
that they would do right to tiavel as far as they 
could before break of day, and, if they would in- 
form her where they put up, she would transmit 
them news from Bath. Leaving this house, they 
stole a horse at an adjacent farm, and proceeded to 
Esceter, where they sold the stolen effects to a nuui 
who had long carried on an illegal traffic with the 
whole gang. Soon after Poulter was apprehended 
in a public-house, on suspicion of having robbed 
Doctor Hancock s and being taken before a magis. 
tW9, he gave information against his accomplices, 
a B a men* 



•it4 Meiuamtttiiitg. tHe oiM effe^uial mMMvm ibr 
tnUag tWeiB tnto eiMtodf ) {»MriisilUM«Bng tfaoif 
wko htd bcM femeoci^ ip tTMnpoilMtioiiy.siid st^ 
tiinKd! before tW «vpimfioik ^ «b(t tcHWof llieiff 
«U«. While ht ww. itiKWr f»iniiwHw»> l;k«9<tr 
viiert« t4i«t tile difoewflnrscftiit. k^ sHde^ ni^h h9 
Jupt proibuBill)! MCMftf obMiviij^i^ i^at «Miy 9«l* 
fon» connected with tlie flwg ii«e4' i* a mj^ahk 
manner $ end be pnrtioiMirily M«|misle«W that ilin 
aMett«,s(er who was ofdefe4 lemalie mfflnm^t 
Bath BM^bt careluiUy oenteal bia busMii itom 
cvfery peisotai exeepttng tbe mAyntt >totfiitbltnwl» 
kig thw precatttton, tbe mcawnfir bad not boat 
at Bath now than a* bour» befone ibeMMe^nf att 
the vUiaiiv were uDiiier«aUy bnnmi; and. Q«b tb* 
IbUowing momiag^ primed livia of theaa wwe 
Imwked about the «trc(il»» I& c^mcqaciice of tbii 
imprudent conduct, 9o«ilQi*eac«lMnplteo» eaca^aiib 
nnd the good eflecit wb*ch the pMm «m^ bant 
devived from lttfrdi»onveriee were* ill a gfeaft maar 
anre, defeated. Gftae paiK of tbe ptopeMy ttnl«» 
fvom Dboiop Hancoek v«ae rettotfed to tbm gruU* 
jnaily who eUUed Fo«her bi priaon^ and aunead 
him* that be would not be a> severe protecuior* and 
coid himy thalv if heehonld be coovieiedY be wouldb 
in all probabibtyy be deeaMd an objei* dtaeieing 
tbe Royal clemeney. jiotwithstanding tbn dooin#*e 
|tfoaiiiie» he nwd bin utaMst eudaavoun t« procufn 
tbr eoovietioQ of Poulter % and eren waited t«|Mi 
tbe Jttdge, to piavitnt thf tine of bi$ axecndnn 
Mug praUnged. Hotrever» be was respited far 
itiK weeb& Souring bh oondaeoiettt he wrote aah 
counts of a great number of robberieif in wbieb be 
bad bteA>Qaacaracd> m divaia fmu of ihe Jiis^- 

dom* 
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clom. 'HtsdlscbvericB were judged to be of such , 
)iublic importancf 9 that the corporations of Bristol^ 
Bath, Exeter, and Taunton* and many private gen** 
tlemeiit exerted their utmost interest in his behalf i 
and it was generally expected that he would re- 
ceive a pardon y or that. the sentence of death wouldf 
at least, be mitigated to that of transportation.-— 
He was examined by a gentleman of the law, to 
whom he related the particulars of the robbtriea 
committed by himself and his accomplices, with 
but very trifling variations from h^ confession be** 
fore the magistrate, and what was recited in the pa* 
Mrs writtru by him after his commitment, ^e be- 
haved with a decency and moderation becoming his 
unhappy circuqnstances { but he was, notwitbstaiMl- 
in^, an object -of the implacable «nmity of the 
gaoler. Though he had paid an extraordinary 
price for the use of a bed, this iohuman villain 
would, allow him only straw to lie upon, even in the 
most rigorous season of the year, when he was in a 
state of health that threatened his speedy dissoluo 
tion. The cruelty of the gaoler^s treatment occa- 
sioned some gentlemen to write to him, desiring he 
would allow the prisoner a bed. It was imagined, 
that the maltcioas representations of the gaoicr in- 
duced a gentleman of great ipterest at court to 
intercept the Koyai mercy, which, it was generally 
believed, would be extended to foylter. A report 
having been circulated, that he was to be executed 
on the 2 St of March, he wrote to a gentleman, from 
whom he bad experienced many instances of huma- 
nity, requesting to be informed whether it was 
founded in truth, and complained that the gaoler 
added to his distress, bv perpetually reminding 
him that bo mvat inevitably rail a victim to the law, 
» 8 I iiu 



detcnmned to att«ii^ brtakiDf Mt of pHMfrt 
Slid, having comiminicated hii design Co one of tli^ 
debton, on Sunday tbe i7ch of Feb9u«ry» ilitfjr 
forced an iron bar out of one of tlit windotrs wmd 
oacsftfied. Pouitar travtllad as fiur as Gkitonborf 
with one of bis irona on); and, afttr .dtsei^pigiai^ 
iiiniseif fi'oin tbac tncuMrfMrrace, be coivtiauod watt- 
ing ail night, aitbougb be mta oxtrameijF waaik 
through losg iUnesa, and bis lega «rer« gfAM aad 
si««)led in a ttrribla mamirr. In tbe day thtf cm^ 
realcd theiiiMiots in a bay-vick, and agreed to di^ 
feet rbeir course to«vards> Wales f bue, being ignop- 
rant of rhe noad^ tbcy <m Tuesday morning found 
tliemflelveK at Wookey, near WeUs. Bogitvr was 
ao «aee«i!v«ly fatigued as to be- unable to puMve 
his joorney, and it was ehcrefore agreed » that they 
ahoold tafce aoine repoiie. Tb^ went into an ak^ 
houasy^where they slept till two o'clock i wad tb^ 
%0re prepaHng to depart*- when a maflon^ whm 
lived in tbe* neighbourhood, canaetocbe hooaa for 
some Kquofy and^ recollecting tbe parson of Poolk 
ter^ oailed to his journeymen to asaist in apwo^- 
bending him. He was secured till th«- next day^ 
and then conduececl back to lieichcator gaol.**** 
When he was lodged again in jMrisonf nine days 
of the tiyna for wbkh be was respited lemained nn- 
•xpiMd.- but an eapreaswaadtspatcbad toanuunw 
her of poiiiamenis rcoucating hun to use bis inteitifc 
16 obtain an order tor hit immediate esceulionk 
In consequonce of this, an ocder was istued* oom*- 
manding the high sboiKF to cause the sentenoe of 
the law to be inflicted upon Penlter within tnitnty* 
four hours tftei ' tbn receipt of tbe expMss««»«NN» 
Foulter waa gnatly sbockcdj^ upon kaming: that 
the- warrant was rcccifcdiltr his sudden execution i 

but 



t^ atme £»» pa|f> offtiioes by a sincere re|M:n|ancc» 
Jif%ew «eo9Mrii|gp tbe sacrainem in 9, v^ry devoQt 
IHMlfifpy h» praytd with a» 9p(>earaBce of great 
llirvettcyy but^ still prtwrved a decent fortitude* 
Al tbe pla«« of exscuiiony h« ioleinnly dedared ^ 
Ibe ti^tb of wtMt h<^ bad r^ated re6]^e«ting hk 
iooompii^i*. Hf^ siif«r«4 at Ivolehesterj on tbf 

POWER, alias WYNN; JOHN (pieate anh 
MVUDKR^) wiwa nadv^^of tbe West of &>§•» 
land vybo #My «nfag«d in a sea-faring (ife» havind 
served on boaod a ^ip whkb sailed to tbe coast of 
(Guinea on th^ Slave Trade. Tl)>« vessel wfi^ 
WNfter tb« command of capt. Fox, wbo being oi» 
«boi<a on tbf Mrican ^ast, Fower and sevef4 
olhev seainen vesplvtd to scite tbe sbip,« and takf 
ber to sea on tbeip own-acct^unt. Tbos' determine 
ady tbey sm^x$ fidelity to each other | and givtnf^ 
tbe name of Bnkvo^ to. tbe ship, (iwhich bad beeit . 
paiie4 the P9liy> |h^ sailed for the West.Indies, 
Power having now as^ined the title of captain, 
The mate of tb# pbipi exfited bis utmost enflMencf 
to prevail on' Power to let t<be peal captaiiv covne oi| 
board bc^ra be saiM, and to retnrn to bis ottrii 
dniy )' lM»t ior this good advice the mate ceceiv«4 
^ ballof a.pi<tol inhissfaouldor: Power likevviva 
dufibafged annfber ball (brodgb the cheek gf ^ 
sailor { and wotinded a mcomy who refused tQ 
Qomiilk to bis imf^ioua conmiands. Thus master, 
by violenee»i be prooeeded on bis yoyag« with a 
kwling of «egro slaves ) but among the other parties 
on boavd wa« » free Mg' o»r who bad ramained as a 
boctage iof two of his countFynan ; ai^ this man 
fim cm^l»3r(Kt in wUtting ol wood fW £'ing« ' 

Thia- 
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Tl|is friee negro frequently conremng with the 
slaves, the pirates conceived that they were concer- 
ting plans to regain their liberty ; the first that 
inspected was one Robert Fitsgerald, an Irishman, 
who, hinting his suspicions to Power, told him to 
be on his guard; whereupon this usurper imme- 
diately caused the poor man to be tied to the side 
ef the ship, where he whipped him some miootcs 
with a cat o^nine-tails, with such severity, thait his 
body streamed with blood, and his bones in some 
places were visible. He then took a cutlass from 
the hands of one of the sailors $ But not thinking it 
sharp enough to answer his horrid purpose, he 
directed that another should be brou|;ht him, with 
which he cut the poor negro in several places. Not 
content with exercising this unprovoked severity, 
he directed Fitzgerald to cut him again, and the 
barbarous villain even exceeded his commission. 
Another of the sailors, mimed Potts, likewise cut 
him in two or three places $ and at length Fits* 

ferald compleated the murder, by cutting d6P his 
ead, and throwing that* with the body, into the 
sea i thoueh he had no order from Power for carry- 
ing the affair to such extremity. They now conti- 
liued their voyage for the West-Indies,where they 
offered the negro slaves to sale; butasuspicion arising 
of some illicit practices, they thought it prudent to 
depart ; and steering their course for North America, 
they came to anchor in the haVbour of New- York, 
where most of them thought it prudent to consult 
their safety by flight ; as the surgeon of tlie ship, who 
had been hitherto obliged to dissemble his inclina- 
tions for the preservation of his life, now gave 
information against the murderers, some of whom 
Vfcre tal^^oi ipto custody, Fitzgerald had made his 

escape i 



Mdtpci but PoHTccy m^ 8^«e»iii«i QwntdrTomll^ 
were sent to Skigknd, where they wcire brought 
tQ ii\aX^ whea tSt Ut^ex was acqjuitted &oai A 
variety of eircumstaiices that arose m eictepuation 
«^ htf'eriine; b^jit Paw^r, heing convieted on thfe 
luUest} evidenee » was s^Bteoccd to deaths for ^h|^ 
i»urde« of the »egro» and sufiEeved at $;3ie(H»tio9- 
d^k on thQ yoth of March* 176S. 

P0WIS» JOSEPH (HQV&frBR^AKf R> wae ft 

|»ative of St. Martvi*s» iD> the Fields, and his fath^ 

4yu)g wbij^ he wasraq infaBt, hi& mother saarried a 

mithia dt. I^HinVlaAey w4io wuft rennaFkahle- % 

his ij|geBiitty« The ia|he^ in-law going to Heff' 

.fleiKi in. Norooandyt with mang^ other skiJ/nl 

aftists to b» <K¥V66r«6d in an iron oaaaufactorjfy 

tdolp Po«i% with bian whe«» ht was only eight ye^P 

^f age« Tiiey had not ^^en loi^. here before thfe 

^her-ia4aw re<ieived a letter, iaibrming hin»-o^ 

the deaeh of hie wife \ oa which he^ left the boy 10 

ibe care of aiv ^ngliehnwa, and epoiing to London* 

in order t^^ settle his afiairs» learned to Normandyt 

!j|ut the aeh^me in which they had eiabark«|d 

^isgi thfy setoa ceiae back to SagUnd, and the 

wm noarvyiog a secoi^ wife» took a &ho(> i^ 

.Chaac)ei^4ane» lioadon^ 'and seat yowng Powisr to 

^bool, where he made eonsiderabW ^rpgress ip 

learaiiig» paiFtiqularly ia the X^iin langaage^ Bik 

be had n^t been Wng at school before his father-inf- 

Uw tooUt, him home, to instruct hiia ip his ovuli 

bfusiaesa; and henoe his misfortunes a^^ear to ha«c 

ariien % for inch was his attvQbmei^t 19 literatar^, 

tfhat whea he i(vaft sent of aa errapd he cqast^ntV 

loitered) a«^ his time* reading at tho stall %i 

.eoaie book«mief> Hnving beeagebout four yews 

with hii toher> mvp ladi »% hie »ie^^iai«taQce pei« 

suaded 
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«uaded him to take a stroil into the conntrf; tbey 
- wmdered through the villages adjacent to London, 
for about a week, in a conditioii almost starring; 
and sometimes begging. food to relieve the extremi- 
ties of hunger : but distivtse at length compelled 
Ciem to return to town. The father-in-law of 
Powis received htm kindly, forgave his faolt^ and 
he continued above a year longer with him ; be- 
coming unfortunately attached to the theatrea> he 
imbibed such romantic notions as disqualified him 
for business. Inspired with an idea of going on 
the stage, he oiFered his service to Mr. Rich, then 
nanafer of Covent-Gardcn theatre; having re- 
peated^ some parts of the tragedy of Julius Csesar* 
Mr. Rich candidly told him he wanted abilities for 
such a profession, and advised him to attend to his 
trade. Soon after this he quitted his father-in-law 
again, and rambled through the country some 
days I but returning on Sunday, in the absence of 
the family, he broke open a chest, and taking out 
h% best cloaths, again decamped. Powis*s father, 
fi oding that nothing had been taken except the 
b3y*s cloaths, easily judged who must Be the thief | 
wherefore he went with the constable in search of 
the youth, whom he took before a magistrate, in 
the hope of making him sensible of his M]y. The 
justice threatened to commit him unless he made a 
proper submission; he promised to go home and 
do so; but dropping his father-in-law in the 
street, he went to an acquaintance, to whom he 
communicated. bis situation,' and asked hisadvioe 
how to act. His friend advised him. to go home 
and discharge his duty: this not suiting nisindt- 
nation, aud being now the time of Bartholomew- 
fairy he engaged with one MiUeri to act a part m 
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ft farce exhibited at SiiiUhfiekl. ' Ris fiext adven- 
ture was the going to Dorking in Sunjy with one 
Dutton» a strolling player, by whom he was taught 
to expect great things: buf Datton, having pre- 
vioudy affronted the inhabitants, met with no 
eacouragemeut : on which they proceeded to' 
Horsham,, in Sussex^ where they were equally^ 
unsueceasful. Powis now slept in a bay-loft^ near, 
the kitchen of an inn, and being ahnost starved, 
he used to get in at the window, and steal victuals, 
while the iamily were in bed. He likewise stpte a 
new pair of shoes from the landlord : but the' 
latter soon discovering the thief, took the shoes 
from him, and gave him an old pair in their stead. 
About, this time Dutton took Powis!s cloaths from 
him, and gave him others that were little better ' 
than rags. Having left this town ther put up at 
an inn, where the landlord obliged the company 
to sleep in the hay-loft, admitting none but the 
manager to come within the house. At night 
Powis. crept into the kitchen, and devoured the 
remains of "a cold pyej and stole a pair of boots 
aAd a ^air of stockings, with which he retreated to 
the hay-loft. He contuiucd. to steal provisions 
for. several nights, till the landlord and IDuttoa 
watched, with loaded guns, in expectation of the 
thieves who, however, came not that night. Pow» 
having obtained a few halfpence by one of hit 
petty thefts, stole out from the hay- loft to drink 
at a public-house, but the Jandiord happening to 
be there, Juiew the boots to be his; on which our 
unfortunate adventurer . hastily retreated to his 
hayloft, where he. expected to lie secure t but the 
landlord, Dutton, and others following, seized himt 
and took him into the kitchen f9r examioatioi • 
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oa which ^ was delhwoed Into skt 1i3ittk«€ tgno 
caotvMrymeik, to 0«tffd hkm trii tiije nMt daf jr mAum 
it waf pcQposf d to«9k« liin before a^iagiBtnite. 
The lamiiy bavii^r letired to bo4» Poirfe pi e te ii de^ 
to faU mt f sleep $ on jwhach one ti Ua goonlb 
tai4» ^^ Hovr 4he fopr 6ttow ^lecpi, netwithstand* 
lag hiuDiafortttaes {** ^«viifchiheotberaaidy'*<2^ 
loeaioap a» hour, imA than I ^vifl iwatch Mbffe yo« 
sUcf.'* Itt a few wiiMKea hoffli tlit fnan awn 
aileep i m avhkh Fowk tbiadLing^ta «sca)M» attetiip* 
tcdita|Hit oti tile booii) hut mfllciftg tame womt 
tka hmdlord heatd h]m» tm^ coming 4<mmi stairt» 
P^wit atfcoted to sleep ai foefoaa. tlie latidlavd 
aavafeenad the guadiaavaad bid tban laloe more 
tsftfe of ibcir pmoaegi 'vvbiob tfeay ptan^Md to Ja^ 
biHt sooa^eil askap a^pna. .PoMtfe toak ibt baoia 
if 4ms jMOidy and gettiiig4>t>t of the jmi yafd> ca» 
vnOvtthe alMaast «RpcdUieQ till lie Imd got ^tut of 
tte toiHVQ^ and dMa (hnwi«g.on thetboois, bepaa* 
Oioded jon kit jowrne^r ta Itosdam iimeweff he 
t$mtd hk m^Yt and getting on a «0Riinan» luieir 
1^ bow to, piooeed : but ^<S||g ittto a oow-luiuto^ 
iHiniyeh was a 4iaanl>t7 of flax, he laid dipvrti to 
riNl. in tbe roorniog the )owiier of the iair fiauixd 
hiim$ and cMtniHag ^bat ^usifMsa be bad tbcft^ 
Bawia said tbat» being iartoxicafed^ be bad laat Kii 
Mr : 0n w>hicb tba #tbar dkccced bito bitb ftia 
rj^tfoadr ki wbicb be hastened fopwan!, in fba 
•l^pfefaeiisioa o£ bebig paiauid.^ Towbrda^evimbig 
h^ airiaed near Dotkm^f but 4^ iiac«aitr fbe 
t^n ttlL it waa darkf avhtB» ae b« w«a gab^ 
theotigb the staeat be baaid « door open^j aigl 
tuming nMH»^ « vaaman wba bad «4indle bi bar 
hfuid cambintf on bJMJamaadiag arhat <he#ra«e» 
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jtA, she said to another woman> <' Sore enough it 
is he/* This woman> who had washed theplayen* 
■lineny said that two men had been in pursuit of 
jhim ; and that his best way , was to avoid the 
high-road, and get to London some other way, 
.with all possible expedition. Powis immediatel/ 
,took this advice, and quitting the turnpike- road, 
^t to a farm-house, where he stole three books 
,and other trifles,, ate some provisions, and then 
proceeded towards London, stopping at Stock well, 
at a house kept by the mother of his father- in- Iaw*s 
wife* All this happened in the night : but know- 
ing the place, he. went into the back-yard, and 
laid down to sleep on some straw. Observing 
some thrashers come to work in the morning, he 
Concealed himself under the straw till night, when 
he crept out, went to a public-house^ drank some 
•beer, and returned to his former lodging. Inspired 
by the liquor he had drank, he began to sing, 
which. drawing soine people round him, they con- 
.ducted him into the house. His mother-in-law 
happening to be there on a visit, spoke with great 
kindness to him, and advised him to remain there 
.till she had communicated the a^air tp her hus- 
band. In a fdw days the father-in-law came to 
Jiim, and expressed his readiness to take him home, 
if he could but attend tp his business, and decline 
his present vagrant course of life. This he readily 
agreed to, and continued steady during the winter i 
but, on the approach of summer, he again left 
jiis friends, and rambled about near a .-month, 
subsisting on the casual bounty of his acquaintance* 
Falling into company with Joseph Paterson, whom 
)ie had known among the strolling players, Patersoo 
engaged him to perform a part in the tragwly of 
. VOL. II. a c* the 
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£&rl 6f Etfaci kt Wmdmill-HfU, ne&r MoorfielUfy 
which was then the place of rewit for the tower 
dan of spouterf in and near London. The part 
cf tx>rd Berleigh being aligned to Powis, and 
<it being intimated in the printed bilhl that 
thii part was to be performed by a ybung geif- 
fleman, being ^hls first appearance on the stagtf, 
the Gufio^ty of the pttblic was somewhat excited, 
ao that there was a foil boose. Un fortuna tely, 
jLotd Burleigh was dressed in the shabbiesf manner; 
mnd being little better than a compobnd of rags 
«nd dirt, it was with some difficnity the miilister 
of state went through |iis part amidst die laughter 
and ridicule of the spectators. Returning home 
through Lttdgate- street, after the play, he saw a 
gentleman who said be had dropped three guinea^ 
but picfced up one of them. Fowls ha)>pening to 
find the other two, kept one for himself, and g^ 
4ht other to the owner, who not knowing that he 
had retainied one, insisted on his drinking a glass 
of wine, and thanked him for his civility. Soon 
afterwards, Powis being stopped one night in 
Chancery-lane, by a violent shower of rain, climbed 
oyer a gate, and got under the shelter of a pent- 
house belongmg to the Six Clerks* Office, vVhere 
he remained till morning, Mien the clerks came to 
their business j be was then afraid t6 appear, lest 
he should be taken for a thief from the shabbiness 
his dreis. Leaning against a plaistered wall, part 
bf it broke $ but as tm place he stood in was very 
dark, no one observed it, on which he resolved to 
profit by the accident; therefore he, at nijbt^ 
hiade the breach wider, • and got into the ofnce> 
irhence he stole sii guineas, and about fifty shillings 
in itlvcr*' fiETing spent this moneys he deter- 
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snmed to jolo hi^ old' companions zt WiQ4milI. 
MilJ, and m his^ way thither, he oberved a fellov? 
picjc a countryman's pocket pf a bag of money, in. 
Smithfield} and a cry of •« Stop thief'* being' 
immediately circulated, the pickpocket dropped the 
mg, whicn he found to amount to fifty pounds. 
Having put the money in to nis pocket, ht threw 
aWay the bag, and retired to his lodgings. Thig 
money, a greater sum than he ever before (lossessedt 
Was soon spent in extravagance, and he yvas again 
Induced to great extremities, l^hus distressed^ 
lie got into the area of a coffee-house in Chancery- 
ISine, and attempted to force the kitchen-window ^ 
Ifut not succeeding, he secreted himself in the 
Coal. cellar tijl the following evening, when he got 
into th& bouse and hid himself in a hole behind, 
the chimney. When the family wa^ gone to /est 
he stole some silver spoons, and about three shil* 
Jings from the bar; and having now fasted thirty 
hours, "he ate and drank heartily j but hearing a 
person come down stairs, he puUed qIIF his shoesy 
and retiring hastily, got into a bole where broken 
glass was kept j by which his feet were cut in a 
shocking manner. It happened to be only . the 
maid-servant, who canoe down stairs | and goipg 
into the kitchen, Powi^ put on his shoesj and raji^ 
through the coffee-room into the street. Being 
again reduced, he broke into the Chancery-ofiice^ 
where he stole about four poi^nds ten shillings^ 
^hich being spent, he looked out for a fresh sup. 
ply, Croing to 3t. Dunstan'*s church, at the time 
oi morning pravers, he hid himself in the gallery 
-till nighty and then stole some of the prayer-books, 
^hic^ he proposed to h^ve carriejd o|r jthe next 
0)ojrnin|^ whp the appearance of th^ $fxton inter* 
.■'''■'' a c i ' ' • • • xuptfd^ 
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roptcd him. The sexton, more terrified than the- 
thief, ran to procure the assistance of another man : 
but m the mean time Fowis had so secreted himself 
that they could not find him after a search of two 
hours ; which they at length gave opt conduding 
that he had got out through one of the windows. 
Hownrer, he remained in the church all that day, 
and at the hour of prayer the next morning, went 
off with as many books as produced him about a 
guinea. On the following night he visited an 
acquaintance in Ram- alley. Fleet-street, where he 
obs.Tved a woman deposit some goods in a room, 
the door of v^hich she fastened with a padlock. 
On this he concealed himself in the cellar till 
towards morning, when he opened the padlock 
with a crooked nail» and stole two gold rin&rs and a 
guinea, being baulked in his expectation ora much 
snore valuable prize. One of the prayer-books 
which he had stolen from St/Dunstau*8 church* 
he y)M to a bookseller in the Strand ; and while 
the lady who had lost it was enquiring at the book- 
seller's if such a book had fallen into his hands, 
Powis happened to stop to speak to a gentleman at 
the door } on which the bookseller said, •* There 
is the man who sold it me T* and the lady replied, 
«« He is a thief, and has stolen it." The book- 
seller calling Powis into the shop, asked him if he 
had sold him that book, which he acknowledged $ 
and being de5ired to recollect how he had obtained 
it, he said he could not ; on which the bookseller 
threatened to have him committed to prison j but 
the lady now earnestly looking at him, asked if 
his name was Powis. He said it was $ on which 
she buri»t into tears, and said, *< I am sorry for 
you, and for your poor father— >you are the cftuse' 
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of all his unhfpjpuness,** The bookseJIv happcn- 
"Uig likewise to know Powis^s father, delivered the 
'book to the lady, and permitted the yoong thief 
to depart, on promise to pay for it on the foflowin'g 
day} hdt the day of payment neyer came. A 
few nighty after this he climbed up the sign-post 
belonging to a pastry-cook in Fleet-street, and gpt 
in at a chamber-window, whence he descended into 
the shop, but not finding any money in the til], 
he stole only two or three old books, and filled 
his pockets with tarts, with wliich'he decamped* 
Calling some days afterwards at the saiine shop to 
buy a tart, he founci the people of the house enter- 
taining themselves with the Idea of the disappoint- 
ment the thief had met with: and a lady .who 
lodged in the house produced her gold watch, 
saying she supposed that had Been the object of his 
search.^ This circumstance encouraged him to make 
another attempt j wherefore, on the following night, 
he ascended the sign-post, and got in at the win- 
dow ; but hearing a person coming down stairs 
without shoes, he got back to the sign- post, des- 
cended, and ran off*. He was instantly pursued, 
1>ut escaped through the darkness of the night. 
Chagrined at his disappointment, he sauntered 
into the ^elds, and lay down. under ax hay-rick.' 
Now agitated with want and remorse, he formed ^ 
resolution of again returning to his father-in-law ; 
but as he was going to him, he met an old acquaint 
•^^ance, w.ho paid him a debt of a few sliillings; 
'and goin^ to drink with him, Powis soon forgot 
'his determination. On parting from this accjuain- 
'tance he went to the house of agother, wHere he 
,slcpt five hours, and then^ being extremely hungry, 
went to a public-house, where he supped, and 
» C 3 ' spent 
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spent all his money» except eight-pence. Thus 
leduced, he resolved to make a* fre»h attempt or 
the Chancery-oflice, for which purpose he broke 
through the wall, but found no booty. In the 
mean time his father-in-kw exerted his utmost 
cndeavoucs to find himt to consult his safety i and 
having met with him, told him it would be impni- 
dient for him to stay longer in London» as people 
began to be suspicious of him: wherefore he 
advised him to go to Cambridge* and work as a 
journeyman ' with a smith of his acquaintance. 
Young Powis consenting, the father bought him 
new deaths, furnished him with some good books^ 
and gave him money to proceed on his journey. 
He now left the old gentleman i but soon after- 
wards meeting with six strolling players, one of 
whom he had formerly known, they sat down tp 
drinki at which they continued till all Powis*s 
money was spent, and then he sold his new doaths. 
He now became so hardened in guilt, t^at there 
appeared no prospect of reformation. One Sunday 
morning eariy» be attempted to break open the 
house of a baker in Chancery-lane } but the family 
being alarmed, he was obliged to decamp without 
liis booty, though not without being known. 
ThU affair coming to the knowledge of the father, 
he commissioned some friends to tell the boy, if 
they should meet him, that he was still ready to 
receive htm with kindness, if he would amend his 
conduct. Powis being very much distressed* 
applied to his still generous relation, who advised 
him to go to the West Indies, as the most effec- 
tual pnethud of being out of dangers and he 
promised to furnish him with necessaries fo.r the 
voyage. P»wis accepting tht offer was prQperly 

fitted 



powis.' 295 

fitted out, and sent on board t ship In the river,* 
where he was confined iii the hold to prevent his 
escaping. In a day or two afterwards, he was 
allowed the liberty of the ship » but most of the 
seamen now going on shore to take leave of their 
friends* he resolved to seize the opportunity of 
making his escape, and of taking something of 
value with him. Waiting till it was night, he 
broke open a chest belonging to a pa&senger, 
and having stolen a handsome suit of cloaths, he 
took the opportunity of the people on watch going 
to call others to relieve them, and dropping down 
the side of the ship, got into a boat ; but having 
only a single oar, he was unable to steer her 3 and 
after striving a considerable time, he was obliged 
to let her drive, the consequence of which was 
that she ran on shore below Woolwich. Quitting 
the boat be set off towards London ; changed his 
cloaths, and took to his former practice of house- 
breaking, in which, however, he was remarkably 
unsuccessful., Strolling one night to the house, 
where he had formerly been, at Stockwell, he 
got in at rhe window, and stole a bottle of brandy, 
a great coat, and some other articles; but the 
family being alarmed, he was pursued and taken. 
As he was known by the people of the house, they 
threatened to cbnvey him to the ship 3 but he ex- 
pressed so much dread of the consequence, that they" 
conducted him again to his fatherMn-law, whose 
bumanity once more induced him to receive the 
returning prodigal with I^indness. Powis now lived 
regularly at home about nine weeks, when, having 
received about a guinea as Christmas-box money,' 
be got into cbmpanv, and spent the whole, after 
nvhlcb he Knewed his former practices. Having^ 
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coiiQealcd iiioittlf voder some hay in a stable ui 

C'lar eery- lane, he broke into a boarding-school 
a ijs^inlng to it, whence he stole some hooks, and a 
<i rjntlty of Jinen : and soon after this he broke into 
t. mvse of an attorney, and getting into a garret, 
wru.k a light; but some of the family being 
ahrmed, there was an outcry of ** thieves T* A 
man ascending z^ ladder, being observed by Powis, 
he atleinpted to break through the tiling, but faiU 
ing in this, the other cried, " There is the thief!" 
Teirificd by these words, he got into a gutter^ 
whence he dropped down to a carpenter's yard ad- 
joining } but could get no farther. While he was 
in this situation, the carpenter going into the yard 
with a candle, took him into custody, and lodged 
him in the Round-house 5 but on the following day 
his father-in-law exerted himself so efFectually that 
the offence was forgiven ; and he was once more 
taken home to the honse of his everipdulgcnt rela- 
tion. After he had been three months at home, 
the father- in law was employed to do some busi- 
ness for Mr. Williams, a Welch gentleman of large 
fortune, who having brought his lady to London to 
lie in, she died in child -bed, and it was determined 
that she should be buried in Wales. Hereupon 
Powis's father in-law was sent to examine all the 
locks, &c. that the effects might be safe l^ the ab- 
sence of Mr. W^liams. Powis being employed as 
a journeyman in this busineiss, found a box of linen 
that was too (ull, on which he took out some arti- 
cles. In removing the linen, he found a small box 
remarkably heavy, which, on examination, appear- 
ed to cpniain diamonds, jewels, rings, a gold watch, 
and other articles, to the amount of more than twp 
liuudr«d poundsj all of Nvhich he itoU; and put the 
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bdx iii its place. This being done, he called the" 
maid to see that alt was safe, and delivered her the 
key of the larger box. Possessed- of this booty, he 
now consulted an acquaintance as to the method of 
disposing of it ; who advised him to melt the gold, 
and throw the jewels into the Thames. This being 
agreed to, the acquaintance kept the jewels, and 
the gold being sold for eleven guineas, Powis had 
seven of them, which he soon squandered away. 
About a fortnight after the effects were stolent* 
Powis was apprehended on suspicion of the robbery,' 
and committed to Newgate; and being tried at'the 
next sessions, was sentenced to be transported for 
aeven years, the Jiiry Thaving given a verdict, that 
he was guilty of stealing to the value of thirty- nine 
shiliings. He lay in Newgate a considerable time j' 
till at length his father-in-law, after repeated en«^ 
treaties, and a promise of a total reformation of 
manners, made such interest, that he was only burnt' 
in the hand, and set at large. He now refrained 
some time from acts of theft, and taking lodgings in 
an alley in Fleet-street, subsisted, by borrowing 
money of his acquaintance. Soon afterwards, how-*' 
ever, he broke open a trunk at his lodgings, and 
stole some linen, which he pawned for five shillings 
and six-pence. On the next day the landlord 
charged him with the robbery; but not intending 
to prosecute him, was content with recovering his 
linen from the pawnbrokers, and took Powis^s word 
for making good the deficient money. In less than 
a week after adjusting this affair, our young, but 
hardened villain, broke open a coffee-house in 
Chancery-lane, and stole a few articles which pro- 
duced him about thirty shillings : and soon after- 
ffrards he broke into the Chancery- office, where he 
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atoU iwD books, ivhicb he ^ for baif zaf^vfOm 
On tl^e foUowiD| f veniqg, he went a^^ain to the 
office, and hid nims^lf under the staircase, but 
bjeing beard to cough bf a man wl^o had beep left 
tp watch, be was t^en in|o custody, and conveyed 
to a tavern in the neigg^bourbood i where his father- 
itt^Iaw attended, and pleaded sq forcibly in hl^ be- 
half, that he was permitted to go home with him 
for th^ night. On the following day some gentle- 
ipen came to ei^amine hiin,when he denied |jie com- 
miastop of a variety of crimes c^ which h^ bad 
been charged ; but the gentlemen having consented 
tp his escape for this time , advised htm not to ap- 
pear again in that neighbourhoods as the Masters 
in Chancery had gi^en strict orders for prosecuting 
him. After rcceiyiag some good advice from his 
father-in-law, he was recommended to work with a . 
smith in Milford-lan^, in the Strand | but Powis had 
ja brother wlio called upon him a few days after- 
wards, and told- him that a warrant was issued to 
apprehend him fpr sobbing the Chancery-oflice j 
which obliged him to abscond. Strolling one 
evening into the Sp^^-fields near Islington, some 
constables apprebepded bim as a vagrant, and lodged 
bim, with several /others, in NeW Prison ; and on 
the following day m^.st of ^he prisoners were dis? 
.charged by a magistrate, and Ppwis was ordered to 
be Set at libjcrty $ but not having mon^ry to pay his 
fces^ he was |taken back to the prison, where ^e re- 
mained a few days longer, and was then set at K* 
ber^y by the charity of a gentleman, v^ho bj^ him 
f* thank God, and take care never to get into trou* 
bje again." In a short tinv? after his uischarge^ 
he broke into the Earl of Peterborough's house, at 
Cheiiea, and stole some trifliog acticies from the 
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kitelid), which fie 8«ld fdr fcfor shilliiigs : ami, dn 
the foU^w»Mg n>ght, h« it>bbed another botise in the 
sBitie netghhdUrhoGid bf some iBl{«(ft&y which be sold 
fdf .teti shillings. ThiB tridtOjg sum being soon 
fej)ei]t» he broke op«ti a hooib in Lincofai's-Inn^ 
Fields, where he got a considerable sum of naoney \ 
ttid to prevent pefsoif^^ ^ho khew him suspectia^ 
thiit he was the thief, h« forged a lettier, as comiiig 
froni l^is grftiidfathl^r in Yorkshire, purporting thafc 
lie had 9enc him such a sum. In a short time aftb^ 
Mrardsi at a kiild of bail givitn by one of hi» compa*- 
hibhst to Celebrate his birth-day, Powis fell in lovt 
ftith a girl, who made one of the company. The 
gtrlmade no objection to him as a husband $ but 
said, it would be prudent in him to visit his grand- 
Cither, and ask his consent to the match, whrcfa 
would contribute to her peace of mind. On thit 
he left her, and broke open a housethat evening, 
whence he stole a CeW things, which he sold for fif- 
teen shillings, and calling on her the next day, took 
his leave, as if preparing for his journey. His 
plan was to commit some robbery, by which he 
might obtain a considerable sum, and then, con- 
cealing himself for some time, return to his mis* 
tress, and pretebd that -his grandfatlier had given 
him the money. Ooin|; to see the BeggarH Opera, 
he was greatly shocked at the appearance of Mac- 
heathoi) the stage in his fetters, and could not for- 
bear reflecting what might be his own future fate^ 
Vet, about a week afterwards, he broke open a 
cbok^s shop, and stole some articles, the sale of 
which produced him a guinea. Having been at the 
Black RaVen, in Fetter-lane, where he observed 
the landlord put some gold into a drawer, of which 
he detertninedi if potsible> to poMOss 4iimselfi^-«- 
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Abovt midnighe he virent awty, having £nt stolen 
-the pin that mtened the ceJlar window. Return- 
ing at two in the morningy he got into the ceUar, 
and attempting to open the door jof the tap-room { 
but failing in thit, he went about to return by the 
.way he hwd tntenki, when a. watchman coming by, 
and seeing the window open^ alarmed the fimily. 
Powis now escaped into a carpenter's yard* and hid 
himself: but the landlord coming down^ and (cvt* 
ral persons attending, he was af>prehended $ but 
not till one person had run a sword through his leg, 
and another had struct him a blow on the head that 
almost, deprived him of bis senses $ circumstances 
of severity that could not be justified, ^s he made 
no resistance. He was now lodged in the Comptor> 
and afterwards removed to Newgate :— being 
brought to his trial at the Old Bailey, he was con- 
.yicted of the burglary, and received sentence of 
death : but the Juiy, considering the cruelty with 
which be had been treated, recommended him to 
mercy: hov^ever, the Royal favour was not extend- 
ed to him, as he had before been sentenced to trans- 
portation. When brought up to receive sentence, 
he begged to be represented .as an object woithy of 
mercy $ but he was told not to expect such indul- 
,gence. He likewise wrote to his sweetheart, to 
«xert her influence, which she promised^ but which 
«lie exerted in vain. He suffered at Tyburn, Oc- 
tober 9> 173%, aged twenty- two. 

PREVOT, JEAN, (murderer,) w^a native 
of France* .and a mariner, who, at the age of 
eighteen years, was indicted at the Old Bailey, 
JDec. 10, 1799, for that he, on the ist day of Au- 
gust, 1797) on the high seas, within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Admiralty ^{ England, feloniously, and 
6 of 
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«f hts malice aforethougKt, did kill and mardcfr 
-James Willcox, Captain of the Lady Jane Shore, 
•transport ship. Upon the prisoner being put to 
the bar, he desirtdy through the medium of a 
'French interpreter, that his Jury might be com- 
posed of half foreigners and half Eoglisbmea.— 
The request had been anticipatedi and a sufficient 
'number of foreigners summoned ; but when their 
names were called over, few of them appeared $ 
file Court was kept waiting near two hours,, and 
messengers were sent to their respective habitations } 
•but some of them were in the country, and others 
•xeturried for answer, they were unweil. Lord £1* 
don was extremely angry, and intimated his deter- 
mination to teach those foreigners who were sum- 
moned upon Juries, and refused or neglected to at* 
tend, that the laws of the country we.c ^ufliciently 
competent to ttiem ; he wished to have it under- 
stood, that persons so conducting themselves were 
liable to a further punishment than merely having 
a fine imposed, upon them, and he observed, that 
if ever he witnesi«d in future a i^imilar instance of 
contumacy to the Courts of Justice of the countryt 
he would punish the persons so olFcndi'ng with im- 
prisonment as well as fine. . After a considerable 
' 'time had elapsed, six foreigners were obtained, and 
the Jury, constituted agreeable to the prisoner's 
wish, was impannelled. Dr. Nicholls, the King's 
Advocate, after some introductory ob.!»crvations 
^on the heiiiousness of the crime ot* murder, briefly 
stated the circumstances, which were afterwards 
detailed by the witnesses. Mr. Minchin said, he 
commanded the troops on board the Lady Shore, 
which was a transport, carrying troops, and con- 
victs* to Botany Bay. Qn the istof August,x797, 
a D ' above 
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t!>mit four in the iBorniiig* while the -skip lay (rfE 
Cape Frioui on the coast of Africa, be was d^ 
turned from hU tltep by a noiae on the deck i wkcm 
he got tip to sec what was the matter, he found the 
hatchway fastened down, and at the same ffiomett 
saw. Captain Willcox, who commanded tke ship» 
lying wounded at the bottom of the ladderi me 
took him tip, and put him into his birth, and mi 
4he foUowiii|f day he died. Capt. WtUeox, befoce 
liis death, appeared perfectiy sensible^ and k«esr 
•that he eonld not recover of his wonods. The wit- 
ness had several convenations with him before Ms 
death, and learnt from him the manner in which ke 
got his wonnds. He said, that upon first keartn|^ 
the noise on deck, and running out of his cabtn, 
he felt the stroke of some sharp instrument ; as Ik 
Went towards the ladder to call the witne«, the pri- 
soner, Prevot, be^said, met him and stabbed him 
y^lth 1 bayonet Captain Willcox^s wonods, wbtck 
wene in hiis neck and breast, were dressed by the 
•urgeott, and the witness bad Ha doubt but these 
WoHnds were the cause of his death. As soon as 
day-light appeared, the witness -saw Prerot, who 
was a mariner on board the ship, standing as a cen- 
try over the hatchway, and with a cutlass and pis- 
lols J he had also on his head the hat of Captaia 
Willcox. The hatches werie kept down by the 
mutineers, and none of the officers were suffered 
to come on deck. The body of Captain WUlcoK 
Was buried out of the cabin-witulow. The witness 
Temaiiied on board the ship for fifteen days after 
this affair, and during the time the mutiny con- 
tinued, tlie prisoner was actively engaged in 
k. He heard the prisoner say, that it was not Che 
Jifttlmutiiiy he bad been concerned in } and in the 
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£itgluli language he told an Irishmao* one of Iht 
viutincers, thtt ** he was the man vbo <h»d <|ont 
for the — •^-*-*/* meaning Captain WiUiaox. The 
witness^ with some otbers, was at kngtb pnt into a 
boat, and they got into Pott Saitit P«dro» en the 
Brazil coast: the surgeon was kept on boara the 
ship, and he has not since returned to England* 
Aohert Wdch, an ofiicer, who was on board the 
I^dy Shoi-e at the same time, said, that whwn he 
eadeavouied to go on deck at the time the mutiny 
Imoke but, to see what was the matter, be was pre* 
Tented by three men, with bayonets fixed to their 
firelocks, and he saw the prisoner standing centry ' 
SI a gun, which was , loaded with broken bottles* 
and pointed down the faatch^ay^ for the purpose. 
of preventing the pex){>le fnom coaiing up. . The 
remainder of the wicHess*s test inaony was the sam6 
with that of Captain Minchin. Mr. Fraser wat 
tn ensign, and on board the Lady Shore at tbe- time- 
in <|uestion } when he was permitted to go on f^t^k, 
be saw the prisoner armed and standing, sentry at 
the after hatchway. He heard him say, he was the 
penon wbo killed Captain Wilieox, and that he 
was not the first man he had assassinated. This 
fnkneis, as well as the last, heatd Captain WiUcoac 
> say, that he was stabbed by French Jack, which 
mA the name the* prisoner was known by. The 
wite of a Serjeant j and a French sailor,, who ^as 
not ei^gaged in the mutiny, gave a similar testi* 
iMony, s^nd heard* the prisoner Iroast of the murder 
he.iiad committed. The prisoner, in his defence, 
which wasdelijirered through tbe medium of an inter*. 
pfefer, denied tlie- murder, and said, he was forced 
to take a part in the mutiny. The first witness, 
^ Captain Mincbin» being again malted and examined 
%D% by 
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hf Lord EldoOf ttuf» that the priMMier had voloa- 
tftrily entered on boaid the ship at Faliiioudi» pre- 
vious to her sailing } most of the French saiiois <m 
board the ship were emtgnmtty who had enterad- 
into the •rrrioe of this country ; there were fifteen 
of theniy besides the prisoner, engaged hi the mu- 
tiny» with very few English, and several Irish. AF- • 
ter a rery able charge from Lord Eldon, the Jury» 
witliout retiring, found the prisoner guilty. Sir 
William Scott then passed sentence of death on tlie« 
prisoner, who seemed wholly to disregard it, and 
nughed in the face of the Court as soon as it was - 
pronounced. The ensuing Monday, December xj^* 
between the hours of two and three, he was hanged 
at Exception Dock, pursuant to his sentence. 

PRICE, CHAR. (FORGBRY,) was bomahoot- 
the year 1730, in JLondon — his father lived in 
Monmonth-street, and terried on the trade of a 
salesman in old cloaths — here he died in the year- 
1751, of a broken heart, occasioned, it is said^ b^ 
the bad conduct of his children. In early life 
Charles manifested those traits of duplicity for 
which he was afterwards so greatly distinguished. • 
One instance shall be mentioned, he ripped off 
some gold lace from a suite of old cloaths in hit ■ 
father*s shop, and putting on his elder brother's 
coat, went to sell it to a Jew. The Jew, most 
unfortunately, came and offered it to the father for- 
sale, he instantly knew it and insisted on the Jew^S 
declaring whence he received it. The boys passing 
by, he pointed to the elder, on account of bis caai^ 
as the person of whom he bought it, and he wa« 
directly seized, and severely flo^^d. His protes- 
tations of innocence were in vain, the father wks 
inflexible, whilst Charles, ^ .with an abominable 
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.>i«It$h for bypoensiy^y secretly rejoiced m the cas^- 
gation- HU father, tired of the tricks and kn^- 
.▼eries of bis son Charks» put him an apprentice. 
to a hosier in St. Jacnes's-^trtet. Here he con- 
tinued but for a .short time ; be robbed his father 
of an elegant suit of cloaths> in which he dressed 
himself, went to his ma&ter in this disguise^ 
purchased about ten pounds worth of silk stock- 
ings, left his address, Benjamin Bolingbroke, esq« 
Hanover-square, and ordered them" to be sent him 
. 'in an hour^s time, when he would pay tlie person 
•who brought^ them, fiis master did not know 
.bira, and, to complete the cheat,, our hero came 
back in hajf an hour iu his usual dress, wfis 
ordered to take the goods home, which he actually 
pretended to do, and thus were both master and 
-lathet robbed. He was, however, soon afterwards 
found out, and discarded., Henceforward, there- 
fore, we are to regard him in society, where h«, 
for a series of years, practised the most outrageous 
arts of duplicity. Soon after th'.s period he set 
off for Holland,, under the assumed name of John- 
iSOB. Forging a recommendation to a Dutch 
merchant^ becomes his clerk, debauches his master^s 
daughter, is offered her in marriage, robs his 
J»aster, and returns to England. He conduets 
this business with the most consummate villainy.. 
Me now contrived to become clerk in his majesty *s 
«mall-bc«r brewhousc, near Gosport. At this 
place he behaved himself with so much propriety, 
that he was on the point of forming a matrimonial 
iconnection with his master's daughter. Eveiy 
ithing, however, was soon laid aside by .an acci- 
dental discovery. The Jew, to whom he , had 
formeily sold the gold lace, happeB«d to live at 
a D 3 Fortsmouthi 
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Portsmouth, by vvhom bk character was «boB 
disclosed. Thus were hit hopes put to flight i 
and he was' again thrown upon the wide world I 
As his wits were never long unemployed for some 
deceptive end^y he thought of advertising for« 
partner in the brewery line; and actually issued 
the following curious advettisement in tae year 
1775— 

« WANTED, 

" A partner of character, probity, and extensive 
acquaintance, upon a plan permanent and produc- 
tive— ^/^^ per cent, whhout risk, may be obtained. 
It is not necessary he should have any knowled^ 
of the business, which the advertiser posse««e$ in 
its fullest extent J but he must possess a capital of 
between 500 and 1000 pounds, to purchase ma- 
terials, with which, to the knowledge of the ad- 
vertiser, a large fortune must be made in a vay 
$hort time. 

** Address to P. €. Cardigan Head, Charing* 
Cross. 

'< P. S. None but principals, and those of liberal 
ideas, will be treated with.'' 

To this adverti^ment the famour comedian, Sa- 
muel Foote, Ei^q. paid attention. Eager to wixis 
, what he thought a golden opportunity, he advan- 
ced the sum of 500]. for a brewery 5 we need not 
add, that the sum soon diiiappeared, and Foote 
was wrung with the anguish of dtsappoimroent. 
Price, however, had the impudence to apply to him 
again, wishing him to unite in the baking trade 5 
the comedian archly replied : " As you have brew- 
^ tio you may bakei but I'll be cursed if ever 

yoe 
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^mx bakeas you have brewed !>* After this unfortu« 
nate business, Mr. Price turned method istpreacher, 
and in this character deftauded several persons of 
large sums of money. Advertising in order to 
get gentlemen ivfw/, he swindled a jperson of the 
lume of Wigmore of fifty guineas, tor which he 
was indicted $ but having refunded a part, effects 
bis escape. These, and other fraudulent practices 
were long the objects of his ambitions though 
they are all the sure and certain roads to infamy* 
Such was his strange propensity. With astonish- ^ 
ing impudence he again sets up a brewery in 
Gray^s Inn Lane; and after various frauds, he 
became a bankrupt in 1776* Ever fruitful in re- 
sottfces, he set out for Germany, but in Holland 
be gets into prison for a concern in a smuggling 
scheme, by which three hundred pounds were ob-* 
tained. By his artful defence he escaped, and 
returned to his native country. Here he once 
more engaged his attention, by a sham brewery at 
Lambeth, where he was married. Continuing, 
however, to practise his deceptions, he was obliged 
to decamp, went actually to Copenhagen, and» 
after, some time, came back to England, where he 
was doomed to close his days. His breweries having 
failed, he now proceeded to study how in other ways 
he might most effectually ravage society. Under 
the pretence of charity, be obtains money, for 
which he was imprisoned ; and . having been 
liberated, he, as a clergyman, succeeds in various 
impositions. This eventually brought him to the 
King's Bench prison, from whose walls he dexter* 
ously extricates himself. A lottery-oflice keeper 
was the subject of his attentions but decamping 
mrith a ticket of very large value> tliis scheme 

speedily 



: r Tatf"!^'- I I ■ 



SOI ' I9LICE* 

itpeciUff came to a t^rmmadon. 'T<yf«rtii«t cdl 
l)it tricluwovid form tbc concents of a wctt-six«A 

' Yolaine. Alas', for lidman depravity. ©«€ we 
Itow arrive at that period oi h\* Kfc» *fliea iic 
COQimenced hit ravages opon l4ic bank of Bng|aod» 
which ended in his deftruetion. Such a wries ^ 
iniquitous devices were neiwheforc praotitcd oa 
mankind. In the year 1780, (under the assumed 
name of Brank) Mr. Price engaged a ^rrant, a 
plain 6iinple honest fcMow j by whom be passed his 
«>tes Whitout detection. He advertised forhiw, 
sad conducted himself towards him in a mttnaer 
truly curious. Of the advertisensent he heard 
nothing for a week 5 on«.cvening, ho«wer, just as 
It was dusk, a coachman enquired for the oiia 
who bad answered the adverd^ment, «ay;ing« 
«• there was a gentleman over the way, in a coach, 
who wanted to speak with him.** On this the 

^. young feMow was called, and went to the coach, 
where be was desired to step in. There he saw an 
apparent old man, affecting the foreigner, «cem. 
ingly very gouty, wrapped i»p with ^ve or six 
yards of flannel sfbout bis legs, a camblet surtout 
buttoned over his chin, close to his mouth, n large 
patch over his left eye, and every part of his face 
«o hid, that the young fellow could not sec any 
part of it, except hi:* nose, his right eye, atid a 
small part of that cheek. To carry on the Recep- 
tion stiU better, Mr. Price thought proper to place 
the man on bis left side, on which the patch was, 
so that the old gentleman could take 'an askance 
look at the young man with his right ej^r and by 
that means discover only a «nall portion of his 
face. He appeared, by his disguise, to be betwetn 
lixtjr and seventy years of ,age 5 and afterwards, 
• a when 
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wlien the man saw him standing* not much under 
six feet high, owing to .shoes or boots with heels^ 
▼ery little less than three inches, high. Added to 
this deception, he was so buttoned up and straight- 
ened, as to appear perfectly lank. The writer of 
bis life, to whom we are indebted for these parti- 
culars, then subjoins: ** It may not be ill-timed^ 
to those who did not know him, to give the true 
description of his person. He was about five feet 
six inches high, a compact neat-man, square 
shouldered j inclined to corpulency. His legs were 
£rm and well-set i but by nature his features made 
him look much older than he really was, which, at 
that time, was near fifty. His nose was aquiline, 
and his eyes small and grev^ his mouth stood very 
much inwards, with very tnin lips 3 his chin point* 
cd and prominent, with a pale complexion: but 
what contributed as much as any thing, to favour 
his disguise of speech, was his loss of teeth. He 
walked exceedingly upright^ was very active and 
quick in his walk 3 and was somethmg above what 
we describe a man to be when we call him a dapper- 
made roan.'* This simple and honest,^ fellow 
Samuel, did Mr. Price employ to negociate his 
forged bills, principally in toe purchase pf lottery- 
tickets, at the same time never fully disclo»ng to 
blm his name, person, or history. Indeed the jijan 
was devised znd executed with uncommon ability. 
However, Samuel was at last detected, having pas- 
sed bills to the amount of fourteen hundred 
pounds i \ But his agent eluded discovery, and 
Ittired with his booty into the shades of the deepest 
obscurity, ^he poor servant was imprisoned for 
near a twelvemonth, terrified out of his wits at being 
the innocent instrument of such complicated viU 

lainy. 



filnf . Mr. Mfce having most probably exbatwtHI 
%h former acquisition,, sallies forth in the yemt 
178 £, after new game, w9rh the most trnparalfe'Ied 
audjidty. For this purpose he obtained Yiisfteeond 
icrvant from a register pffice $ a «iiart active b^ 
•f the name cif Power j his father was a 8cnts 
Presbyterian, and to ingratiate himself with liinri^ 
Mr. Priee made great preten&ion$ to nrligioni 
Axp^e^ng a hope that his son was well acquaTnteH 
<rith the Lord'*s prayer, and the Ten Command^ 
fnents. 0«ir hero began his ravages tipon Mri 
S|>iUbury of Soho-square, ordering large t)uantitie« 
4ftf his drop^. Wtlmot was hi!« present assnmeJl 
Bame, and he introduced himself to him al possr^-^ 
ting 2II the symptoms of age and-mfirfntty. "He 
was wrapped in a large cam^kt great -towt, he ha4 
ft irfoiiched baton, the brim or^ which large anA 
bent downward on each sWe of hishead^ n. piece df 
red flannel covered Im chfn, and came \^p «n CJrrti 
aide of %k face, «(lmdst as high as the cheecl^ 
bones, he had a large btish wig on, .atid legs wrap*^ 
ped over with flannef. He had also a pair -rtF 
green spectacles on his nosei with a green silk shade 
banging down from his hat, but no patch on hit 
eye.*^ ft is remarkahte that Mr. Spilsbury koew 
Mr. Price, but not Mr. WiliAot j nay, so corhplete 
was the deception, thatsrtting together fn 3 coff^-i 
house, Mr. S. complained to his coffee*house «c* 
ijqatntance of the notes whieh Wilmot had imposel 
upon 4^fm, Price kept crying out now and then; 
«• Lack a day! Good God! who could conceivt 
web knavery to exist f What, and did the Bank 
lefuse payment. Sir?' staring through his«pectadeK 
with as much seeming suprise as an honest nrrs 
w^«14 havf done. « O yet/* aaki Mr. «. witb 

aoinc 
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e degree of acrimony, *^ for ie wts on tbe faitli 
mi the bank of Englanct that I aiid a great many 
•ehers have taken them j and they were so inhni« 
tably w<U d(uie, t\m i%t aice&t judoeft (Quid not 
distinguish them/* • <* Good God I Tack a day,** 
aaid Price, '< he must have been an ingeniout 
villain? What a compjfte scoundrel!** Upon 
Mr. Watt a hosier, Mr. Reeves a colour-man, and 
a great m^ny other individuals he.pnu:tised fr^i&ds 
fquaUy ingenious and «occeftsful» foe in oite day he 
vcgociated sixty ten pound notes^ changed fourf> 
pauk fifty pound not^, for seven one Kindred 
l^ound notes \ indeed «o multiplied are his tricJcd at 
this period, tbflt the mind sickens st the reciul of 
them* In his iofit attempt on the b;ink, which 
eiaded in his detection, he suBsui^ed the name of 
falton, pretended he wa$ an Irish linen factor^ 
^d employed tfvp young men to circulate hisnotesi 
whiUt he, still greatly diguised, ' kept back ill 
obscurity. By me^ns of a pawn-broker he was 
iouiid out with great difficulty. On his seizttre b« 
soiemoly declared his innocence* and before th* 
magistrate behaved with insolence. This detect # 
tion took place on the 14th of J^n. 1786 \ he wafs 
soon swora to by more persons than one; and 
seeing no way of escape, he pretended, to hb wife in 
particular, great penitence^ but theie was no ground 
for its reality. The bank was fulty intent on the 
prosecution of him> and there was no doubt ol 
his dying by the hands of the executioner. He, ' 
Jiowever, was found one evening hanging^againsc 
the pott of his door in his apaitments, Tothillr 
fields Ecidewell. Thus was the earth freed froa» 
as great a monster as.ever disgraced society^ 
F(JRCHAS£» GEORGE. See DAMA&aip 
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<QjriNr — >— — . See Talbot, Thomas. 
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RAMSEY, ROBERT, (HOUSEBREAicftR,) 
mu bom of respectable parents near Grosvenor^ 
equare, and liberally educated at Westminster 
school. He was apprenticed to an apothecary, 
whose circumstances becoming embarrassed, Ram- 
sey left him, and went into the service of another 
gentleman of the same prpfeAsion. He now became 
a professed gamester* The billiards* and hazard- 
table engros^ his sime j and his skill being great, 
he often stripped iiis companions; yet the money 
he thus obtained) he spent in the most extravagant 
manner. Having made an acquaintance with one 
Carr, they singled 'out a clergyman whoYrequented 
tbe coffee-house they used, as a proper object toim* 
pose upon ; and having ingratiated themselves into 
his good opinion, Ramsey took the opportunity of 
Carres absence to tell the clergyman that he had a 
secret of tlie utmoKt consequence to impart: and 
the clergyman hawing promised secresy, the other, 
said, that Carr was in love with a young widow* 
who' was v<ry rich, and inclined to marry him ; 
but tha> the match was opposed by her relations. 
Tbe clergyman listening to the story, Ramsey- 
•ffiered him twenty guineas to marry the youngs 
couple privately; and it was agreed that the par- 
vus sliou Id meet >at a tavern near, the Royal Ex« 
change on the folloviring day. Ramsey having told 
t Carr 
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Oftrr what had passed, went to the clergyman the 
next morningy and observing^ that if the lady took, 
her own footman he ought be known, said, he 
would disgube hinoself in livery, and attend the 
prjest» Thu done, a hapkney coach was called for 
the clergyman* and Ramsey getting up. behind it, 
they drove to the tavern, where rich wines were 
called for, of which Ramsey urged the clergyman 
to drink so freely that he fell asleep, when Ramsey 
picked his pocket of his keys. The gentleman- 
awaking,, enquired for. the couple, that were, to be 
married: on which Ramsey calling for mote wine» 
S3id>.he would go in search of them: but inune* 
diarely calling a coach, he went to the clergynwn^a 
lodgings, and producing the keys, said, he had 
been sent by the gentleman for some papers in his 
cabinet. :The landlady of the house seeing the 
keys, permitted him to search for what he wanteds 
on which he stule a diamond ri^ig of the value of 
forty pounds, and about one hundred, pounds in. 
money. He now returned to the clergyman, said, 
that the ypimg couple would .attend ip a short 
time, and desired him to oidser a genteel dinner } 
rhis last injunction the parson cheerfully obeyed; 
and while he was at dinner, Ramsey said, .he would 
go and order a diamond, and a plain gold, ring, 
and would" return immediately. He had not been 
long absent when a jeweller brought the rings, 
which, he said« werefpra baronet and his lady who 
were coming to be married. . The clergyman asked 
him to drink the healths of the .young couple $ and 
just.at this juncture R^amsey canrie in and .told the. 
jeweller that be wajs instantly wanted at home, but 
that he must return without loss of time, as. his 
Qias^er'a arrival was immediately expected. The 
; a k jeweller 
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}r»elier was no Mioncf gonf than Rflimsey takHkgut^ 
tike diamond ring, taid, that h« had brought A 
wrong oBCi and he would go ba<rfc and rectify the 
mistake. In the interini the jeweller finding that 
be had not been wanted at home, began to suerpece 
that Home undue artifice had been Qs«i ; on which 
Us hurried to the tavern, andthout^ht himself happy 
to find tliat the parton had not decamped. Hay- 
ing privatdy directed the waittr to procure a coos* 
table, he charged the clergyman wttb defrauding 
lum of the ringis. The other was astonished at aoeh 
a charge $ but the jeweller inusted on caking him 
iMfore a magistrate} where he related a tale, thatt 
flome dojs kwfo^, those rmgs^had been oideKd by 
ai man, whom he supposed to be an accomplice of 
the ptrAn now charged i but the dergf man being 
« man of fair character ijent for some reputable 
people to bail him} while die jeweller returned 
borne, cursing bis ill fortune for the trick that had 
been put on him. London being an unsafe place 
Ibr Ramaey longer to reside in, he went to Chester, 
where be assumed the character of an Ush genthr- 
man, who had been to study physicHl^ Holland, 
and was now going back to his native country. 
Mring his residence at Chester he intinttated that 
be was in possession of a specific cure Cdr jhe gout } 
and the landlord of the inn where he put op being 
ill of that dilorder, took the medicine; when his fit 
leaving him in a few days, he ascribed the cure to 
the supposed nostrum. Ram&ey having gone by 
the name of Johnson in this city, now drei^ him- 
aaif as a physician, and having printed and dia- 
pmed hand-bills, giving an account of many pa* 
tienn, whose disorders had yielded to his skill, and 
Remising to cure the poor without evpante,*iio 
.' .\ person 



Aerton doubted :^?it)ier the character or abHitUsof 
JDr. Johnson. A young lady who was troubled 
with an askthipa became one of his patients; and 
Kamsey presuming that she possessed a ^ood for^ 
tune, insinuated' himself so far into her good graces 
that she would have maf ried him ; but her un^le^ i^ 
!ivhose hands her. money was, happened to come t^ 
Chester at that Juncture^ and, being told by thb 
joiing lady of the proposed marriage, the old gen;- 
tlemaa observed^ that -it would be imprudent tp 
marry a man with whose circumstances and charac- 
ter she w^as wholly unacquainted 3 op whic}i shq 
consented that the necessary enquiries should be 
ikiade. Hereupon ftannsey pot into the unk:Ie*s 
liands copies of several letters, wbich> he said, hp 
had written to some people of distinetioDi who woutil 
Answer for his character. By this finesse he hof«A 
to get time to prevail on the lady to marry, him 

Srivately, which, indeed, she would readily hav|9 
one, bm through fear of offending her uncle* 
During this situation of affairs, while Ramsey was 
walking without the city, he happened to see the 
clergyman whom he had so much injured id Lon- 
don , on which he hastily retired to a public- house 
in Chester, and sent a person to Fark'Gate, to en- 
quire when any .>^hip would sail for Irelabd : the 
answer was, that a vessel woukl sail that very night. 
On receiving this intcUigencey Ramsey went and 
drank tea with the young lady j and taking the op- 
portunity of her absence from the room, he opened 
a drawer, when be took si diamond ring, asid fifty 
guioeas, out of eighty which were in a bag. Some 
little time afterwards, he asked the lady to spend 
the evening at his Jodgings» and play a game at 
cafds| and having obtained her qH)ient> they speQt 
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some time with spparent satisfaction : but Ramse^ 
going down staits» retur;ied in great haste> and said* 
that her uncle was below. As she appeared frigh« 
tened by this cit-cumstiince, be locked her in the 
room» first giving her a boolc to read, and said', 
that if her uncle should desire to come up, he would 
pretend to have lost the key of the door. The in- 
tent of this plan was to effect his escape while she 
was confined ; and having got on board the-slup the 
came evening, he sent her the following letter : 

** pfiAR MADAM, 

« I doubt not but you will be extremely sur- 
prised at the sudden disappearance of your lover $ 
but when you begin to consider what a dreadful 
f>recipice you have escaped, you will bless your 
stars. By the time this comes to hand, I shall be 
.pretty neat London, and as for the trifle I borrowed 
of you, I hope you will excuse ir, as you know I 
tnight have taken the whole, if I would; but you 
see there is still some conscience among us doctors. 
The ring I intend to keep for your sake, unless the 
hazard-table disappoints me, and if ever fortune 
puts it in my power I will make you a suitable rer 
turn; but, till then, take this advice. Never let a 
strange doctor possess your affections any more. — I 
bad almost forgot to ask pardon for making you my 
prisoner; but I doubt not but old Starchface, your 
.unole, would detain me a little longer if he could 
£nd me. Adieju I 

R. JOHNSON. 

This letter he committed to the care of a person 
who was to go to Chester in a few days 3 and in the 

interuQ 
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iktcrin Ramsey reached PubliRt where hnv-mg dis* 
sipatcd his money in extra vagaiiee, he eiabarked 
in a i>hip bouikd to Bristol , whence he travelled to 
X«ondpn. On his arrival in the .inetR>|»9l)$,'lve found 
his younger brother, who had likewise supported 
himself by acts of dishonesty j, and the tw<> bro- 
thers bad agreed to act in concert. They now 
committed a variety of robberies hi conj^»ctio<i# 
confining their depredations chiefly to .the ateaiing 
of plate. Having taken a previous survey of Mr* 
Qlyn^s house at Sic corner pf HattonrGardeny tho 
brothers broke into it in the night, and carried oW 
a quantity of platen but band-bills being inamedU 
ately circulated, they were taken into custody while , 
, offering tht plsute for sale to a Jew in Duke^s Place* 
The lord mayor, on examining the prisoners, ad- 
mitted the younger brother an evidence against thc^ 
elder. At the next sessions at the Old Sailey» k 
was an afi^cting scene to behold the one brother 
givii)g evidence against the other, who was capi- 
tally convicted, and received sentience of death* 
After conviction Kanisey seemed to efitertain a pro* 
per idea of the enoiwity of the offences of which 
he had been guilty | afid in several letters to f«r.- 
sons whom be had vobbed^ he confessed bis crSniee» 
and entreated their prayers- He djkl uot flatter him* 
self with the least hope of pardon j sensible that 
his numerous oflfenges must necessarily preclude him 
from such favour. At the place oi execution he 
made an aflPecting address to the surrounding muU 
titucie i entreating the younger part of hi^ audi- 
tors to avoid gaming, as what would infallibly 
lead to destruction. After the customary devotions 
he wBs turned oflf^ and the body havhig hung the 
w»ual tune> wa»«Ottveyed in a h«ai86 to Giltspur»> 
ai 3 itrcct« 
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8treet» wbcnoe iC was taken and decently inferred 
by his frieiidsy at the expiration of two days from 
the time of his execution. He suffered at Tyburn, 
on the 13th of January, 1742. See Udall» Wil- 

RANN, JOHN, (HiGRWATMARO^mntarly 
calltd Sixteen-Strings Jack, was bom at a 
village a ftw miles from Bath, of honest parents,^ 
who were in low circamstances, and incapable of 
giving him any kind of education. For some time 
he obtained a livelihood by vending^ goods, which 
he drove round the city and adjacent country on an 
ass. A lady of distinction, who happened to be at 
Bath, took him into her service when he was about 
twelve years of age j and his behaviour was such, 
that he became the favourite of his mistress and 
fellow-servants. At length he came to London,' 
and got employment as a helper in the stables at 
Brooke*s Nfews $ in which station he bore a good 
character. He then became the driver of a post- 
chaise, after which he was servant to an omcer; 
and in both these stations was well spoken of. He 
then became coachman to a gentleman of fortune 
near Portman-square $ and it was at this period 
that he dressed in the manner which gave rise to the 
appellation of Sixieen-StrtMgs Jack^ by wearing 
breeches with eight strings at each knee. After 
living in the service of several noblemen, he lost his 
character, and turned pick-pocket» in company with 
three fellows, named Jones, Clayton, and CoUedge, 
the latter of whom (a mere boy) obtained the name 
of Eigbt'Strings Jack. At the sessions held at the 
Old fiailey in April, 1774, Rann, Clayton, and one 
ShepherJ, were tried for robbing one Mr. William 
SoflBcrs oa the iugbway» and aci|uittcd for want of 

evidence* 
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«vi^ence« They were again tried for robbing Mr. 
Laiigfordy but acquitted for the same reason.— 
Rann had for some time kept company with a 
young woman, named Roche, iniio, having been 
apprenticed to a milliner* and being seduced by an 
oi&cer of the guards, was reduced to obtain bread 
by the c:&sual wages of infamy $ and, at length, 
associating with highwaymen, received such vala« 
abk effects as they took on'^the road. On the 30th 
of May, he was taken' •into custody, and being 
brought to Bow-sti'eet on the following Wednes- 
day, was charged with robbing John BevalJ, Esq. 
near the nine- mile stone, on the Hounslow road, of 
his watch and money. This watch he had given 
to Eleanor Roche, who had delivered it to Gather 
rine Smith, who offered it in pledge to Mr. Hal- 
lam, a pawnbroker, but who, suspecting that it wa« 
not honestly obtained, -caused all the parties to be 
taken into custody. Eleanor Roche was now 
charged with receiving the watch, knowing it 10 
have been stolen ; and Miss Smith being sworn, 
deposed, that, on the day Mr. Devall was robbed, 
Roche told her, that " &he expected Rann to bring 
her some money in the evening j" that he accord- 
ingly came about ten at night, and having retired 
some time with Eleanor Roche, she, on her return, 
owned that she had received a watch and five 
guineas from him, which, he said, he had taken 
from a gentleman on the highway ; that she. Miss 
Smith, carried the watch to pawn to Mr. Hallkm, 
at the request of Miss Roche. Sir John Fielding 
asked Rann if he would offer any thing in his de- 
fence ; on which the latter said, ** I know no -more 
of the matter than you do, nor half so much.*' On 
(hit occasion Rann was dre&sed in a manner above 

his 



MD iuivv. 

kk sdkor life and bk drcMMtuMn; HehMfa 
fcoadle of floivm in the braaat of hk coai, almost 
•i large at a broom i and hk koas were tkd up 
arkii a nmnbcr of blvc ribbands. For thk offcaoe 
bcwastrkdattbcKSMODsbeklattbcOki Bailey in 
Jviljf 1774* and acquitted. Two or tbrcc dajrs 
after bk aeqoittal, be enpged to sup with a gtit 
mt her hidgingB in Bow-stiect, bat not beii^ fNinc- 
toal to b» appoiatmestj the frirl went to bed, and 
jRaatty not betng abk to obtain admittance at ^ 
door, attempted to get in at the window on the first 
floor, and had nearly aooomplidicd hk purpose, when 
he was taken into custody by the watchman. For 
thk bqrglarions attempt be was examined at Bow- 
•treet on the aythot July, when the girl, whose 
npartoents be had attempted to break open, de- 
ccired that be could not have had any felonious 
intention, as he knew that he would have been 
m welcome guest, and have been readily admit- 
ted, if she kid not' fallen to sleep. Qo this he 
r «ras dismined, after Sir John* Fielding had cau- 
tkmed him to kave hk dangerous profession, and 
seek for some move honest means of support. 
On the Sunday following, he appeared at Bagnigge- 
ivelis, dressed in a scarlet coat, tan»bour waistcoat, 
white silk stocking, laced bat, &c. and publicly 
tleclared himself to be a highwayman. HaviQ|r 
drsnk pretty freely, he became extremely quarrel- 
aoroe, and several scuffles ensued, in one of which 
be' lost a ring from hk finger, and when he 
tliscovered his loss, he said k was but an hundred 
•guineas gone, which one eveaing*s work would 
replace. He became at length so troublesome 
that uart of the company agreed to turn himj, 
6ut or the house } but they met with so obstinate 

a resistance^ 
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a resistance, that they were obliged to give itp their 

4iesf gn, when a number of younrg fellows, possessed 

of more spirit than di&a*etion, attacked this magh 

nanSmoiis hero, and actually forced him through 

Che window into the road." Rann was not much 

injured by this severe treatment $ but he complaii> 

«d bitterly against those who could so basely aflFront 

a gentlemah of his character. Being arrested for 

a debt of 50I. which he was unable to pay, he 

vras confined in the Mar^halsea prison, where be 

was visited by several friends, some of whom paid 

his debti and procured his discharge. At another 

-time,' while with two companions at an ale-house 

in Tottenham-court-road, be was arrested by two 

sheriflP's ofRcersy and, not having money to pay the 

demand, he deposited his watch in the hands of 

the bailiff's, while his associates advanced, three 

guineas, which together made more than the 

amount of the debt j and, a balance was to be 

Tetumed to Rann when the watch should be rer 

deemed, he told the bailiffs that, if they would 

lend him five shillings, he would treat them with a 

crown bowl of punch. This they readily did ; and^ 

^ while they were drinking, Rann »aid tq^the officers^ 

** You have not treated me like a gentleman. 

When Sir John Fielding's people come after me» 

they use me genteelly i they only hold up a finger* 

beckon me, and I follow them as quietly as a 

lamb." When the baili/Ts were gone, Rann and 

his companions rode off ; but our hero soon return* 

ing, stopped at the turnpike, and asked if he had 

been wanted. " No," saiJ the tollmap. *« Why,*' 

replied the other; ** I am Sixteen>strings Jack, the 

celebrated highwayman-^— have any of Sir John 

Fieiding*s people been this way ?v •• Yes," said 

the 
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" lOBC of thcoi «fc out JWt ^OVtt 
tkroogh.** lUnn replied* *' If yoo see them 
^tgaioy tell them I am goae totrsids JLondoD i** and 
then rode off with the otrooic ottooncerB. Soon 
afterwards be appeared at Bamet races, drcmcd in 
« most eiefaot spoiting stile, his waistcoat being 
-iilae satin trimmed with silver ; and he was f<^ 
Jowed by honircds of people* who were eager to 
vrarify their curiosity by the sight of a man who 
nad been to much the object of public convecm* 
lion. But what is more remarkable, he attended a 
putiUc execution at Tyburn* and, getting withih 
the ring formed by the constables round the gaU 
lows, desired that he might be permitted to stand 
there* ** for* mid he» perhaps it is very proper that 
I should be a spectator on this occasion/* On the 
•6th of September* 1774* he and William CoUier 
went on the Uxbridge road* with a tiew to com- 
mit robberies on the highway j and on the Wed* 
fiesday following they were examined at the public 
6ffice in Bow- street, when Dr. WiUiam Bdl» 
chaplain to the princess Amelia, deposed* that 
lietween three and four o*clock in the afternoon of 
Monday the 26th of Septeoiber, as he was rising 
near Ealing* he observed two men* ratlier of a 
mean appearance, who rode past -him ; and that he 
temarked they had auspicious looks $ yet neither 
at that time, nor for some little time afterwaids, 
had he any idea of being robbed ; that soon after* 
wards one of them* which he believed was Rann* 
trossed the head of his horse* and, demanding his 
tioney, said* ** Give it me* and take no notice, or 
1*11 blow your brains out." On this the Doctor 

£ve him one shilling and six-pence* which was all 
i sitvcr he had, and likewise a common watch ia 

a tortoist'* 



t t«kf bitt-iketl case. Oti the erching of tlie day 

OB "vthlch the robbery" was committed, Eleano^^' 

Roche, and her maid-servant, carried a watch to 

pledge with Mr. Coi'dy, pawnbroker iti Oxford* 

CDad,who, suspecting that it had not been hone&tljr 

s^dfuirrd, stopped it, and applied to Mr. Grig»ion»* 

Watchmaker in Russel-street, Covent-Garden, vi ho* 

had made the watch for Dr. Bclh Mr. darker 

awose, thatk on going to Miss Rochets iodgbgs on- 

tile Monday nighty he f6Mnd two pair of bootar 

wetand dirty, w)ikh had evidently beeit worn that 

day ) and Mr^ Hatibiiftoii swore^ that he waited 

ftt Miss Rochets lodgings till Rann and CblUea*. 

CMie thither}' in censfquence of which they were 

taken into custody. On the stK of October^ 

Jphn Rami, Wiliiam Collier, Eleanor Roche> and 

Christian Stewart^ servant to Roche^ were brought 

to Bow-stceet$ when Dr. Bell deposed in snlvi 

stance as he had done the orecedtag week : and 

William liills, servant to the princess Amelia, 

awore that he saw Rahn> whom he well knew, 

ascend the hill at Acton about twenty mmutet 

before the robbery was committed f a drcumstance 

which perfectly agreed with Dr. Beirs account o^ 

the time that he was robbed. Hereupon John> 

Rann and William Collier were committed t9- 

Newgate, to lake their trials for the highway rob« 

bery ; Eleanor Roche was sent to Clerke&well bride-> 

Well, and Christian Stewart, her servant, to TotffilU 

fields bridewell) to be tried as accessaries after the 

fftct. On this trial some favourable circumsiancea 

appearing in behalf of CoUier# he was recommende<£ 

to mercy, and afterwards respited during the king*a 

pleasure. Eleanor Roche was sentenced^ to be 

transpoitcd fyx foartecu ycAtaj hcf servant waa 

ac(|ttiitcd ) 



3124 READ.-*,KI^CBARDSOK. 

acquitted ; snd Rami waskft ibr execstion. -Vfhtn 
Rann was.brou^t down to take his trial, hfi«vas 
drtssed in a neiv suit of pea-green deaths $ his hat 
was bound round with silver strings j ke - wore a 
ruffled shirty and his behaviour eyioced the. utmost 
unconcern. He was so confident of beiugacquitted» 
that he had ordered a genteel supper to be provided 
for the entertainment of his pArtkailar friends and 
associates on the joyful acquittal: but their intend- 
ed nyrth was soon turned into real niDuniing. On 
jcecfciving his sentence, he attempted to force a 
amile, but was eyideatly not a smile of .inward 
satisfaction.: After conviction his behaviour was, 
ioT some time, very improper. . Qn: Sunday .the 
43d of October, he had seven |;irls to dine with 
I^im. . The company were remarkable cheerful ; 
sor was Rann less joyous than his coropanious. 
However,, when the -warrant for his execution airiv- 
cd, he began to think seriously. of an hereafter* 
On the morning of execution he received the sacra- 
ment in the chapel of the prison,, and at the tree 
behaved with, great decency ; on first approaching 
it, he turned round and looked at it as an- object 
which he had long expected to see $ though not as 
on one that he jihould have dreaded, i^e sufiisred 
at Tybuin on the 30th of November, 1774. • His 
body being cut down, was delivered to his friends 
ibr interment* 

. READ, . See Codlin,*.W. 

• RICHARDSON, JOHN . (pirate) was the 
son of a goldsmith at NewYork, aad havi^ been 
kept to school till he was fourteen years old, »was 
then put under the careof his brother, who was a 
cooler ; but not liking that business, he sailed on 
board a merchant ship comntandtd by his name- 
sake: 
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sake Captain Richardson.' After one voyage, he 
served five years to a carpenter i bat having made 
an illicit connection with his niaster*s daughter, 
who became pregnant, he quitted his service, and 
entered on board a ship botind to Jamaica y when, 
on his arrival, he was impressed, put on board a 
man of war, and brought to England. The ship^s 
crew being paid at Chatham, he came to London, 
took lodgings in Horsiydown, and soon spent 
ail his money. On this he entered as boatswain 
on board a vessel bound to the Baltic ; but becom- 
ing weary of his situation, and knowing that there 
was a merchant in the country with whom the 
captain had dealings, he went to a tavern and 
wrote a letter, • as from the captain, desiring that 
the merchant would send him an hundred rix 
^ dollars. This letter he carried himself, and receiv* 
ed the money from the merchant, who said he 
had more at the captain*^s service if it was wanted* 
Being possessed of this sum, he, the next day, 
embarked on board a Dutch vessel bound to Am. 
aterdam : and soon after his arrival connected him- 
self with a woman whose husband had sailed as a 
mate of a Dutch East-India ship, and cohabited 
about eight months, when she told him that ic 
would be necessary for him to decamp, as she daily 
expected her husband to return from his voyage. 
Richardson agreed to- this, but first determined t3 
rob her, and having, persuaded her to go to the 
play, he took her to a tavern afterwards, where he 
plied her with liquor till she was perfectly intoxi- 
cated. This being done, be attended her home, 
and having got her to bed, and found* her fast 
asleep, he took the keys out of her pocket, and 
unlocking the warehouse, stole India goods to the 
VOL.. II. ,2 F amount 
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mmottot of two hundred povndfy which he eon - 
▼eyed to a lodging he had uken to receive them* 
He then replaced the keys, but finding some that 
were smalier« he with those opened her drawcrst 
and took out sixty pounds. Some years after this 
he saw this woman at Amsterdam, but she made 
no complaint of the robbery j by which it may 
reasonably be supposed that she was afraid her 
husband might suspecther former illicit connectioo. 
Having put his stolen jpoda on board one of the 
Rotterdam boats, he sailed for that place, where h« 
found a captain of a vessel bound for New England, 
with whom he sailed at the expiration of four days. 
On their arrival at Boston, he went to settle about 
fifty miles up the country, in expectation that the 
propeity he possessed might procure him a wife of 
some fortune. Having taken his lodgings at a 
farmer*s, he deposited his goods in a kind of ware- 
house. It bci(ig now near the Christmas holidays, 
many of the country people solicited that he would 
keep the festival with them. His invitations were, 
to numerous, that he scarce knew how todctermmej, 
but at length accepted that of a Mr. Brown, to 
which he was influcnpcd by his having three 
daughters, and four maid-servants, all ot whom 
were v^ry agreeable young women. Richardson 
made presents of India handkerchiefs to all the 
girls, and so far ingratiated himself into their, 
favour, that he effected the seduction of them all i 
but before any consequences appeared, there hap- 
pened to be a wedding, to which the daughter of a 
justice was invited as a bribe-maid, and lUchardson. 
as a bride-man. , He soon became intimate with 
the young lady, Dersiiaded her to go and see his 
lodgings and warenouse, and offered to make her a 

present 
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present of any yjece ef goods she' might d«eia 
worth hf:r accfiptaiice. .it length sfae&ed on a 
piece of cbiats, 2^nd cafried it home with hea. 
Two days afterwards Richardson wrote to her, 
and h«r aasntec being stich as flattered his wishefi^ 
he likewise wrot« to her father, requesting his pcr^ 
asission to pay hb addresses to the daughter. The 
old gentleman readily admitted his visits, and, at 
ihr end oJF three months gave his consent that the 
Toung people should be united in wedlock. There 
being no hotnces for marriage in that country, it 
is the custom to publish the banns three successive 
Sundays in the church. On thd first day no objec* 
tion was oiadc » but on the second Sunday all 
the girls from die house where he had spent his 
Christmas, made their appearance, to forbid the 
banns, eadi of them declaring that she was preg- 
fiant by the intended husband. Hereupon Rt-> 
chardson slipped out of the church, leaving the 
people astonisiiod at the smgularity of the circun* 
atance : and in a few days after he received a letter 
from the old gentleman, begging that he would 
decline his viatts, as his conduct had furnished a 
aubject of conversation for the whole country { 
with this request Richardson very cheerfully com* 
plied : but in four months he was sent for, when 
the justice now, for appanatt reasons, offeivd him 
Sool. currency, to take his daughter as a wile* 
He Kenied to hesitate at first i at length consenting, 
the young Jady and he went to a village at the 
distance of forty miles, where the banns were 
regularly pnblisM, and the marriage took place, 
before the other parties were apprised of it. How* 
ever, in a little time after the wedding, he was 
arrested by the friends of the other girls, ia order 
a p a to 
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to compel him to pvfi security for the mtinteBaitce 
of the future children} whereupon his father-in- 
law engaged that he should not abscond, and paid 
liim his wife*s fortune. Having thus possessed 
Jiimself of the money, and being dck of his ntn 
connection, he told his wife and her relations, that 
jiot being fond of a country life, he would go to 
New- York, and build him a ship, and would 
return at the expiration of three months* The 
funily having no suspicion of his intentionsj took 
leave of him with every mark of affection : but he 
. never went near them any more. Having previ* 
oosly sent his effects to Boston, he went to that 
place, where he soon spent his money amongst the 
worst kind of company, ' and no person being 
willing to trust him, he was reduced to great 
distress. It now became necessary that he should 
work for his bread; and being tolerably well skilled 
in ship^buildinff, he got employment under a mis- 
ter-builder, who was a Quaker, who treated him 
with the greatest. indulgence. This Quaker was 
an elderly man, who had a young wife with whom 
Richardson wished to become acquainted; he» 
therefore, one day quitted his work, and went home 
to the house ; but he no sooner had arrived there 
than he was followed by the old man, who came 
in search of him, and heard him talking too freely to 
his wife. On this the Quaker paid him hb wages, 
and forbad him ever . to come within his house 
again j Richardson promised to obey, and, indeed, 
intended to have complied with the injuncrion: but 
about eight days afterwards the old gentleman 
having some business up the country to purchase 
, timber, desjred his wife to accompany him. To 
avoid this journey the lady feigned an indisposition, 

and 
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and took to ber bed. . Tlie husbaad iMd not been 
loug^onc before Richardson meeting tbe maid- 
servant is the street, »sk«d after tbe health of her 
mistress, who* the gtrl said, wanted to scebima 
and he promised to wait vpon her about nine in 
the evening. Punctual to his engagement, be 
attended the lady» and regularly repeated his visits 
till the return of her husband was appivhended s 
when he broke opon a chest, atole about seventy 
pounds, and immediately agreed with Captain 
Jones for his passage to Philadelphia. On his 
arrival here, he took lodgings at the boose of 
a widow who had two daughters} and paying hia 
addresses to the mother, was so successHil, that 
for four months, while he continued there, he 
acted 8s if he had been master of the houae. He 
then became attached to one of the daughters j 
and on a Sunday, when the rest of the family was 
absent, found an opportunity of being alone with 
her; but tbe mother returning at this juncture, 
interrupted their conversation, and expressed her 
rage in the most violent terms Soon aiter this she 
found him taking equal freedom with her other 
daughter. The old lady was now exceedingly 
angry, but having provided a husband for one, 
she constantly teazed Ricfaardaon to marry tbe 
other, which he steadily refused to do, unless she 
would advance him a sum of money. S(ie hesita* 
ted for some time ; but at length consented to give 
him a hundred pounds, and half her plate; on 
which the marriage was solemnized : hut he had 
no sooner possessed himself of this liule lortune 
than he embarked on board a ship bound for South 
Carolina. Within a month after his arrival in this 
eolony he became acquatntei w&h iooe Capuia 
a F 3 Roberts, 
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Roberts, with whom he sailed as mate and carpeb • 
ter to Jamaica, and during the voyage was treated 
m the most friendly manner. The business at 
Jamaica being dispatched, they returned to Caro- 
lina. The owner of the ship living abont ten 
miles up the country, and -the winter advancing, 
the captain fixed o^ Richardson as a proper person 
to sleep on board, and^ take care of the vessel, 
This he did! for some time, till about a week 
before Christmas, when he was invited to an enter- 
tainment to be gfven^on occasion of the birth-day 
of his owner*s only daughter. A moderate share 
of skill 111, sineing and dancing recommended 
Richardson to the notice of the company, and in 
particular to that of the young lady, by which he 
hoped to profit -on a future occasion. In the 
following month a weddine was to be celebrated 
at the house of a friend of the owner, on which 
occasion Richardson was sent for; here he met 
with the young lady, and being her partner during 
the dancing, he begged leave to conduct her home ; 
and accordingly had the honour to attend her to 
lier abode. Having visited her the following day, 
he entreated her to admit of his occasional visits ; 
but she said there were so many, negro servants 
about the house that it would be impossible. On 
this he said he would conduct her to the ship, 
when the family were asleep, and the girl foolishly 
consenting to this proposal, the intrigue was thus 
carried on for a fortnight ; afterwards they bribed 
an old female negro, who constantly let Richardson 
into the young iady*s chamber when the rest of 
the family were retired to rest. The mother soon 
discovered her daughter's misconduct, and ac- 
quainting her husband with the circumstance, the 
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old grentleman sent for Richardson, atsd insisted 
/upon his marrying his<laughter} Richardson said 
it was out of his power to support her ; but the 
father promising hU assistance, the marriage took 
place. The old gentleman having now given his 
son-in-law the ship, and a good cargo, as a niarriage 
portion, Richardson embarked, on a trading voyage 
to Barbadoes : but he had not been many days at 
sea, when a yiolent storm arose, in which he lost 
his vessel and cargo, and he and his crew were 
obliged to take to the boat to save their lives* 
After driving some days at sea, they were taken 
up by a vessel which carried them to St. Kitt*s> 
where Richardson met with captain Jones, who 
told him that t|)e wife he had married in Pennsyl- 
vania had died of a -broken heart. Tiiis circum- 
stance, added to the loss of his ship, so much 
affected him, that he was confined to his chamber 
for four months. On his recovery, he went mate 
with the captain who had carried him to St. Kitt'S'i 
but quitting this station in about five months, 
he sailed to Antigua, where a young gentleman 
who happened to be in company with Richardson, 
was so delighted with his skill in dancing a horn- 
pipe, that he invited him to his father's house, 
where he was entertained for a fortnight with the 
utmost hospitality. One day, as he was rambling 
with the young gentleman, to take a view of some 
of the plantations, Richardson stopped on a sud- 
den, and putting his hand to his pocket, pretended 
to have lost his purse, containing twenty pistoles* 
The young gentleman told him there was more 
money in. Antigua, **.True, said Richarcivm, 
-M but I am a Strang^ here j I am a Creolian from 
Mcovis.* To this the other asked, << Do you 

belong 
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belong to die ItkhafdsoBt at MeoTi^? I knowtbeir 
dMnctcr wdL** Kmiwing that the governor of 
Mcovii was oancd Riclunboii, be now had the 
coafiifeDeeCo dedaie that he was fab soft t on which 
the other exclaimed, ** Yoa his 9od> and want 
r m Antigua ! No, no $ onlydraw a bill opon 



yoor father, and I will engage that 017 father shall 

kelp yon to the moneir/* The project of raising 

' in this manner delighted lUchaidson, whom 



the yjo^ gentleman introduced to his father, ^o 
was no sooner acaoainted with the pretended loss, 
than he esqwessed a willmgness to supply him 
with a hundred pistoles, on which he dre# a bill 
on his sopposed father for the above-mentioned 
sum, and received the monej. About a week 
afterwards he wrote a letter to his imputed father, 
informing him how generously be had been treated 
by his friends in Antigua, and subscribed himself 
his dutiful son. This letter he entrusted to tho 
care of a person in whom he could confide, with 
strict ordeis not to deliver it ; and when as much 
time had elapsed as might warrant the expectation 
of an answer, he employed the mate of a ship to 
write a letter to the old gentleman, as from his 
suppd^d father, thanking him for 'his supposed 
civilities to his son. The gentleman was greatly 
pleased at the receipt of this letter, which be said 
contained more compliments than bis condqct had 
deserved : and he told Richardson that he might 
have any farther sum of money that he wanted. 
On this, Richardson determined to uke every ad- 
vantage of the credulity of his new acquaintance, 
dT(.w another bill for a buhdred pistoles, and soon 
afterwards decamped. He now embarked on board 
a vessel bound ti^f J«imucai and on his anjvalot 

Port- 
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Fert-Royaly purchased a Tarietyof goodsof a j€w» 
merchant) wbicb, with other goods that the jew 
gave him credit for, he shipped on board a ship 
tor Carthagena, where lie disposed of them $ but 
never went back to discbarge his debt to the jew. 
From Carthagena he sailed to Vera Cruz, and 
thence to England, where he took lodgings with 
one Thomas Ballard, who kept a public- house at 
Chatham. Now this Ballard had a brother, who, v 
havine gone abroad many years before, had i|ever 
been heard of. P.ichardson bearing a resemblance 
to this brother, the publican conceived a strong idea 
that he was the same, and asked if his name was 
not Ballard. At first he answered in the negative { 
but finding the warm prepossession of the other, 
and expecting to make some advantage of his ere- 
dulity, he at length acknowledged that he was his 
brother. Accordingly he lived in a sumptuous 
manner, without any expense, and Ballard was never 
more uneasy than when any one doubted of the 
reality of the relationship : at length Ballard told 
Richardson that their two sisters were living at 
Sittingboume, and persuaded him to go with him on 
a visit to them. Richardson readily agreed ; but 
the two sisters had no recollection of the brother ; 
however,' Ballard persuaded them that he was the 
real brother who hs(d been so - long absent ; on 
which great rejoicings were made on account of 
his safe arrival in his native country. After a 
week of festivity it became necessary for Ballard 
to return to his business at Chatham : but the 
sisters, unwilline to part with their newly fouud 
brother, persuaded him to remain awhile at Sitting- 
boume, and told him that their mother, who had 
been extremely fond of him, had left him twenty 

pounds^ 
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psuadtf awl the marc <m wliick ibe used to ride| 
and in a. short time be received the legtciet.— 
Dating his residence with bis preemptive 8ister% 
he became aojuainted with Anne and Sarah 
Knoldingi and finding that their relatione iveic 
deceased^ and that Asne was left goavdiaa to her 
lister, he paid his addresiea to t& foraiery whe 
was weak enough to trust him with her money, 
bonds, writings, and the deeds of her ettate. Here* 
vpoa he immediately went to Chatham, where be 
mortgaged the estate for three hundred pounds 
and thence went to Gravesend, where he sbij^d 
himself on board a vessel bound to Venice. Oa 
bit arrival in that place, he hired a house, and lived 
vneroployed till he had spent the greater part of bis 
money, when he sold off his effects, and went to 
Ancona, and became acquainted with Captais 
Bei\}amin Hartley, who had come thither with 
a lading of pilchards^ and on board whosfe ship 
was Richard Coy|i|, a native of Devonshire, having 
been born near Exeter. He had been educated for 
a maritime life, had been aj^renticed to the master 
of a trading vessel, with whom he served his time 
with reputation ; bad made several vovages in tbips 
of war, served on boanl several merchantmeo, and 
had likewise been master of a ship for seventeen 
years. At this time he was chief mate to Captain 
Hartley } who being in want of a carpenter, Rich* 
ardson agreed to serve him in that capaci^s and 
the ship sailed on a voyage to Turkey, where the 
captain took in a lading of corn, aiid sailed for 
J^eghorn. On the first night of this voyage, Coyle 
came on the deck to Richardson, and asked him if 
he would be concerned in a secret plot, to mar* 
der the captalni and seiae the vessel* RJchardaon 

at 
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at flnttwsliated^ hnt at length agreed to take bis 
share in the Fiilaitaf. The pbin heittg concerted^ 
they went tQ ihe captain^s cabin about roidntghr, 
with an tntentioo of mordering him $ but getting 
from themy he ran up the shrouds, whither he was 
followed by RiGhardM»n» and aseiman named Lar- 
een« . The captain dcMxnded too (fuick for them^ 
and ax won as he gained the deck, Coyle attemp«ed 
to thoot him with a blunderbttss, which^ missing 
fire. Hartley wrested it fiom hh hands, and threw 
it into the sea* Coyle and some other of the sailors 
now threw the captahi overboard, hot as he hung 
by the ship's side, Coyle gave him several blows 
which rather stunned himi as he. did not let go his 
holdy Richardson seised an axe> with which he 
ctradk him s6 forcibly that he dropped into the sea. 
Coyle now assumed the command of the ship, and 
Richardson being appointed mate^ they sailed to- 
vrards the island of Malta, where they intended to 
have refitted : but some of the crew' objecting to 
the putting in there, they agreed to go to Mi* 
Borca. When they came opposite Cape Cona, on 
the coast of Barbary, the weather became so foul 
that they were compelled to lay too for several 
days, after which thev determined to sail for Fo^ 
Tinianof an island under the dominion of Spain.-^ 
When they arrived at this place, they sent on shoie 
for water a^d fresh provisions; but as thev had 
oome from Turkey, and «ould not produce letters 
of hedth, it was not possible for them to procure 
what they wanted. It had been a practice with 
the pirates to keep watch alternately, in company 
with some boys who were on board ; but during- 
the night whUe they lay at anchor off this place, 
twooi the men destined to wat^h fell asleep: on 

which 
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wl^ich two of the boys Ikaukd.up a bott^ and went 
on shore, where thqr informed the governor of 
what had paeied on board. One of the pirates who 
abould hare watched being awoke» he rail and cal- 
kd Richardson, whom he inibrmed of the boys* 
departure $ on which Richardson said, it was pnae 
that they should depart likewise} on which Uiey 
hauled up the >iong-boet without loss of time, and 
putting on' board her such things as would be im* 
mediately necessary, set sail, in the hope of making 
their escape. • In the interim the governor sent 
down a party of. soldiers to take care of the ship, 
and prevent the escape of the pirates j but it being 
very daik they could not discern the vessel, though 
she lay near the shore : however, when they heard 
the motion of the oars, they fired at the pirates, who 
all escaped unwounded. Steering towards Tunis, 
they stopped at a small island called Maritiifie, 
where they diverted themselves with killing of rab- 
bits : for though the place is little more than a bar- 
ren rock, yet it abounds with tliose animals. Leav- 
ing this, they stopped twelve miles short of Tunis, 
where Richardson was apprehended, and carried be- 
fore the governor, who asking whence he came, he 
' toid him, that he was master of a vessel, which hav- 
ing been lost off the coast of Sardinia, he was neces- 
sitated to take to his long-boat, and had been driven 
thither by stress of weather. This ^ory being 
credited, the governor seemed conceroed for the 
fate of him and his companions, and recommended 
them to the house of an Italhin,, where they might 
be accommodated ;• in the mean time he sent to 
the English consul to inform him, that his country* 
men were in distress. When , they had been about 
a fortn%ht at this piacei Richarda^n Mid the long- 
boat. 
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%oary and having divided the 'produce among his 
companions, he went to Tunis, to be examined by 
the English consul, to whom he told the same stoiy 
that he had previously told to the governor : pn 
^hich the consul ordered him to make a formal prb- 
rest thereof for the benefit of tlie owners, and their 
•WD security. Hereupon the consul supplied him 
vrith money, which he shared with his, companions* 
Coyle kept himself continually drunk with the 
noney he bad received, and during his intoxication 
•poke so freely of their transactions, that he was 
taken into custody by order of the consul, and sent 
to England : Richardson would also have been ap- 
prehended, but being upon his guard, and learning 
what had happened to his companion, he embarktd 
, on board a ship bound for Tripoly, where he ar- 
ilved in safety. At this place he drew a bill on an 
Engli>h merchant at Leghorn, by which he obtain* 
«d twenty potindsj then embarked for the island 
of Malta, and sailed from thence to Saragossa, in 
the island of Sicily, whence going, to Messina, he 
was known by a gentleman who lived at Ancona, 
and remembering his engaging In the service of 
Captain Hartley, had him apprehended on suspi* 
cion of the murder. He remained in prison at Mes- 
sina .nine months; on which he wrote a petition to 
the king of Naples, setting forth, that he bad be^ 
a servant to hi* father, and praying the royal orders 
for his releasee. In consequence of this petition, the 
governor of Mes>ina was commanded to set him at 
liberty ; on which he travelled to Rome, and thence 
to Civita VeQchia, where he hoped to get employ- 
ment on board the Pope''s gallies, in consequence of 
his having turned Roman Catholic. While at Ci- 
vita Vecchia he became known to Captain .Bloroet^ 
a G who 
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who mvlttd htm, with other compfitiy, <m board kk 
ship s and when the ooinpany were gone the cap*- 
tain shewed him a letter^ in which he was described 
as one of the murderers of • Captain Hartkf. 
ilichardson denied the charged ; but the captain 
vailing down some hands, he was put in irons^ and 
sent to Leghorn, whence he was transmitted t» 
Lisbon, where he remained three months, and being 
then put on board the packet-boat, and brought to 
Falmouth, he was conveyed to London. He waa 
iodged first in the. Manhalsea* thence removed to 
Newgate, and being tried at ^e Old Bailey, he re«> 
eehrcd sentence of death, with his confederate, Coylew 
The latter acknowledged the equity of the sentence, 
and in some letters to his friends, confessed his pe» 
nttence for the crime of which he had been guilty, 
and his readiness to yield his life as an atonement 
for his offences : but Richardson seemed wholly re* 
gardless of his fate ; and terminated his life with as 
xnuch levity and indifference as he had spent the 
prime of it. He suffered with Coyle at Execution 
Pock, Jan. 25,1738. 

RICE, JOHN, (POROBR,) was the son of Mr. 
Rice, of Spital-square, a considerable stock-broker, 
who lived in a style of elegance and respectabiliry. 
Voung Rice having received a liberal education, 
succeeded his father in bis business and was so suc- 
cessful as a broker, that his profits were estimated 
at one thousand tvvo hundred pounds a year.' Vn- 
liappily for himself, he lived too gay, , having a 
country-house at Finchley, an elegant town house 
in John-street, Gray's Inn, and keeping a coach, 
chaise, chariot, and several livery servants, besides 
a negro*boy 5 yet still it is probable that he might 
have supported his credit, but that, flushed with suc- 
cess. 



t9t%t, he wkKed to grow still rieber than he w^sr, 
which led him on to that species of gaming cailed 
»pecukiriug in the stocks* by which he suffered sd 
greatly, that, at diffeicnt times, he was said to bt 
a loser to the amount of sixty thousand pounds* 
In the vain hope, however, of recovering bis cir- 
cumstances, he was tempted to the commission of 
forgery. Among other of his employers was m 
Yorkshire lady, named Pierce, who had a very con- 
aiderabie property in South-Sea stock. In the name 
of Mrs. Pierce, he was adventurous enough to 
forge letters of attorney, bv which he received up<* 
wards of nineteen thousand pounds. Mrs. Pierce 
having occasion to come to town soon after this 
transaction. Rice, hearing of the intended journey « 
tbonght it necessary to consult his safety in flight* 
Hereupon he took a po&t-chaise for Dover» and em« 
barked in the packet-boat for Calais, where he soon 
landed. Hence he travelled, to Cambray, a city in 
French Flanders, and the scat of an archbishopt 
which he had been taught to consider as a privi- 
leged place,, where he could remain unmolested i in 
this he was mistaken, for the archbishop of Cam* 
bray, though a prince of the empire, was subject 
to the parliament of Toumay, and had, therefore} 
no poller to protect a criminal fugitive. Whether 
Mrs. Rice knew of her husband's design previous 
to his departure, or by letter from him, is uncer* 
tain $ but she determined to follow him, and taking 
a post'Chaise, reached Harwich,where she embarked 
in the packet for . Holland, designing to travel 
thence to Cambray ;. but the wind proving con* 
trary, the vessd was obliged to put back to Har- 
wich, whence Mrs. Rice returned to London, pro* 
posing to reimbark on a future occasion, it is 
zG z pro* 
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probable tbat Mrs. Rice now apfirehcnded bendr 
in security; but kbe had no sooner arrived in Ijo«- 
don than she was taken into custody, and being car- 
ried before the lord mayors bank-notes to the 
amount of four thousand pounds were sewed up ia 
her stays. On her examination, she acknowledged 
whither her husband had retired* and the crime 
with which he was charged being thought to ^Skct 
public credit, our ministry dispatched a messenger 
to the English ambassador at Paris, desiring that ' 
be would use his enterest with the people in power 
in Frauce, to have the culprit delivered op to the 
justice of the laws of his native country. This 
requisition was insuntly complied with ; and ordeis 
being sent to Cambray to secure Mr. Rice, notice 
was transmitted to London, that he was in custody: 
on which one of the clerks of the bank, and 
another of the South«Sea house, went over with <me 
of the King*s messenge**s» to bring him to Eng- 
land. On their arrival at the prison of Cambray« 
they found the pre^med culprit in a state of great 
dejection. They were proceeding to have iiand* 
cuffed him ; but he falling on his knees, and witk 
tears implored they would dispense with this dis- 
graceful circumstance. They generously complied^ 
and Rice was placed in one post-chaise with the 
messenger, the gentleman preceding in another. 
Having embarked for Dover, they landed, and 
proceeded immediately towards llondonu The 
news papers having mentioned what had happened 
respecting Mr. Rice, the public-curiosity was s» 
mucii excited, that crouds of people attended at 
every place where they stopped, to take a view of 
the unf'ortun;ite prisoner. On their arrival in Loa- 
dony he was carried before the lord mayor, wba 

remarking 
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jrim^rkiflg the Ulmost tandour, even to generosity, 
in his answers to the questions that were proposed 
to him, committed him to the Poult ry-tomptor» 
instead of ^ndii^ him to Newgate; presuming 
that his sittiation might be Tendered less disagreea- 
ble in the former than in the latter. Here he re- 
mained till the mcttkhig appointed for his trial, 
when he was taken to the Old Baifey in a coach> 
indicted and tried for the forgery on Mrs. Pearce. 
Lord Mansfield presided on this occasions and 
when the evidence had been given, and the jury 
had brought in a verdict of **, guilty," the prj- 
sbnef looked up to the judge with a countenance of 
extreme distress, imploring that he might be 
Recommended to the mercy of the sovereign. In 
•answer to this, lord Mansneld advised him not to 
flatter himself with hope of that mercy which there 
was no probability of oeing extended to him. His 
lordship farther said, ** considering your crime, 
and its consequence, in a nation where there is so 
much paper credit, I must tell you, I think myself 
bound in duty a0d conscience to acquaint his 
Majesty, that you ate no objtct of his mercy." 
Hrs lordship farthef observed, "that all public 
companies should take warning, by the present 
instance, carefully to examine all letters of attorney, 
for the more effectual prevention of fraud.'* After 
conviction, as well as before, he expressed the most 
Sincere contrition. While under sentence of death, 
he made the most serious preparation for ^e im- 
portant change that awaited bim. He exp(!cted 
the warrant tor his esirecntion some days before it 
arrived ; and when If came, the fatal news was 
Conceaie<l frx)m him till his wife, who was then 
prtknt, bad r^ired. It h vecordedi to Hk credit 
*«P 3 ot 

3 
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of Mr. Rice, that, before he quitted the kingdoai« 
he sent for his tradcsmensf* bills, and discharged 
all those that were delivered. His friends petitioned 
that he might be allowed a coach to the place of 
execution $ but this was denied^ he was placed aa 
a cart, and attended, by a faithful friend » who, 
though all the rest of the world bad deserted him^ 
was too generous to leave him till the last fatal 
moment. At this time his behaviour was so ex* 
emplary, that the multitude could not refrain from 
tears ; and perhaps no man never ended his life at 
the fatal tree more universally lamented. He 
suffered at Tyburn. His mother was living 
at the time, of execution ; and her frieuds^ 
anxious to alieviate her distress, told her, that her 
son- wns taken ill at Cambray : they then added, 
that his life was despaired of j and at length said^ 
that he was dead. The old lady lived at Stoke- 
Newington ; and when, on the day after execution, 
the cryers of dying speeches made their perambu- 
lations, the inhabitants of. Newington, with a 
generosity that will ever do them honour, gave the 
poor people money not to cry the speeches near her 
nouse. A commission of bankruptcy having been 
taken out against him, his ejects were sold by 
auction, and amongst the rest his nfgro boj, A 
circumstance which was most severely and indeed 
justly censured in all the priots of tne day: this 
savage insensibility of the creditors excited the 
indignation of the public far more than the crime 
of the unfortunate debtor, 

RICHER, ELEANOR; See Rann, J. 

RIDGLEY, ROWLAND (coiner) was a 
book-binder by trade, but afterwards became a no- 
torious ooiaeri .which he carried on for several years, 

but 
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Imt at length was indicted at the Old Bailey, in 
December, 1788, for having in his custodv a 
punch, upoa which was impressed the figure of the 
head-side of a shilling, against the slatut^, &c. on 
the 29th of June. John Clarke, deposed, that he 
went to the house of one Ball, in Bunhtll-row} 
that he knew the room belonged to the prisoner 
by the clotKes that were found there, which clothes 
lie Ixad seen thr prisoner wear ', and that after he 
was apprehended, and taken before a magistrate, 
lie acknowledged that, the lodgings belonged to him, 
and that the clothes were his property. Moses 
Morant testified, that he wen{ with Clarke to 
Bunhill-row, where they broke open the door in 
presence of Ball i — that he found under the chest 
of drawers a quantity of halfpence, and, among 
some litter, a leaden pot containing a parcel^ of 
punches and halfpence; and that under the 
drawers he found some shillings i and some half- 
crowns on the tester of the bed. Thomas Ball, 
landlord of the house, deposed, that the prisoner 
had lodged with him about a week ^ that he had 
the key of the room in his own po<«session ; and that 
he never heard him make a noise with any instrti* 
ments, which he thought must have been the case 
if the prisoner had used any. This deponent was 
present when the articles were found. John Dixon 
swore, that he apprehended the prisoner on the 8th 
of October, but found no counterfeit money on 
him; however, he saw a paper- writing, dated the 
30th of September, which imported to be a notice 
from him of intention to surrender. Mr. Pingo» 
an engraver at the Mint, swore, that the prisoner 
was not employed by the Mint.; the machines pro- 
duced, were punches, but not punches made at 
the Mint. He could not say positively whether 

die 
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the A31ing;« found in the 'pr!sondr*s Iddgtngs wem 
mtdc from 'these punches* becsrus^ thejr ^ere 9b 
imperfecty but they had dll the apptstrance of it* 
Thought the punches found in the prhoirer^s 

C^esion, might be ibr the making of base sfril. 
js, yet he confessed they might bie m:Cde usfc of 
for oth. r purposes ; namely, 'for making seals, but* 
tons, medals or other things, where such "finpres- 
sions were wanted. A.nn 6oodman deposed, thift 
she was a serirant to the landlord of thehouse where 
the prisoner lodged ; that she went frequently u^ 
into the room next Ridgley's apartinent^ and hh 
door was nevtr locked. Set^eral persons with whom 
he had worked as binder, gave him a good 
character. TTie jury, however, brought in a ver- 
dict, *• That ihc prisoner was guilty }'* but judg* 
oient was respited for the opinion of the judges} 
whose opinions were delivered at the sessions held 
in February, 1779, and imported, that hisca$e wa« 
within the meaning of the act of parliament ; in 
cbnseqnence of which, at the close of the ^ssions^ 
he received sentence of death- He had made him- 
self so sure of acquittal, that, just before he was 
put on his trial, he told some persons who attended 
him that he should be discharged in a few minutes. 
On his quitting Newgate. for execution, he affected 
the greatest unconcern, repeatedly siniling, ^nd 
shaking hands with his acquaintance as h^ passed : 
yet he evidently struggled to conceal In'angui^ of 
mind that could not be suppressed. When the 
b'ellm'au at St. Sepulc'hieVs church had finished 
the admopitocy words,* Ridgejy, who had belong- 
ed 
1 . 
• It has be^n ti very ahdent practice, on the 
night pi'ec6dinjg; the eit'tcdtidn'of conttnnntd'erimi. 

aalb 
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cd to a dub with him, said, " Remember me at 
fbc club to-night.^* On approachiog the place of 

execution 



Bals» for the bell- man of the parish of St. Sepul- 
chre to go under Nevrgate> and ringing his bell, to 
tepeat the following verses as a piece of friendly* 
advice, to the unhappy wretches under sentence or 
death> 

•• All you that in the condemned hold do lie, 
•« Prepare you, for to-morrow you shall die. 
** Watch all, and pray, the hour is drawing near 
** That you before th' Almighty must appear. 
*< Examine well yourselves, in time repent, 
^ That you may not t* eternal flames be sent : 
'< And when St. Sepulchre*s beH to-morrow tolls, 
** The Lord above nave mercy on your souls! 

Past twelve o*dock ! 

The following^ extract from Stowe's Survey of 
London, page 195, of the quarto edition, printed 
ifti<rtS, will prove that the above venes ougtit 
10 be repeated by a clergyman, instead of the 
beU-i ^ 



" . " Robert Doue, Citizen and Merchant Taylor, 
«f London,— —gaue to the parish church of St* 
Sepulchre> the summe of sol. That after the 
seueral sessions of London, . when the prisoner 
remaine in the gaole, as condemned men to deaft, 
expecting execution on the morrow following : the 
darke (that is, the parson) of the church shoold 
come in the night-timcy and likewise early in the 
noming, to the window of the prison where they^ 
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execution. \m behaviour took a ftifferent turn ; he 
acknovirledged the justness of his seutencr, and died 
a penitent. He suffered at Tyburn on the 31st of 
Mkrch, i779> "^ *^ ^^J ^^' de liv ere d to Ins 
fnend!( for interment. 
RINGE, RICHARD. See Beddingfiblo, 

ROBERTS, JOHN, See IPoulter, J. and 
WiSTON, H. 

ROCH^, PHILIP (piratb) was a native of 
Ireland, and beiii^ brought upioa aea-faring life^ 
served Yor a considerable time on board some coast- 
ing vessels, and then sailed to Barbadoes on board 
a \Ves;t-Indiaman} where he endeavoured to pro*^ 
cure the place of clerk to a factor; but fatitng ia 
this, he went again to sea^ and was advanced to 
the station of a first mate. He now became 
acquainted with a fisherman named Neak, wh» 
binted to him that large sums of money might be 
acquired for insuring ships, and then causing them 

to 

Ijre, aod thete ringing certain 'toles with k hand- 
bell, appointed for the purpose, he doth al^erwaid 
(ill most Christian manner) put them in mind of 
their present conditioi), and ensuing execution, 
desirmg them ^o be prepared thercTore as they 
dwght to be. When thfcy are in the cart, and 
brought before thfe wall bf thfe ChuVch, there 
he standeth ready with the same bfel, and ^fter 
certain tolesrdiearsetb an appointed praier, desirnM; 
all the people there to pray for thcrt. The beadS 
a!s6 of Merthkiit-Taylors Hall hath an honest sti- 
pend allowed to see that this is ddly donfe. 
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to be sunk, to dtfraud the underwrkf|«. Ao^tc ifis 
vricked enough to listen to this proposal^ .^nd bf - 
comiiig acquainted with a geptfenan who bad a 
ship bound to Capc-BrctoD> ^e got a station qn 
board, next in conunand to the captaiB, wbo 
liaving a high opinion of him intrusted tbe $bip 
to his management) directing the scaraetl to oh^y 
bis commands. If Roche h^d entertained ai»y 
idea of sinking the ship, he seemed now to have 
abandoned it; but he had brought on boafd with 
hirn live Irishmen who were concerned in the 
shocking tragedy that ensued. One nighty having 
been only a Tew days at sea, when the captain aivd 
most of the crew was asleep, jRoche gave ordrrs 
to two of the seamen to furl tHe sails $ which 
being immediately done, the poor fellows xu> sooner 
descended to the deck, than Roche and his helli^ 
associates murdered them, and threw them over- 
board. At this instant a man and a boy at tl^ 
yatd-arm observed what past, and dreading a similar 
tate, hurried towards the top- mast head, when cyo^ 
of the Irishmen, named Cullen, followed theq^ 
and seizing the boy, threw him into tbe sea* The 
man, thinking to effect at least a present^ escape* 
descended to the main deck, where Roche instantly 
seized, and murdered him, and then threw him 
overboard. The noise occadoned by these trans- 
actions alarmed the sailors below, they hurried up 
with all possible expedition $ but they were seyer- 
flUy seised and murdered as fast as they came oa> 
deck, and being first knocked on the bead, wene 
thrown into the sea. At length the master an4 
mate came on the deck, ,whom R9cbe and his 
villainous companions seized, and tying them back 
to back, commitud them to tbe mercilesa waves. 

This 
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This done> the murderers ransacked the chests o£ 
the deceased, and then sat down to regale them- 
selves with liquor; while thus carousing, k was 
determined to commence pirates, and a£o SLgrceA 
that Roche should be the captain, as a reward of 
his superior villainy. They intended to have sailed . 
up ' the gulph of St. Lawrence ; but as they wi«ce 
within a few days sail o^ the British channel wbeit 
these crimes were committed, and finding themselves 
short of provisions, they put into Portsmouth, and 
giving the vessel a fictitious name, painted ker 
afresh, and then sailed for Rotterdam. At this 
city they disposed of their cargo, and took in a 
fresh one. Here they were unknown j. and aaT 
English gentleman, named Annesiey, shipped cod* 
siderable property on board, and took his passage 
with them for the port of London : but the villains 
threw this unfortunate gentleman overboard, after 
they had been only one day at sea. When the 
ship arrived in the river Thkmes, Mr. Anncsley*s 
flieuds made enquiry after him, in consequence of 
his having sent letters to England, describing the 
ship in which he proposed to embark j but Roche 
denied having any knowledge of the gentleman | 
and even disclaimed hi^ own name. Notwithstand* 
ing his confident assertions it was rightly presumed 
who he was, and a letter which he sent to bis wife 
being sropped, he was taken into custody. Being 
Carried before the secretary of state for examina- 
tion, He averred that he was not Philip Roche j and 
said that he knew no person of that name. Here- 
upon the intercepted letter' was shewn him, on 
which he instantly confessed his crimes, and was 
immediately committed to take his trial at the next* 
Admiralty sessions, It was intimated to Roche that 
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he Diigbt expect a pardon » if he wookl impeacA 
any three persons who were more culpable than 
faimselfy so that they might be prosecuted to con* 
▼iction: but not being able to do this, he was 
brought to his trial, and being found guilty, judg- 
ment of death was awarded against him. After 
conviction he professed to be of the Ropian Catho- 
lic faith, but was certainly no bigot to that ' 
religion, since he attended the devotions according . 
to the Protestant form. He suffered at Execution 
Pock on the 5th of August, 1723* 

R6SA, ANTHONY DE (murmrbr) was 
the son of an Englishman, but of Portuguese ex- 
traction i his father having g9ne abroad, settled in 
one of the Bermuda islands, where he married a 
Portuguese woman, of which marriage Anthony 
was the first child. The old man, being at different 
times master of several vessels which traded up the 
Mediterranean, brought his son up as a seaman, 
and he continued with him till the death of his 
. father, when he engaged himself as mate in another' 
vessel, in which station he continued about two 
years. The vessel putting into the port of Lisbon, 
De Rosa embarked on board an English mari> of 
war, bound to Ireland, and afterwards to England. 
When the ship's crew were paid off, he quitted 
the naval service, lived in an idle manner, and 
supported himself for some time by forging sea- 
men's wills and powers. After this he became 
acquainted with Emanuel De Rosa, and one Fulla- 
gar, with whom he combined in the coit^mission of 
robberies. On the nth of June, 175I9 Mr. 
William Farques* a young gentleman who lived in 
London, went to dine with bis uncle^ who kept an 
ancademy .at Hdxton 5 and having staid to supper, 
a H left 
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left the house about a quarter after ten o^docky oil 
liis return to town. Between eleven and twelve 
o*ciock, on the tame night, Mr Hendrop> pf Hox- 
toft, was going home to hi& house, when seeing two 
men ttanaing by a person lying on the groufid* |ie 
asked whit was the matter ? to which one of them 
said, '* I believe there is a gentleman murdered.^* 
Mr. Hendrop took hold of Ins hand, and found it 
warm. He then lifted up the body of the wounded 
man, who seemed to attempt to speak s but was 
unable. He, observed that the body was bloody* 
and felt some blood withinside the clothes; on 
Which he went to a public-house in the nejghbour«> 
hood, where meeting some men who had a lantern, he 
returned witl& them to the spots but the party 
was then dead, though by the clothes it was Iluowu 
to be Mr. William Farqoes: on which thebodjr 
was carried to the bouse of hia uncle* The coro* 
ner took an inquisition on this occasion $ when the 
verdict of the jury was, « Wilful Mnrdcr, by 
persons unknown.** A discovery of the perpe« 
trators of this murder did not arise till about six 
months afterwards s when, on the a6ih of Decem- 
ber , Emanuel De Rosa was apprehended as a dis- 
orderly person, and lodged inSridewell; the terrors 
of his conscience were now so great, that he deter- 
mined to make a discovery of the affair, at once to 
cicfie his mind and preserve bis life, by becoming 
an evidence for the crown. Having informed the 
kccfief of the Bridewell of hi« intention, he Kent to 
Anthony De Rosa to come and see him $ on which 
he Was taken into custody, having in his pocket a 
kuife with which he had stabbed the deceased. 
Emanuel having given in his deposition before a 

magistrate, 
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magistrate, wa$ admtttcid an evidence ; and whei^ 
the trial came on at the Old Baitey, he swore to 
the following paiticulars: ifhat he had been ac* 
t)uainted with the prisoner abobt three yeais, and 
had been concerned with him in (orgery, and 
defrauding people of riioney; that th* prisoner 
came to his lodging near the Maypole, in East 
Smithfield, about nine oVtock on the nieht the 
robbery wa4 committed ; that their vveiit together 
to the Minorite, where ^hey found Fullagar 5 when 
^1 three of them went down Hound^itth into 
Moorflclds, towards the Barking-dogs, (a piiblic- 
liOuse, io called, opposite 'the late Mr, Whitefield^ 
tabernacle^ where many people were t\ien walking 
The prisoner said he Vanted money that night, ana 
l)ado them come along, and not be afraid of anV 
\hing. They walked backwards and forwards fcv 
iome time, tninking it was to'o soon to attack any 
tody, as the clock had not yet struck ten. The 
))risoner soon afterwards saTd, <* Let 1:1s cross oveV 
that road,** meaning by the Barking-do^ii; an^ 
the gentleman who was murdered was coming alone 
Sn the middle of the path, when the prisoner asked 
liim for his money. Mr. I^arques $iaid, *< Gentle- 
Wn, I have no money for myself." Upon this, 
FuIIagar gave him two or three blows on the head 
with a sticky which had a piece of iron on its head. 
Hereupon the gentleman turned round i on which 
FuUagar struck him 6h tfk back of the head ; but, 
"as he did not fall, Anthony De Rosa bade' the 
*evidcnce hold his arm, which he did", and the t)thtT 
drew a knife, and stabbed him five or six times in 
the breast and body, as fast as he could repeat the 
blows i and FuIIagar at the same time striking him 
near the ears, Itt fell against the pales. The pri- 
a H 2 soner 
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foner «nd Fullagar now searched his pocketSf.and 
the fonncr produced eleven shillings only. The 
murderers then went together to the Nags*s-head 
on Tower-bill, and drank two pots of beer ; and 
there the evidence received two shillings as the 
share of his plunder. About ten oVlock the next 
rooming, the prisoner called on the evidence, and 
bade him take care of himself, for that he and 
Fullagar were going dpwn to Chatham. Notwith- 
standing the knife* with which Anthony bad 
stabbed Mr. Farques was produced, yet he steadily 
denied the having any concein in (he wicked trans- 
action, and attempted to set up a defence, by en- 
deavouring to prove an alibi i Dorothy Black, and 
her son, swore, that on the nth of June the pri- 
soner had a cold; and the wom2i|i added, that she 
fave him a sweat ; and that he was not out of her 
. ouse one minute during the whole day and night i 
and this latter circumstance was sworn to by the son. 
No credit, however, was given to the testimony of 
these evidences : the jury round the prisoner guilty ; 
and the court directed that Dorothy Black and her 
son should be taken into custody, to be tried for 
perjury. At the time of trial the prisoner was 
exceedingly debilitated by illness i being advised to 
make a full confession of the barbarous fact for 
which his life was soon to pay the forfeit i and to 
consider the consequence of dying in the solemn 
' attestation of a falshood : in reply to this serious 

exhortation, 

• How was it proved to be the knife that killed 
the young man ? his having « knife in his pocket 
was no proof, and Emanuel^s ifse dixit in that 
- respecti was insu^cient* £ditor. 
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tiyhdrtatioD, lie said, << t iim as inildcent as tlie 
child unborn ;'* and being 'fariher tirgtd on the 
subject, h^ exclaimed, •• Would you have me own 
tnyself guilty of what I know no more of than tou 
do? IknoW if I be guity, and deny it, I muift 
send my sdul to the bottom of hell, which I hope t 
know better than to <Joi*' He was equally dbsti- 
'nate at the place of execution, m denying the fact 
for which he suffered} solemnly declaring to the 
last, that he new nothing of the matter. He suf- 
fered at Tyburn, March 23, 175*. 

ROSS, NORKTAN, (murderer) was descend- 
ed from reputable (>ai'ehts at Inverness, in the north 
of Scotland, who gave him a good \education, and 
intended that he should be brought up in a 
roerchant*s countinghoUse ; but before he had 
completed his fifteenth year, his father and mother 
died, leaving him and several other children wholly 
unprovided Tor. He made application for employ- 
ment to several merchants; but though he was 
well qualified for business, his proposals were reject- 
ed, because he could ndt raise the sum usually given 
upon entering into a merchant's service as an arti- 
cled clerk. Thus situated, he engaged himself as 
a footman to a widow lady of fortune, who, on 
account of having been acquainted with his pa- 
rents, behaved to him with singular kindness- The 
lady had a son, wjio was then a military officer in 
Flanders ; and the campaign there being concluded* 
the young gentleman retured to his native country 
to visit his mother, and transact aom'e business 
particularly relating to himself. Observing Ross 
tb possess many qualifications ilot usual to persons 
in nis situation, he proposed taking him abroad in 
the capacity of vafec-de-chaitibre i and the old ladjr 
a H 3 acquie8«4 
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aequiesced in her son*s desire* He continued m 
this service for the space of about five years; 
during whiih period he behaved with the utmost 
diligence and ffdeiity. The regiment being brolce, 
on the conclusion of the peace of Aix-la-chap- 

?elle, the officer set out on the tour of France and 
taly, and Ross returned to Scotland, for the benefit 
of his native air. Having soon recovered his 
health, be set out in order to pay his respects to his 
former mistress; but learning that she had been 
dead about three weeks^ he repaired to Edinburgfa, 
where he was hired as a footman by an attorney- 
at-lawy Having contracted an intimacy with a 
number of livery servants, he was seduced by their 
example to the practices of gaming, drinking, &c. 
and was dismissed from hisvservice, on account of 
the irregularity of his conduct. He then became 
footman to Mrs. Hume, a widow lady of great 
fortune, and remarkable piety. In the winter she 
< resided at Edinburgh^ and in the summer at a 
village called Avton, near the town of Berwick- 
upon-Tweed. About four months after he had 
been hired by Mrs. Hume, the ladj^ removed to 
her house at Ayron. Some time after a female 
in the family, with whom he had maintained a 
criminal intercourse, was brought to bed ; and it 
therefore became necessary for him to supply her 
with money for the support of herself and infant- 
He continued to provide her with the means of 
iubsistence from the month of April till August, 
by borrowing money of his fellow-servants, and 
other persons with whom he was acquainted. The 
woman, at length, becoming exceedingly impor- 
tunate, and his resources being wholly exhausted^ 
he was driven nearly to a state of distraction^ and' 
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in tbat dispoMtion of mind formed the fatal resolu- 
tion of robbing his mistress. Mrs. Hume slept on 
the /irst floor, in an apartment behind the dining* 
room, and being unapprehensive of danger, her 
bed-chamber door was seldom locked i of this cir- 
cumstance Ross was well acquainted, as well as that 
she usually put the keys of her bureau, and the 
other places where her valuable effects were depo* 
sited, under her pillow. He determined to carry 
his execrable design into execution on a Sunday 
/light ; and waiting in his bed-room, without un- 
dressing himself, till he adjudged the family to ba 
asleep^ he descended, and leavin^g his shoes in the. 
passage, proceeded to his lady's bed-chamber. 
Endeavouring to get possession of the keys, the 
lady was disturbed, and being dreadfully alarmed^ 
called for assistance ; but the .re^t of the family 
lying at a distant part of the house, her screams 
were not heard. Ross immediately se*iz^d a clasp 
knife that lay on the table, and cut his mii»tress*4 
throat in a most dreadful manner. This horrid act 
was no soon*er perpetrated, than, without waiting 
to put on his shoes, or to secure cither money or 
other effects, he leaped out of the window, and 
after travelling several miles, concealed himself in a 
field of corn. In the morning the gardener dis- 
covered a livery hat, which the murderer had drop- « 
ped in descending from the window j and suspect- 
ing that something extraordinary had happened^ 
he alarmed his fellow servants. The distHrbance 
in the house brought the two daughters of Mrs. 
Hume down stairs i but no words can express the 
consternation and horror of the young ladies, upon 
^holding tbeir indulgent parent weltering in her 
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Blood, ktid tht htsU itisf rument of death lyiiig on 
the floor. Ross being absent,' and his shoes and 
hat being found, it was concluded that he must 
have committed the barbarous deed } the bntler 
therefore mounted a horse, and alarmed the cocin« 
fryi ]est the murderer should e&c^pe. The butler was 
soon joined by a gfeat number of horsemen, and on 
the conclusion of the day, when both men and 
horses were nearly exhausted through excessive 
ifatigue, Ross was discovered in a ii^ld of standing 
corn. His hands been tied behind him, he was 
iikcn to an adjacent public-house, and on the 
following morninc: was conducted before a magis- 
trate of Edinburgn, who committed him to prison. 
On the trial of this offender, he had the effrontery 
to declare that bis mistress usually admitted him to 
her bed, and that It was his constant practice to 
leave his sh«esat the dining-room door. He said, 
that upon entering the chamber he perceived the 
lady murdered, and leaped through the window in 
order to discover who had perpetrated the barbarous 
deed i adding, that having lost bis hat, he did nut 
chuse to return till evening, and therefore concealed 
himi>elf among the corn. He was severely repri- 
manded by the court for aggravating his guilt by 
aspersing the character of a woman of remarkable 
virtue and blety, whom he bad cruelly deprived of 
life. The laws of Scotland bears an affinity to 
^at of the Romans. It invests the judges with 
^ower to punish the criminals In such a manner as 
they may deem to be proportioned to their offen- 
ces. This privilege was exercised In the case of 
^osS| whose crime having been attended with 
many aggravating ^itcmnst9nc$S|hp was ientenced 

to 
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to have his right had chopped • ofF, then to be 
haoged till dead, .the body to be hung in chains, 
and the right hand to be affixed at the top of the 
gibbet, with the knife made use of in the commist 
sion of the murder. Upon receivings sentence of 
death, he began seriously to reflect on his miserable 
situation, and the next' day requested the atteudt 
ance of Mr. James Craig, one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, to whom he confessed his guih ; de» 
daring that there was no foundation for bis reflecr 
<tions against the chastity of the deceased.. Six 
weeks elapsed between the time of his trial and 
that of his execution, during which he was visited 
once every day by Mr.' Craig. He shewed every 
sign of the most sincere penitence ; and refused to 
accompany two prisoners who broke out of gaol, 
saying that he had no desire to recover his liberty^ 
but on the contrary would, cheerfully submit to 
the utmost severity of punishment, that he mighl 
make some atonement for his^ wickedness. On the 
day appointed for the putting the^sentehce of the 
Jaw in force, he walked to the place of execution, 
holciing Mr. Craig by the arm. Having addressed 
a pathetic speech to the populace, and prayed 
some time with great fervency of devotion, the 
rope was put round his neck, andvthe other end of 
it being thrown over the gallows, it was taken hold 
of by four chimney-sweepers (for the chimney 
sweepers of Edinburgh are obliged to assist the 
executioner whenever they axe required). Tlic 
criminal now laid his right hand upon a block, and' 
it was struck off by the executioner at two blows; 
Immediately after which the chimney-sweepeis by 
pulling the_ r6pe raised him from the ground i when ' 
be felt the rope drawing tight^ by a couvulsire 

motion 
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inotlob fie itnick the bloody wrist against hSs 
cheek, which g;avehiman appearance too ghastly 
to admit of description. The body was put into 
chitns, and hung upon a gibbet, the hand being 

£ laced over the head with the knife stuck through 
. This execution took place- at Edinburgh on 
the Sth of January, 175X. 

SEMPLB, MAJOR, alias JAMEiS GEORGE 
LISLB> (VELON*) apparently a gentleman, but a 
notorious thief and swmdier, who, February i8» 
t7|^5> was indicted at the Old Baileyv before Mr. 
^stiCe Buller, Mr. Justice Asnurst, Baron 
Thompson, the Recorder, &;c. for stealing in the 
Sihop of Mr. Wattleworch, in Wigmore street, one 
yard of inaslin> two yards of calico, and one linen 
ihirt. ' ' Todd, servant to Mr. Wattif 

«vorth, gave in evidence, that the prisoner came 
Sihto their shop about noon on the loth of Novem* 
ber, and shewing two patterns, one of muslin and 
the other of calico, said he wanted them matched 
for Mrs. Coningham, of Egham-greeh ; they had 
not exactly the same pattern as the muslin ; but he 
'chose one, and a yard being cut off, and two yards 
*of calico, he said, he would give them to the lady^s 
sfervant, vvho was at the door, and cdliing in a man 
gave them to him. He then asked if Kir. Wattle- 
worth was at home, saying, he wanted sOme shirts; 
as he was shewing him, some Mr. Wattleworth 
came in, on which the witness left thetti togethcV, 
but afterwards came and took his name js Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Lisle, which he entered in a book, 
and reading that as well as Mrs. Coningham's, at 
Egham green, to whom the muslin and calico was 
set down,\he prisoner replied, it was Very right 
Mr. Wattleworth confirmed Todd*^ testhnony, as 

to 



to his coming id V9\ii\t be was serving the p^risonti^ 
and then said, that the Major stated himself to have 
just arrived from the Continent, and that he should 
want a quantity of shirts, and wished to taipe one 
with him to consult hb sixter^ who, h$ thought* 
would be a better judge of the linen than he was; 
that he would bring it back in the morning» ^n^ 
then give his order. This sister he called Cqning-> 
ham, and as the witness had a customer of tha^ 
name, he made no hesitation> but gave him th^ 
shirt under those conditions. This happened ifi 
Kovember ; but he never saw the prisoner agai|i 
until January^ when he was in custody in Bpw* 
street. In his cross-examination he admitted, tha( 
he had credited a Mrs. Coningham for the muslipi 
and calicos but that he had afterwards made every 
cnquir}' at Eghamy without being able to find tha^ 
any such person lived there. He also admitted, 
that after the Major was in custody, some persoa 
came and asked him if the articles were paid fo^ 
or returned, whether he would forbear appearing 
against the prisoner $• but he would not say by 
wnose authority that person came. Such being thf 
case, the counsel for the prisoner contended, tha( 
they had not made out the charge of the felony^ 
the evidence, if true, amounting only to that of obf 
taining goods under false pretences j for they had 
even admitted they gave credit to Mrs. Coning, 
ham for the muslin and calico ; and as foL tht 
shirt, it appeared he had been trusted with thatf 
and it remained for the Jury to be convinced hf 
had an intention of not returning it at the time h^ 
was so trusted, before they could convict him. Mr. 
Justice Buller^ who tried the cause, admitted th« 
counsel, was perfectly right as to the calico and 

grosllny 
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sntisliii, for it bad been repeatedly so decided ifl 
▼ariotis cases by the whole of the Judgtrs ; but he 
did not agree with him in respect to the shirt, and, 
therefore, should leare it to the jury. The Major 
<t>eing called upon for his defence, begged pcrmis- 
aton to read a few words he had put to paper, fear- 
ful his embarras^d situation might otherwise pre- 
vent him from saying what he wished. This paper 
stated, that he did not mean to deny he had unfor- 
tunately been in that place before j but some of tfat 
pubKc prints had io misrepresented facts, that be 
liad reason to fear the minds of the public might be 
so far prejudiced against him as to suppose he had 
. spent his whole life in making depredations. To 
prove th^ it was not true, he begged to shew hov^ 
bis latter time had been passed. On going abroad, 
be found the French engaged in a war, fighting, 
as he thought, for freedom ; he entered their ser- 
vice, and was soon honoured with rank in their 
army. This, however, at much hazard, he quitted, 
on their declarmg war against this country, and 
went over to the Austrian^, with whom he for some 
time served as a volunteer. The commander notic- 
ing his exertions, gave him a comnmston of no 
small' rank, in which he continued untri he was re- 
cognised by some British officers, and it was in- 
stantly circulated through thk army, that he was 
the convicted Semple, (he having taken upon him- 
self the name of Lisle.) On this he was obliged to 
quit that service ; but still willing and desirous to 
serve, he went towards the Rhine, and obtained a 
commission und$r the Hereditary Prince. He had 
not, however, been long here, when a British officer 
sent to the commandant, that he had been condemn- 
ed to transportation, but without^tatmg the time 
6 had 
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Bad ctplreJ* 'fhtis sirapectcd of b^frtg a run-away 
felon, he was taken into custody by the police, and 
confined in a. prison for iT»ore than five weeks, with- 
out even the permlssidh of pen and ink. The.faCt 
befng cleared tip, he was set al Hhefty, but not 
witliout losing his situation; he aga:in, hov(revet, 
went into the field, and was twice wctindcd. This 
lAduced htm fo return home, Jtnd he serit a letter to 
Mr. Dundas, a ccpy of yhich he des,ired ni?ght be 
read J but the Court ihinitfrtg it irrelevant, it was 
wot admitted. He then Concluded, that he had been 
thus persecuted, because he was Majot Scinple, and 
which had also brought him to that bar on that 
day upon . a charge 6f which he ti^as totally inno- 
cent Mr. Justice Sulier recapitulated the evi- 
dence, and ttren explained tlrt pc^ftt of hw, ivhich, 
he said, was certainly in the prisoner's favour, as 
far as related to the muslin and calico ; but it was 
not so with the shitt, for he not^lavift? bargained 
for that, nor any prtCe being fixed on by the pro- 
secutor^ he Could not be said to have given him 
credit for it, therefore, if they #ere convinced he 
took it away, intending not to return it, that as, 
Mr. Justice Goo-ld had formerly CJcplaincd, would 
be an intent to steal it, and in that Case they must 
find him Griilfy. The Joty, affcY Atar hal/ an 
hour's consideration, brought in a Verdict, "Guilty 
of taking the shirt under false pretences.." This» 
the Judge eicplained, was no verdict; on which, in 
' a few minutes, they pronounced hittt •« Guilty of 
stealing the shht.— Not Guilty upon the charge of 
fhe muslin and calico.'* Being put to the bar of 
the Old Bailey, on the 2xst, he received vcntcnce of 
transportation fo such parts beyond the atia^ as his 
Majesty I wiith the advkeof his PiiVy Council abdll 
S' t tbttfk 
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think fit. Tbe Major was dwmed m his unlfoiin. 
After the sentence be bowed very respectfully, but 
did not speak, and appeared to be perfectly recon- 
ciled to his fate. Previous so this he had courted a 
oung lady of Richmondp in Yorkshire» to whom 
lewas to have been married » but a gentleman, 
fr«ni London, knowing the Major*s person, waited 
cm the parents of the lady, and explaining his cha* 
racteri prevented any further intimacy between the 
parties. On this occasion the Major produced the 
following lines, which we annex as a specimen of 
his poetic abilities: 

Forever, O! merciless fair, 
Will that cruel indiff >ence endure. 

Can those eyes look me into despair. 
And that heart be unwilling to cure ? 

How oft what I felt, to disguise 
Has my reason imperiously strove. 

Till my soul ahnost fell from my cyes^ 
In the tears of the tcnd*rest bve. 

Then Delia determine my fate, 
Nor let me to madness be drove,* 

But 1 do not tell me you hate. 
If you even resolve not to love. 

SEYMOUR, BRIAN, (murderer,) was a 
native of Waterford in Ireland, whose father was a 
corporal in a marching regiment that was quartered 

there }^ 

• The grammarian will say it should be drvvfni 
but our best English poets have sometimes substitu- 
ted the preUffect tiuse {Qt the farticifk. Editor. 
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there s but liaving obtained a pension in England,' 
he came to London, and left the boy to be taken 
care of bjr some friends in Ireland. Young Scy- 
inour having followed the business of husbandry 
till the eighteenth year of hid age, came to England' 
to see his father ) but on his way to London he 
enlisted in the sixth regiment of foot> and soon af- 
terwards embarking for Flanders, had a share in 
the memorable battle of Fontenoy. The rebellion 
in 174.5 occasioned his being sent to £ngland>wben 
he served under General Wade» who then com* 
manded in Yorkshire $ marching from thence to 
Newcastle, he had a quarrel with a soldier, respect* 
. ing a woman of ill fame i and a duel ensuing, his 
antagonist was killed; but the troublesome titua-. 
of affairs induced the general to grant Seymour a 
free pardon, without a minute scrutiny into his 
conduct. Proceeding to Scotland, he was present 
at the battle of CuUoden, where he behaved with 
singular courage) but the- reginient in which be 
aerred having been greatly injured, was ordered 
into winter quarters at E'dinburgh. At this tim« 
it was customary for some of the ministers of the 
church of Scotland who were out of employment, 
to marry people at ale-houses, in the ^ame n»anner 
that the Fleet marriages were conducted in London. 
Sometimes people of fortune thought it pindent to 
apply to these reverend marriage-brokers } but as • 
their chief business lav among the lower ranks of 
people, they were deridingiy called by the name of 
H^J^U the Biggars* These marriages were gener- 
ally solemnized at public-bouses in the Cannon- 
gate \ and Seymour happening to be present when 
a couple came to be married, and no priest present, 
he whiq>ered the landhidy, that if she would pro« 
a 1 a cure 
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ciir« bim a suit of black, l)« w«uld officiate ys the 
parson- Th« woman^ unwilling to lo^e a customer, 
procured thf clqilKSy aiiU Seymovr boiog dressed in 
them» want into the room wera tbe young couple 
waited, aseuming the grara .deportment of a real 
clergyman. Tbe lady» wbo was to be married, 
hinting that she did not think he was a minister, 
he solemnly averred that hi was, and the marriage 
took place accordingly.. Before ten o'clock at 
night Seymour war obliged to return to the bar- 
racks in ihe castle i but by this time he waa so 
much intoxieatfd^ thuthe wv> prepared to affront 
e«ery one be met. When be came to the Lawn- 
markets he ran against a g^nitlemapYservant named 
Johnson, who being irritated* struck Seymour a 
Idoir on tbe face : on which the latter drew his 
award, and stabbed Johnson » $o thac he instantly 
died ^ the miwdetfcf the« put *p his swoid, and 
proceeded towards the castle: but a shoe-maker, 
named Young» kawing obeenred what had passed, 
fallowed Seymour to the gate of thr castle;, when, 
the dock striking ten «t that msfiant, the draw- 
iM-idge was pulled ujy, so that Young covld not be 
admitted for that night« On the following aaom- 
in^p Young went to the Latd Justice Clerk, and 
inhumung him of what he knew of the transaction, 
offered his assistance In discovering the murderer i 
on which his lordship ordered an officer to attend 
him, and directed the governor to let him have a 
sight of ail the soldiers. At tea o'clock the asen 
weie drawn up on the parade, and Young walking 
round the lines, 6xed on Seymour as jtht man who 
had committed the murders whenupen he was 
delivered up, to abide tbe determination of the laws. 
On the fccial, .Young swgoe positively ta thp iden- 
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tityof his penon ; which, added to other ctrcum* 
stantial evidence capitally convicted hiiOf and be 
j-eceived sentence of death. He suffered at Edia- 
burghy March «» I749« He walked to the place 
of execution, dressed in a shroud and readmg a 
book, attended by two clergymen. His body wi^ 
burled in the church-yard belonging to the castle, 

SHEPPARD, JOHN, (house-breaker) w«8 
born in Spitalfields in the year 1702. Hisfather* 
who was a carpenter, bore the character of an 
honest man; yet he had another son, named Tho- 
mas, who, as well as Jack turned out a thief. Old 
Shepfard dying while the boys were very youngs 
they were left to the care of the mother, who 
placed Jack at a school in Bishopsgate-street, where 
he remained two years, and was then put appren* 
tfce to a cane-chairmaker in Houndsditcji. His 
master dying when he had been only a short time 
with him, he was placed with another person of 
the same trade: but here be was so illtreated that 
he remained only a short time, when he was taken 
under the protection of Mr. Kneebone, a woollen- 
draper in the strand, who had some knowledge of 
his father. At length Mr. Kneebone put him ap-r 
prentice to a carpenter in Wych-i^treet. He 
behaved with decency in this place for about fouc 
years, when frequenting the Black Lion alehotise in 
Pruiy-Lane, be became acquainted with soi;ne 
loose women, among whom was Elizabeth Lyon^ 
otherwise called Edgworth Bess, from the town of 
Edgworth, where she was bom. While he con- 
tinued to work as a carpenter be often committed 
robberies in the houses were he was employed, 
stealing tankards, spoons, and other articles, which 
he carried to Edgworth Bess ; but not being sus- 
113 pcctcd 
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^cted of having committed these rohberits, he at 
X length fetolved ro commence house-breaker. Ex^ 
elusive of Edgworth Bess he was acquainted with a 
woman named Mag^r, who persuaded him to rob 
the house of Mr. Bains, a piece-broker nt White 
Horse- Yard) and Jack having brought away- a 
piece of fusrlan from thence, which he deposi- 
ted in' his trunk, went afterwards at midnight, and 
taking the bars out of the cellar- window, entered, 
and stole goods and money to the amount of 
twenty^two pounds which he carried to Maggot. 
As Sheppard did not go home that night, nor the 
following day, his master suspected that he had 
made bad connections, and searching his trunk, 
fbund the piece of fustian that had been stolen ; 
but Sheppard, hearing of this, broke open his 
master^ house in the ni^ht, and carried off the 
fustian, lest it should be brought in evidence against 
|iim. Sheppard*s master sending intelligence to 
Mr. Bains of what had happened, the latter looked 
over-his goods, and mi&sing such a piece of fustian 
as had been decribed to him, suspected that Shep- 
pard must have been the robber, and determined 
to have him taken into custody j but Jack, hearing 
of the affair, went to him, and threatened a prose- 
cution for scandal alleding that he' bad received 
the piece of fustian from his mother, who bought 
it for him in Spitalfields, The mother, with a 
view to screen her son, declared that what he had 
9>serted was true, though she could not point out 
the place where she had made the purchase. 
Though this story was not credited, Mr. Baiys did 
not take any farther steps in the affair. Sheppard's 
master seemed willing to think well of him, and he 
iOntinucdsom^ time longer in tha family; but after 
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associating himself with the worst company, and 
frequently staying out the whole night, his master 
and he quarrelled, and tho headstrong' youth totally 
absconded in the last year of his apprenticeship, 
and became connected with a set of Jonathan 
Wild's gang. Jack now worked as a journeyman 
carpenter, with a view to the easier commission 
of robbery; and being employed to assist in 
repairing the house of a gentleman in May-Pair, 
he took an opportunity of carrying off a sum of 
moneys, a quantity of plate, some gold rings, and 
four suits of clothes. Not long after this Edg- 
'Worth Bess was apprehended, and lodged in the 
Round-house of the parish of v^t. Giles's,* where 
Sheppard went to visit her, and the beadh; refusing 
to admit him, be knocked him down, broke open 
the door, and carried her off in triumph j an expk)it 
which acquired him a high degiee of credit wiih 
the girls of. the town. In the month of August, 
1723, Thomas Sheppard, the brother of Jack, was 
indicted at the Old Bailey, for two petty offences, 
and being convicted, was burnt in the hand. Soon 
after liis discharge, he prevailed on Jack to lend 
him forty shillings, and taking hfni as a partner in 
his robberies. The first fact they committed in 
cdncert was the robbing a public-house in Soutb- 
wark, whence they carried off some money, and 
wearing apparel : but Jack permitted his brother 
to reap the whole advantage of this booty. Not 
long after this, the brothers, in conjunction with 
Bdgworth Bess, broke open the shop of Mrs. 
Cook, a linen-draper in Clare-street, and carried 
off goods to the value of fifty-five pounds; and in 
less than a fortnight afterwards stole some articles 
from the house of Mr. Phillips in Drury-lane. 
Tom Sheppard going t9 s^U wn? of the good* 
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itolcn at Mrt. Cooke's, was apprehended, and com- 
mitred to Newgate, when, in the hope of being 
admitted an evnience he impeached his brother and 
Edgwpith Bess, but they were sought for in vain« 
At length James Sikes, otherwise called Hell and 
Fury, one of Sheppard's oompanidns, meeting with 
him in St. Giies^, enticed him in^o a public-honse, 
in the hope of receiving a reward for apprehending 
him i and while they were drinking, Sikes sent for 
pi constable, who took Jack into ctistody, , and 
carried him before a magistrate, who, after a short 
examination, sent him to St. Gile6*s Round-houses 
but he broke through the roof of that place, and 
made. his escape in the night. Within a short time 
after this, as Sheppard and an associate, named 
Benson, were crossing Leicester* fields, the latter 
endeavoured to pick a gentleman's pocket of hit 
i^atch, but failing in the attempt, ^tier^entleman 
called out, << A pick-pocket,** on which Sheppard 
was taken^ and lodged in St, Ann's Round-house, 
where he was visited by Edgworth Bess, who was 
detained on suspicion of being one of his accom- 
plices. On the following day they were carried 
before a magistrate, and some persons appearing 
who charged them with felonies, they weVe commit- 
ted to New-Prisooi as they passed for husband 
and wife, they were permitted to lodge together in 
a room knpwn by the name of Newgate -Ward. 
Sheppard being visited by several of his acquain- 
tance, some or them furnished him wjth implements 
to mike his escape, and early in the momine, a 
few days after bis commitment, he filed off his 
fetters, and having made a hole in the wall, betook 
an iron bar and a wooden one out of the window | 
but as the height from which he was to desc^qd 
win twenty-five feet| he tied 9 bl^ket and sheet 

together 
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togothf fi aii4 making one of tbem fast ta a bar ia 
the wiadowy Edgworth Bess fir&t descended^ and 
Jack followed her. Having reached the yard, they 
had still a wall of twenty*two feet high to scale s 
bat climbing up by the locks and bolts of the great 
gate, they got quite out of the prison, and effected 
a peifect escape. Sheppard*s fame was greatly 
celebrated among the lower orders of people by 
this exploit ; and all the thieves of St. Gileses court- 
ed his company. Sheppard did not hesitate to 
make this new connections and having formed 
an acquaintance with Aiithony Lamb» an appren* 
ticc^to a mathematical instruoKnt^maker near St. 
Clement *5 churchf it was agreed to rob a gentleman 
who lodged with Lamb^s master, and at two o^clock 
in the morning Lamb let in the other villains, who 
stele money and effects to a large amount* . They 
left the door open and Lamb went to bed, to pre- 
vent suspicion: but notwithstanding this, his master 
suspected him, and having him taken into custody, 
he confessed the whole affair before a magistrate, 
whereupon be was tried^ convicted, and received 
sentence of transportation. On the same day 
Thomas Sheppard» the brother of jack, was indicted 
for breaking open the dwelling-house of Mary 
Cdok, and stealing her goods, and being convicted, 
was sentenced to transportation. Jack Sheppard 
not being in cqstody, he and Blueskin committed 
a number of daring robberies, and sometimes dis- 
posed of the atolen ffoods to William Field. Jade 
used to say that Field wanted courage to comnmt a 
robbery, though he was as great a villain as ever 
crusted. Sheppard and Blueskin hired a stable near 
the Horse-Ferry, Westminster, in which they de- 
posited their stolen goods, till they could dispose of 
them to the b^ advantage, and in this place they 

put 
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put the -woollen cloth which wat stolen from Mr. 
iCneebone. They then applied to Field to look at 
the<«e goods, and procure a customer fbr them, 
which he promised to do ; nor was he worse than 
his word ; for in the night he broke ooen their 
warehouse, stole the ilUgotten property* and then 
gave information against them to Jonathan Wild, 
in consequence of which they were apprehended. 
And at the session at the Old Bailey, in August 
1734, Sheppard was indicted for several offences ; 
among the rest, for breaking and entering the 
house of William Kneebbne, and stealing xoS 
yards of woollen cloth, and other articles, and 
being capitally convicted, received sentence of death. 
On Monday the 30th of August, it^^i a warrant 
was sent to Newgate for his execution. Here it 
must be observed, that in the old gaol of Newgate 
there was, within the lodge, a hatch, with large 
iron spikes, which hatch opened into a dark passage, 
whence there were a few stepts into the condemned 
hold. The prisoners being permitted to come down 
to the h%tch to ^peak' with tneir friends, Sheppard, 
having being supplied with instruments, took an 
opportunity of cutting one of the spikes in such a 
manner that it might be easily broken off. On 
the evening of the above-mentioned day, two wo- 
men of Sbeppard*s accjuaintance going to visit him, 
he broke off the spike, and thrusting his head and 
shoulders through the space, the women pulled him 
down, and he effected bis escape, notwithstanding 
some of the keepers were at that time drinking at 
the other end of tlie lodge ; but, having intelligence 
of his retreat, took Sheppard again into custody, 
and conveyed him to his old lodgings. Such steps 
were now taken as it was thought would be eflect- 
ual to preyent bis future escape j notwithstanding 
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Sheppard was contmuaUy tmploying Kis thoughts 
on the means of anothtr c:icape. On the i4th of 
October the sessions began at the Old Bai]ey» and 
the keepers being much engaged in attending the 
court, he thought they would have little time to 
visit him i and therefore the present juncture ht 
deemed the most favourable to carry any plan into 
execution. The keeper had not left him more than 
an hour when he began his operations. He first 
took off his hand-cuns» and then opened the pad- 
lock that fastened the chain to the staple. He 
next, by mere strength, twisted asunder a small link 
of the chain between his legs, and then drawing 
up his fetters as high as he could, he made them 
fast with his garters. He then attempted to get 
up the chimney $ but had not advanced far before 
he was stopped by an iron -bar that, went across it $ 
on which he descended, and with a piece of his 
broken chain picked out the mortar, and. moving a 
small stone or two, about »ix feet from the floor, 
he got out the iron bar, which was three feet long 
and an inch square and proved very serviceable to 
him in his future proceedings. He in a short time 
made such a breach as to enable him to get into 
the Red-room over the. castles and here he found 
a large nail, which he made use of in his farther 
operations. It was seven years since the door of 
this Ked-room had been opened: but Sheppard 
wrenched off the lock in jess than seven miniites» 
and got into the passage leading to the chapeL In 
this place he found a door which was bolted on the 
opposite side: but making a hole through the waU^ 
he pushed the bolt back,, and opened the door. 
Arriving at the door of the chapel, he broke off 
one of the iron spikes, which keeping for his far- 
ther uscj he^t into an entry between thcchapel 
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and ^the lower fesds. The door of tliU eikf ry was 
remarkably strong, and fastened with a large lock; 
and night now coming on, Sheppard was obliged 
to work in the dark. Notwithstanding this dtsad' 
vantage, he, in half an hour, forced open the hot 
of the lock, and opened the door i but this led bim 
to another room still more difficult, for it was 
barred and bolted as well as locked : however, he 
wrenched the fillet from the main post of the door, 
aod the box and staples came off with it. It was 
BOW eight o^clock, and ^e^pard found no farther 
obstruction to his proceedings 3 for he had only 
one other door to open, which being bolted on the 
inside, he accomplished withoot dimcoity, and got 
over a w|Ul to the upp^n* leads. His next con^idera* 
tion, was bow he should descend with the greatest 
safety ; accordingly he fbtind that the most con- 
venient place for him to alight on would be Ae 
Tume r*s house adjoining to Newgate.: but as it 
would hiwe beeA) very dangerous to have jtinnped 
to such a depeh, he went back for the blanket wi^ 
which be used to cover himself when he slept in the 
castle; and endeavoured to fasten his stocking, to 
the blanket, to ease his descent; but not being 
able to do so, he was competled to nse the blanket 
abne : wherefore he made it fast to the wall of 
Newgate with the spike that he to6k out of the 
chapel ; and sliding down; dropped on the Tamer*s 
leads just as the dock was ^riking nine. It 
happened that the door of the garret next the 
tumer^s leads was open, on which he stole softly 
4own two pair of stairs, and heard some company 
talking in a room. His irons clinking, a wointn 
cried, ** What noise is that V* and a man 
answered, «' Perhaps the dog or cat." Sheppard, 
who waa exceedingly fatiguedi returned to the 

garret, 
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garret, and hid down for -more than two hours: 
after which be crept down as far as the room where 
the company were, when he heard a gentleman 
taking his leave of the Tamily, and »aw the maid 
light him down stairs. As soon as the maid return- 
ed lie retolved to venture at all hazards ; hut in 
stealing down'the stairs, he stumbled against a chanv 
1»cr<door $ but instantly re?:ove(ing himself, he got 
into the street. By this time it was after twelve 
o^dock, and passing by the watch-house of St. Sepul* 
ehrcf he bid the watchman good -morrow, and going 
tip Holbomj he turned down Gray^s- Inn- Lane, and 
about two in' the morning got into the fields near 
Tottenham- Court, where he took shelter in a place 
that had been a cow-house, and slept soundly about 
three hours. 'His fetters beinjg still on, his legs 
were greatly bruised and swelkd, and he dreaded 
the approach of day- light, lest he should be dis-' 
covered. He had now above forty shitiings in his' 
possession, but was afraid to send to any person for 
assistance. At seven in the morning it began to 
rain hard, and continued^ to do so all day, so that 
no person appeared in the fields : and during this 
melancholy day be would, to use bis his own ex- 
pfAission, ** have given his right-hand for a ham- 
mer, a chissel, and a punch.** Night coming on, 
and bring pressed' by Ininger, be ventured to a 
little chand)cr*8 shop in Tottenbafn-court-road, 
where be got a- supply of bread, che«e and smaH 
beer, and some «ther necessaries, biding his irona 
with a long greatcoat. He asked the woman of 
the hoiYse for a hammer; but she had no such 
utensil; on which he reth^ed to the cow-house, 
. where he slept that night, and remained all the 
. next day. At night he vvcnt again to the chs<nd- 
a K ler's 



374. &HEFPARD. 

Iier^sshop, supplied himself with provisions, and 
returned to his hiding place. At six the next 
morning:, which was Sunday, he began to beat the 
basils of his fetters with a stone, in order to brings 
them to an oval form, to Uip his heels through. In 
the afternoon the master of the oow -house coming: 
thither, and seeing his irons, said, *' For God's 
sake who are you ?** Sheppard said he was an un- 
fortunate young fellow, who having had a bastard 
child sworn to him, and not being able to give 
security to the parish for its support, he had b«ea 
sent to Bridewell, from whence he had made his 
escape. The man said if that was all it did not 
much signify, but he did not care how soon he was 
gone, for he did not like his looks. Soon after he 
was gone Sheppard saw a journeyman shoemaker^ 
to whom he told the samestor^ of the bastard child, 
and offered him twenty shiihngs if be would pro* 
cure him a smith''s hammer and a punch. The 
pour man, tempted by the reward, procured them 
accordingly, and assisted him in getting rid of his 
irons, which work was compleated by £ve o'clock 
in the evening. On the next day he nired a garret 
in Newport -market, and soon afterwards, dressing 
himself like a porter, he went to BJackfriars, & 
the house of Mr. Applcbee, printer of the dying 
speeches, and delivered a letter, in wliich he redi- 
culed the printer, and the Ordinary of Newgate^ 
and enclosed a letter for one of the keepers of New- 
gate. Some nights after this he broke open, the 
fchop of Mr. Rawlins, a pawn -broker, in Drury- 
lane, where he stole a sword, a suit of wearing 
apparel, some snuff-boxes, rings, watches, an4 
other effects to a considerable amount. Determin* 
ing to make the appearance of a gentleman among 

his 



kis oki acquaintance in Drury-lane and Clare- 
market, he dressed himself in a suit of black and a 
tye-wig, wore a ruffled shirt, a silver-hiltcd sword, 
a diamond ring, and a gold watch ; though he 
knew that diligent search was making after him at 
that very time. He was apprehended in conse- 
quence of the information of an ale-house boy who 
knew him. When taken into custody he was quite 

/senseless, from the quantity and variety of liquors 
he had drank, and was conveyed to Newgate in a 
couch, without being capable of making the least 
jpcsistance, though he had two pistols then in his 

, possession. Havmg been already convicted, he was 
carried to the bar of the court of King*s-Bench on 
the loth of November, and the record of his con* 
viction being read, and an affidavit bemg made 
that he was the same John Slteppard mentioned in 
the record, sentence of death was passed on him by 
Mr. Justice Powis, and a rule of court was made 
for his execution on the Monday following. Even 
when the day of execution arrived, he did not 
appear to have given ever all expectations of elod- 
ing justice ; for having been furnished with a pen. 
knii^, he put it in his pocket, with a view, when 
the melancholy procession came opposite Little 
Turnstilci to have cut the cord that bound his arms, 
and throwing hunself out of the cart, amon^ tbc 
crowd, to have run through the narrow pas&age, 
where tbe sheriffs officers could not follow on horse- 
back. But before he left die press-yard, one 
Watson, an officer, searching his pockets, found 
the knife and was cut with it, so as to occasion a 
great effusion of blood. He behaved with f reat 
decency at the place of execution, and conlesaed 
the having committed two robberies, for which he 
Mi beeo tried and acquitted. He suffered at 
a K a Tyburn 
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Tyburn 6« the 1 6th of Nov. 1724.) m tbe 23d year 
of his age. He died with dxfficalty» and was much 
pitied by the surrounding multitude. When he was 
cut down his body was delivered to hit frieadsy who 
carried him to a poUic- bouse in Long- Acre, whence 
It was removed in the evening, and buried in the 
church-yard of St- Martin m the Fields. This 
extraordinary man who was Undoubtedly possessed 
of wonderful abilities and ingenuity, though shame- 
fully misapplied, acquired no small degree of popu- 
larity in his time. His name employed the pens of 
a variety of pamphleteers, poets, and even dramatists. 
He was the hero of the stage in the year of his 
execution. John Thurmond having produced at 
the Theatre Royal, Drury-Lane, a pantomimicat 
piece, called *^ Harlequin Sheppard, or a night 
scene in Grotesque Characters.** He likewise 
employed the |iencils of artists > particularly of Sir 
James Thomhiil, whose meazotinto likeness of Jacl; 
Sheppard gave rise to the following lines :•-• 

<< ThorohiU, 'tis thine to gild with fame 
Th** obscure, and raise the humble name; 
To make the form elnde the grave. 
And Sheppard from oblivion s3ive« 

Tho' life in vain the wretch imploreSy 
An exile on the farthest shores. 
Thy pencil brings ^ kind reprieve. 
And bids the dying robber live* 

This piece to latest time shall stand. 
And shew the wonders of thy hand. 
Thus former masters graced their name, 
And gave egregious robbers fame. 

Apdlev, 
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Apelles, Alexander drew, 

Caesar is to Aurelius due, 

Cromwell in Lely*s works dotb shine. 

And Sheppard, Thomhill> lives in thine.** 

WALL, JOSEPH, (mvrderer) wasdescended 
from a good family in Ireland, and entered into the 
army at an early age. Of a Mvere and rather un« 
accommodating ttmper, he w?s not much Hke4 
among the officers. The late Captain Armstrong 
was his private agent, as well as agent to the Afri* 
can corps of which Mr. Wall was commandant. 
Mr. Wall was only Lieutenant Governor of Sene^ 
Gambia, but acted as chief, the fir^it ap^>oiRtment 
being vacant, It was an office he held but a short 
time^not more than two years. During which he 
was accused with the wilful murder of Benjamin 
Avmstrong, bv ordering him to receive 806 lashes, 
on the lotb o/july, 178a, of which he died in fiv9 
days afterwards. His emoluments were very con^r 
siderable, as, besides his military appointments, he 
was Superintcndant of Trade to the Colony. Hi* 
family were originally Roman Catholics, but of 
course he conformed to the Protestant Church, or 
he could not have held his commission. As soon 
as the account of the murder reached the Board of 
Admiralty a reward was offered for his apprehen- 
sion, but having evaded justice in 1784, he lived 
en the Continent, sometimes in France, and some- 
times in Italy, but mostly in France, under an 
assumed name, where he lived respectable, and was 
admitted into good company. He particularly kept 
company with the officers of his own country, who 
served in the French army, and was well known at 
the Scotch and Irish Colleges in Pajris. In i797» 
he returned to this cbyntry, as if by a kind of fa- 
a K 3 ' t^lity. 
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tallty, without any apparent reason ; and applied 
through the medium oi a friend^ to obtain a «afe 
retreat, wbtch was procured him at a house in 
X«ambeth Cut» where he remained several months, 
seldom going out, and that either very late or early. 
He was frequently advised by the fikBd who had 
procured him the lodging, to leave the country 
•gain and questioned as to the motive for rbmait^ 
ing J he never attempted, however, to give 6ny, 
but appeared, even at the time when he was so 
studiously concealing himself, to have a distant 
intention of making a surrender, in order to take 
his trial. It is very evident his mind was not at 
ease, and thaf he was incapable of taking any iirm 
resolution dther one way or another. And < even 
the manner in which he did give himseif up, shewed 
a singular want of determination, leaving it to 
chance whether the minister should send for him or 
not ; for rather than go to deliver himself up, he 
wrote to say, *• he was ready to do so" — a less 
beconning, bat not a less dangerous mode o£ en- 
countering danger. He was allied by marriage to 
a noblie family, and his wife*visited him frequently 
when in his concealment at Lambeth ; and since" 
that time he lived in Upper Thprnhaugh-strect, 
Bedford square, when apprehended. It is mo?t 
probable, that had he not written to the Secretary 
of State, the matter had been so . long forgotten, 
that he would never have been any way molested. 
His triai came on at the Old Bailey, Jan. 29, 
1 86% about iaventy years 9/fttr the connnis^on of 
the crime. At the commencement of the trial, the 
prisoner said, he was very hard of hearing, and 
therefore requested that ke tA^t be allowed to sit 
by his CQunsel, Thi; Chief Baron of the Bxche- 
5 \ <J««'» 
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i{uery Chief Jufttce in the commiMion, with whom 
appeared Mr. Justice Rooke, and Mr. Justice 
Lamvenct, said to the pisoner, '* that is perfectly 
impossibles there is a regular place appointed by 
the law for persons in your situation ; we can make 
no distinction of the sort you desire ; that \<^ould 
be invidious." It was proved by the witnesses that 
Armstrong was far from being undutiful in his 
behaviour, be was, however, tied to the gun-car- 
riage ; black men^ brought there for the purpose, 
not the drummetfy who in the ordinary course of 
things would have had to flog this man» supposing 
him to have deserved flogging; but black men were 
ordered to inflict on Anrntrong the punishment 
ordered. Each took hi& tuni, and gave this un» 
happy sulPerer 25 lashes, until he had received the 
iramber of 800$ and the instrument with which 
the punishment was inflicted, was not n cat-o'-nine- 
tails, which is the usual instrument, but a piece of 
rope of a greater thickness, and \n hich was mueh 
more severe than the cat-o'-nine -tails. The rope 
vraa exhibited in evidence. While this punishment 
was inflicting the prisoner urged the black men to 
be severe } he said, among other thiilgs, ** cut him 
t» the heart and to the liver." Afmstroitg, the 
sobjcct of this punbhment, applied to him for 
mercy^ but the observation of the defendant on 
this occaswn, was, ** that the sick season was 
ronnng on, whidi, together with the punishmentf 
si^ouid do for.him." After receiving a. great num-> 
ber of lashes, that is Soo, this poor creature was 
conducted to the hospital • He was in a situation 
in which it was probable his death might be tht 
consequence ; he declared in his dying moments^ 
bt was poaishcd witho«t -any uiai, and without 

fver 
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ever being so much as asked » whether he had any 
thin^t to say in his defence. The prisoner in his 
defence urged, that the deceased was guilty of 
mutiny— that the punishment was not so severe as 
reported, but, that the deceasad wxs suffered to 
drink strong spirits when in the hospital. Several 
witnesiies were called on the part of the prisoner^ 
particuliriy Mrs. Lacy, widow of the captain who 
succeded Mr. Wall, and Mary Falkner, who not 
only agreed with him in the outrageous conduct of 
the men, and the violent language they used, but 
both positively swore that Lewis, the first witness 
against the prisoner, was not the orderly setjeant on 
that day ; John Falkner, Peter Williams, and some 
others who were present, were also examined, and 
whose testimonies went in full corroboration of the 
account given by the prisoner, and so far went to 
his justification ; but which in most material points 
was in direct contradiction to the evidence which 
k;id been given by the witnesses for the Crown.* 
The jury after being out of court some time, pro- 
nounced a verdict of " guilty." The Recorder then 
Proceeded to pass sentence of death upon him : that 
t be executed the following morning, and that his 
body he afterwards delivered to be anatomized 
according to the statute. Mr. Wall seemed sensi<- 
bly affected by the sentence, but said nothing more 
than requesting the court would allow him a little 
lime to prepare himself for death. On the axst 
of January, a respite was sent from Lord Pelham^s 
office, deferring his execution until the 25th. On 
the 14th, he was further respited till the aSth. 
Puring the time of his confinement, previous to. 
trial, he occupied the apartment which was formerly 
|he resiUcnct of ^(r. Ridgway, ths bookselkr. His 

wife 
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wife lived with bim for the last fortnjeiit ; although 
be was allowed two hours a day, tipm twelve to 
two, to walk in the yard, he did not once, embrace 
this indulgeDce; and during his whole confiaementf 
never went out of his rooip, except into the lobby to 
consult his Counsel. He lived well, and was at 
times very facetious, easy in his manners, and 
pleasant in conversation $ but during the night he 
fre<}uently sat up in his bed and sang psalms, over- 
beard by his fellow-prisoner. He had not many 
yi&itors, his- only attendant was a prisoner, who 
was appointed for that purpose by the turnkeys 
After trial he did not return to his old apartment, 
but was conducted tp a cell ^ he was so far favour? 
cd as not to have iions put on, but a person was 
employed as a guard to watch him during the night 
to prevent his doing violence to bioiseif. His bed 
was brought to him in the cell, on which he threw 
himself in an agohy of mind, saying, it was his 
intention not to raise until they called him on the 
fatal morning. The Sheriffs were particularly 
pointed and precise in their orders, with respect to 
confining him to the usual diet of bread and water 
preparatory to the awful event. This cgrder wa.s 
scrupulously fulfilled. The prisoner, during a 
part of the night, slept, owing to fatigue and 
perturbation of mind. The next morning his wife 
applied, but was refused admittance without an 
order from one of the SheriSs. She applied to Mr. 
Sheriff Cox, who attended her to the prison. From 
the time of the first respite, until i a oMoclc on Wed^ 
nesday night, he did not cease to entertain hopes of 
^i& safety. The interest made to save him was 
very great. The whole of Wednesday occupied 
the great law ofEcers$ the judges met at the 
Chiancelloc^s in th^ aiterooon. The conference 

lasted 
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lasted upwards of three hours. About a little 
after four o'clock, Thursday the 28th, the scaffold 
began to be erected by torch-light, and wascom- 
pleted soon after seven, except the black hanging, 
which is not permitted to be displayed, nor the 
prison-bell to toll, for the departure of any one 
convicted of murder. The prisoner had an effect- 
ing interview with his wife, the Hon. Mrs. Wall, 
the night before, from whom he was painfully 
separated about eleven o*clock. This disconsolate 
and affectionate lady, unremitting In her solici- 
tude, caused the colonel to write a note to Mr. 
Kirby, the gaoler, ^bout nine o'clock, fequesting 
that sbe might be permitted to remain in the cell 
until eleven ; thus cordially manifesting her fond 
but delusive hopes to the very latesit moment. Mr. 
Kirby, with a feeling of humanity highly credit- 
able to his character, readily complied with thit 
request. But, greatly tinfortimate lady! she had 
not any acquisition of reasonable hope at the hour ' 
of her departure. Eleven o'clock came, and she saw 
the end of all her earthly joys! Numberless 
tender embraces now took place : the loving wife 
reluctantly departed, overwhelmed with grief, and 
bathed with tears, while the unfortunate husband 
declared that he could now, with Christian forti«- 
tude, submit to his unhappy fate.— -During the 
greater part of the night he slept but little. About 
four o^clock in the morning, his sleep was however 
observed to have become sound, and according to 
the best recollection of his ^tendant, he continued 
in this sleep rather more than an hour; so that he 
cpuld not bave heard the fatal machine in its pas- 
sage to the debtors* door. His Voice preserved tis 
usual strength and tone to the end; and though 
very particular in his questions respecting the ma- 
chinery 
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chinefy in ei'ery part, yet he spoke of hb approach* 
ing execution and death with perfect calmness, 
^t half aitcr six in the morning, his prison-atten- 
dant going to hiscclly was asked by him, « whether 
•the noise . he heard was not that of erecting his 
;scaifo1d ?'* He was humanely replied to in the 
negative. The ordinary. Dr. Ford, soon after 
entered, when the prisoner devoutly joined him for 
womt time in prayer. They then passed on to an 
anti'foom, when the Governor asked, « whether it 
was a fine morning ?** On being answered in the 
;iffirmative, he said, <* the time bangs heavily : I 
am anxious for the close of this scene.*^ One of 
the officers then proceeded to bind bis arms with a 
cord, for which he extended them out firmly $ but 
rccoHecting himself, he said, <*I beg vour pardon. a 
moment :** and putting his hand in his, pocket, he 
drew out two white handherchiefs, one ot which he 
bound over his temples, so as nearly to conceal his 
«yes, over which be placed a white cap, and then 
put on around hat} the other handkerchief he 
kept between- bis hands. He then observed^ '' the 
cord cuts me; but it*sno matter.^* On which Dr. 
Ford desiied it. to be loosened, for which the pri* 
soner bowed, and thanked him. As the clock 
struck eighty the door was thrown open, at which 
^eriff Cox and his officers appeared. .The Go- 
vernor approaching him, said, ■* I attend you, sit)** 
and the procession to the scafibld, over the debtors* 
door immediately succeeded. He had no sooner 
ascended it, accompanied by the Ordinary, than 
three successive shouts from an innumerable popu- 
. lace, the brutal effusion of one common sentiment, 
avidently ileprived him of the small portion of for- 
titude which he had summoned up. He bowed 
hb head under the extreme pressure of ignominy, 

when 
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when the hangman put the halter over it, but took 
it off again to replace it \ this done, the Governor 
stoopecf forward, and ^poke to the Ordinary* who» 
no doubt at his request^ pulled the cap over the 
lower part of the face, when in an instant, with- 
out waiting for any signal, the platform dropped, 
and he v^as launched into eternity !— From the knot 
of the rope turning round to the back of the neck* 
and his legs not being pulled, as at his particolar 
request, he was suspended in convubive agcmy for 
more than a quarter of an hour. After inoiging'm 
full hour, his body was cut down, pot into a carr, 
•ad immediasely conveyed to z building in Cosr- 
cross-street, to be dissected. He was dressed in % 
mixed coloured loose coat, with a black collar^ 
•wan-dowA waistcoat, blue pantaloons, and white 
silk stockings. He appeared a miserable and ema« 
dated object, never having quitted the bed of his 
eell from the day of condemnation till the moming 
of his execution. The crowd, though prodigiotn» 
was said to be not so great as that wkich attended 
the Execution of Adamson ^and Wilkinson for fee* 
gery> about three years before; but the public 
indignation had* never been so high since the death 
of Mrs. Btownrigg. The body of the ttBlioitimate 
Governor was not exposed to pxiblic view, as usual 
in such cases. Mr. Belfour, Secretary to the Sur- 

f eons' Company, applied to Lord Kenyoo, to 
now whether suth exposure was necessary ; and» 
finding tliat the forms of dissection only were re* 
quired, the body, aiirer those forms had passed, 
was consigned to the relatione of the onha^^ mtM^ 
vpon their paying fifty guineas to the Philanthropic 
Society. His remains wer^ interred lA t^ Church* 
yard of St. rancray. ^ 
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WILD, JONA+HAN, (PELaw) was bom at 
"Wolverhampton, in Stafibrd^faire, aboufc theye»f 
1682. He was the elde$t son of of his parents, who 
at a proper age put him to a day^schooJ, which he 
continued to attend till he liad gained a sufficient 
knowledge of reading, writ iiig, and accounts, ^ to 
qualify him for business, and was accordingly ap- 
prenticed to' a buckle<imal^er in Bitmingham. 
Upon the expiration of his* appretttice.<ihip he r^-. 
turned to Wolverhampton, where he marfied « 
young woman of good charactef*, and gained a 
tolerable livelihood by following his business as a 
journeyman. Having been married about tim 
years, in which titne he became the father of a son» 
he formed the resolution of vi$iting London, and 
soon after having deserted hi^ wife and chiM,^ set 
out for the metropolis, where he got into em^^loy^ 
meat, and maintained himself by his trade. Being 
of an extravagailt disposition, many Mouths had 
not elapsed alter his arrival in Loiuion, when he 
was arrested and thrown into Wood-street Comp^ 
ter, where he remained a prisoner for dtbt vpwants 
of four years. During this tiihe he 8ssidoons%r 
cultivated the acquaintance of the crimifKils who 
were his fellow-prisorters, and attended to thetr 
accounts of the exploits in whicb they had been 
engaged with singular satisfaction. Tn the Como- 
ter at this time was a woman named' Mary MtKi- 
ner, who had long been considered as one of tHe 
most notorious pick-pockets and abandoned pros- 
titutes* on the town* After havhig escapsed the 
punishment due to the variety of felonies of whidi 
she had been guilty she was put under confinement 
for debt. A strict intimacy was contracted 
between Wild and this woman ; and they had no 
sooner obuined their freedom than they lived 
2 h together 
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t u f ethtr a» nan and wife. Bf their iniquitoos 
piactiees tbqr-soon obtaiioed a sum of money » wbick 
enabled tbem to open a little public- house ia 
Cock- Alley, fadng Ciipplegate- Church. Milli- 
ner being pemnaify acquainted with most of the 
notorious characters by whom London and its 
environs, were infested, and perfectly conversant 
as to the manner of their proceedings, she was con- 
sidered by Wild as a most useful companion j and 
indeed she very materially contributed towards 
fendeiing him one of the most accomplished cha- 
facters in the arts of villamr. Wild industriously 
penetrated intothesecrctsof felons of every denomi* 
nation, who resorted in great numbers to his bouse, 
in order to dispose of their booties $ and they look- 
ed upon him with a kind of awe; for, being 
acqaaittted with their proceedings, they were 
conscious that their lives were coutinually in his 
power. He found no great difficulty in selling the 
articles brought to him by thieves, at something 
less than the real value ; for at this period no law 
existed for the punishment of the receivers of stolen 
goods : but the evil encrcasing to so enormous a 
a degree, it was deemed expedient by the legisla- 
ture to frame a law for its suppression. An act 
therefore was passed conagning such as should be 
convicted of receiving goods, knowing them to have 
been stolen, to transportation for the space of four- 
teen years. Wild's practices were considerably 
interrupted by this new act j to obviate the inten- 
'tion of which, faoweveri he suggested the following 
plan : he called a meeting of aU the thieves whom 
he knew, and observed to tbem, that if they carried 
their booties to such of the pawnbrokers who were 
known to be not much troubled with scruples of 

conscience. 
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con9Ctence» they would scarcely tidvftiice on the 
property one fourth of its real value; and that if 
tilery were offered to strangers either for sale, or by 
way of deposit) it was a diance of 'ten to one but 
the parties were rendered amenable to the laws, ^e 
observed that the most industrious thieves were 
now scarcely able to obtain a livelihood ; and that 
they must either submit to be half-starved, or be 
in great and continual danger of Tyburn. He 
informed them that he had devised a plan for re* 
moving the inconveniences under which they labour- 
cd» recommending them to follow his advice, and 
to behave towards htm with bonor. He then pro* 
posed that when they had gained any booty they 
shou^ deliver it to him» instead of carrying it to 
the pawnbroker, saying he would restore the goods 
to the owners, by which means greater sums would 
be raised than by depositing them with the pawn« 
brokers, while the thieves would be perfectly tecure 
from detection. This proposal was received with 
eeneral approbation, and it was resolved to carry it 
into immediate execution. All the stolen effects 
were to be given into the possession of Wild, who 
coon appointed convenient places wherein they were, 
to be deposited, judging it to be imprudent to have 
them left at his own house. This infamous plan 
being thus concerted, it was the business of Wild 
to apply to persons who had been robbed, pretend- 
ing to be greatly concerned at their roiisfortunes, 
saying that some suspected property had been stop* 
pcd by a very honest man, a broker, with whom he 
was acquainted, and that if their goods happened to 
be iu the possession of bis friend, restitution should , 
be made. But he failed not to plead that the broker 
might be rewarded for his trouble and disinterest- 
ednessi and to use every argument in his power for 
2 L 2 exacting 
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ckac^Ag m fraome tint ao dioqprecable I 
ces »lioukl cnme to im ffieiKl» who bad impnideotly 
■egkctcdto apprelwiid tbewpposed tbkvcs. Happy 
in the pro sp ect of r^amiag tlietr property witbcNit 
tiK troobk and ezpeooe necessarily attending pi6- 
srcvtiom, people generally approved the condoct 
^ Wildy and •onxtimes mvarded him even wiHi 
one half of the ical value of the goods restored. 
For several yean he prestrvod a tolerably fak 
character, so comnmmaae was the art he cnployod 
SI the managcnient of all his schemes. As feni 
bmum a noiv greatly encreaml and bis name be-* 
came exceeding popnlar» he altered bis mode of 
• b r oc t c di n g . Instead of applyuig to persons vrbo 
hid been robbed, be opened an dffioe, to 
which great] nomben resorted in hopes of recover- 
ing their efiects. He made a great parade in bH 
bosincssy and assnmcd a conanpicnce that enabled 
htm. to impose ontbepobiic Before Wild had 
brongbt the plan of his office to perfection he fof 
some time acted at an asdstant co Charles Hitdieni 
the ctty-matahal. These celebrated co-partners in 
villainy y nnder the pretext of reforming the man* 
ners of the dissolute part of the pnblic. paraded the 
streets from Temple- bar to the Minories, searching 
houses of ill-famcy and apprehending disorderly 
and suspected persons ; but sodi as coraplimented 
these public reformers with private douceun 
were allowed to practice every species of wicked- 
ness with iraponity. Hitchen and Wild, however, 
became jealous of each other, and an open rupture 
taking place, they parted, each pursuing the busi- 
ness of thief-takiiig on his own account. In the 
year 171 5, Wild removed from his house in Cock- 
Alley, to a Mrs. Seagne^s in the Old Bailey, where 
be pursued hit business with the usual success, 

ttotvrithstanding 
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notwfthstaiuliiig the efforts of Hitchcn (hU rival 
in ioiqttity) to suppress his proceedings, lu 171 S. 
the marshal attacked Wild in a pamphlet^ called » 
•* The Regulator J or a Discovery of Thieves, 
Thief* takers, kc.*' which was severely answered by 
his antagonist. The Marshal declared the TbUf- 
taker to be worst than the Tbitf. Wild, in retalia- 
tion, represented the Marshal as the greatest rogue 
in the Wot Id. In this literary contest between 
Hitchen and Wild, the latter seemed to have 
gained the victory. Wild was, in fact, more 
artful; and, if we may be allowed theexpres*- 
fiion, more honourable. When the thieves with 
whom he was in league faithfully related to 
him the particulars of the robberies they had com- 
mitted, and entrusted to him the disposal of their 
booties, he assured them that they might safely rtriy 
on him for protection against the vengeance of the 
law.: Such as complied with his measures he would 
never interrupt \ but on the contrary, he was a 
most implacable enemy to those who were hardy 
enough to reject his terms, and dispose of their 
stolen effects for their own separate advantage. 
He was then industrious to an e^ctreme in his 
endeavours to surrender them into the hands of 
justice ; and being acquainted with all their usual 
places^of resort, it was scarcely possible for them 
to escape his vigilance. A young gentleman named 
Knap accompanied his mother to Sadler^s Weils, 
on Saturday, March 3i» 17 16. Qn their return 
they were attacked < about ten at night near the 
wall of GrayV Inn -Gardens by five villains. The 
young gentleman was immediately knocked down, 
and his mother being exceedingly alarmed, called 
for a^istan^e % upon which a pistol was discharged 
» If 3 ^X 
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at her, and she tntttntly fdl down dcsd. A oon- 
giderable reward was offered by ptodamatkni in 
the Gazette for the discovery of the pcrpetratore 
of this horrid crime j and Wild was remarkably 
assiduous in his endeavours to apprehend the 
offenders. From a description given of some of 
the villains, Wtid immediately judged the gang to 
be composed of William White, ThoniasThur- 
]and, John Chapman, alias Edward Darve), Thi< 
mothy Dun, and Isaac Ragg. On Sunday, April 
Sf in the evening. Wild received hiteliig<etlce that 
some oi the above named men was drinking with 
their girls at a house kept by John Weatherly, in 
Newtoner*S'Lane. He accordingly went to Wea- 
therley*s accompanied by his man Abraham, and 
seiced Wdite, whom he brought away about mid- 
night in a hackney-coach, and lodged him in the 
Round-house. Hearing afterwards that James 
Aires was at the Bell Inn, Smithfield, and having 
an information against him^ Wild, accompanied l>y 
his assistants, he repaired to the rnn, under the 
gateway of which they met Thuriand, whose 
person had been mistaken by the informer for that 
of Aires. Thuriand was provided with two brace 
of pistols, but being suddenly seized,, he was 
deprived of all opportunity of leaking use of those 
weapons, and tal(e% into custody. They went, on 
the following night to a house in White>Horse- 
Ailey, Drury-Iane, where they apprehended 
Chapman, alias Darvel. Soon after the murder 
•f Mrs. Kbapp, ^hapman and others stopped the 
coach of Thomas Middlethwaite, esq. but tha< 
gentleman escaped being robbed by discharging a 
'blunderbuss and wounding Chapman in the arm, 
on which the villains retired. Wild' also apprehend- 
ed 
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cd Isaac Rag at a house wbtcii he freqtt^ntni ki S^. 
Giles*!, in consequence of an information thai^. 
ing him whb burglary. Being taken before a 
magistrate, in the courie of his exaitiinatjott Rtg 
impeached twenty-two aocompHces, charging th^fn 
tvith being house-breakers, footpads, and receivers 
of stolen effects; and in coose^acnce hereof, he 
was admitted evidence for the crown. This Isaac 
Rag was convicted of a misdemeauDr in Januart, 
17x4-15, and sentenced to Mand three times in the 
pillory. He was iodicted in Ocroberi 171 5, for a* 
burglary in the house of Eiiaabeth Stanwell oil the 
*4th of August J but was acquitted. White, 
Thurland, and Chapdian were ariaigned.on the 
1 8th of May, 171^9 at the sessi<m*honse in the 
Old Bailef , on an indictment for aseauhing Johh 
Knap, gent, putting him in fear, UnA taking frdih 
him a hat aiMi wig, on the 3 ret of 'March, ijt$. 
They were also indicted- for the murder of Maif' 
Knap, widow; White by discharging a pisfdl 
with ^wder and bullets, and thereby giving her a 
wound, of which wound she immediately died» 
May 3x, 1716. They were a second time indicted 
for assaulting and robbing John Gough. White 
tvas a fourth time indicted with James Russel f^r « 
burglary in the houKe of George Barclay. And 
Chapman was a fourth lime indicted for a burglarjr 
in the bouse of Henry Cross. These tbrde offend- 
ers were executed at Tyburn, on the aBth of June, 
1716. Wild wa» indefatigable in his endeavoure 
to apprehend Timothy Oun,, who had hriherto 
escaped the hands of Justice by removing to if ne# 
lodging, where he concealed himself in the most 
cautious manner. However, he did not despair of 
discovering this off^n^r, v^hom he supposed must 
either pe rsh ihreugK wane of Ihe Necessaries of 

life . 
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U^ or obe«m tlie mem of subsistence by reeuni- 
Ing to hit fdoniout fmcticcss «iid so conBdeDt 
iras he of tacccn that be lakl a vraget of ten 
goineas that be would bave him in custody before 
rae expiration of aa appointed time. Duii*« con- 
finoncnt, at kngtfai bmme exceedingly irksome to 
him» and be sent bis wife to make inquiries respect- ' 
iug him of Wild* in order to discover whether he 
was still in danger of being apprehended. Upcm 
ber departure mm Wild*s» he ordered one of his 
people to follow her home. She took water at 
Bbcfc Friart. and Undcd at the Falcon* but 
SQSpecting the man was employed to trace her, 
die again took water and crossed at White Friars i 
•baeiving that she was still foUowed* she ordered 
tile waterman to proceed to Lambeth, and having 
landed there, being neatly dark, she imagined she 
had escaped the obscfration of Wild*s man, and 
tiieicfore walked immediately home. The man 
traced her to Maid-Lane, near the Aank-side, 
Southwark, and perceiriiu; her enter i bouse, he 
flurked the wall with chaUc, and then returned to 
liis employer with an account of the discovery he 
had made. Wild, accompanied by his man 
Abraham, one Riddebdcn* and another* went on 
tile following morning to the house where the 
«roman was seen to enter. Dun hearing a noise, 
and thence snsnec|ing that be was discovered, got 
tiiroogh a back window on the second floor upon 
the roof of a pantry, the bottom of which was 
about eight feet from the ground. Abraham 
discharged a pistol, and wounded Dun in the arm, in 
consequence of which he fell from the pantry into 
the yard : after his fall RidcUesden discharged a 
Mfltol and woonded him in the face with small shot. 
Dunwas Kcured^nd carried to Newg^ie, ^d being ' 

tiled 



trM at tht ensuing xssioasy ht was soon afttr - 
cxectttrd at Tyburn. This Riddlesden was bred 
to rh« law, but he entirely neglected that busineiS 
and abandoned himself to every species of wicked- 
ness. His irregular course ok life having greatly 
cmbanassed his circunostanoes, he broke into thb 
chapel at Whitechajlel, and stole the communioil 
plate. He was convicted of this oiFeBce> and 
received sentence of death, but through the exer<« 
tion of powerful interest a pardon was obtained on 
condition of transporting himself for the term of 
teten years. He went to America^ but soon tt* 
turned to England, and had the address to tngr»* 
tiate himself into the favour of a young iady^ 
daughter to an opulent merchant at Newcastle « 
npon-Tyne. Before he could get his wife's (69* 
tune» which was considerabk, into his hands, ha 
was discovered and committed to Newgate. tt)s 
wife followed him, and was brought to bed ih cMe 
prison. Her friends, however, being apprized of 
her unhappy sitnation, ca«ised her to return home^ 
He contracted an intimacy with die widow of 
Richard Rev«l, one of the turnkeys of Newgate | 
and being permitted to transport himself again, th# 
woman went with him to Philadelphia, under tha 
character of his wife. In consequence of a dis* 
agreement between them, Mrs. Revel retomedi 
and ,took a public-house in Golden-Lane. One 
Arnold Powell, a thief of most intamous character 
bemg confined in Newgate on a charge of having 
robbed a house in the neighbourhood of Goldent 
Square, of property to a great amount, he was 
visited by Jonathan, who informed him that in- 
consideration of a sum of money he would savt 
his life, adding that if the proposal was rejected 

he 
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he should Inevitably die at Tybarn for the offeticr » 
«i account of which he was then imprisoned. 
The prisoner, however, not believing that it was 
in Wild*s power to do him any injury, bid him 
defiance. Powell waik brought to trial; bur 
through a detect of evidence he was acquitted. 
Having gained intelligence that Powell had com- 
mitted a burglary in the house of Mr. Eastlick, 
near Fleet ditch, he caused that gentleman to pro- 
secute the robber. Upon receiving information 
that a bill was found for the burglary, Powell sent 
for Wild, and a compromise was effected accoid- 
Ing to the teims which Wild proposed, in conse- 
quence of which Powell was assured that his life 
uould be preserved. Upon the approach of the 
acssioBs Wild himself informed the prosecutor that 
the first and second days would be employed in 
their trials, and as he wa» willing Mr. Eastlick 
should avoid attending with his witnesses longer 
than wasnece^ry, he would give him timely notice 
«vhen Powell would be arraigned. Then he contriy 
cd to have the prisoner put to the bar, and no 
persons appearing to prosecute, be was ordered to 
be taken away $ after some time he was again put 
to the bar, then ordered awav, and afterwards put 
up a Jtbird time, proclamation being made each 
time for the prosecutor to appear. At length the 
Jury were charged with the prisoner, and as no 
MQusation was adduced again him, he was neces* 
lanly dismissed ; and the court ordered Mr. Bast- 
jick's recognizances to be estreated. Powell was 
ordered to remain in custody till the next sessions, 
there being another indictment against him } and 
Mr. Eastlick represented the behaviour of Wild to 
the court* who justly leprimanded hiin with great 

severity. 
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seventy. Pov^rell put himself mto a salivation ia 
order to avoid being brought to trial the ttcxi 
sessions, but notwithstanding this stratagem he 
was arraigned, convicte<}, and executed on tba 
aoth of March, 1717-16. At this time Wild had 
<]uitted his apartments at Mrs. Seague*Sy and hired 
a house adjoining to the Cooper*s Arms on tht 
opposite side of the Old Bailey. The unexampled 
Tiitainies of this man were now become an object 
of so much consequence as to excite the particular 
attention of the legislature. In the year 1718 an 
act was passed deeming every person guilty of a 
capital offenct who shoiifd accept a reward lA 
consideration of restoring stolen effects without 
prosecuting the thief It was the general opintoa 
that this law would effectually suppress the iniquit* 
ous practices of Wild j but after some interrup* 
tion to his proceedings be devised means for 
evading the law, which were for several yeari 
attended with success. His business having eiu 
creaficd exceedingly, he opened another dnce ill 
Newtoiier*s-Lane, in the management of which ht 
appointed his man Abraham. This Israelite 
proved a remarkably industrious and fiithful 
•ervant to Jonathan, who instrusted him with mat* 
tcrs of the greatest importance, fijr an intern* 
application to business Wild much impairfd hit 
health, so that he judged it prudent to retire int* 
thef country for a short iimc. He hired a lodging 
at Dulwich, leaving both offices under the diree* 
lion of Abraham. On account of bis basiSMSff^ 
Wild did not remain long at Dulwich ; tod being 
under great inconvenience from the want of Abra- 
ham's assistance, he did not keep open the office ia 
Newtoner^s-Lane for more than three months. Oa 
the 13d or a4th •f January^ i7iS.t9i >faisanC 

X>odwflU 
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DodiMH Mod AiKoi Wright went to WSld*j hout^ 
Mid dcaired to bsTe a private interview vtith him. 
Dodfvell tpoJce in the following manner: '< I do 
mot come, Mr. Wild, to inform you that I have 
net witfi anf Um, but that I wish to find some- 
thing. If you follow my advice you may acquire 
m tlwuamd poundi, or perhaps many thousand 
iMiunds.** Jonathan here expressed the utmost 
ivillingness to engage in an euterprize so highly 
lucrativct and the woman proceeded thus : ** My 
filan i« thb ; you must procure two or three stout 
resolute fellows, who will undertake to rob a bouse 
kl Wormwood-street, near Bishopsgate. This 
house is kept by a cane chair- maker, named Joha 
Cooke, who has a lodger an ancient maiden lady, 
inunenselyrichi and she keeps her money in a box 
in her apartment : she is noW gone info the country 
tb< fetch, more. One of the men must find an 
opportunity of retting into the sliop in the even*- 
j»g», and conceal himself in a saw-pit there ; he 
ffkVf lot bis oompamons in when the family are 
t«tked to test, fikit it will be particularly necessary 
to aocvre two stout appr^tices and a boy, who 
iktp in the garcet. I wish, however, that no 
nnraer may be committed-** . Upon this Wright 
iftidt *^ Phoo ! phoo ! whfn people engage in mat- 
ters of tbia sort they must manage as well as they 
cjuiy and so aa to provide for their own safety.'* 
l^odntftU. now resumed her discourse to Jonathan i 
** /tlie boys being secured no kind of difiieulty 
.Witt aMead getting possession of the old lady's 
mtmyt ah« being from home^ and her room under 
ll»t where, the boys sleep. In the room facing 
that of the old lady, Cooke and bis wife lie: he is 
» man of remarkable courage; great caution, 
4b^icforet j^urt be observed respecting him ; and 

indeed 



Meed I tlifiik it would' be as well tb knock him dfc 
the head ; for then YAi dravrers may be rifled, and lit, 
is nevkr withovf mt>ney. A woman and a chiM\ 
sleep under the room belonging to the old lady, but 
I hope no tiqlence will be offered to them." Witft 
upon hearing of the above proposal, took the wo- 
tnen into dostody, and lodged them in Newgate. Vt 
IS not to be suppo9ed that his conduct in this aflPajl: 
'proceeded from a princifiie of virtue or justice, 4nlt 
that he declined engaging hi the iniquitous schema 
from an ap^r6Ki£hfIon that their design was to dratir 
faim into C sftare. He prosecuted mem bbth^fbi* i 
hiisdemeanot, and being found guilty, they -were 
sentenced each to suffer nbc months imprisonment. 
Wild had inserted in his book a gold watch, i 
quantity of fine lace and other property ofconsider- 
ftble value ^hich John fiutler had stolen from a 
house at Newington- Green ; but ias Butler, instead 
of coming to account as usual, had declined his fe« 
loAiOUS pmctlces, and lived on the produce of hi$ 
booty. Wild, highly enraged at being excluded hrs 
share, detenhined. to pursue every possible means for 
subjecting him to the poorer of justice. Having 
been informed that he lodged at a public bouse in 
Bishopsgate-street, he went to the house early one 
morning, when Butler, hearing htm a!(cending the 
stairs, jumped out of the window of his room, and 
climbing over the wall of the yard, got Into the 
Mreet. Wild broke open the door of the room, bul 
was exceedingly disappointed to find that the man 
whom he was in pursuit of had escaped. In the 
mean time Butler ran into a house, the door of 
which stood open, and descending to the kitchen,| 
where some women were washing, told them he>was 
pursued by a bailiff^ and they advised ^im to contetl 
, ifOL, II. 2M him* 
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liiRiself m the ooal-bok. Open tbii JootthaB caoK 
out of the ale houtef and teeing a shop on the o|»po> 
sice side of the way opeut enquired of the master, 
. who was a dyer, whether a man had not taken re- 
fuge in bithottier The dyer answered in the ncga- 
tivey saying he had not left hin shop more than a 
ininute since it had been opened. Wild requested 
to search the house, and the dyer readily complied. 
Wild asked the women if they knew wliether a mau 
had taken shelter in the house, which they denied s 
but informing them that the man he sought for was 
a thief, they said he would find him *in the coal* 
bole« Wild and his attendants got a constable and 
having searched every part of the house without 
effect i he observed that the villain must have 
CKaped into the street $ on which the dyer said, that 
could not be the case i that if he had entered, be 
mu^t be in the bouse, for he had not quitted the 
shop, and it was impossible that a man could pass 
to the street without his knowledge i and he advised 
Wild to search the cellar again. They now went 
together in^o the cellar: and after some time spent 
in searching, the dyer turned up a large vessel, used 
in bis business, and Butler appeared. Wild asked 
him in what manner he had disposed of the goods 
he stole from Newington Green, upbraided htm aa 
beine guilty of ingratitude, and declared that he 
•houTd certainly be hangtfd. Butler, however, 
knowing the means by which an accommodation 
might be effected, directed Wild to go to his lodg* 
ing, and look behind the bead of the bed, where 
he would find what would recompence him for his 
time and trouble. Wild went to the place, and 
found wliat perfectly satisfied him ; but as Butler 
had been apprehended in a public manner, the other 
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was under the necessity of takiog him tiefore a ma- 
gistrate> who committed him for trial, which took 
place the ensuing sessions at the Old Bailey : but 
by the artful management of WHd| instead of being 
condemned to die* he was only sentenced to trans- 
portation. Being at an inn in Smith6eld» Wild ob« 
served a large trunk in the yard, and imagining 
.that it contained property of value, hastened pome, 
and instructed one of the thieves he employed to 
carry it off. The man who performed this business 
was named Jeremiah Rann, and he was reckoned 
one of the most dexterous thieves in London. Hav- 
ing dressed himself so as exactly to resemble a por** 
ler, he carried away the trunk without being ob« 
served. Mr. Jarvis, a whip-maker by trade, and 
the proprietor of the trunk, had no sooner discovered 
kis loss than he applied to Wild, who returned him 
the^goods, in consideration of receiving ten guineas. 
Some time, after a disagreement took place betweert 
Jonathan and Rann, and the former apprehended 
the latter, who was tried and cpndemned to die; 
The day preceding that on-^hich Rann was exe<» 
cuted, he sent for Mr. Jarvis, and related to him 
all the particulars relative to the trunk. Mr. Jarvis 
threatened Wild with a prosecution, but all appre- 
hensions on that score were soon dissipated hi the 
decease of Mr. Jarvis. Being now muchembaras- 
sed in endeavouring to find out ^mc method by 
which he might safely dispose of the property that 
was not claimed by the respective proprietors, he 
purchased a sloop, in order to transport the goods to 
Holland and Flanders, and gaVe the command of 
the vessel to a notorious thief named Ro^r Johnson* 
Ostend was the port where this vessel principally 
tnded, but when the goods were not disposed of 
2 M 1 , there> 
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there, Jobnion ntviniccf ber to &iige»» 'Giient« 
firtUBf if, aad other pTace». He brought home lace, 
wine, brandjr, &c. and these commodities were 
landed in the night, without causing any increase 
in the burets of the revenue officers. This trade 
^as continiie«l about tfro years, when two pieces of 
lace being lokt, Johnson deducted the value of them 
from the mattes pay. Violently irritated by tbia 
conduct, the mate lodged an information against 
Johnson for running a great quantity of yariou^ 
^inds of goods. In C9nse<}i)eqce of this the vessel 
vas cxcbequeicd, Johnson ca«t in damages to the. 
amount of 700]. jinrf the comm^cis^l proceedings 
^ftrc entirely rqimyl. A disagreement had for somo 
time subsisted between Johnson and Thomas Ed- 
wards, who l^ept n bouse of reiprt for thieves iik 
fc^ng-lane, cpnccfning the. division of some booty* 
. ectin^ one day in the^nind, they ch9tg^d eaci% 
^her with felony»iBind we^ both tMccn i9t<»ctt«tpdy« 
tVtid bailed Johnson, find Edwards wAs nol ^rose^ 
cuted. The iauer h^d no ^oner reico^^itred hiai 
liberty than he gave information again^ WiU> 
whp^e private w4re||o^ses being parched, a greai 
quantity of st.qjen 0oods weie found. Wild arrestc4 
Edwards in the name of Johnson, to whom he pre* 
tended the goods belonged* and bet waa taken to tha 
Manhalfca, but<ha ne^t day procured bail. Ed- 
wards, determined to wreak revedge upon Johnson^ 
for some time industriously sought for htm in 
vain; but meeting him accidentajly in White- 
chapel-road he gave him into the custody of a pe^e 
officer, wko conducted (him tp an adj^ent ale-house» 
Johnson sent for Wild, who immediately attended, 
accompanied by his man QjPilt Arnold. Wild 
l^romoud a riott cUiring which Jiohnson availed him-r 
, . . self 



selfef an oppsrtjiiitf of e ^ecting ai e scapi In 
Ibrmation being made against Wild for the rescue 
6f Johnson y he judged it prudent to abscond, and 
reniained .concealed foM three weeks, at ^be end of 
which time, supposing all danger to be over, he rer 
turned to his house. Learning that Wild had re- 
turned, Mr. Jones, High-constable of Holborn di* 
' vision, went to his house in the Ojd Bailey, on the. 
25th of February, 1723, and apprehending him aud 
QH>lt Arnold, took them betore Sir John Fryer, 
who committed them to Newgate on a charge of 
having assisted in the escape of Johnson. On the 
24th, Wild moved to be either admitted to bail, or- 
discharged, or brought to trial that sessions. On 
the following Friday a warrant of detainer was pro« 
duced against him in court, and to it were afiixed 
the following articles of information : 

X. *' That for many years past he had been a. 
confederate with great numbers of highwaymen,- 
pick-|>ockets, house-breakers, shop-lifters, and other 
thieves. 

2.> << That he had formed a kind of corporation 
of thieves, of which he was the head or director* 
and that notwithstanding his pretended services, in, 
detecting aud prosecuting offenders, he procured 
such only to be hanged as concealed their booty, or 
refused to share it with him. 

3, " That he had divided the town and country 
into so many districts, ajid appointed distinct gangs 
for each, who regularly accounted with him for their^ 
robberies. That he had also a particular set to steal 
at churches in time of divine service : and likewise- 
other moving detachments to attend at court, oa 
birth-days, balls, &c. and at both bouses of parUa« 
mentf circuits, and country fairs. 

a M 3 4- ** Tha 
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4* *' That the ptrton^ tmfllaykA by him vtere far 
iht most part felons^oonricty vmo had returned fironm 
tramportation before the time for which they weie^ 
tramportcd, was expired $ and that he made choice 
<vf them to be his agents* because they could not be 
ftggA evidences against him» and becaose be had i<r 
in his power to take from tbem what part of the 
rtolen goods h« thought &» and otherwise use tiiea» 
ill> or banc them as he pleased. 
.. 5* ** Tnat he had from time to time supplied such 
convicted felons with money and ciothesi and lodgmH 
them in his own house» the better to conceal them : 
]>articularly some^ against whooi there are now in* 
formation for counterfeiting and diminishing broad 
pieces orguineas. 

6. ** That he had not only been a receiver of 
atolen eoodsy as well as writings of all kinds, for 
near fifteen years past, but had frequently been a 
confederate, and robbed along with the above-men- 
tioned convicted felons. 

7« <*That, in order to carry on these vile prac- 
tices, to gain some credit with the ienorant muiti- 
tttde, hf usually carried! a short stiver staff, as a 
badge of authority from the government, which he 
used td produce, when he himself was concerned in 
lobbing. 

8. « That he had under his care and direction, 
several warehouses for receiving and concealing 
stolen goods : and also a ship for carrying off jeweU, 
watches, and other valuable goods, to Holhmd, 
where he had a superannuated thief for his factor. 

9. ** That he kept in pay several ard^ts to make 
alterations, and transform watches, seals, snuff- 
boxes, rings, and other valuable things, that they 
DTight not be known, several of whii^ he used to 

parent 



prtwnt'to ttich pepaons as he thought might be of 
service to hiin« 

' to. *' That heiddomor nefer belptd the ownere 
tb Che notes and f apcn they hadi- lost, unlesf he 
IhvBd them able exactly to specify and describe 
tfaefld, and then oftei> insisted on oioce than half the 
▼aloe. 

IB. *< And lasttyy it appears that behasoften< 
fold human blood, by procvtrmg false evidence tat 
eivear persons into facts they were not guilty of$> 
fikmietinieft to wevent them from being evideudesi 
against himselT, and at other times for the sake of 
the great lewaid given by the government.** 

The informatimi of Mr. Jones was also read in- 
eourty setting forth that two persons would be pro* 
duced to accuse the prieoner of capital oflPences* 
The men allitded to m the above affidavit were^ 
Jbhn Follard and- Thomas Butler, who had bsren 
ooavieted : but it- bcmg deemed expsdient to grant 
them a pavdon on condition of their appearing in 
support of a prosecution against Wild, they plead- 
ed to the same, and were remanded to Newgate till 
the next sessions. On the loth of April, Wild by 
council moved that his trial might be postponed till 
the ensuing sessions, and an athdavit made by the 
prisoner was read in court purporting that till the 
preceding evening he was entirely ignorant of a bill 
having ^en found against him ; that he knew not 
what offence was charged againit him { and was 
unable to procure two material witnes^s, one of 
them living near Brentfor^y and the other in Somer- 
setshire. This was opposed by the council for the 
crown, who urged that it would be improper to de- 
fer his trhd on to frivolous a pretext as that made 

by 
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by the prisoner $ that the affidavit eg; > r » <c d an Ig- 
norance of ,what offence he was charged with* and 
yet declared that two nameless persons were mate- 
rial witnesses. Wild now inforaied the court that 

his witnesses were HajFS, at the Packhorse» on 

Turnham-green» and *— Wilson, a dothier at 
Frome: adding, that he had heard it slightly inti* 
mated that he was indicted for a felony committed 
upon a person named Stetham. The prifoner^a 
council moved that 'the names of Hays and Wilson 
might be inserted in the affidavit, and that it should 
be again sworn to by the prisoner. The councit 
for the prosecution observed, that justice would not 
be denied the prisoner, though it could not be rea* 
sonably expected that he would be allowed any ex- 
traordinary favours or indulgence. Follard and 
Butler were, at length, abound each in the penalty 
of three hundred pounds, to appear at the ensuing 
sessions, when it was agreed that Wild*s fate should 
be determined* On Saturday May 15, 1725, he 
was indicted for ptivately stealing in the house of 
Catherine Stetham, in the parish of St. Andrew, 
Holborn, fifty yards of lace, the property of the said 
Catherine, on thd * id of January, 1 7a4' 5 • He was 
a second time indicted for feloniously receiving of 
the said Catherine on the lothof March ten guineas 
<»n account, and under pretence of restoiing the said 
lace, without apprehending and prosecuting the 
felon who stole the property. Previous to his trial. 
Wild distrik|oted among the jurymen, and other 
persons who were wallcing on the leads before the 
court, a great number of printed papers, under the 
title of 

" A list of persons discovered,, apprehended* and 
oonvicted of several robberies on the highway »' and 

also 



tiko' for burglafy and liouae-breUttlig ; ami also 
^r returning from traasportation ^ by Jonathan 
Wild/' 

Xbit list contained the names of thirtv five for 
jobbing on tl)e highway $ twenty-two for house'* 
breaking ; and tan ior returning iwm trausporta* 
tion. To the liftt was aancxtd the following MOta 

^ << Several othen bave been also convicted for tho 
Kk^crimes^ but, rememberittgnot the penona names ' 
who h^d been robbed » I omit the criminals names. 
l^Ufoe to observe, that several others have been alio 
fpnvietfd for $hqp4iiting^ picking of fpockets, icc« 
by the female Bex» xihSii air capital crimes, and 
which arp too ftediousfto be inaerted here, and tli« 
]prosceutori-not wtfiingof bamg exposed. In re« 
g^fd thfiisfore of the »imbers above convicted*- 
40mc« ihat have y«t escaped justice, are endeavour-* 
ing to t«ko away, tke life of the said 

JONATHAN WILD.'* 

The prifooer being put to the bar, he requested 
that the witnesses migh< be examined. apart, which 
was complied with. Henry K/iUy swore^ that by 
the prispiif c*s direction he . went, in company with 
Macgapet Murpby, to the prosecutor's ^op under 
pretence of buying sqiri^Uce; that he^oleatiii 
box» ajud gave it to Murphy in order to deliver to 
Wild, who waited in th^ street for the purpose of 
receiving their booty, and rescuing them if they 
ihould he taken into custody ; that tbty returned 
together to Wild's house, where the box being 
opened was found to jcontaia, ^l^ven pieces of lace ^ 

that 
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that Wild said be qooM afford to give no more than 
live guineas as be should not be able to get more 
than ten guineas for returning the goods to the 
owner j that he received, as his share, three guineas 
and a crown, and that Murphf had what remained 
•f the five guineas. Margaret Murphy was next 
sworn, and her evidence corresponded in every par- 
ticular with that of the fomer witness* Catherine 
Stetham, the elder, swore, that between three and 
four in the afternoon of theaad of January, a man 
end woman came to her boose pretending that they, 
wanted to purchase some lace$ that sht shewed 
them two or three parcels, to the quality and price 
of which they objected : and that in about three 
hours after they had left the shop, she missed a tinf 
box conuining a quantity of lace, the value of 
which she estimated at fifty pounds. The pri* 
soner*s council observed, that it was their opinion 
be could not be legally convicted, because the in- 
dictment positively expressed that he stole the lace in 
the house, whereas it had been proved in evidence 
that he was at a considerable distance when the fact 
was committed. They admitted that he might be 
liable to conviction as an accessary before the fact, 
or guilty of receiving the property, knowing it to 
be stolen, but conceived that he could not be 
deemed guilty of a capital felony unless the indict- 
ment declared (as the actdirects^ that he did assist, 
command, or hire< Loid Raymond presided on 
this trial, and in summing up the evidence his lord- 
ship observed, that the guilt of the prisoner was a 
point beyond all dispute; but that as a similar case 
was not to be found in the law books it became his 
duty to act with great caution \ he was not perfect* 
ly satisfied that t& construction urged by the eoim- 

sel 



wit0. Acn 

sel ibr the crown could be put upon the indict^ 
ment ; and as the life of a iellow*cfeature was at 
srake» recommended fke prisoner to the mercy of 
the jury, who brought in their verdict not guilty,' 
Wild was indicted a second time for having taken 
rewards for stolen goods without giving up the 
offenders to justice, during bis confinement in 
Newgate, agreeable to an act passed in the 4th 
year of Geo. I. 

*' Ai^d whereas, there are divert persons who 
bftve secret acquaintance with felons, and who 
make it their business to help persons to their stolen 
goods, and by that means gain money from them, 
which is divided between them, and the felons 
whereby they greatly encouragie such offendeis. 
Be it enacted, by the authonty aforesaid, that 
wherever any person taketh money or) reward, 
. directly or indirectly, under poetence, or upon ac« 
count of helpina; any person or persons to any 
Stolen good3 or chattels, every such person so taking 
money or reward as afbreeaid* (unless such person 
do apprehend, or cause to be apprehended, such 
felon who stole the same, and give evidence against 
him) shall be guilty of felony, according to the 
nature of the felony committed in stealing such 
goods and in such and thci same manner, as if such 
offender had stolen such goods and chattels, in the 
manner, and with such circumstances as the same 
were stoleu.*' 

Catharine Stetham, the prmeipal witness, gave 
the following evidence :— 

*< A box of iace being ^olen out the of shop, on 
the aad of January. I went in th^eveniog of the 
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came day to the pwen«r*s hoose^ tn ordi?r e<» em- 
ploy him in reooveiing my goods s but not finding 
him at homey I advertised Cicm, offering a retvard 
of fifteen guineak, and Mying no questions Uiould 
be asked. The advertiaeaient provied ineffiectuais 
I therefore went agiin to the prisoner's bouse* and 
hf hi* desiie gave the beat description that 1 was 
able of the penons I auapected to be the robbers ; 
and pron^ising to make enauiry after my property^ 
he detared me to call agam in two or three days. 
I attended him a second time» .when be informed 
ne that he had learnt something concerning my 
goods, and expected mote .particular information 
in a short time. . During this conversation we were 
jomed by a man, who said he had reason to suspect 
that one KeHy, who had been tried for circulating 
plated ahillingsy was concerned in stealing the lace. 
I went to the ,priaoner again on the day he was 
appichendedv.and informed him that though I had 
advertBaterewand ot no more than fifteeny. I would 
give twenty or twenty-five -guineas» rather than not 
recover my properly ) upon which he desired mc 
not to be in too great a hurry » and said the peopit 
who had the lace whtse gone ovt of town» but • 
that he.wooJd contrive to foment a di^gteement 
between them, by wliieh means he ibould be enabled ' 
to recover. the gooda .on .more .easy terms. He 
sent me woid» bn the loth oi Mard)», that if I 
wonkl tttend him .in Kenrgate* and bring t^ , 
guineas with me, the goods should be returned, , 
I went to the prisoner, who desired a person to call , 
a porter»iaad then gave tat a ^ letter » saying (t was 
the direction he had received where to apply foi j 
the lace. I told him I could not read, and gave | 
the letter to the tnan he had sent for, who appeared | 
10 be a ticket^parter • The primer then toM me I 

must 



must give the porter ten gufiicas that lie might pay 
rhe people who had my goods, otherwise thty 
would not return theib. I gave the moiiey^ fimd' 
the man went out of the prison ; but in a short 
time he returned with a box sealed up : though it 
was not the box J lost, I opened it, and found all 
jtay lace, excepting once pi^ce. I adced the 
priwner what satisfaction he expected; and he 
answered, ** Not ti farthing ; I hare no hitcrested 
▼lews in matters of this kind, but* act from a 
principle of serving people ullMier misfortune. I 
hope I shall be soon able to recover the other piece 
of lace, and to return you the ten g\iineas> and 
]}erhap8 cause the thief to be apprehended. For 
the service I can render you, I shall only expect 
your prayers. I have many enemies, and kno^ 
not what may be the consequence of this lipprison- 
ment.^' 

The prlsaoner's counsel argued, that ai Murphy 
had swore that Wild, Kelly, and herself 
was concerned iti the felony, the former could by 
no means be considered as coming within the 
description of the act on which the indictment was 
founded ; for the act in question was not meant 
to operate against the actual perpetrators of felony, 
but to subject such persons to punishment as held 
a correspondence with felons. The counsel for the 
crown observed, that from the evidence adduced no 
doubt could remain of the prisoner's coming 
under the meaning of the act, since it had been 
proved that he had engaged m combinations 
with felom, and had not discovered thena. The 
Judge recapitulated the arguments inforced on 
each side, and was of opinion that the case of the 
prisoner was dearly within the meaning of the act 5 
a Tf for 
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for It was plain that he had maintained a secret 
. correspondence with felons^ whom he did not pro* 
secute. The ^cts being proved, the jury pro* 
nounced him guilty* and received sentence of death, 
* While under sentence of death, he frequently 
declared that he thought the service he had ren- 
dered the public in returning stolen goods to the 
owners* and apprehending felons, was so great as 
justly to entitle him to the royal mercy. He said# 
that had he considered his case as being desperate 
he should have taken timely measures for inducing 
some powerful friends, at Wolverhampton, to 
intercede in his favour; and that he thought it not 
iinitasonable to entertain hopes of obtaining a par** 
don through the interest ot some of the dukes,, 
earls, and other persons of high distinction who 
had recovered their property through his meant. 
It was, however, observed to him, that he bad 
trained up a great number of thieves, and must be 
conscious that be had not inforced the execution 
of the law from any principle of virtue, but had 
sacrificed the lives of a great number of his accomp- 
lices in order to provide for his own safety, and to 
gratify his desire of revenge against those who had 
incurred his displeasure. He was observed to be 
in an unsettled state of mind, and being asked 
whether he kne^ the cause thereof, he said he 
attributed bis disorder to the many wounds he had 
' received in apprehending felons, and particularly 
mentioned two fractures of bis skull, and his 
throat being cut by Blueskin. He declined attend- 
ing divine service in the chapel, excusing himself 
on account of his ;n6rmities, and saying, that there 
were many people highly exasperated against him, 
and theiefoie he could not expect, but that his 
devctioDs would be interrupted by their in^ultin^ 

behaviour. 
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bebaviour. He said lie had fasted four days» 
^hich had greatly increased his vreakness. He 
asked the meaning of the words, " Cursed xs^ every 
one that hangeth on a tree/* and what was the 
stRte of the soul immediately after its departure 
from the body? He was advised to direct his 
attention to mattcts of more importance, and 
sincerely to repent of the crimes he had committed. 
By his desire the Ordinary administered the sacra- 
ment to him, and during the ceremony he appeared 
to be somewhat attentive and devout. The evening 
preceding the day on which he was to suffer, he 
enquired of the Ordinary whether self-murder cbuld 
be deemed a crime, since many of the Greeks and 
Komans who had put a period to their own Jives 
were so honourably mentioned by historians ; he 
was informed' that the most wise and learned 
lieathena accounted those guilty of the greatest 
cowardice who had not fortitude sufficient to main* 
tain themselves in the station to which they had 
been appointed by the providence of Heaven ; and 
that the Christian doctrine condemned the practice 
of suicide iii the most express terms. He now 
pretended to be convinced that self-murder was a 
most impious crime : but about two in the mom<^ 
ing he, endeavoured io put an end to his life by 
drinking laudanum : however, on account of the 
largeness of the dose and his having fasted for a 
considerable time, no other effect was produced 
than drowsiness, or a kind pf stupefaction. The 
situation of Wild being observed by two of his 
fellow- prisoners, they advised him to rouse hi« 
spirits that he might be able to attend ro the devo- 
tional exercises, and taking him by the arms they 
obliged hini to walk, which he couid not have done 
alone> bein? much aiBicted with the gout. . Tlie 
a N a exercise 
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exercise revived him a little/ but he soon became 
exceedingly pale» 9nd grew very faint j a profus^ 
avfeating ensued* and soon afterwards bis stomach 
disdudrged the greatest part. of the laudanum. 
Though he was now somewhat recovered hewa$ 
pearly in a state of insensibility, and in this situs'* 
tioo he was put into the cart and conveyed to 
Tyburn- In his way to the pUce of execution the 
populace treated him with remarkable severiiyt 
incessantly pelting him with stones» dirty &c. and 
execrating him as the most consummate vilhiii> 
that had ever disgraced human nature* Upon his 
arrival at Tyburn he appeared to be much recover* 
cd from the effects of the laudanums and the 
executioner informed him that a reasonable tinie 
would be allowed him for preparing himself for th^ 
important change that he must ^on experience. 
He continued sitting some time in the cart) but 
the populace were> at length, so enraged at th^ 
indulgence shewn , him, that they putragf ously 
pilled .to the executioner to perform the duties of 
his office^ violently threatening hiiQ with instant 
death if he presumed any longer to delay. Ijif 
therefore judged it prudent to comply ivith their 
demands, and having set about the. execution,; thf 
popular clamour ceat^ed. He suffered at Tyburn, 
Monday, May 24, 1725. The next morning 
about 1 o*clock his remains were interred ii> Su 
Pancras church-yard : but a few nights after* 
wards the body was taken up (for the use of the 
surgeons, as it was supposed). At midnight ^ 
.hearse and six was waiting at the end af Fig-lane, 
.where the coffin was found the next day. Wild 
had by the woman he married at Wolverhampton, 
a son about 19 years old, who came to London a 
shore time before the execution of his father. ^ 

was 
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was a youth of so violent and ungovernable a dis* 
jposition that it was judged prudent to confine him 
while his father was conveyed to Tyburn, Jest he 
should create a tumult and prove the caute of 
mischief among the populace. Soon after the death 
of his father he acofpted a sum of money to 
become a servant in one of the plantations. Be- 
sides this woman to whom he was married at Wol* 
verhaptouj five others lived with him under the 
pretended sanction of matrimony; the first was 
Mary Milliner, already mentioned ; the second , 
Judith Nun» by whom he h.id a daughter; the 
third, Sarah Qrigson, alias Perrin; the fourth, 
Elizabeth Man, who co-habited with him above 
five years ; the fifth, whose real name is uncertain,* 
was married some time after his execution* His- 
tory cannot furnish an instance of such connpli- 
cated villainy as was shew^ in the character of 
Jonathan Wild, who possessed abilities, which had 
they been properly cultivated, and directed into ar 
right course would have rendered him a respec- 
table and useful member of society j but it is to 
be lamented that the profligate turn of mind that 
distingui>hed him in the early part of his life» 
disposed him to adopt the maxims of the abandon- 
ed people with whom he became acquainted.-— 
Durmg his apprenticeship Wild was observed to 
be fond of readings but as his finances would not 
admit of his buying books, his studies were con* 
fined to such as casually fell in his way ; and they 
unfortunately happened to contain those abomina- 
ble doctrines to which thousands have owed the 
ruin of both their bodies and souls. ' In short, at 
an early period of life l)e imbibed the principles of 
Daibva and Atheism, and the sentiments he thua 

early 
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early conlraeced be strictly adhered r» nearly till 
«be peiiod of his dissohition. Margaret Murphy , 
who bad been one of the witnesses against Wild« 
suffiered death for stealing plate, March «7, 1728.' 
In April of the preceding year, Charles Hitchm» 
Wild*s rival ana literary antagonist was found 
gttOty ci a heinous offence for whi(h be 
atood in the pillory— was fined and confined. 
For further particulars of V^, see Bbllamy, 

WALTHAM BLACKS, the, (murderers 
AHD PBBR-STEALBRs). The actions of these 
offenders became so much the object of public 
notice, that it was deemed propet to frame a parti* 
colar act of parliament in* order to bring tbem to 
juctice. Having blackencrd their faces they went in 
the day-time to the parks of the nobility and 
gentry, whence they ftrpeatedly stole deer, and at 
kttgth murdered the bishop of Wincbe«ttr*s keeper 
on Waltham-Chace j and from the name of th^ 
place, and their blacking their faces, they obtained 
the name of the Waltham Blacks. The offence 
of deer-stealing was formerly only a misdemeanor a^ 
common law, but by this act, which has been since 
rendered perpetual by a subsequent statute, it is 
rendered a capital offence. The following is the' 
substance of the act: — "Any |)erson appearing 
in any forest, chace, 'park, &c. or in any high 
road, open heath, common, or down, with^ 
offensive weapons, and having his face blacked, 
or otherwise disguised, or unlawfully and wil- 
fully hunting, wounding, killing or stealing 
any red or fallow deer, or unTawfolIy rob- 
bing any warren, &c. or stealing anv iish out of 
any river or pond, or (whether aimed of disgnised^ 

or- 
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CT not) hrnkmg down tllA head or oMund of snf 
fish-pond, whereby the fish msjr be Yo^t or destroy* 
cd ; or unlawfully^ and maHcioosly killing maim- 
ingy or wounding any cattle,^ or owtting down, or 
•therwtse destroying any trees planted in an/ 
avenue, or mwing in any gafden, orchard, or 
plantation, for ornament, shelter, or profit 9 itv 
setting fire to any house, banl,'or outhouse, bbvel^ 
cock, mow, or stack of corn, straw, hay, or wood $ 
or maliciously shooting at any person, in any dwel- 
ling-house or other place ; or knowingly sending 
any letter without any name, or signed with » 
fictitious name, demanding money, ▼entsoH, or 
other valuable thing, or forcibly rescuing any per- 
son being in custody for any of the offences fcielore- 
mentiohed, or procuring any person by gift, of 
promise of money, dr other reward, to join in any 
such unlawful act, or coricealing or succouring 
such offenders when by order of council, &c. re" 
quired to surrender—shall suffer death.** The 
Waltham Blacks were chiefly composed- of th« 
fullolfiring gang, Richard Parvin, Edward Elliot^ 
Robert Kingshell, Henry Marshall, Edward Pink» 
John Pink, and James Ansel!. 

KiCHARD Parvin was heretofore the master of a 
public-house in Portsmouth, which he had kept with 
reputation for a considerable time, till he was impru- 
dent enough to engage with this gbng of ruffians who* 
in disguise, robbed the noblem'en^s and gentlemen^s 
parks through the country. A servant-maid of 
jf arvin*s having left bis house during his absence* 
had repaired to an ale house In the country $ and 
Parvin calling there on lus return from one of his 
ffbhonest expeditions, the girl discovered him j in 
fMsequence of which ht was committed to Win- 
.5 cbc^tet 
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Chester GaoU by tbe majwr of PorUmoutb, till hk 
ceroovml to London for triaL 

Edward Elliot was an apprentice tea taylor 
at Guildfordf and was very young when he engaged 
with the gang, whose orders he implicitly obeyed, 
till tbe foUowiog circumstance occasioned bis leav- 
iof them* Having met with two countrymen who 
refused to enter into tbe societyt they dug holes ia 
the ground) and placed tbe unhappy men in them*^ 
uf to their jchins, and bad they not been relieved' 
by persons who accidentally saw them, they must 
have perished. Shocked at the atrocity of this trans- 
action! he left them} and for some time served a 
lady as a footman } but having casually met them 
in tbe fields, on their promising that no harto should 
attend him, he unhappily consented to bear theru 
company* Having provided themselves with pi!»toJ$» 
and blacked their faces with gunpowder, they pro- 
ceeded to their liwless depredations \ and while the 
rest vvere killing of deer* Elliot went in search of 
a fawn i as be was looking for it, the keeper and 
bis assistants came up, and took him into custody. 
His associates were near enough to see what bap* 
pened ; and immediately coming to his as^isfancet 
a violent affray ensued, in which the keeper was 
shot by Henry Marshall, so tliat he died on the 
spot, and Elliot made bis escape j but he was soon 
ai'terward taken into cus:«dy, and lodged in the 
gaol of Guildford* 

Robert Kingsmill^ who was a native of 
Farnham in Surry, was placed by his parents with 
a shoemaker i but being too idle to follow his 
profession, lie was guilty of many acts of irregu- 
larity, even before he associated himself with the 
Watham Blacks While be vias b bed the ni^ht 

. . pjc'cedii^g 
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ptecccting the fatal murder, on^ of the gang amked 
binriy by knocking at his window, on which he. 
aroKe and went with him to }oin the rest of the 
deer-stealers. ^ 

Henry Mar^halI wdis a man distinguished for 
his strength and agility, particularly fbr the vulgar 
science of bruising. He was once the occasion of 
aijpprehending a highwayman^ who had robbe4 a^ 
cbachy by giving him a single blow which broke 
hh arm. He seems to have been one of the ndos^ 
dariYig of the Waltham Blacks, and was in this 
c^se, the chief murderer. 

Edward Pink and John Fink were brothers^ 
i^ho spent the former part of their lives as carters, 
at Portsmouth, and had maintained the character 
cf honest meii till they beca(me weak enough to' 
join this gang of deer-stealers.' * 

JaMes Ansel was a resident at Portsmouth* 
iM for sorne y.ears was^ a highwaiymanj he ha^ 
beeh concerned with the WaU})am flacks about 
two'y^ars before the commisAori ol ^h'e murder. 
• tt having been deemed most prudent to bring' 
these oflTeriSei's to trial in London, they wet* rc- 
snoved tbither tinder a strong guard, ana lodged in 
Newgate. On the 13th of November, X7*3« thcyi 
were brought to their trial in the court of King*s 
Bench, and being convicted on the clearest evidence, 
were found guilty and sentenced to diej which 
seritence was ordered to take place op A\t fourth 
of the succeeding month. One circumstance was 
very remarkable on this occasion :■— the judge badj 
no sooner pronounced the sentence, than Henry 
Marshall, the man who h^d shot the keeper, was 
immediately 'dc'prived of the use of his tongue: 
nor did he recover the use of his speech till the d-^y 
before his death. After passing the solemn sen* 

"tence. 
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tence» the convicts behaved in a manner equall/ 
devout and resigned* were regular in their devo- 
tion$» and prepared them&elvet for eternity with 
every mark of unfeigned contrition. They received 
the sacrament before they left Newgate, acknow* 
ledged the justness of the sentence agatnt them, and 
said they had been guilty of many crimes besides, 
that for which they were to sufferi At the place 
of execution they were so dejected as to' be unable 
to address the populace. They suffered at Tyburn, 
•n the4.th of December, 1713* 

W£STON» HENRY, (forger) belonged 
to a very respectable family m Ireland, and was 
nephew to the late Sir Hugh Palliser. He left his 
native country when 18 years of age, on account of 
having defrauded his father and uncle of several 
sums of money. As they would not give him any 
further countenance, he came to London, where 
he was almost destitute of every necessary, and 
applied to Mr. Bonus, a countryman of his, who 
recommended him to Mr. Cowan of Ely Piace» 
to manage his army agency business. His atten- 
tion to business was such, as soon gained him the 
confidence of his employer. Mr. Cowan, about 
the year 17 94* having occasion to be absent in the 
country, gave Weston the unlimited order to draw 
upon his banker for any sums he might want $ this 
implicit confidence of his employer became the 
origin of his ruin : for having no person to over- 
look or to be a check upon him, be was tempted to 
hazard a large sum of money at a gaming-house in 
pall- Mall, which he lost i and having gamed away 
nearly the whole property of his employer, he ivas 
at length induced, by the fatal hope of recovering 
it, to forge the name of General Tonyn, to a war- 
rant of attoniey^ whereby he received upwards of 

io,oooU 
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so,bool. at tHe Bank, which did'not uphold hvs extra" 
Yagance more than two nigiits. This matter lay 
undiscovered for tome time, as he remitted the 
generars dividends regvlarl^r as they became due j 
Ee likewise obtained from his cousin, Mr. Walter^ 
(now Sir Hugh Wallter) a large part of his fortune 
left him by his uncles, under the idea of laying it 
out to advantage in the stocks, all of which was 
sunk at the gaming-table. This brought him to 
such a state of desperation, that to obtain more 
money at any rate — at any risk, he had ■ the 
dudacity to take a woman to the Bank to personate 
the sister of General Tonyn, and in consequence 
obtained another conside|:abIe sum. This he had 
afiivourable opportunity of doing, as be was in the 
habit of transacting money affairs for that lady, 
-who met him about two months after at the Pano- 
rama, where she accused him of neglecting htt 
payments; he immediately set oflFfor Ipswich, and 
arriving at the Post-office just in time next morn*' 
ing to mtercept her letter to her brother, which he 
answered, as from the General, to the lady*s 
satisfaction. Finding at length, that he could 
bold it out no longer,' he set off for Liver- 
pool, attended by the servant of Mr. Cowan» 
who accompanied him as far as Finchley 
Common ; when they parted, the servant 
returned home, and was immediately taken into 
ctfstody, under the supposition that he was his cont- 
£dant, as his name was signed as wttnei^s to the 
warrant of attorney. Weston was taken at Liver- 
pool, on board of a vessel on the point of sailing 
lor America, to which place he intended to emi- 
grate; when he was about to betaken, he made 
several attempts to destroy himself by cutting his , 
throat. His ttial came on May i4i i79^» ^^ ^he 

Sessioaa 
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Hote in the OM Bi'ilcy. befofte Uw. 
Common Seijeant. The prisoner's eounsel objae* 
ted to the evidenee of General Toilyn> but the 
Bailie having reinvested his property* thfe Couit 
ileemed him an admissible witness.— The following 
letter, written to this gentleman, and which Wals 
produced in evidence, will sufficiently tviacc tkb 
chaiActerof this unhappy youth. » 

** In the unfortunate situation in which I am 
plunged by my own misconduct, I beg yon will 
permit me to confess to you the foigery wttk 
vthidi I am charged, and for which I must un>> 
^oestiottabKv sufTer. The cause of my committilir 
H crime, wkkh I acknowledge to be of the tAoi 
atrocious nature, atose from a violent sttachment 
to play* s and having lost great sums at gafnbting«- 
houses, I fondly h^^ to repair my fortune bf 
this moet imprudent step. I am now an dnfav 
tunate and ruined young man : I have been unsoe« 
cesiful in many spccd£ttons, and particularly hf 
the baneful practice of insuring, by which I kftc 
a6ooL in the last Lottecy, and have lo5t 7000I. i* 
gambling at difierent houses. I cannot but express 
my deep concern at to dissipated a Jine of condnH^ 
for wluch I can make reparation only with my li&. 
The thought of a violent dissolution 6Bs me with 
horror, but ndt more puncent than the reflection^ 
that I have so early in Ii£ dii^raced any frtendft 
Could I but be spared to evince a differedt coo* 
dncti but hope is in v^in, and lean only bid yoq 
an everlasting larewell. 
Nnugait. . ^< Hufur Westok" 

The prisoner^ after a most afibeting trials ote 

found 
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found guilty.— When sentence of death-was passed*, ' 
he addressed ib« court as foHows: — 

*< My Lofd, I beg to return my humble thanks ; 
to this honourable court, for the great attention 
:.iid kindness w,hich I experienced on the awefitl * 
day of my trial ; and would beg* now to trouble 
your Loidship with a few obscrvaftiens. My Lord, ' 
I • acknowledge the crime of which I have been • 
con^iottd ^ but I solemnly declare that I dkl not 
do the act with any iotemion ultimately to defra^itd 
General Tonyn. If I had bad any such intention, 
it is plain that I had an opportsniry to have e^c^p- ' 
cd from justice, and to have gone to the remotest • 
part of the globe : bat although I was too moch' 
attached to the vioe of gamblings y«t I JliHy - 
intended to make restitution tq the oimost of niy ' 
power, of that property which I became possessed 
of throufh this forgery. My Lord, I solemnly 
declare that I have never committed any bad act, 
except the unfortunate art for 'which I am no^ 
justly sentenced to die. I put my trust in God, 
hoping that he will enable me to bear my sufferw 
ings with reUgnation ; and that he who knows the 
hearts of every one, will judge me according re nry 
intentions; and I most humbly request that the 
execution of my sentence, may be delayed, tio as to 
allow me time to prepare for that aweful and im« 
portant event whiclf awaits me.** 

• He was attended the next morning by three 
reverend Divines, who conducted him to chapel, in 
order that he might receive the sacrament witfolus 
fellow sufferer, who particularly expressed how 
happ^ he should be if Mr. Weston would grant 
him that favor j " if not (said he) I hope, never- 
2 o theless 
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th^len, we may mcft In heaven/* It must* be 
observed that Wetton did not osnallj come toi 
chapel { not being there above three or four times 
during his confinement, having been waited upon 
by some clergyman or other in his own room^ 
However, on the morning of hisezecutioOy July 6» 
be attended and communicated with the reverend 
gentlemen and his fellow-convict, John Roberts* 
alias Colin Reculest, who was found guilty of forg- 
ing a promissory note for 5 guineas^ aged 24 i the 
sacrament was administered by the onliaarj, who 
afterwards prayed with the unhappy prisoners oa 
the scaifold, attended by one of the divines alone, 
as the other two could not make up their minds ta 

f;o on the platform, though requested by the un- 
appy young Weston. Upon the executioner's put-, 
ting on the cap, he pulled it as far as he possibly 
could himself over his face, and at the same time 
held a white handkerchief to his^moath,so that dur- 
ing prayers, the populace could by no means see his 
countenance. He wept abundantly just before he^ 
was^ turned off, and squeezed his friend, the 
ininister's hand, being no doubt at that time much 
agitated. It is said, that his mother died in Ireland 
^ few days before his execution, of a broken heart. 
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#^'*Certatn Lives referred to in the two first volumesj 
will be given in the subsequent one, under the parti- 
cular ciimcs for which they suffered. . \ 
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